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THE STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF FREE SCHOOLS. 



STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
, Department op Free Schools, 

January 1st, 1877. 
To His Excellency, 

John J. Jacob, Governor of the State of West Virginia. 

Sir : — I have the honor to submit herewith the twelfth and thir- 
teenth annual reports of the working of the free schools of the State 
lor the scholastic years ending the 31st of August, 1875 and 1876, re- 
spectively. 

The reports of the county superintendents to this oflSce for the years 
covered by these reports, show a decided improvement upon the re- 
ports of previous years. The improvement is so marked that it is 
believed it will not be long before we may expect to see our free 
schools so systematized that future reports will approximate very 
nearly to correctness. But while these reports are much more full 
and complete than those of former years, yet most of them are still 
incorrect in several particulars, and a few of them are still very im- 
perfect in many particulars. From two of the counties, Marshall and 
Roane, no reports have been received from the county superintend • 
ents at this office. I have therefore inserted in my report for this 
year the statistical and financial reports from these counties for last^ 
year. 
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Summary of the School Year ending August 31, 1875. 

Number of school districts 354 

Number of sub-districts reported 3^055 

Number of independent school districts 

Number of district school commissioners 928- 

Secretaries of boards of education reported 335^ 

Number of trustees 2,78& 

City and county superintendents 56 

Summary of School Statistics for the School Year ending August 31, 
1875, compared with those for the School Year ending August SI, 1874. 

Number of teachers granted certificates, 1875 3,582^ 

Number of teachers granted certificates, 1874 2,993 



Increase 58^ 

Total number of teachers employed, 1875 3,461 

Total number of teachers employed, 1874 3,342 



Increase 119i 

Number of male teachers employed, 1875 2,677 

Number of male teachers employed, 1874 2,5U 



Increase I (> 

Number of female teachers employed, 1875 7o4 

Number of female teachers employed, 1874 801 



Decrease 17 

Number of months taught by male teachers, 1875 10,4-51 00 

Number of months taught by male teachers, 1874 9,865 73 



Increase 585 27 

Number of months taught by female teachers, 1875 3,699 00 

Number of months taught by female teachers, 1874 3,862 05 



Decrease 163 05 

Total number of months taught, 1875 14,150 OO 

Total number of months taught, 1874 13,727 78 



Increase ^ 822 22 

Average number of months taught, 1875 » 4 20 

ATcrage number of months tavght, 1874 4 12 



Increase 08 

Children in the State between the ages of 6ix and twenty-one years for, 1875 134,796 

For the year 1874 179,897 



Increase a 4,899 



REPORT OF GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT. 5 

Attended school during the year 1875 115,300 

Attended school during the year 1874 108,356 

Increase 6,944 

A. verage daily attendance of males, 1875 41,762 

Average dally attendance of males, 1874 37,240 

Increase 4,522 

Average daily attendance of females, 1875 33,480 

Average daily attendance of females, 1874 , 31,057 

Increase 2,423 

•General average attendance, 1875 76,468 

'General average attendance, 1874 68,297 

Increase 8,171 

General average age of pupils, 1875 10.96 

General average age of pupils, 1874 11.54 

Average age of males, 1875 11.12 

Average age of females, 1875 10.81 

Whole number of schools, 1875 3,231 

Whole number of schools, 1874 3,023 

'Common schools, 1875 3,145 

Common schools, 1874 2,936 

Increase 209 

Graded schools, 1875 78 

Graded schools, 1874 85 

Decrease 7 

High schools, 1875 8 

High schools, 1874 2 

Increase 6 

School Houses. 

Frame, 1875 1,630 

Frame, 1874 1,640 

Stone, 1875 10 

Stone, 1874 9 

Brick, 1875 83 

Brick, 1874 72 

Log, 1875 1,236 

Log, 1874 1,209 

Whole number of school houses, 1875 2,959 

Whole number of school houses, 1874 2,8:)0 

Increase 1-9 

Number built during the year 1875 117 

Number built during the year 1874 131 

Decrease 14 
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Number commenced, but not completed, 1875 ^ ^ oT 

Number commenced, but not completed, 1874 102' 

Value of school grounds, 1875 ^151,409 58 

Value of school grounds, 1874 , 154,055 86. 



Increase -353 72 

Value of school houses, 1875 $1,369,681 81 

Value of school houses, 1874 1,307,480 67. 



Increase $62,201 14 

Value of furniture, 1875 » $73,368 26 

Value of furniture, 1874 69,849 43 



Increase $4,518 83 

Value of libraries, 1875 1,427 16 

Value of libraries, 1874 ., * 960 50 

Value of apparatus, 1875 ^ * $7,618 35 

Value ot apparatus, 1874 8,115 05 



Decrease ►. $497 70- 

Total value of school property f.)r the year ending August 31, 1875 $1,605,627 15 

Total valueof school property for the year ending August 31, 1874 1,540,460 59 



Increase $65,166 56 

Receipts for the Year ending August 31, 1875, compared with those for 

the Year ending August 31, 1874. 

From state school fund reported, 1875 „ $214,791 32 

From same source, 1874 '■' 208,800 80- 



Increase $5,981 52 

From district levies, 1875, for both funds 541,089 98 

From same source, 1874, forbothfunds 497,070 50 



Increase $44,019 48 

From other sources, 1875 13,182 72 

From other sources, 1874 35,058 39 



Decrease $21,875 57 

Total receipts reported, 1875, not including amount on hand at beginning of school year.'!' 757,274 20 
Total receipts reported, 1874, not including amount on hand at beginning of school year. 740,9^38 69 



Increase 16,335 51 

Total receipts from uU sources reported for teachers and building fund for the school year 

ending August 31, 1875, including amount on hand at beginning of school year $921,778 99 

Same for year 1874 « 823,212 24 



Increase $98,566 75 



■^'Incomplete. 
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Expenditures for the Year ending August 31, f875, compared icith those 
for the Year ending August 31, 1874. 



TatHl paid teschers far tha year 1ST5.... 
TiJtal paid teachers for the yeoi 1S71..., 



[ncKRse.... 



Avenge siIuiH of mala tcacbaiK (white), 1BTS.... 
Average aaUiies of male teHchsn (nhlta), 1871 

IlocteaBe , 

ATemgfl MterlBs of [enisle leaohem (white), 1875. 



Aierage imlaiieK of nmle tentliani (cnloced), 1874. ... 
incieasG 



Average salarloa a 
'rener-AL avenigp, 



Expenditures from ilie Building Fund. 
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Pai»i for repairs, 1875 24,331 82 

Paid for repairs, 1874 20,283 03 

Increase $4,048 79 

Paid for fuel, 1875 25,478 16 

Paid for fuel, 1874 21,170 85 

Increase $4,307 31 

Paid for furniture for the year 1875 11,055 80 

Pai3 for furniture for the year 1874 ~ 11,721 01 

Decreas3 $665 21 

Paid for apparatus, 1875 2,796 92 

Paid for apparatus, 1874 2,709 90 

Increase $87 02 

Paid for interest, 1875 4,887 96 

Paid for interest, 1874 > 3,760 32 

Increase $1,127 64 

Paid commission for collecting, 1875 15,124 31 

Paid comraission for collecting, 1874 15,909 38 

Decrease 785 07 

PaiJ for enro'.meat, 1875 3,947 59 

Paid for enrolment, 1874 3,351 38 

Increase $596 21 

Paid for sweeping building and making fires, 1875 13,421 24 

Paid for same, 1874 11,500 27 

Increase $1,920 97 

Paid secretaries of Board of Education, 1875 10,116 3G 

Paid secretaries of Board of Education, 1874 9,211 95 

Increase $904 41 

Paid for contingencies, 1875 19,603 23 

Paid for contingencies, 1874 14,975 20 

Increase $4,628 03 

Total expenditures from the building fund, for all purposes, for the school year ending 

August 31, 1875 255,233 29 

Total expenditures from same fund, for all purposes, for the year 1874 224,337 02 

Increase $30,896 27 

Total expenditures for all purposes from teachers' and building fund for the year ending 

August 31, 1875 796,592 12 

Total exi»enditare8 for all purposes from same funds for the year 1874 704,767 86 

Increase $79,275 66 
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Balance reported on hand for the year ending August 31, 1875 140,390 73 

Balance reported on hand for the year ending August 31, 1874 160,363 51 

Decrease $19,972 78 

Average District Levy on the $100, value of property, for the School Year 

ending August 31, 1875, compared with the School Year ending August 
31, 1874. 

For teachers' fund, 1875 $29 30 

For teachers' fund, 1874 29 18 

Increase 12 

For building fund, 1875 « $21 50 

For building fund, 1874 19 17 

Increase $2 33 

Cost per pupil for tuition for the school year ending August 31, 1875, based on the enu- 
meration reported 2 92 

Cost per pupil for tuition for the school year ending August 31, 1874, based ou the enu- 
meration reported 2 83 

Increase 09 

Cost per pupil for tuition for the schopl year ending August 31, 1875, based on the num- 
ber reported attending school $4 68 

Cost p3r pupil for tuition for the school year ending August 31, 1874, based on the num- 
ber reported attending school 4 44 

Increase 24 

Cost per pupil for tuition for the school year ending August 31, 1875, based on the nujn- 

ber reported in daily average attendance $7 19 

Cost per pupil for tuition for the school year ending August 31, 1874, based on the num- 
ber reported in daily average attendance 7 033^ 

Increase 15)^ 

Cost per pupil for ail purposes for 1875, based on number reported attending school $6 80 

Cost per pupil for all purposes for 1874, based on number reported attending school 6 59 

Increase 21 

Amount received during the year 1875 for all purposes for each youth in the State be- 
tween the ages of six and twenty-one years, as enumerated $4 98 

Amount for sime for the year 1874 4 84 

Increase ". 14 

Amount expended during the year 1875 for all purposes for each youth in the State be- 
tween the ages of six and twenty-one years, as enumerated •, $4 34 

Amount expended during the year 1874, for same as enumerated 4 14 

Increase 20 

Cost per pupil, per month for all purposes for the year 1875, based on the number re- 
ported attending school 

Cost per pupil, per month for all purposes for the year 1874, based on the number re- 
ported attending school 1 07 

2 
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Eecapitulation of the Fiscal Statement for the Fiscal Year ending Au- 
gust 31, 1875. 

Total assets repoii;ed from all sources daring the year, inclading balance on hand at be- 
ginning of school year $921,778 99 

Total reported disbursements of both funds during the year 784,043 52 

Reported balance on hand of both funds ; 140,390 73 

$924,434 25 

Amount unaccounted for 2,055 26 

Summary of the School Year ending August 31, 1876. 

Number of school districts.. 356 

Number of sub-districts 3,124 

Numberof district school commissioners 1,072 

Secretaries of boards of education 356 

Numberof trustees 3,124 

City and county superintendents 5d 

Summary of School Statistics for the School year ending August 31, 1876^ 
compared with those J or the school year ending August 31, 1875. 

Numberof teachers granted certificates, 1876 3,817 

Numberof teachers granted certificates, 1875 3,582 

Increase 235 

Total number of- teachers employed, 1876 3,693 

Total number of teachers employed, 1875.. 3,461 

Increase 232 

Number of male teachers employed, 1876 2,797 

Numberof male teachers employed, 1875 2,677 

Increase 120 

Numberof female teachers emjUoyed, 1876 896 

Numberof female teachers employed, 1875 784 

Number of Months Taught. 

By male teachers, 1876 11,256 

By male teachers, 1875 10.451.00 

By female teachers, 1876 4,442 

By female teachers, 1875 3.699 00 

Total number of months taught, 1876 15,698 

Total number of months taught, 1875 14.150.00 

Average numberof months taught, 1876 4.32 

Average number of months taught, 1875 4.20 

Children in the State between the ages of six and twenty-one years for 1876 184,796 

For the year 1875 179,897 

Attended school during the year 1876 123,504 
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Attended school during the year 1875 117,845 

Average daily attendance of males, 1876 43,082 

Averase daily attendance of males, 1875 41,762 

Average daily attendance of females, 1876 29,190 

Average daily attendance of females, 1875 33,480 

General average attendance, 1876 72,278 

General average attendance, 1875 76,468 

General average age of pupils, 1876 , 11.32 

General average age of pupils, 1875 10.96 

Whole number of schools, 1876 3,341 

Whole number of schools, 1875 3,231 

Common schools, 1876 3,269 

Common schools, 1875 3,145 

Graded schools, 1876 » .^ 67 

Graded schools, 1875 78 

High schools, 1876 5 

High schools, 1875 8 

School Rouses, 

Frame, 1870 1,753 

Frame, 1875 1,630 

Stone, 1876 ^ 11 

Stone, 1875 10 

Brick, 1876 79 

Brick, 1875 i 83 

Log, 1876 1,284 

Log, 1875 1,236 

Wholenumber of school houses, 1870 3,127 

Whole number of school houses, 1875 2,959 

Number built during the year 1876 141 

Number built during the year 1875 117 

Number commenced but not completed, 1870 53 

Number commenced but not completed, 1875 * 57 

Value of school grounds, 1870 ^ $157,721 06 

Value of school grounds, 1875 154,409 58 

Value of school houses, 1876... ; 1,419,604 20 

Value of school houses, 1875 1,369,081 81 

Value of furniture, 1876 74,725 OS 

Value of furniture, 1875 73,368 20 

Value of libraries, 1870 945 30 

Value of libraries, 1875 1,427 IS 

Valueof apparatus, 1870 7,410 99 

Value of apparatus, 1875 7,017 35 

Total value of school property for the year ending August 31, 1870 ; 1,000,407 8? 

Total value of school prop?rty for the year ending August 31, 1875 1,005,027 15 

Receipts for the year ending August 31, 1876, compared with those for the 

year ending August 31, 1875. 

From state school fund, 1870 $209,124 3a 

From state school fund, 1875 214,791 32 
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From district levies 1876, from teachers' fund 6U5,282 58 

From dUtrict levies 1875, from teachers* fund 541,089 98 

Total receipts from all sources reported for teachers' and building fund for the school 

year ending August 31, 1876, including amount on hand at beginning of school y'r.. 986,577 00 

3ame for year 1875 ~ 921,778 99 

Expenditures for the yetir ending August 31, 187ft, compared with those 

for the year ending August 31, 1875. 

Salaries paid teachers (males) for the year, 1876 $391,384 18 

Salaries paid teachers (females) for the year, 1875 360,692 82 

SaUries paid females for the year, 1876 152,650 97 

Salaries paid females for the year, 1875 « 147,886 34 

"ToUl paid teachers' for the year, 1876 538,487 49 

Total paid teachers for the year, 1875 „ 541,358 83 

Average salaries of male teachers (white), 1876 34 89 

Average salaries of male teachers (white), 1875 35 08 

Average salaries of female teachers (white), 1876 32 09 

Average salaries of female teachers (white), 1875 ^ 30 77 

Average salaries of male teachers (colored), 1876 30^83 

Average salaries of male teachers (colored), 1875 32 28 

Average salaries of female teachers (colored), 1876 15 97 

Average salaries of female teachers (colored), 1875 25 45 

General average, 1876 31 62 

General average, 1875 32 90 

Bjceiptsfrom building fund, 1876 291,204 42 

Receipts from building fund, 1875 269,848 04 

Expenditures from the Building Fund, 

Paid for land for the year 1876 $9,351 93 

Paid for land for the year 1875 14,070 74 

Paid for building school houses, 1876 105,187 46 

Paid for building school houses, 1875 106,976 64 

Paidforrentof school houses, 1876 2,707 60 

Paid for rent of school houses, 1875 3,422 52 

Paid for repairs, 187G 23,711 12 

Paid for repairs, 1875 24,331 82 

Paid for fuel, 1876 25,382 24 

Paid for fuel, 1875 25,478 16 

Paid for furniture for the year 1876 8,670 23 

Paid for furniture for the year 1875 11,055 80 

Paid for apparatus, 1876 3,477 94 

Paid for apparatus, 1875 2,796 9 

Paid for interest, 1876 4,479 2^ 

Paid for interest, 1875 4,887 96 

Paid commission for collecting, 1876 14,548 22 

Paid commission for collecting, 1875 15,124 31 

Paid for enrolment, 1876 3,802 68 

Paid for onrolmeut. 1875 3,947 59 

Paid for sweeping building and making tires, 1876 12,083 OS 

Paid for same, 1875 13,421 24 



Paid iHietsries of boarda ol 
Palci leerelaries ol bnaidsr ol 
Paid for contingendra lB7fi, 
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ToMl rx|i«odltiirf^ Fruiu t^o biiiidiug fnnd, for all puipoia (or the "ti^UDri^i Vading 

Augoflt SI, 1878 __ 2)7,630 M 

ToMl eipeiidltures from the lame tund foi all pnrpoiea lot Iho fear 1879.... ._„ 2SB,m W 

TaUl oxpendlliirnfoT all purpoMt [rom Uarlwrs' aud building land for Ihs jen ending 

August 81, 187)1 7Ba,117M 

Tot«l Kipendllures for alt purposes from some funiU, for the j-eat 1875 798,1192 la 

Ba'anca reported on bandatttio bBglontngof tbe year eading AugnstBl. 1BT0_ 134,**B fS 

Baloute reported ou hand for the year ending August SI, 1875 ^ ita.WO 73 

Average District Levy on the $\(IQ Value of Property, for the School 
Year Ending August 31, 1876, Compared mth the School Year 
Ending August 31, 1875. 



,t teaplierB' fund Ifi 



Cost per pupil for tuittoD lor tba sehool ysar Bndlng August SI, IBTS, baaed or 

eraiion reported ......... „..,.......^....h....... ..».,. -«.»,_ -, 

[]ug|perpupilfor tuition for the uhoot year eadlDgAngnit SI, I87fi, Inaedoc 



I, 1370, baaod on tbe i 



ol jaar ending Auguat SI, WIf, band on the ni 

Coat per pupil For all piirpoBaa for the school year ending Auguit SI, tE76, bsaedoo 
number rcpnrlad in daily average atieadaace. 

Coat per pupil for tuHious for the whool year ending August SI, 1S7S, based on the ni 
ber reported in dally a veraEenttendauco...-.-..— -..,..- -.— •^-,... -..-. -, 

Coat per pupil fur all purpooea for 1878, baseil 00 number reported attending school.... 

Coat per pupil tor nil purposes lor 1879, husedon nunibar reported attending school.... 

Amount received during thu year 1878, for all purposes for eacb youth in State betwi 



the agca ol six and tirenty-oDo ysan as en urn em ted.... 

aunt cxproded during the year 1876, for all purposea lot 
twean the ages of six and twenty-one years as enuman 



C<nt per pupil per nii 



ir 1873, 



nib for 



es lor tbe j 



ir 1876, bi 



h lor all purposas lor the year ia7S, bused on 1 



Recapitulation of the Fiscal Statement for Ike Fiscal Year Ending Au- 
gust 31, 187G. 



Total rcpuncd dlshuTBenienlB of both funds dnciagtha year.... 

R^MMcd Ixlance on hand of both IntWU - —. 

imounl unaccounted for 
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AMENDMENT OP THE SCHOOL LAW. 



I 

I beg leave to call attention to the recommendations for the amend- 
ment of the school law, made in my last biennial report, and urge 
upon the Legislature the importance of amending the law on the 
subject of the management of the finances for the support of the 
schools. 

We distribute annually, on the first of September, from the State 
treasury, more than two hundred thousand dollars to the counties 
and school districts for the payment of teachers, one-half to be drawn 
on the 15th day of October, and the other half to be drawn on the 
15th day of January, by the sheriffs of the respective counties, who 
act as the disbursing officers of the school moneys. 

Numerous complaints are made to me from many of the counties 
of the State, that the sheriffs fail to pay over this money to the teach- 
ers as their salaries fall due, but upon the contrary, that the sheriffs 
use the money so drawn for purposes of speculation, and for the pay- 
ment of their own debts. Indeed, I understand it has been a rule in 
the Auditor's office ever since our free schools have had an existence, 
that if the shoritf of a county is in debt to the Slate on account of 
revenues due to the State when the general school fund becomes due, 
for the Auditor to withhold the payment of the school money until 
the sheriff's said indebtedness to the treasury is discharged. This is 
a grievous injury to the school teacher, and if the law now in exist- 
ence sanctions such a course, it certainly ought to be so amended as to 
prohibit the sheriff from making any such use of the money in the 
treasury due for school purposes. As the rule now is, if when the 
sheriff gets his orders from the county superintendent he is in debt 
to the State, he takes the money due to the school teachers and pays 
his own debts and forces the teacher to wait for his money until the 
sheriff can collect from the slow tax payers of his county an amount 
of money sufficient to replace the teachers* money, which was collect- 
ed the year previous and placed in bank to the credit of the general 
school fund. Indeed, the way this fund is now managed, it is a re- 
serve fund of actual cash in bank upon which the sheriff can draw to 
pay any deficit in his accounts with the State, that does not exceed 
the amount due to his county from the general school fund, and thus 
save his commission for prompt payment. This practice ought to be 
prohibited by law, and the general school fun.i should be so guarded 
as to be held sacred for the purposes for which it was intended. 

The law provides for a levy of twenty cents on the one hundred 
dollars valuation for State charges, and ten cents for a general school 
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fund; and it also provides, as a part oi tha general school fund, a 
capitation tax oi one dollar on each male resident over the ago of 
twenty-one years. When these several classes of taxes are collected 
and paid into the treasury, thoy should be credited to the fund to 
vrhieh they respectively belong- and the accounts in the depositories 
should show what amount was on deposit belonging to each fund so 
that the interest accruing from the banks should go to the fund which 
produced it. As the general school fund is now managed, the whole of 
the interest arising from deposits of school moneys, is credited to the 
State fund, and absorbed by it to the prejadiee of the general school 
fund, while it is believed that most of the interest on deposits arises 
from the deposits of school moneys. Theie is no interest whatever 
paid by the banks on deposits that goes to the general school fund. 

Chapter 198 of the acts of 1872-3. should be so amended as not to 
require the sheriff to make a settlement with the court for school 
moneys on or before the first day of June in each year. The school 
year runs from the 1st day ot September to the 31st day of the next 
August, so that a settlement on the first day of June cannot cover the 
transactions of the fiscal school year, which ends on the 31st day of 
the succeeding August. It is impossible for the sheriff to make, on 
the first of June, a complete settlement for the fiscal school year, and 
since this settlement puts him to much trouble without producing 
any beneficial results, he ought not be required to make it. 

The school law, chap. 123, acts 1872-3, section 23, provides that 
"the school year shall commence on the first day of September, and 
close on the Slstday ot August, inclusively, and all reports, acconnte 
and settlements respecting the free schools of this Stale, shall be 
made with relerence to the school year." Section 46 of the same 
chapter provides that the sheriff " shall on or before the first day of 
September of each year, settle with the board of education of each 
district and independent district." And by section 52 of the same 
chapter, it is provided that the sheriff "shall make annual settlements 
by districts, with the county court, at its next term after the first of 
September of each year, showing the amount of all moneys received 
and disbursed by him for the preceding year, for school and building 
purposes from the State fund, and from the district and independent 
district, and the amount due to each district ; which settlement shall 
be made matter of record by the clerk of said court in a book to be 
kept for that purpose." 

These two settlements provided for in the school law are right and 
proper, and are all the settlements that should b'e required ; one with 
the boards of education of the districts at the end of the school year, 
80 that the board may know how it stands with the sheriff before it 
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makes its levy for the ensuing year, and the other with the county 
court after all the business of the year has been settled up, so that 
such settlement may be made a matter of record in the clerk's office. 
The objection to the June settlement, in addition to what has been 
stated is, that some of the sheriffs claim th^t the law requiring a set- 
tlement with the county court after the end of the school year, is in 
conflict with the law requiring the June settlement, and they refuse 
to make both settlements. Proper settlements with the sheriffs by 
the boards ot education, and the county courts, at the end of each 
school year, are of vital importance to the school officers in making 
their financial reports ; indeed, it is impossible for boards of education 
and county superintendents to make accurate reports of the receipts 
and disbursements of school moneys without these settlements. Large 
sums of money collected off of the people for school purposes, have re- 
mained unaccounted for from year to year, until the aggregate would, 
since our school system commenced, now amount to one or two mil- 
lions of dollars. I do not think the whole of this money, or the great- 
er part of it, has been wasted. But as it has not been accounted for^ 
it is impossible to determine what disposition has been made of it. 

Our school taxeb have, from the beginning of the system been, 
about the same as at present, the levy for the building fund has been 
for the last few years about one-third less than in former years. But 
the State levy has, from the commencement been ten cents on the one 
hundred dollars valuation of all property real and personal, and the 
State capitation tax also has always gone into the general school fund 
while the local tax for teachers' fund has not varied much from the be- 
ginning; yet the discrepancy in the amount accounted for to this office 
has been very great in different periods of the existence of our schools. 

In the last four years, covering the years ending respectively on 
theSlst of August, 1873, 1874, 1875 and 1876 the whole amount ac- 
counted for as disbursed in the aggregate in these four years, was 
two millions eight hundred and sixty-four thousand two hundred and 
thirty-two dollars and forty-six cents ($2,864,232.46). For the four 
years from 1869 to 1872 inclusive, the whole amount reported to this 
office as disbursed was two millions one hundred and forty-six thous- 
and four hundred and eighty-three dollars and seventy-eight cents, 
($2,146,483.78). For the four years from 1865 to 1868 inclusive, the 
whole amount reported disbursed was, one million sixty- four thous- 
and seven dollars and eighty-two cents, (1,064,007.82). It will be 
seen that the average collections and disbursements for each year re- 
j)orted to this office for the first four years from 1865 to 1868 inclu- 
sive was $266,001.95. That the average from 1869 to 1872 inclusive, 
was $536,620.94, and that the average per year from 1863 to 1876 in- 
clasiTO, was^ $716,058.11. 
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While the financial reports to thie office are much more iull and 
satiafactory tor the laat few yeai-8 past, they are yet imperfect 
and will coDtinne to be so nntil stringent laws shall 
be enacted requiring the sheriffs who are the collecting and disbura- 
ing officers to mal^e their annual aettlementa with the boards of edu- 
cation and the coanty courts in time to be used by the county auper- 
iiitendents in tbeir reporlR to this office. 

The following table made up from the reports of the Auditor of 
the State from 1865, to 1876, both years inclusive, will show th« 
whole amount of properly subject to State levy for school purposes 
for each year, the amount levied and the amount disbursed for each 
year. 
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This table shows that the whole amount levied by the State for 
free school purposes, being a levy of ten contg on the $100 valnatioa 

of all real estate and personal proparty, and one dollar on all capita- 
tions — 

Froco 1881 101875, both yeBrs iQclu^Te, was - J2,571,153 »J 

Dsdnct 16 percent for dollnquenclea anil c^fmrn^HSbus -,-.... -,-.-....-. 267,416 99 

LesvM .,... »2,817,003 91 

Add InUrcst coll«ct«d forsauis time on lnceBl«d ccboaJ fund - 248,918 IS 
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Estimated available State school fund for the first 12 years ^ $2,563,920 17 

Whole amount disbursed for same years 2,096,928 24 



DiSerence.betveen estimated receipts and actual disbursemDuts ^ 466,991 83 

The whole amount levied for the first 6 years from 1S64 to 1869, both y ears inclusive $1,177,230 34 

Deduct 15 per cent for delinquencies and commission 176,684 55 

Leaves $1,000,615 78 

Add interest collected for same time on invested school fund 98,515 48 

Estimated available funds for the first 6 years $1,099,161 27 

Total disbursi^ments for the first 6 years - 730,260 24 

Difference between estimated receipts and actual disbursements for the first 6 
years, the disbursements being less than the estimated receipts ~.. $ 368,911 OS 

The whole amount levied for the last 6 years, from 1870 to 1875 inclusive $1,397,229 59 

Deduct 15 per cent for delinquencies and commission 209,584 48 

Leaves $1,187,645 16 

Add interest collected for same time on invested school fund 148,400 76 

Estimated available funds for the last six years $1,336,045 91 

Total disbursements for the last six years 1,366,678 00 

Difference between estimated receipts and actual disbursements for the last six 

years, disbursements being in excess of estimated receipts $ 30,632 09 

Average estimated receiptj each year for the first six years 183,193 54 

Average annual disbursements for the first six years 121,708 37 

Expenditurcj being less^each year than estimated rejcipts 8 61,485 17 

Average estimated annual receipts for the last six years S222,.674 31 

Average annual disbursoments the last six years 227,779 66 

Expenditures in excess of estimated receipts each year $5,105 35 

The exponditures for the last eix years being in excess of the esti- 
mated annual receipts, maybe accounted for by collections made from 
sherilFs on old debts due for years prior to the time included in the 
estimate. 

it is difficult to undcrstdud the cause of the ^^reat difference in the 
disbursements of school money in the two periods named, when wo 
remember that the taxes levied in these two poriods were exactly tho 
same on valuations, also on capitations. 

I am aware that there has been a considerable increase in the value 
of property subject to taxation ; but this increase falls far short of ac- 
counting f&r tho whole difference in the amounts disbursed in the two 
periods compared. 
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Our whole financial system relating to schools is radically wrong. 
It should be reorganized and placed on the same basis of the State 
financial system, both as to State and local levies, and collections. 

When State taxes are levied, the county and district assessors re- 
port to the State Auditor, the exact amount levied in each county; 
and he charges the amount to the sheriff of each county, which stands 
as a debt against the sheriff until he pays the whole amount in cash, 
after deducting delinquencies and commissions; this applies also to 
the State school tax. I have already pointed out the defects in the 
administration of this branch of the school moneys. The administra- 
tion of revenues for school purposes arising from local taxation, is 
still more defective than the administration of those arising from 
State taxation. The sheriff is both the collecting and disbursing 
agent, not required to make any settlement by which it can be de- 
termined how much money he has collected during the year. But 
the settlements only show how much he is charged with, and how 
much he has disbursed. He may have collected all, or he may have 
collected none, at the time of his settlement. There should, I think, 
be a treasurer of school moneys in each county, with whom the sheriff 
should be bound to settle at stated periods, and to whom a certain 
amount of the local taxes should be paid at specified times, so that 
the teachers could easily and conveniently ascertain whether there 
were funds on hand for their payment. 

The sheriff cannot always be conveniently found by teachers, and 
in many cases they suffer great delay and inconvenience on that ac- 
count, while a traasurer would be more likely to be found at his place 
of business. 

teachers' normal institutes. 

Eight of these institutes were held each year for the last two years 
during the summer vacation, tor a period of two weeks each, by two 
or more able and experienced educators. The attendance of teachers, 
though not as large as it should have .been, yet the institutes have 
done much good in bringing the district school teachers in contact 
with each other, and with the conductors of the institutes^ by which 
they are enabled "to compare methods ot imparting instruction, and to 
learn from their instructors the best means of conducting their own 
sjcjhi^ols. One hundred dollars have been furnished by the general 
agent of the Peabody fund for each of these institutes, for the employ- 
ment of prominent teachers to conduct them. 

The general suggestions for conducting those institutes will be 
found in my last biennial report. 
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PEABODY FUND. 

The following schools were aided from this fund by the Kev. D. B. 
Sears, general agent, during the year ending August 31st, 1876. For 
the year ending August Slst, 1875, part of the amount reported for 
the year ending August 31st, 1874, was used. There was no addi- 
tional amount donated to our schools for the school year 1875. The 
amount reported for the year ending August 31st, 1875, namely, 
$18,800, was not all paid that year, but was apportioned between that 
and the succeeding year, being the whole amount received for the 
years 1874 and 1875. 

For the year ending August 31st, 1876 : 

Moundsville, $1,000 

Fairmont, 1,000 

Wellsburg 1,000 

Weston, 800 

Grafton, 800 

Talatiue, 600 

New Cumberland, 600 

Mannington, 600 

Buckhannon, 600 

Piedmont, 600 

Mason City, 60O 

Newburg, ^ 80O 

St. Marys, « SOD 

Ilayenswood, 800 

Buffalo, 30O 

West Union, Doddridge Co., 800 

West Union, Preston (.o., 800 

Bethany, 300 

l*runtytown, 800 

Elizabeth, 800 

Cairo, 800 

Teachers' Institute, 800 

Educational J«)urnal, 200 

912,200 

The aid dt'rived from the Peabody fund by the better class of our 
graded schools, has been of much benefit to such schools in aiding 
them to continue in session much longer each year than they would 
otherwise have been able to do. Many of our valuable teachers come 
from these schools. 



REPORT OF GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT. 21 



NORMAL SCHOOLS. 

Our six Normal Schools have been in operation for the past two 
years as theretofore, but owing to the want of timely aid by the Leg- 
islature have been much crippled in their eflSciency. The appropri- 
ations by the Legislature for the support of these schools should be 
made before the commencement of the schools each year, so as to en- 
able the Board of Regents to make contracts with teachers for them 
with a certainty that their salaries would bo paid as the services are 
rendered. For the past several years the appropriations for the pay- 
ment of teachers' salaries has not been made till late in the session 
of the schools, and as there is known to be considerable opposition to 
these schools in several portions of the State, there are always some 
fears that such appropriations may not be made at all. This uncer- 
tainty works great injury to the success of those schools. But not- 
withstanding their crippled condition, growing out of these facts, 
they are still doing much good in advancing our educational interest. 

Nothing can be substituted for these schools. And I trust that the 
Legislature at its next session will make ample provision for them, 
and thus place them on a]more substantial and successful footing in 
the future than they have been in the past. 

PRIVATE SCHOOLS. 

This subject does not fall legitimately under the control of the free 
school department, there has therefore never been any systematic in- 
quiry by this office into the number of private schools in this State, 
nor the number of children attending such schools. On this subject 
I find in the *' Resources of West Virginia," a very valuable work by 
M. F. Maury, Fellow of the Geological Society of London, and Wm. 
M. Fontaine, A. M., Professor of Natural History, &c., at the West 
Virginia University, prepared under the direction of the State Board of 
Centennial Managers, the following valuable information on the sub- 
ject of private schools : 

''In addition to the foregoing schools belonging to, and provided 
for, by the State, the youth of West Virginia have educational advan- 
tages in many private and denominational institutions, among which 
may be montionod tho following, as a!nong the most conspicuous : 

" Bebhan}' College, located at Bethany, in Brooke County, and un- 
der the control of the Christian Cburch, was organized by the re- 
nowned Hiv. Alex. Campbell. It is a literary college of high grade, 
and offers a liberal training to its pupils. Its buildings and grounds 
are fine and ample, its library and apparatus extensive, and its stu- 
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dents have bocome distingaished educators in this and other states. 

"Fleming College, at Flemington, Taylor County, was established 
as a "Free Will Baptist," in 1868. The course of study is largely o 
the normal character. During 1875, there were TOjpapils in attend- 
ance. 

" Storer College, chartered jin 1868, received its name from the late 
John Storer, of Maine, who gave $10,000 towards its endowment. It 
is situated at Harper's Ferry, in Jefferson County. It is only attend- 
ed by colored pupils. The school has an annual course of lectures on 
scientific and other topics, and an excallent feature in its administra- 
tion is, that instruction is given in printing and industrial pursuits 
The course of study is academic and normal. The board of instruc- 
tion consists of a principal and nine assistants. The aggregate num- 
ber of pupils for the year ending June 1875, was 285. 

"Wheeling Female College, chartered in 1849, has been in excel- 
lent reputation many years, and is the property of a joint stDck com- 
pany. The building occupies a commanding position in the centre 
of Wheeling, is well furnished, and can accommodate a large number 
of boarding pupils. At present it has an enrolment of 100 pupils, a 
large number of whom reside in Wheeling. 

" The Doddridge Music and Art School, located on •12th street, in 
Wheeling, was established in 1874. Instruction is given in oil paint- 
ing, drawing and music. Kumber of pupils in 1876, 69. 

"Morgantown Female Seminary, in Monongalia County, was or- 
ganized in 1852, and has been in successful operation since that time, 
enjoying an excellent reputation. 

'•' St. Alban's Seminary, in Kanawha County, was begun a few 
years ago, under the care of the Baptist Church, and has an excellent 
reputation. There is also an Academy.^at French Creek, in Upshur 
County. Also a High School at Buckhannon, in Upshur County. 

"St. Joseph*s Academy, in Wheeling, was opened September 1st, 
1865, by the * Sisters of St. Joseph,' for girls and boys under 12 years 
old. The present attendance is 115 of the former, and 57 of the lat- 
ter. German is taught gratis, to children of German parentage. 
These Sisters also conduct St. Joseph's Parish School, with 240 pu- 
pils, St. Alphonsus', (German.) with 300 pupils; and a P.ttrish and Or- 
phan Asylum School, with 260 pupils. Also, in Grafton, Taylor 
County, they teach a Parish School with 165 pupils ; in Academy at 
Clarksburg, Harrison County, with 122 pupils, and one at Charles- 
ton, Kanawha County, with 88 pupils. Total number of piipils 1,347. 
Number of teachers, including those engaged solely in teaching mu- 
sic and language, 46. In these schools the boys and girls are taught 
separately. -^ 
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" Mount de Chantel, near Weeeling, controlled by the * Sisters of 
the Visitation,' has been in operation since 1864, and has done much 
valuable work. 

" Commercial Schools — In Parkorsburg, Charleston and Wheeling, 
business colleges have been organized, and are in successful operation. 
As a school of the highest type of this class in the State, may be 
named the National Business College, in Wheeling. It is designed 
for the practical education of ladies, young men and boys, in business, 
affairs. It embraces instruction in all departments of book-keeping,, 
penmanship, arithmetic, spelling, commercial law, commercial corres- 
pondence, lectures and practical exercises.*' 

WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY. 

In the same work, I find the following relating to the University : 

" This was designed to stand at the head of the literary institutions- 
of the State, and was located by the Legislature at Morgantown, in 
Monongalia County. The buildings are new, tasteful, spacious and 
well adapted to their purpose, consisting of a University hall, an ar- 
mory, and new central hall. The surroundings are favorable for 
student life." 

The origin of this institution began in the grant of land made sev- 
eral years ago by the United States to most of the States of the Union,, 
for the purpose of establishing agricultural colleges. The proceeds 
of the land scrip thus given to West Virginia, was about $90,000. 
To this the State has since added about ?20, 000, thus furnishing the 
school a permanent fund of about $110,000, the income of which goes 
to meet the current expenses of the college. In addition to this fund 
the Legislature has been accustomed to make special appropriations 
for its current expenses. From the outset the plan and scope of the 
college was made broad and liberal, assuming the features of a Uni- 
versity. The departments of instruction embrace fhe literary, scien- 
tific, .practicul and experimental, agricultural and military. The 
United States furnishes arms and cquipmcntH, and also ^details an 
officer from the regular army, to teach military science, &c. 

The various departments, as at present arranged, are as follo\^is : 

1. Philosophy and English Literature. 

2. Astronomy and Physics. 

3. Mathematics and Engineering. 

4. Military Science and Tactics. 

5. Modern Languages and Literature. 

6. History, Political Economy and Belles Lettros. 

7. Chemistry, Natural History and Agriculture. 
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The University is in possession of the apparatus requisite for a 
thorough illustration of Chemistry and Physics, and its Museum con- 
tains extensive Mineralogi^al, Geological and Conchological Cabinets, 
together with many specimens in other departments of Natural His- 
tory. Its laboratory of Practical Chemistry is in operation, the in- 
struction at present being devoted chiefly to analysis, with its appli- 
cation to agriculture. Its library embraces about 4,000 volumes, 
which include not only valuable books of reference, but also standard 
works in the various departments of History, Biography, Theology, 
Agriculture, Arts, Science and general Literature. In 1874-5 there 
were 150 students enrolled. This includes the preparatory class. 

This institution is under the control of a board of nine Regents, 
one from each judicial district of the State, who are appointed by the 
Board of the School Fund. The law provides that four cadets from 
each judicial district of the State, may be appointed to the military 
department. These enjoy all the privileges of the college, have all 
their books furnished them, and are exempt from any charges for 
tuition. 

STATE EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION. 

This Association held its annual session for the year 1875 at Point 
Pleasant in August of that year, and in August, 187() in Moundsville. 

At each of these sessions the usual amount of business was trans- 
acted. But as I am not in possession of the proceedings of these 
two sessions of the association, I cannot give them in detail. 

OUR STATE EXHIBIT AT THE INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION AT PHILA- 
DELPHIA IN 1876. 

The exhibit of the great number of articles, the products of West 
Virginia at our Centennial Exposition was highly creditable to our 
State, and places her very high, if not the very highest, among the 
States of our Union, in the undeveloped resources of natural wealth. 
This exhibit was made in a handsome building, in the Centennial 
park, and consisted of six hundred and seventy different specimens, 
regularly arranged, numbered and named for the convenience of the 
visitor. 

Our exhibition of school work was creditable to our free schools 
as far as the specimens presented were concerned, but we might have 
made it much more so had other portions of the State responded to 
our Centennial Committee on school work as did those who produced 
specimens for exhibition. 

The following list of specimens of school work taken from the 
catalogue of the exhibition is presented. 
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Dotted map of the State, representing all the school houses in the 
Stale. 

Photographic views of all the public school buildings in the city 
of Wheeling. 

Pupils' work, Union Public School, Wheeling. 

Pupils* work, Madison Public School, Wheeling. 

Pupils' work, Webster Public School, Wheeling. 

Pupilb' work, Clay Public School, Wheeling. 

Pupils' work, Centre Public School, Wheeling. 

Pupils' work, Eitchic Public School, Wheeling. 

Pupils' work, Mount do Ohantel Academy, Wheeling. 

Pupils' work, St. Joseph's Academy, Wheeling. 

Pupils' work, Business College, Wheeling. 

Cataloijuert Female Colle2:e. 

Vocal culture Mount de Chantol Academy, Wheeling. 

Map of West Virginia, Thomas Mominger, Wheeling. 

Map of Brooke county, Myers, Bethany College. 

Photographic views showing Bethany Free School Building, Beth- 
any College, Beck's Free School Building, Wellsburg Free School 
Building and Wellsburg vScho )1 House. 

Pupils' work, Wellsburg Public School. 

Photograph. Union School, Charleston. 

Pupils' work in same. 

Pupils' work. Public School, Moundsville. 

Pupils' work, Public School, Benwood. 

Pupils' work, other public schools in Marshall county. 

Photograph, Public School, Clifton. 

Pupils' work, Public School, Point Pleasant. 

Pencil drawing of H. W. Beecher, by Perry Morris, of Morgantown 
Free School. 

Pencil dr:iwing of E L. Cox, by W. C. Shafer, of Morgantown Free 
School. 

Photograph" of Marshall College, Normal School, Huntington. 

Pupils' work. State Normal School, G-lenville. 

Embossed maps for the use of the blind, made by H. H. Johnson. 

Photograph, Institute Deaf, Dumb and Blind, Romney. 

Photograph, Shepherd College, Shepherdstown. 

Photograph, Fairmont Normal School. 

Pupils' work, Fairmont Normal School. 

Pupils* work, Public School, Fairmont. 

Pupils' work, Public School, Sir John's Run. 

Pupils' work. Public School, Buckhannon. 

Photograph, Public School. Elizabeth. 
4 
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Photograph, Graded School, Burning Springs. 

Books used in free schools, .West Virginia. 

The photographic views of school buildings were handsomely 
framed in groups, in black walnut frames, and presented a fine ap 
pearance. 

The specimens of pupils work were handsomely bound in 
cloth, in volumes in size corresponding to the amount of work 
produced by each school. There were about twenty-five vol- 
umes of this work. The pupils work of our State compared favor- 
ably with similar work from other States. 

In dosing this iny second biennial report, I am happy to be able 
to report a marked progress in all the departments in our free school 
system. Since the commencement of my term of office, four years ago, 
the teachers have greatly improved in qualifications, the attendance 
at school has been much larger, the number of schools taught has 
considerably increased in the State, and the average length of the 
school term has perceptibly increased Much greater efficiency has 
been observed in the discharaje of their duties bv the school officers 
generally, and particularly by county superintendents. The finances 
of the schools have been disbursed more efficiently, and accounted 
for much more closely. Iii short, great progi'ess has been made in 
the development of our free school system. 

Very respectively your obedient servant, 

B. W. BYRNE, 
tState Suverinteadent of Free Schools. 



STATISTICAL TABLES 



FOR THE 



SCHOOL YEAR ENDING AUGUST 31, 18T5. 



EXPLANATION OF STATISTICAL TABLES. 

TABLE A— Showing the receipts and disbursements of the Teachers' Fund. 

TABLE B— Showing the receipts and expenditures of the Building Fund. 

TABLE C5 — Showing the number and value of school houses, Ac. 

TABLE D— Enrolment of youth between the ages of six and twenty-one years, and numb«r at- 
tending school. 

TABLE E— Sub-districts, schools and number and grade of certificate. 

TABLE F — ^Number of teachers and number of mouths taught. 

TABLE G— Age of pupils; number studying ; number of district officers, and visits from offiters. 

TABLE H — Amount of district levies; amount of delinquent lists; total receipts and expcadi- 
turcs ; balance on hand ; apportionment and average cost per pupil. 

TABLE I — Showing the apportionment of State School Fund for the school year commencing Sep- 
tember 1st, 1874, and September 1st, 1875 ; the enomeration of youth for the same 
years, and the amount paid salaries of county superintendents. 
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TABLE I. 



tihowinff the Apportionment of State School Fand for the School Years 
commencing September the \&i, 1874, and September the l«i, 1875; 
(fie Enumeration of Youth for the same years, and the Amount paid 

Salaries of County Superintendents. 
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Description of Invested School Fund. 
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FREE SCHOOLS. 



Names and Post Office Addresses of County Superintendents of Free 
Schools, in West Virginia, for Official Term, beginning September Ist, 
1875, and ending August 30th, 1877. 



COUNTIBS. 



Barbour 

Berkeley 

Booue 

Braxton 

Brooke 

CabeU « 

Calhoun 

Clay 

Doddridge 

Favette 

Gilmer. 

Grant 

Greenbrier. 

Hampshire 

Hancock 

Hardy 

Harrison 

Jackson 

Jefferson 

Kanawha 

Lewis 

Lincoln 

Logan 

Marion 

Marshall 

Mason 

McQ|Owell 

Mereer 

Mineral 

Monongalia 

Monroe 

Morgan 

Nicholas 

Ohio 

Pendleton 

Pleasants 

Pocahontas 

Preston 

Putnam 

Raleigh 

Randolph 

Ritchie 

Roane 

Summers 

Taylor 

Tucker 

Tyler 

Upshur 

Wayne 

Webster 

Wetzel 

Wirt 

Wood 

Wyoming 

Wheeling City 



KAMBS OF SUPBBIKTKNDKKTS. 



Perry Marteny 

E. M. Walker 

Cary Toney 

J. W. Humphreys 

J. W. Hough , 

D. L. Duncan 

D. W. Knight 

R. E. Le Sueur 

J. V. Blair 

O. W. Hughart 

Levi Johnson 

C. M. Babb 

W. H. Lewis 

A. M. Alverson 

H. C. Shepherd 

G. T. Williams 

J. R. Adams 

Lewis Young 

John Hess 

Martin Hill 

G. W. Crook 

F. M. Vickers 

J. W. Stafford 

J. M. Satterfield 

W. M. Wirt 

C. E. Hogg 

J. F. Gamble 

A. B. Phipps 

J. A. Sharpless 

A. L. Wade 

J. D. Beckett 

Geo. Buck 

J. H. Robinson • 

J. C. Farris 

William McQuain , 

C. C. Davis 

J. W. Warwick 

J. H. Feather 

M. S. KirUey 

G. W. Cook 

J. W. Price 

J. N. KendaU 

Buenos Ayres 

C. L. Ellison 

S. R. Powell 

W. B. Maxwell 

T. N. Parks 

Geo. R Latham 

J. H. Napier 

C. W. Benedum 

W. A. Newman 

D. C. Casto 

8. T. Stapleton 

Albert Shannon 

J. C. Hervey 



POST OFFICE ADDRESS 



Burners vllle. 

Martingburg. 

Mouth Short Creek. 

Braxton C. H. 

Bethany. 

Thomdike. 

Grantaville. 

Big Sycamore. 

New Milton. 

Look Out. 

GleuTllle. 

Greenland. 

Palestine. 

Capon Bridge. 

New Cumberland. 

Moorefield. 

Clarksburg. 

Jackson C. H. 

Duffleld. 

Charleston. 

Weston. 

Hamlin. 

Logan C. H. 

Fairmont. 

Dallas. 

Point Pleasant. 

Perryville. 

Princeton. 

Piedmont. 

Morgantown. 

Union. 

Berkeley Springs. 

Nicholas C. H. 

West Liberty. 

Franklin. 

Saint Mary's. 

Buckeye Cove. 

VaUev Point. 

Hurricane Depot. 

Raleigh C. H. 

Mingo Flats. 

Harrisville. 

3 Forks Reedy. 

Rollinsburg. 

Pruntytown. 

Saint George. 

Conaway. 

Sand Run. 

Adkins' Mills. 

Webster C. H. 

Knob Fork. 

Wirt C. H. 

Parkersburg. 

bun Hill. 

Wheeling. 



H,EI»OIl.TS 



OF 



COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS 



FOR THE 



SCHOOL YEAR ENDING AUGUST 31, 1875. 



♦ •♦ 



BARBOUE COUNTY— Perry Marteney, Suft 

I regret to say my efforts to obtain the proper data from which to 
make my report have been unsuccessful, and consequently, have de- 
layed making it until this late period. I believe now, however, the 
financial part of my report is correct. During the past year schools 
have been in operation within every school district. We also had two 
graded schools taught last summer, one by W. W. Teter, the other by 
Miss M. E. Grould. Quite a number of our young teachers were in at- 
tendance, and made rapid progress. 

The daily attendance of scholars the past year has not been very 
favorable, and I am at a loss to account for it, but attribute as much 
fault to the Legislature as I do to parents and teachers. 

According to the enumeration of youth returned to me, there are 
three thousand nine hundred and three youths in this county. The 
attendance, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-three — less than 
one half attending school. This is a poor compliment to the educa- 
tional interests of our county. The people pay their tax to support 
the free schools yet they do not send their children. 

I think the school law could be amended much for the better, but 

Bhall not at this time dictate, as I believe the next Legislature will 

7 
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make such amendments as will promote the cause of education gen 
erally, throughout our State. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Elisha Newman 4 

C. W. Cox 1 

E. H. Compton 2 

A. B. Moore..... 1 

Thomas Madden 1 

Mrs M. E. Smith 2 

John W. Shauk 1 

Cyrus Poling 1 

S. L. Stalnaker 2 

F. B. Durrett 1 

J. S. Cornwcll 1 

S. L. Chriiilei) 1 

E. S. J)aniels ; 1 

Wm. F. McGee 1 

W. K Bowers 1 

James A. Cole 1 

Wm. D. Zinu 2 

George W. Stalnaker 2 

J. M. Curkendoll 3 

J. N. Zinn 1 

Jon. Hathaway 1 

Wm. B. Poling 2 

F. L. Swick 2 

Nelson Peck 1 

Andrew Hathawav 3 

J. W. Wheeler 2 

Wm. E. Corder 1 

S. A. Shanabarger 3 

Melville Peck 1 

A. W. Stalnaker 3 

MissZ. M. PoweU 3 

S. S. Zinn 1 

A." J. Hartraan 1 

Steward Wilmoth 2 

J. W. Gawthrop 1 

W. M. Colmrn 1 

A.Valentine 2 

J. A. Dunham 1 

E. A. Waugh 2 



L. W. Robinson 2 

S. Talbott 2 

J. S. Nestor i 

J. L. Malcolm i 

H. L. Nestor i 

J. M. Goodwin -.... 2 

W. R. Bennett 1 

T. W. A. Bowman 9. 

R. Rohr 3 

Miss A. A. YounfT l 

C. M. Moore 2 

D. K. Ford 1 

MissN. C. Sipe 8 

Ira L. Eurit 3 

R. E. Hudkins 2 

R. L. Talman 1 

M. L. Nestor i 

Miss Roanna Apper l 

Miss Elsie Norns 1 

J. W. Cleavinger 3 

J. L. Glasscock i 

J. E. Heatherly i 

C. W. Cleavinger 3 

W. S. Lang 2 

N. Duckworth 8 

A. T. Corder 2 

Miss Helen St. Clair i 

Miss Libbie A. Wolf 1 

Miss Emma Pickens 

W. A. Street 2 

Miss C. V. Street 2 

W. A. Gaunt « 8 

James F. Hartman 8 

F. M. Talbott 2 

Miss Fannie Damon 2 

M. W. Morrison i 

C. H. Holden 2 

Miss A. Sinsel 2 

MissLucelia Douglass 2 



BERKELEY COUNTY— E. M. Walker, J^up't 

By the grace of Providence I am permitted to make the second 
annual report of the public schools of Berkeley county since my offi- 
cial duties as Superintendent have begun. Whilst the report is im- 
perfect, (as all things human,) I hope it may give such information as, 
not only, to be promotive of the school interests of Berkeley county, 
but, in connection with the other county reports, may add its mite in 
propagating the interests of the public school system of our young 
State. These reports are tedious to make out, to a respectable con- 
clusion, from the complicated reports of the districts, and the incon- 
formity of the printed headings of district reports and those of the 
annual report books. But we recognize the importance of thei^ 
reports as being one of the great auxiliaries in maintainimg the gen- 
eral discipline of the schools of the State; without which they would 
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soon fall into decay and become a huge chaos. My experience has 
been that discipline is the soul of the school, and, it matters little 
what the teacher's qualifications are as to his text books, if he fails as 
a disciplinarian, the school is a failure ; therefore we enjoin upon our 
teachers that their first great duty is, to put their schools, morally, 
under excellent discipline, and then they may teach with that success 
which is so essential for the welfare of our schools. The institmtion 
is slowly surmounting the old prejudices which still linger in the 
bosoms of those who cannot see why they should pay taxes for the 
education ot other people's children, not taking the fact into eoneid- 
eration that educated labor is worth twenty-five per centum more 
than uneducated, and that morally, socially and pecuniarily the ad- 
vantage is in favor of the large property holder. These old prejudices 
must be overcome by the usefulness of the public schools, and their 
good fruit borne by the masses. To do this the system must make 
ample returns for the money expended upon them — must be made a 
credit to the State. How that word "free school" tingles in mine 
ears, from a sort of odium attached to it some years ago, but may 
Providence help us to get away from it, (the odium) as I think He has 
in Berkeley, and hope, throughout the State. Some years ago it was 
pointed out to us as discreditable to teach in the "/ree schools " at the 
county, now it seems to rank among the laudable professions, and yet 
the salaries, a3 you may see from the reports, have been reduced. 
This shows that cramped and fettered as we are, in some respects, 
that we may make the system popular among all classes by display- 
ing energy and honesty of purpose, from the highest to the lowest 
officer connected with the system. You will observe that the teachers 
of this county are improving, for, as the school boy would say, we are 
still bearing on, making the examinations harder rather than easier, 
impressing upon them the importance of good order. I would sug- 
gest some changes in the school law, section 2. Ten days are pillowed 
to the presidents and clerks of elections to make repert of election to 
the Board of Education of their district. This strikes us as simply 
nonsense, when it could be done in one day as well as ten. Under 
this section it takes as long to hear from a county school election as a 
United States election. May we be delivered from this. The judges 
and clerks who hold the election under the above seption should be 
paid reasonably, say $2 each ; also the trustees and the members of 
the several boards of education. Tlrere is no just reason why these 
officers should p^irform this work gratis. If the work is worth being 
done it is worth paying for. I would like to make? comments upon 
the defects in the law, but time and space will not permit. I gave 
you in my last report a geographical account of the various districis 
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in Berkeley cauDty, and think it now only necessary to refer you to 
my statistical and financial reports to show .the working of the public^ 
school system in the districts of the county. We are obtaining an 
excellent class of teachers, and great harmony prevails. A bright 
future is dawning. 

The taxable property of the several districts in this county is as 
follows, together with the amounts levied in each district for the 
respective funds : 

In Mill Greek District the whole amount of taxable property wa» 
$592,121, on which a levy of 12 cents on the one hundred dbUars val- 
uation, produced $710.54 for teacher's fund, and a levy of 4 cents> 
produced $236.85 for building fund. 

in Gerardstown District the taxable property was $645,628; levy 
for teacher's fund 25 cents, producing $1,614.07 ; levy for building 
fund 10 cents, producing $645.62. 

In Arden District the whole amount of taxable property waa 
$844,028, from which by a levy of 20 cents there was raised for teach- 
er's fund $1,688.16, and by a levy of 5 cents for building fund thero 
was raised $405.71. 

In Opequon District, taxable property $686,252, levy for teacher^s 
fund 19 cents, amount levied $1,581.17 ; levy for building fund 8 
cents, producing $665.75. 

In Falling Waters, whole amount of property $699,052 *; levy for 
teacher's fund 30 cents, amounting to $2,097.14; for buiding fund, 
levy 5 cents, amounting to $349.51. 

City of Marti nsburg. Independent District, amount ot taxable 
property $1,705,301 ; levy for teacher's fund 50 cents, building fund 
20 cents, producing in the aggregate $11,937.10. 

In fledgesville, amount of property $927,416; levy for teacher's, 
fund 20 cents, producing $2,380.54; building^ fund 5 cents, making 
$463.70. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



John Sellers 1 

B. F. Snyder 2 

W. A. Pitzer 1 

M. G. Albright 1 

Joel Hine 3 

Joseph Tisiuger 2 

J. Newton Hall 1 

Wm. Beall 2 

H. S. Butts 2 

G. Wm. M. Tobler 2 

S. C. Rhodes 2 

M. H. Carter 2 

Henry C. Evans 2 

James W. B. Evans 2 

F. M. Franal 1 

Morgan Morgan 2 

JohnT. McKown 3 

Wm. H. Miller 4 

M. K. Butts 8 

Samuel L. Dodd 2 

James Robinson 3 

D. H. Dodd 4 

T. C. Siler 2 

A. P. Lord 2 

Charles R. Nipe .^ 4 

€. W. Wayble 3. 1 

J. H. p:ast«r 2 

J. Walker Pultz 2 

Wm. B. Stewart 2 

J. E. Honser 2 

A. M. Graham 1 

J. P. Stump 2 



George A. Newton (colored) 2 

George W. Green (colored) 4 

John T. Butler (colored) 4 

O. N. Heatmale 3 

B. J. Reed 2 

J. H.Triplett 3 

A. B. Zimmerman 2 

W. H. Hollis 3 

R. Frankenberg 5 

D. S. Noble 2 

Dr. Geo. W. Daniels 2 

E. P. Williamson 5 

Miss Laura J. Harley 1 

Miss Ella Duncan 1 

MissH. V. Stump 1 

Mrs. Dr. Johnson 1 

Miss Mollie McCaleb 1 

Miss A. E. Griffith 1 

Miss Laura Olmstead .*. 1 

Miss M. A. Vanmeter 3 

Miss Lizzie C. Raynols 4 

Miss Susan Williamson 3 

Miss Maggie Beard 2 

Miss Nellie Anderson 2 

Miss Octa via Triplett 4 

Miss Mary B. McKown 4 

Lucy Christy (colored) 4 

Sarah Johnson (colorea) 4 

Ully Lee (colored) 5 

Katy Taylor (colored) 4 

Mary Brauson (colored) 5 

_^ , 



BOONE COUNTY— Gary Toney, Sup't. 

It is a source of regret to me that our schools have not generally 
been taught the full period of four months. I am fully convinced 
that our people are in favor of the free school sj-stem, and will con- 
tinue to carry out the provisions of the school law, and will carry it 
■out more eagerly. 

The vote for levy at our last election was greater than it ever had 
been ; but few voting against levy. Persons who formerly opposed 
the levy are now the wairmest supporters of it. 

I am in hopes our Legislature, at its next sitting, will correct er- 
rors that its wisdom may best judge. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Wm. D. Alford 2 

George Sayres 2 

L. D. Browning 3 

Franklin H. Brown, (colored) 3 

Alexander James, (colored) 2 

Wm. C. Ryan 2 

S. H. Campbell 1 

W.B. Chapman 1 

I. R. F. Mosely 1 

M. J. Bradley 1 

A. V. Pixley 1 

John Morris 1 

R. M. Campbell 1 

V. Sanford 2 

John C. Chapman 2 

A. B. Whitten 2 

Adam Toney 3 

Isaac L. Eustace 1 

W. L. Vanhorn 1 



Ella Vanhorn 1 

J. A. Cassiday 1 

W. H. BaU 3 

Miss I. E. Easter 3 

Gilbert M. BaU 3 

F. M. Vickers 1 

L. F. Vickers 3 

John F. D. Bowman 2 

John H. Wood 1 

B. F. H^er 3 

John F. Ball 3 

Susan Cantley 1 

EllaE. Hopkins 3 

Henrietta H. Hopkins 1 

S. W. Oxley 2 

John P. Harman 3 

Isom Foster 2 

Millard Adkins S 
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BRAXTON COUNTY— J. W. Humphries, Suy't 

I herewith transmit my annual report for the year ending August 
31, 1875. This report has been very difficult to make, for two rea- 
sons : In the first place there is a discrepancy between the blanks 
used by the secretaries of the several boards and that used by myself, 
the secretaries not having been furnished with the new blank forms 
for a report. And in the second place, there was a change of secre- 
taries in the Holly District, which prevented a complete and accurate 
report from being made from that district. It will be seen that the 
county is in debt to the Building Fund $1,686.66, and has a sur- 
plus to the credit of the Teacher's Fund of $1, 268.64. 

There seems to be an indifference on the part of trustees as to their 
duties ; comparatively few of them make reports of any kind to the 
secretaries. It occurs to me that this neglect of duty should be made 
cause for dismissal or removal by the boards, untif we get trustees 
who will make reports. 

As my term of office commenced at the close of this scholastic year, I 
did not visit any of the schools, but my predecessor informs me that 
they rendered general satisfaction. 

The independent District of Sutton has a school house which, though 
incomplete, was in use for three months during the summer. There 
were seven houses built in the county this year. 

Although the free school system is steadily gaining in popularity 
among the intelligent and appreciative portion of our population^ 

there still exists a prejudice against it, which cannot be accounted for, 
only that those who oppose it are generally men who are opposed to 
progress in the right direction generally. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Miss H. D. Floyd 2 

E. V. Frame 2 

W. T. Keener 4 

C. K. Newlon 2 

M. Wisenfeltd 3 

J. A. Piereon 1 

G. M. Berry 1 

Mrs. C. D. Berry 1 

D. S. Morton 1 

J. E. Rollyson 5 

B. F. HamrJc 3 

W. H. Given 3 

M. A. Wilangby 6 

B. F. Keener 2 

MissC. E. Berry 8 

W. S. Hammer '. 1 

C. L. Engle , 2 

J. W. Humphreys 1 

J. A. Curry 3 

C. L. Wilson 3 

J. C. Salisbury 4 

C. S. Hall 1 

Miss I. M. Garee 2 

Mortimer Rose 1 

T. E. Friend 5 

Reed Powers 2 

J. M. Hamric 3 

J. M. Hyer 3 

J. S. Garee 3 

J. Y. Gillaspie 4 

W. K. Bender 1 

J. G. Perrine 3 

N. H. Meadows 3 

J. Newt. Rusmisel 1 

W. M. Roberts 3 

G. R. Gibson » 2 

A.J. Salisbury 2 

S. F. Griffiin 1 

T. G. Cutlip 1 

L. D. Humphries 1 



H. W. Herald 1 

M. F. Gibson 2 

L A. Friend 3 

J. P. Berry 1 

M. F. Corley 2 

V. B. Frame 2 

J. S. Garee 2 

P. E. Berry 1 

J. M. Hanna 2 

Willis Frame 5 

F. L. Morrison 3 

W. L. Kelly 2 

J. W. Berry 1 

Miss Sarah Hickman 4 

J. F. Berry 1 

W. H. Green 2 

Miss Bridgett Green : 3 

Miss L. J. Berry 3 

Miss Ella Berry 3 

W. M. Roberts 2 

J. M.Roberts 3 

C. R. Taylor 2 

J. M. Hyer 2 

B. F. Keener 2 

J. E. Rollyson 3 

J. M. Stewart 4 

W. T. Keener 3 

J. W. Hanna 1 

P. C. Roberts 2 

David McQueen 2 

P. L. Curry 1 

Willis Frame 4 

J. C. Salisbury 3 

A. C. Ellison 5 

William Krafft. 4 

L.P.Rogers 2 

D. B. T-oyd 3 

M. E. Fiddler 2 

F. B. Hosey 4 



BKOOKE COUNTY— J. W. Hough, Sup't 

In Bubmitting this, my fifth anmial report of the condition of free 
schools in Brooke county, it affords me great pleasure to say that last 
year was one of unusual prosperity for Brooke county in educational 
matters. We had faithful and energetic teachers ; all seemed to be 
indefatigable in their labors. I think all succeeded in securing the 
attention of pupils, and advancing them in the various branches of 
study. I think our school law, as it is at present, works well, but 
would suggest some amendments. Would it not be better to have 
our school election at the time of general State or county election, 
and thus obviate the expense of two elections? In regard to the 
power of the Board of Education, as to annual levy for the support 
of schools, I think the length of time for which to levy should be left 
discretionary with the Board, because voters will differ very much in 
regard to this matter. If the matter was left with the Board, it would 
doubtless be as satisfactory to the people, and as well for the school 
system. 



56 FBEE SCHOOLS. 

As to the number of days for school month, would not twenty be 
much better than twenty-two ? It would be much more convenient 
in making out reports. We should, in my opinion, in order to secure 
the great design for which the school system was instituted, adopt a 
compulsory system of education. It is a fact that comes under our 
daily observation that some of our citizens deprive their children of 
the advantages of an education by detaining them from school on the 
most trivial causes. 

Children have rights, and one right is the advs^ntago of an educa- 
tion, where the State provides for it, and the parent who is so ignor- 
ant or indolent as to deprive the child of this most sacred right ought 
to be compelled by legislative enactment to send his child to schooL 

I return my thanks to the people of Brooke county for their en- 
couragement and support in my efforts to advance the cause of edu- 
cation. 

TEACHEBS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



F. C. Waddle 2 

Annie Lassear » 2 

8. Cornelia Hunter 2 

John A. Blattan , 1 

Lein. J. Tucker 1 

Samuel Amspoker 1 

W. M. Tom 2 

Henry Hervey 1 

Kate McGuire 2 

Hermine Wright 2 

J. C. Wright 1 

H. E. Worstell 1 

James L. Richardson 1 

Catharine Sharp 2 

A. C. Snedekor 1 

Frank P. St. Clair 1 

R. M. Lee 1 

Amelias. Biggs 3 

W. D. Cox 4 

Lizzie Hough 1 



Lizzie B. I^zear 1 

Annie B. Halley 1 

Will. A. Strain 1 

A. S. Hunter 2 

W. B. Orr 2 

Martha J. Cox 1 

Annie M. Bell 1 

James B. Lazear 1 

Sade B. Garrett 1 

James D. Lazear 1 

Addie Carriens 1 

Charles Kyle 1 

.Jane Smith 2 

Jennie W. Foutch 1 

Belle Speaker 2 

Jennie Ray 1 

Carrie E. Burt 1 

E. M. St. Clair 2 

W. H. Anderson 1 

R. B. Anderson 1 



CABELL COUNTY— Wm. Algeo, Sujpt 

We have 3471 of school age, an increase of 171, or about 0.51 per 
cent, over last year. The enumeration last July (which goes into the 
report of 1876) shows an increase of nearly O.G per cent. Our non- 
attendance is too large for a civilized people and an enlightened age, 
but to give the reasons for this frightful absenteeism would be lo 
repeat what was said last year. Cannot something be done for these 
helpless victims of circumstances ? It appears to me that there should 
be a law compelling parents to send their children to school. This 
may not look democratic, but all dangerous diseases should receive 
heroic treatment. 
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Look at [Prussia to-day I What has given her the commanding 
position and influence she has among the nations of Europe and the 
world ? The compulsory clause in her school law. If we had such a 
clause in our school law, no man should complain, but thank God for 
such a beneficent system. We are thankful here because the light of 
intelligence is becoming brighter and brighter every day, and with 
God's blessing its rays will soon penetrate to the most benighted re- 
gions. I take pleasure in saying that the secretaries of Guyandotte, 
Union, McComas and the village of Barboursville, sent correct reports 
to this oflSce this time. The report from Barboursville district is 
wrong in several particulars. Our schools were better this year than 
ever before. Teachers know that the standard of qualifications is 
raised every year, and they labor to improve themselves. 

The report from Huntington is correct, and so is the most import- 
ant part of report from Grant. I made fifty-four visits to schools, and 
in every instance found teachers doing well. I ordered teachers to 
use none but Harvey's Grammar, but in some instances the people 
told the teacher to give no heed to my instructions, and they would 
pay all fines. I cannot see how any one competent to judge can want 
his child to use Pinneo rather than Harvey. I am still of the opin- 
ion that Stahl's Eegisters are too complex for the misses and boys that 
generally use them; besides many of our school oflScers are not edu- 
cated in any sense of that word. 

We had too colored schools this year, one in Guyandotte and the 
other in Huntington. I visited both and found thom progressing 
finely. We did hope to start another school for the blacks at the 
•Court House, but the change made in the law in 1873 made it impos- 
sible. We believe this law does the colored people a great wrong. 
There are few places in West Virginia outside of the large towns 
where twenty-five can be got together, and where this cannot be done 
the colored children must grow up like noxious weeds. The compari- 
fion does not stop here; without education they will be as useless as 
weeds, and will finally be cut down by a law they never had an oppor- 
tunity to know. We have had schools for the whites that did not 
average ten pupils in daily attendance. Why cannot ten negro children 
have the same opportunities ? We know the fund belonging to the 
colored youth **can be used in such a way as the Board of Education 
may deem best," but this clause is a dead letter. In 1872 I told the 
colored people if they would move into one district, (those near 
Cabell C. H.,) I would get a teacher for them. Many of them moved 
near town, as they say, for no other reason. The law was changed in 
1873, and now these people believe that I misrepresented facts, and 

8 
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never intended to give them a school. If I had more room I would 
go more into details, but most of the £&et6 given here can be gleaned 
trom the body of this report. 

For the school year ending August 31, 1874, we had but 61 per 
cent, of the youths enrolled as pupils of our schools, while the aver- 
age attendance was only 33f per cent. For the year just closed we 
report 3,471 of school age. Of this number 2,297 were enrolled as 
members of our schools, and the average attendance was 1,238. In 
other words, 66 1-10 per cent, of our children were nominally pupils 
in some school, while but 35 6-10 per cent, were really so. It will bet seen 
that we are improving in this direction. In this matter of educating 
their children the blacks have shown more interest than we have. 
Here are the figures : We have 121 colored youth in the county; 87 
of this number are enrolled as members of the two schools* they had, 
and the average attendance is reported as 62. In other words, 72 per 
cent, are enrolled, and the average attendance is 52 per cent, of the 
whole number. Our schools being in session during the cold months 
a large per cent, are kept at home from lack of clothing and shoes. 
Some more do not come to schoc 1 because their parents cannot, or 
will not, get books. 

Our free school system has some bitter enemies, but they are so few 
that they are ashamed to say much. The people now understand 
their own interests, and the free school system is an institution with us 
forever. No earthly power can remove it from our midst. We had 
two graded and fifty-five common schools. The teachers of these 
schools received for their services the sum of $10,840.17. The cost 
for fuel for these schools was $620.84, for enrollment $83, for sweep- 
ing buildings and making fires $227.95. After houses are built and 
furnished these will be about all the necessary expenses excepting a 
few dollars in each sab-district for contingencies. Taking these 
amounts for a basis, and reckoning the cost of tuition per pupil fi*om 
the average attendance, the cost of tuition per pupil is $9.58 for a 
session of 5 1-14 months. This is certainly cheap, and there is no 
reason why it could not be much cheaper. If parents would send 
their children to school it would be cheaper. It is true that any one 
interested in the subject can take the figures from the body of the 
report and make his own calculations, but the misfortune is that few 
will take that trouble. 

We examined and granted certificates to 77 applicants this year. 
The strangest part of the business is that not one failed, I paid over 
to examiners, for two days preparing our work and four days examin- 
ing, $54.00. I paid to the Sheriff $16.00, for which I hold his receipts. 
Two persons wore admitted to a private examination to fill vacancies 
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caused by the resignation of teachers. " There is yet $5.00 unac- 
counted for. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



J. T. Hysell 2 

Mias Jessie Miller 8 

Mrs. A. F. Delaney 2 

Miss L. Maussin 2 

Miss Flora Scott 2 

Miss Mary Johnson 2 

MissC. R. J«well 2 

Miss Emma Richey 3 

John W^il 1 

Miss E. McKnigbt 2 

Miss Alice Ho£ 2 

W.M. Workman 2 

John Laidley 2 

Mrs. J.E. LaidJey 2 

A. D. Chesterman 2 

D. B. Childers 3 

E. A. Swann 4 

S A. V. Swayne 2 

Miss E. Gillett 2 

Miss E. Sayre 2 

Chas. A. Walton 3 

Edgar Gardener 4 

J. A. Hatfield ., 2 

Jos. M. Hatfield 2 

T. B. Summers 2 

Miss A. Blake 4 

R. A. Claughton 2 

C. S. Boston (colored) 3 

R. W. Lewis 3 

Henry L. Beckett 3 

Arthur Merrill 2 

Peyton Walker 3 

MissA. Ruffner 2 

MissM. Wilson 4 

J. A. Black 3 

E. M. Dunning 2 

H. J. Baumgardner 2 

Miss Georgia Hunt 2 

Geo. R. Dement 4 



J. D. Carter.... 2 

A. H. Melrose 2 

E. W. Black 4 

J. D. Undsell 2 

M. E. Vass 3 

Rice C. Vass 2 

Liicetta Blake 3 

A. U. Laidley 2 

C. Morrison 2 

Geo. Boster 2 

T. Ray 3 

Miss A. Hoff 2 

MissCassie Hanley 4 

W. J. James (colored) 3 

C. F. Butler 1 

Isaac Bryant (colored) 3 

J. J. Rousey ' 2 

G. T. Shirkey 1 

J. C. Reece 1 

E. W. Black 4 

J. A. Black 2 

Mrs..!. A. Jones (colored) 4 

Ida Hanley 3 

Emma J. McOonias 3 

Jas. L. Clark 3 

W. P. Nye 3 

C. W. Payne 1 

Lyda Beesom 3 

P H. Childers 2 

Miss E. Stone 2 

S. Scott 4 

D. S. Henderson 3- 

C.T. Childers 4 

W. C Bramblett 2 

T. B. Summers 1 

H. C. Dunkle 2 

R. C. Chattei-son 2 

J. N. Russell 2 



CALHOUN COUNTY— P. W. Bruppy, Sup't 

You will be able to note quite an improvement in the school de- 
partment of this county by comparing this report with that of last 
year. You will see that the whole number attending school is 1,011 ; 
total average dailj' attendance, 706. Last year the number attend- 
ing school was 844, and the average daily attendance 592; an increase 
of 167 attending school, and 114 average daily attendance. The 
average number of months taught last year was 2.77; this year it i& 
2.90. I consider school oflScers and teachers have done their respec- 
tive duties, aud succeeded in conducting their business well, and that 
there is a growing interest in schools on the part of people, teachers- 
and officers. 

Calhoun County Teachers' Institute has been in session about four 
different times in this year, at which many of our teachers were pres- 
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ent, manifesting quite an interest, and it is hoped that good results 
will be the fruit of their labor. 

It is found to be quite expensive and laborious to teachers to attend 
and keep up the organization of the institute, and in consideration of 
that fact it is respectfully suggested that the law requiring twenty- 
two days for a school month be changed to twenty days, thereby en- 
abling a teacher to teach a month in a month and on the expense of a 
month's board, as boarding is estimated by the week and four weeks 
for a month, whilst it requires four weeks and two days to teach a 
month ; and that the time spent at inbtitutes, when the teacher is en- 
gaged in teaching, be allowed as time taught, and compensated in the 
same way. 

The Board of Education does not allow salary sufficiently remun- 
erative to command the services of the best teachers. Thirty-five 
dollars per month is the highest for "No. 1 teachers. Allowing ten 
dollars per month for board, the teacher would not make more than 
twenty -four dollars per month, to say nothing about other expenses 
connected with the school, which would be not less than (our dollars, 
leaving the teacher the small sum of twenty dollars per month. In 
consideration of the above facts, it is suggested that the law be so 
changed as to give greater margin for levy, and that the salary of 
teachers be fixed by law, making it uniform, at least, in counties 

It is further considered necessary to call the attention of the State 
Superintendent to the fact that the sheriff of this county declines or 
refuses to settle with the Board of Education, as required by section 
46 of tKe school law, on the ground that an act passed by the Legis- 
lature, 1873, requiring the sheriff to settle with commissioners ap- 
pointed by the courts for all moneys received and disbursed by him 
for county and district purposes ; and it is believed that it would be 
more satisfactory to school officers, and more conducive to the inter- 
ests of the people, if the sheriff be required to settle with the Board 
of education so far as pertains to school funds. 

It is further suggested that section 34 of the school law be amended 
so as to more clearly define the duties of adjoining counties and dis- 
tricts in regard to the support of schools composed of different coun- 
ties and districts, constituting union schools. 

The working of the free school system is, generally, satisfactory, and 
the school laws applicable in most cases. 

In conclusion, I respectfully tender my thanks to the people and 
school officers of Calhoun county for the courtesy extended me dur- 
ing my term of office. 



REPORT OF GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT. 61 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Josiah Jarvis 3 

Miss Emily Knight 3 

W. H. Robisson 2 

C. E. Robiaron 2 

A. J. Barr 1 

A. Dulin 1 

Miss H. A. Wolverton 4 

MissZ. E. Bruflfey 1 

Miss AzettaDullD 2 

Warren Johnson 1 

W. H. Ayres 1 

Miss S.J. Downey 3 

A. W. Reip 2 

W. W. Cheonewoth 4 



C-. E. VandeveDder 1 

A. E. Keller 3. 

G. G. Stump 4 

T. K. Perrel 2. 

D. W. Knight 1 

E. B.RolysoD 1 

L. C. FisWMck 1 

8. A. Knotts 4 

Misf* Minora Knotls 5 

J. U. Tetrie 4 

A. Rice » 

S. A. Knotts 3 

J. A. Westfall , 2 



CLAY COUNTY— K. E. Lesueur, Sup't 

I find that the sheriflP has been allowed a commission from seven 
and a half per cent, to nothing. The school law in the pamphlet form 
does not give the amount of commission. 

They have also allowed him commission on the State fund. In 
making their settlements, every district charges so much as State, and 
Teachers' and Building Fund. I discovered that they add their State 
and Teachers' Fund together and take the amount of vouchers pro- 
duced by sheriff from the whole amount, and then charge balance due 
on Teachers' Fund so much. Now, it is this way, suppose the Stale 
Fund is three hundred dollars, levy three hundred, the amount of 
vouchers three hundred dollars. Now they take the amount of 
vouchers from the whole, and suppose that the sheriff is entitled to 
commission from the fact that there was a levy laid to the amount of 
three hundred dollars, which would do j but on the next settlement 
they fail to recognize that the balance on hand is State Fund and the 
next settlement. They have received funds for another year of three 
hundred dollars, and they have a levy of three hundred dollars, which 
added to the balance on hand, make a sum of eight hundred and 
ninety-one dollars. Now the sheriff brings forward vouchers to tho 
amount of five hundred and ninety-one dollars, which they allow him 
a commission on; this amount you see is composed of State and levy^ 
the amount of State is five hundred and ninety-one dollars, and levy 
three hundred dollars, here he gets commission on two hundred and 
ninety-one dollars that comes from the State. 

The county court has called on the sheriff for a settlement of the 
school funds, but they have not, as yet, been able to get one for the 
first time. 

I do not think that the law will ever be complied with, until officers 
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become liable to a fine for not settling by such a time, and then they 
would make their arrangements to settle by the time. 

We have had a great deal of trouble this fall in regard to a board 
of examiners, the presidents of the different boards failing to appoint 
a board, the new (oflScers) presidents coming into office, and thinking 
it not their duty, failed to meet for some time. I think it would be 
well to amend section twenty-seven of the school law, that if there 
be a failure on the part of the presidents of the diffierent boards, that 
they meet at some other time appointed by the superintendent of the 
county. 

Section sixteen should be amended so as to require the trustees to 
sell out to the lowest bidder, all articles included in this section, and 
give at least ten days notice of his intention by posting a notice on 

the school house door. 

Section thirty -four. This section should be amended so as to com- 
pel boards of education to post notices of the sales of houses to be 
built in their districts, at least three weeks before sale, and sell pub- 
licly to the lowest bidder. 

Section thirteen should be amended so that trustees should not em- 
ploy teachers to commence schools until 1st November, unless at 
least two-thirds of the voters in";^sub-district sign a petition to that 
effect. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



^Samuel Ashley 3 

D. P. Bell 2 

Jasper Givens * 1 

C. B. Hall 1 

W. L. Hall 8 

L. W. Herold 1 

R. F. Hamric 1 

T. B. Horan 1 

Rosa E. King 1 

James Koontz 1 

J. B. Morris 2 

H. L. Morris 3 

John T.Moore 3 

F. F. McClung 1 

H.Nottingham 1 

1). S. Pettigrew 2 



B. M. Rogers 2 

S. N. Rollyson i 

E. B. Rollyson 1 

J. R. Shelton 2 

C. A. Sydenstricker ^ 1 

G. Stephenson l 

T. B. Stephenson l 

0. Stephenson 8 

Wm. D. Sandford 2 

Morgan Tuplet 2 

Alex. Summers : 2 

J. W. Whitman 1 

W. C. Young 2 

D. K. Youne 2 

Jasper W. Young 1 



DODDEIDGE COUJ^TY- -J. V. Blair, Sup't 

This report must inevitably be inaccurate, as the reports nade to 
me were very incomplete. As I was not in the county last year when 
the schools were in operation, I can not say much of their progress, 
but presume there was a very perceptible improvement, as there has 
©een from year to year since the publi« schools oommenced. I know 
thitt many of our young teachers were attending good schools in the 
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fall of '74, preparing for their important work. Surely their im- 
provement was the schools' improvement, and their new-learned ideas 
became the property of the people. I admire and extol this enthusi- 
astic and determined spirit that some of our teachers exhibit. It 
bids fair to root out and extinguish that class of teachers that spend 
all the vacation of our schools without trying to make any self im- 
provement. I am convinced from another fact that our schools made 
some progress : My predecessor, Eev. F. J. Ashburn, was remarkable 
as an enthusiastic and energetic school worker, and I know that un- 
der his working influence they could but improve. 

The school buildings built in the last three or four years have been 
put up on a more modern style than those formerly built. Many 
houses have been much improved, but we have several very inferior 
buildings yet. 

In obedience to the fifty-sixth section of the school law, I proceed 
to say something concerning it. In the first place, I consider it a 
good laWy and quite an improvement on the one we had previous to 
its adoption. But while I say this. I do not claim that it reaches the 
point neplus ultra^ nor that it is free from error. It is the abuse in 
the administration of this law by incompetent oflScers that has 
enshrouded it in gloom and darkness. 

Now allow me to suggest a few amendments : 

1. The report that I send you should be made by the superintend- 
ent in oflSce during the year for which it is made out. This appears 
self-evident when we notice the fact that he knows the condition and 
progress of the schools for that year, while his successor has nothing 
from which to make a report, except the too often imperfect statistical 
and financial reports furnished by the Secretaries of the Boards of 
Education. 

2. The members of the Board of Education should receive for every 

day necessarily engaged in the discharge of their duty such pay per 
diem as would justify them to be more attentive to the business of the 

office. 

3. The school month should be changed from twenty-two to twenty 
days, 

4. It should be definitely stated in the law that teachers' certificates 
expire with the scholastic year ending August 3l8t. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



J. V. Blair 

Mary Slocomb 

T. M. Davia 

Lucinda Dayis 

Mary StrickliDg 

Mary A. McGiiinis.... 

J. H. Gain 

G. W. Ice 

EUa Charter , 

Jdo. J. Ingle 

Nettie Morse 

C. L. Polan 

A. S. Loveall 

Delia Martin 

A. D. Fleming , 

M. A. Schute 

Benton McMillan 

P. B.McClain 

W. H. Martin 

M. W. Davis 

Jas. S. Arehbole 

Samantha McGinnis.. 

A. T. Arehbole 

Jas. 8. Boyers , 

J. C. Liniger 

May Jeffrey 

W. R. Mclntire 



M. I. Ripley. 

Thomas F. Douglass 

Dtxon Ash 

W. F. Hudklns 

J. Taylor 

A. G. Ryan 2 

Jas. A. Straley 2 

Robert E. Lawrence 2 

T. H. Lowther 2 

Festus P Ford 2 

A. S. Britton 2 

A. O. Britton 2 



J. H. Benedim 2 

Henry Ash 2 

W. A. Stern , ». 2 

Hamilton Ash 2 

J. J. Pope 2 

F. A. Orr «,. 2 

John Fearer 2 

D G. Powell 2 

U. D. McQain 2 

M. S. Haoes 2 

T. P. DouglaM 2 

Hattie V. Powel 2 

C. H. Davis 2- 

J. K. Wilcox 2 

T. H. Kemper 2 

T. W. Martin 2* 

Sarah E. McClain 2 

Penelope Powel 2 

D. F. F. Randolph ^.. S' 

H. J. Enlow „ „ 8- 

Rhoda Shull S" 

John B. Romine 8 

Jas. C. Kemper /. 9 

John W. Flauegan 8 

Thomas B. Pepper 8 

M. E. McQain 8 

Jas. T.Sherwood.... 8 

Samuel Larentz 8 

Lot Pearcy 8 

David D. Garrett 8 

Sarah J. Yanhorn 8 

W. B. Hudson 8 

Minda Underwood .' 8 

A. M. Wade 8 

Robert E. McClain 8 

Ephraim Bell 8 

John O. Osborn 4 

G. Doak 4 

John D. Snodgrass 4 



FAYETTE COUNTY— O. W. Hughart, Supt 



There is but little opposition to our free school system amon^ us, 
and there is a noticeable improvement both in the teachers and tho- 
schools of this county. 

I visited sixty-seven schools last year, and found most of them ia 
good condition. 

There are in the county five districts, and seventy-three sub dis- 
tricts. Seventy-three schools were taught during the year, and two 
thousand and ninety-two attended school. This is about seven ty-ft)ur- 
per cent, of the whole number enumerated, while the attendance the 
previous year was only seventy-one per cent. 

Falls — This District is divided into five sub-districts, and kept open 
seven schools for four months. It has five school-houses — two frame 
and three log, and another log house is nearly completed. The aver- 
age salary paid teachors, $34.50. 
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Kanawha — kept nine schools open four months. It has nine sub-dis- 
tricts and seven school houses — one frame and six log, and has under 
contract a good frame house, to be built at Kanawha Falls this year. 
Average salary of teachers $36.11. 

Fayetteville is divided into twenty sub-districts, and has nineteen 
log houses, all well seated. It has one log house under contract, 
which will be completed this winter. Nineteen schools, were kept 
open on an average nearly four months. Average salary paid teach- 
ers in the district, $36.56. 

Mountain Cove — Three school houses were built in this district last 
year — two of these are the best in the county. It has twenty-three 
sub-districts, and twenty houses — twelve frame and eight log. 
Twenty -two schools were kept open four months. The County Su- 
perintendent taught the school at Look Out, in this district, which 
was attended by twelve young teachers. Average salary allowed 
teachers $21.05. 

Sewell Mountain. — This is a sparsely settled district, and the aver- 
age daily attendance on four of its schools was only eleven, and 
another's average was only seven. It has seventeen sub- districts, and 
kept open sixteen schools for three months. There arc in the district 
sixteen houses — all log — and another is under contract. 

The Board has under contract a frame house, 32x24, with two 
rooms, at Quinnemont, which will be completed this winter. This 
house will cost about $450. Average salary paid teachers $30.56. 

teachers' association. 

"The Fayette County Teachers' Association" was organized last 
fall, and promises to be a success. There were three meetings of this 
association last 3'ear, and some of our teachers manifested a consid- 
erable interest in it, but I am sorry to say that not more than one half 
of the teachers of the county could be induced to attend. I think 
every teacher should be required to attend some county institute at 
least six days in each year. 

SCHOOL LAW. 

The following changes in the school law would, I think, advance 
the interests of our schools : 

1. Teachers should be j»aid a uniform salary, according to grade, 
throughout the county; 2. Each member of the Board of Education 
should have a reasonable compensation for his services— say one dol- 
lar per day for not exceeding ten days in the year ; 3. The school 
month should contain but twenty days. 

9 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Wm. A. Amick « 3 

Th08. P. Bagby 1 

J. A. Bennett 3 

Benjamin Bibb 1 

G. W. Bowers 2 

Miss E. Braley 2 

W. L. Burdott 3 



Rowland Hill ^ « 4 

Mi88 V. E. Hill 8 

Ml88 C. J. Hitchcock ^ 8 

E. B. Huddleston 8 

D. H. Hundley 4 

L. D. Isbell 1 

Mrs. M. L. IsbeU 1 



Jas. W. Burruss 3iC. F.Johnson 2 



Isaac C Cuvendisti 2 

Wm. H. Cooper 3 

A. F. Crookshauks 3 



W. J. Kirk 8 

J. R. KoontK 2 

Marcellus Knight 2 



R. W. Cuiran 2 J. C. Love 1 

Mihou Curtis 3;S. H. Love 1 

A. O. Darlington 4 M. M. Malcolm 2 

W. M. D'lvis 4 A. B. Maupin 2 

Miss M. E. Dews llW. S. McCutchen , 4 

A. K. Dickerson 2, Miss Rebecca McKuight 8 

J. W. Dickerson 3iWarren McVey 8 

W. R. Duwsou 2!w.t. Miller 3 

Jolin A. Eary S\W. M. Miller 2 

P. M.Eailes 5;M. T. Moore 2 

D. B. Eisley I'E. R. Morgan 1 

T. E. Edwards 2 W. H. Iteimick 2 



John D. Feazell 2 

W. E. Feazell 2 

J. R. Ford : 2 

A. (t. Flanagan 2 

MissR. E. Gilbreath 2 

Isaac Gilkcson 3 

Miss S. M. Hagennan 3 

O. L. Hardy 2 

Mrs. V. F. jHarrow 2 

Geo. F. Henry 1 

G. C. Henry 2 

L. D. Hill 1 



F. W. Backer 4 

W. R. Settle ^ 3 

R. N. Shreve 8 

C, A. S. Sydenstricker 1 

Miss E. V. Towls ; 2 

Mason D. Walker ". 4 

M. M. Warren 3 

W. J. Wood 1 

Morris Wriston 8 

W. H. Vaughan 8 

Miss Virginia Young 2 



GILMER COUNTY— Levi Johnson, Sup't 

We have expended this year in building, the sum of $1,282.65, and 
for teachers the sum of $5,098.67, and $690.30 for repairs, fuel, &c., 
making the total expenditure in the county lor educational purposes 
the sum of $7,071.62 leaving a balance unexpended of the building 
fund of $441.32, and of the teachers' fund of $823.75. 

Our people are almost unanimous in favor of the free school sys- 
tem, and are willing, without a murmur, to be taxed for the support 
of schools, as was shown by their last vote ; there was scarcely a vote 
against it. But you will see from the reports that our schools (ex- 
cept the independent district of Glenville) could not be continued 
more than three months, notwithstanding some of the districts levied 
to the full limit of the law. 

There is a great improvement in the class of teachers in our county ; 
teachers that have been examined the present year, who were exam- 
ined last year, have obtained from one to three better grades. 

Our normal schools are turning out many good teachers annually, 
and should they be continued only a few years longer our State would 
be amply supplied with first-class teachers. Should the normal 
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schools be discoDtinued it will be a fatal blow to a uniform svstera of 
free schools. I hope that our Legislature will consider well before it 
acts upon the matter, arid make appropriations to continue them. 

The independent district of Glenville employs one teacher at a sal- 
ary of $4:0 per month, and pays the normal school $225 for the priv- 
ilege of sending part of the pupils to that school (which is in the 
same building), instead of hiring two teachers. 

I visited as many schools last winter as it was possible for mo to 
do, and found most of them in a prosperous condition, and most of 
the pupils whom I had met the year before greatly improved. There 
appears in most parts of our county to be a great thirst among large 
and small pupils to acquire an education, but I regret that our schools 
in this county cannot be continued longer than three months in the 
year. The time is too short, if it could be helped, but our people 
could bear no more taxation, if the law permitted it. 



TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Isaac F. Gollentine 5 

R. J. Simpsun 1 

Forbourne Scott 2 

Miss Ellen P. Shock 1 

Harvey Gofer 1 

W. S. stump 2 

MissR E. Hays 2 

Elliott Chinowoth 2 

Jasper NorraaD 3 

Taylor C. Gillespie 3 

Wm. M. Bennett 3 

Perrv M. Mick i 

A. N. Dodson 2 

Henry Netf. 1 

M. .T. Boggs 3 

D. S. Coberlev 3 

S. S. Stonesteet 3 

N. B. Brake 2 

A. J. Rymer 2 

H. A. t\ight 1 

Oliver C. McQuoin 3 

W. W. Burke 3 

Ferdinand F. Bush 3 

Samuel F. McClung 1 

R. R. Marshall 1 

Otha W. Ruckman 2 

MissVernaE Webb 1 



Nathan Coberlev 4 

Wm. D. Jemason 1 

Miss S. A. Pew 1 

Miss Ann H. Stump 2 

John J. Kidd 1 

Ellis E. Irake 3 

Svlvester E. Criss 3 

Miss M. Campbell 2 

James C. Bush 1 

Miss R. M. Conner 4 

William F. Hall 2 

George L. Ruddell 1 

Carr B. Bush 2 

Asa B. Harris 2 

Mifss M. B. Johnson 2 

David Skidmore 2 

William B. Reed 3 

Samuel Ayres 2 

J. C. Kirkpatrick 3 

Charles H. Connolly 3 

William James 2 

Lemuels. Vannoy , 

Miss D. Huflinan 

William L. Hays 

George McClung 

<Jolumbus Hall 

John A. Dunlap 



GEANT COUNTY— Edward F. Yossler, Supt 

Our enumeration since 1866 has been about the same; a proof that 
our population is stationary. Cost : A fraction over two cents per 
youth enumerated. 

The average number of months taught does not reach the number 
prescribed by law (4), because, in some sub-districts, on account of 
the scarcity of teachers, schools were commenced too late, and then, 
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in the spring, had to be dropped, for want of pupils, at the expira- 
tion of three months. 

The attendance was 61 J per cent., and the average attendance forty- 
three and one-fifth per cent, of the enumeration. On an average, 
therefore, more than one-half of our children stay at home during 
the short time we keep our schools open. At Petersburg and in Mil- 
roy district the attendance is less, and in Grant and Union more than 
the average of the county. 

Two colored schools, with an average attendance somewhat larger 
than that of the whites, were kept up in Grant and Milroy districts, 
in the latter only for three months. 

Visits to schools — I visited all schools I found in operation, at least 
once, many twice. Generally teachers and pupils were found doing- 
well and improving. 

You will see by the financial statement that our levies are consid- 
erably reduced. The cost of education was, in the independent dis- 
tricts, with a six months' school, $12.70, and in the districts with less 
than four months $5.75 per pupil. 

At the late election the levy was carried by large majorities in 
every district of this county. As an evidence of the estimation of 
the free school system by the people, this is certainly very gratifying 
to every lover of popular education. It is particularly so to me, un- 
der whose (jontrol the schools of Grant county have been so long. In 
looking back to the time when I first took charge (1866) 1 rejoice at 
the extent of the good work accomplished ; but a glance at the future 
shows how very much remains to be done, ere there might be the 
slightest cause for exultation. ^ 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Will. T. Allen 5; Jacob C. Judy 4 

John S. Bond 3 S. S. Laiulis 4 

Williaiu Buen 2!George T. Lee 2 



B. F. Cassiiday 1 

Ix)renzo D. Cliftord (cobred) 3 

Theodore Clilford " 5 

Miss Miiry R. Cunningham 4 

(Jeorge W. Dolly 2 

Miss Annie Dougherty 3 

Thomas W. Scott Foley 3 

Benjamin Funk 1 

Boyde H. Funic 2 

Miss Etnma L. Funk 3 

Miss Ruhanua V. George 4 

Miss Bessie S. Harman 3 

i:dward F. Hawk 5 

W. P. Hollen 3 

James Luther Holt 2 

Felix V. Idleman 3 



William Lentz a 

Miss Mary C. Lvon 3 

Charles VV. Mc6ee 4 

Samuel B. McNemar 3 

Ernest Nardeh 4 

A. M. Ours 3 

Cornelius Parsons 1 

John Roudebush 2 

Mr:*. Minerva Russell 3 

Josiah T. Shillingburg 5- 

Jacob M. Siever 4 

Jaiuos S. Snodgrass 3 

John Strother 3 

William F. Tucker 2 

Lee Webster 3 

Dennis Weimer % 
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GREENBEIER COUNTY— W. H. Lewis, Supt 

It is with much reluctance that I forward a report incomplete, and 
in some respects inaccurate. I have used much care and diligence to 
perfect it, but from the reports of the Boards of Education received 
by me, it is impossible to make a correct report of the schools of this 
county statistically and financially. I hope to be able to make a full 
report next year. As Judge McWhorter made a lull report, under 
this head, last year, and as I have just come into office, and conse- 
quently know but little about the condition of the schools, I shall 
submit my report (hoping that it will be received) as the best I can do 
under the circumstances. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Scipio (t. Armintroiit 2 

JamcHL. Correll 2 

Miss Nanny V Ransbarger 1 

James F. Dealing 1 

John B. Sl(K.'um 1 

G. K. Nelson 1 

John H. Caraway 2 

Sylvanus L. Smith 3 

Alex. McMiller 2 

N. B. McDowell 2 

Mrs. Anna E. Herron (colored) , 3 

Miss Rebecca Townsend 5 

John J. Montgomery 4 

A. M. Matties 1 

J. W. Malcom 2 

James T. Bucker 2 

L. E. MeWhorer 1 

C. P. Keys (colored) 2 

O. W.Kittinger 2 

J. F. Miller 3 

M. A. Jackson...* 4 

Samuel Hanna 1 

P B. Harrah 1 

John Waid , 3 

Wm. H. Lewis 1 

J. W. McDowell 1 

li^aac Hetrick 2 

W. H. Burns 3 

Charles E. Price 3 

Thos. H. Bransford 3 

George J. Thompson 1 

Wm H. Parrott 1 

Henry L. Watts 1 

MathewC. McMillion 2 

Mi.ss Annie E. Hinklc 1 

J. W. Hinkle 3 

W.N. MeClung 4 

J. O. A. Deitz 3 

Miss Lizzie M Flesh man 2 

Miss Emma L. Jameson 3 

3. M. Parkins 5 

Mathew S. Groves 3 

3Iiss Anna Anderson 4 



neorge L. Lvle 1 

Robert A. S^incaid 2 

.Tames T. Bucker 1 

A. W. Richardson 1 

James M. Argobrite 1 

S. .1. Alderson 1 

John D. D. Bagland 2 

Miss M. M. Donally 2 

G. B. McKinnpy 3 

Jmnes H. Miller 1 

William R. McClung 2 

Joseph E. McClung 2 

Joel 8. Walker., 1 

James W. Hedrick 4 

H. E. Beckner 1 

E. S. McCling , 1 

Ed, G. Brownlee 1 

Otho. W. Buckman 4 

William Deitz 2 

Asbury K. Dysard 2 

William F. Deitz 4 

Wash. C. Walton l 

William L. CorreU 2 

Alex. W.Miller 1 

Miss Ella A. Gibson 2 

Miss Nan iiy W. Patterson 1 

James A. Lyle 1 

Miss Lizzie J. Steel 1 

Isaac C. Osborn.... , 4 

W. JtJ. Lacy 2 

Ed. B. George 4 

Jesse Call 2 

iames W. Hedrick 3 

Miss Nora Moore 1 

Fred. D. Reeves (colored) 5 

A. A. Pleshman 2 

Fred. D Parker (colored) 2 

Morgan H. Piercv 1 

Miss Eliza E. Baird 1 

R. M. C alle 2 

W. N Moore 2 

Effie Jameson 3 

Sherman N. Sevy ; 5 
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HAMPSHIRE COUNTY— A. M. Alverson, SupH. 

The teachers generally have made better reports of their schools 
than they have formerly done, and the school officers, with a few ex- 
ceptions, have kept more accurate accounts than ever before. With 
the disposition that is now manifested by the people to have better 
schools, I think the free school system in Hampshire county will, ere 
long, receive new life and vigor, and will accomplish all that its most 
ardent friends can reasonably expect. 

The present mode of examining teachers has been decidedly bene- 
ficial. It has given impetus to study, and many of our young teach- 
ers have greatly improved in the branches they profess to teach. 1 
appointed four examinations last year. At the first there were but 
two or three teachers in attendance, and we thought proper to defer 
the examination until the next appointment ; but the three succeed- 
ing appointments wore not well attended, and the consequence was 
that the regular examinations did not supply all the schools in the 
county with teachers, the balance coming singly to be examined, thus 
protracting the examinations, so that the dollar collected from each 
applicant did not pay the other two members of the examining board 
for the time necessarily employed, and a bill of six dollars paid for 
printing the questions used in the examinations, and for publishing 
the notice. 

The districts of Roraney, Gore, Sherman and Capon each report an 
amount of building fund on hand at the end of the year, and Spring- 
field and Bloomery show a deficiency of that fund. 

The districts of Romney, Sherman, Capon, Springfield, Bloomery 
and Mill Creek each report an amount of teachers' fund on hand at 
the end of the year, and Gore a deficiency, as is shown in the gen- 
eral summary. 

Balance on hand of building fund : 

Romney $ 262 59 

Gore 394 49 

Sherman 30 85 

Capon 19 44 

Makinff, on hand $ 707 37 

Deduct deficiency 405 85 

$ 301 52 

To this sum we must add amount of expenditures 2,928 71 

?3,231 23 
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Equal to tho whole amount of receipts, as shown in the general 
summary of my report. 

Deficiency of building fund : 

Springfield 8 41 23 

Bloomery 364 62 



Balance on hand of teachers' fund : 

Eomney 

Sherman v- 

Capon 



Springfield 331 



Bloomery, 
Mill Creek. 



$405 


85 


33 


24 


209 


15 


9 


82 


331 


75 


18 


66 


11 


10 



Making, on hand $ 613 72 

Deduct deficiency 55 49 



To this sum we must add amount of expenditures, 



$ 5o8 23 
.8 9,195 15 



1,753 38 

Equal to the whole amount of receipts, as shown in the general 
summary of my report. 

Deficiency ot teachers' fund in Gore district, $55.49, 



T£ACH£RS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Charles H. Hiett 1 

Miss Mary E. Keckley 2 

James H. Deidrics 3 

Miss Levina Anderson 2 

Arthur B. Pugh 2 

Mrs. Sallie Popkins 2 

William J. Doman 4 

Basil W. Shanholtzer 4 

Jamas R. Riley 3 

Miss Maggie Sheetz 1 

Miss Ellen Kane 1 

MijisMacrgie Wilson 2 

Miss Laura Clayton 1 

Miss Annie Kuykendall 2 

Miss Annie Wilson 2 

I>evi Holt 3 

C. W. Foltz ; 4 

Oliver N. Heatwole 3 

A. C Slonaker 5 

CharlfS E. Thompson 3 

George H. Throoj) 1 

Isaac H. Officer 1 

J. Walker Pultz 1 

John T. Thompson 1 

Daniel M. Shawen 2 

James W. Poland 3 

Thomas D. Pugh 2 

Arthur M. Cart«r 3 

Benjamin J. Powell 2 

James P. Nealis 3 

Miss Annie Vandiver 2 

Alexander C. Cowgill 3 

George A. Holt 3 

Miss Sallie W. Brent 3 

T. G. Nevitt 1 

Franklin P. Loy 5 

John Tamkin 1 



R. S. Davis 2 

Miss Addie Swisher 2 

Miss Lettie Swisher 2 

Joseph W. Aldprton 2 

Miss Clara K. Clayton 2 

Miss Arah E. Eaton 2 

John H. Williams (colored) 2 

W. Scott 2 

Hugh M. Logan 5 

Mrs. Sallie Moorhead 2 

Warner T. High 2 

Mitchel F. Poling 3 

H. A. Pease 2 

.Miss Sarah E. Berry 4 

Samuel W. Anderson 3 

Miss Bertie Kelsoe 3 

O. C. Gearhart 1 

Mrs. Fannie Tabb 3 

Isaiah Powelson 3 

Miss Lenora Gooding 1 

Arthur C. Carpenter 5 

Philip Shelly 4 

John W. Hockman 2 

James F. McAboy 3 

JannieC. Clem 3 

John W. Haines 5 

James W. Richmond ., 2 

Mrs. Mary E. Cochrane 2 

Benjamin F. Carder 2 

James W. Hiett 4 

Eliiah Huffman 2 

Milton Hendrickson 

Amos L. Pugh 2 

MissE R. Nevitt 1 

Henry W. Rolls (colored) 3 

W. J. Alderton 1 
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HANCOCK COUNTY—H. C. Shepheed, Sup't 

The secretaries of the several districts have reported promptly. 
Our people have uniformly voted for more than four months school, 
and desire tliat the extra election required in such cases be dispensed 
with. All the schools have been visited. Teachers and scholars are 
making good progress. Ilave nothing, not previously mentioned, to 
recommend. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



W. H. Hammond 1 

C. N. CollinB- 1 



A. G. Glenn 2 

Ella F. Burns 3 



IdaB. (jeer 2; A. M. Jackson 8 

J. M. Robison 2!iennie PoweU ^...,.. 2 

O. T. Laugfitt 2:Lizzie Edie 2 

C. S. Cowl. 2|J. C. Lindsay S 

T. O. P. Bailey 3, Lizzie Carroll S 

A.G. Lee l|W. P. Fulton 2 

A. Henderson 3 Sadie Wiliion S 

W. J. Huff. 2:Hannah W. Cummins. 8 

Hester E. Campbell 2iD. K. Tolton 8 

G. A. Suowdon 3'Mome J. Tolton 4 

H. Moore 2|W. C. Tolton 1 

J. M. Hammond 2 Lizzie J. Richards 8 

8. B. McGlumphy llj. C. Minor 1 



A. M. Nickle 3 

EmmaM. McCJaffick 2 

Ida M. McGaffick 3 



T. A, Patterson i 4 

Josepbine Wylie „ 8 

J. E. Wilkinson J. 2 



D. S. Borland 2 B. J. Campbell 8 

J. Tomlinson 3 Radie Foreman 8 

S. C. Davis 2 Irene Cunningham 4 

Anna Gardner 2. Irene Cassidy 2 

Anna McK.innon 2'AliceE. Cassidy 3 

IdaM. Hart 3 Senie P. Wylie 8 



Ophelia G. Campbell 2 

Ella Patterson 3 

J. Whims 3 

Nannie Cameron 2 



D. W. Wylie 3 

O. r. Bunting 3 

Ella A. Creswell 2 



HAEDY COUNTY— George T. Williams, Sup't 

Inasmuch as many of the scholars cannot be spared from their 
homes by their parents earlier than the first of November, the trus- 
tees usually aim to put the schools in operation about that time, so as 
to have thorn end about the first of March, when the busy work of 
most farmers begins. This arrangement accommodates many of the 
larger scholars, who can generally go to school after the 1st of No- 
vember, because the weather is so rough that they cannot be very 
profitably employed at home. But it discommodes very many ot the 
smaller ones, particularly those who live distant from the school 
houses. A great majority of the schools commenced about the raid- 
die of last November, and the attendance was about as good as usual, 
at the start, but the extremely cold weather, together with the 
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measles, whooping cough and diphtheria, all of which maladies pre- 
vailed in many parts of our county last winter, prevented the full at- 
tendance that has heretofore obtained in our schools during the 
months of December, January and February. At the time I visited 
the schools in January and February, some familiar faces were absent 
never to attend again, and many were absent on beds of sickness, and 
still more were absent from fear ot catching some of the prevailing 
contagious diseases. I know that the grade of our teachers is im- 
proving, but the entire success of the system requires a still better 
grade of teachers. For with first-class teachers wo might reasonably 
expect, I am almost constrained to say, demand a better attendance. 
The slack attendance provokes more complaints against the public 
school system than all other causes put together — the larger tax pay- 
ers feeling that the benefits intended to be conferred by establishing 
schools all over the county, at a heavy expense, is not properly ap- 
preciated by those intended to be benefited, become dissatisfied, and 
use their influence at the too irequently recurring elections on the 
levy question, to break down a system that they pronounce to be 
more expensive than ])rofitable. I think the Boards of Education of 
the several districts ought to have control of the trustees in the em- 
ployment of teachers, so as to give to the various schools in their 
sub-districts, teachers of such a grade as they really need, and there- 
by prevent the employment of teachers of better grade to take charge 
of schools that have made but little progress, when they are badly 
needed to take charge of schools that have made more progress. 

There being no place on the report for showing how much either 
of the funds may be in debt at the beginning or end of the school 
year, I thought it best to put the amount of indebtedness of Lost 
River building fund both at the beginning and end of the present 
school year in the places intended to show the balance on hand of said 
fund, with the minus ( — ) sign before the amounts thus placed, indi- 
cating that the}'^ are to be subtracted instead of added in making up 
the report. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEER CEBTBF1CATE& 



G©oTjjc iw . CnlliPT*......>....MM........._..M.M«.....MM 4'Joliii jBOTvn............M»..«....M<>M«M«..«.«. .....•••••..... 9 

Miss Jennie Frederick ». ^..„ 3 Amos B. Jeokios. .^...^^ 3 

A. F. Ladwig ^ ^ 3.Wmstaiiigton Scott »^ ^ 3 

Miss Bettie Gamble ~ 3 Wm. M. Sibert - 3 

Miss Sunn Goings ^.^ > 4 Louis C Eberlr.... ^ ~ 3 

Miss Annie Fetzer «... 3' Frederick Lobb „ ^ -^ 3 

Miss Rettie V. Tilden 3! Temple Allen ^ ^. ^ 3 

Mrs. Carrie Chamlters „. 3 Jaoub A. Dasher ^ 8 

Miss Kate P. Gamble 3 Henry W. Rolls (colored) ~ ^ 4 

Miss Marian Lakin ^...» 3 HenrV Moyers ~~ ~ 4 

Jonathan W. Poi-e - 3 Miss Jemima T. Friddle 4 

Washingt4»n Varner 3 Philip H. 8narr 8 

Wm A. Po|»e 3 Francis M. Teets .- 4 

J. W. Daslier 3 John R. Hawes 8 

W. S. Bfarshall 3.S A. Simpson .....^.... 5 

B&rs. A. J. Domau.. ......... ................M......M........ 4-Mrm. H. Champion...... ...m. .............................. S 

Jacob Markwood 4'L. D. Pargett 3 

Miss SalUe Forrer . lIGeo. U. Snarr 3 

Mrs. Mollie Hulter 3'V. S. Wise 3 

Forteseue Whittle. - 3 Miss Mary V. Shaver 5 

Noah C. Hishman 3. Silas S. See ; 5 

Joseph H. Hawkins 3lJohn B. Bean ..». 5 

Siram May SjMissM. B. Chambers 3 

Joseph Mav 3!D. B. Haines — 8 



HAEKISON COUNTY— J. E. Adams, Sup't 

I feel that I have given as correct a statement as it was possible for 
me to make from the reports of secretaries furnished me. 

I do not wish to convey the idea that their reports were incorrect. 
The diflSculties are these : Some boards of education allow the busi- 
ness of the past year to run into the business of the present year; 
others fail to make sufficient levy for expenses, and overdraw their 
building fund. Orders thus overdrawn either lay over for another 
year or are paid from the teachers' fund, which is contrary to law. 

Some districts have money in the hands of the sheriff of 1872-3 ; 
this is the case with those districts that report such large amounts 
on hand at the beginning of the school year ; it is also the case with 
others not reporting the fact. Orders are frequently taken up by him, 
and if not turned over to the sheriff before the end of the school year, 
the omission is calculated to embarrass the settlement between the 
boards of education and sheriff. 

In the statistical report, I met with some difficulties, owing to the 
fact that registers furnished teachers do not contain the necessary 
blanks for making a full report ; being aware of this, I aimed to got 
the necessary information when visiting the schools last winter, and 
think I have succeeded in giving you a full report. 
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I visited all the schools last winter, with but four exceptions, and 
found them, generally, in good condition. Teachers are aiming to- 
improve themselves, and realizing, as they must, the magnitude oi 
their work, they are becoming more eflScient, and as a result, wo hav©^ 
better teaching. 

"We examined during the year one hundred and thirty one teach- 
ers : twentj'-nine receiving No. 1 certificates ; fifty nine No. 2 ; thir- 
ty-eight No. 3 ; two No 4, and three No. 5. Teachers have made- 
quite an improvement in grading under the present system. 

"We had a meeting of our Teachers' Association in August last, at 
"West Millford, which was quite a success. It was attended by a num- 
ber of teachers, most of whom took a part in the work. A great 
interest in the success of the Association, and the cause of education 
generally was manifested by the citizens of West Millford and the 
surrounding community. 

Eev C. A. Burdick opened a school last summer, at Salem, for the^ 
benefit of teachers, which is still in session. JB.e has been liberally 
patronized and is doing a good work in qualifying teachers for their 
profession. There was also a school tauj^ht at Shinston by Mr. B. B\ 
Martin, and one at Center Branch by Mr. J N. David, both of whichi 
were patronized by teachers and gave satisfaction. 

In looking over the financial report yv)u will observe that commis- 
sion was allowed by a number of the boards of education on the- 
State Fund. I would suggest that when the Legislature remodels our* 
school law, that it be made so plain that there can be no misunder-^ 
standing it in this or any other respect. 

We have three independent school districts, and ten districts di- 
vided into one hundred sub-districts. We have three graded schools 
and one hundred and five common schools. We enumerated last June- 
six thousand one hundred and fifty-two youths (white) between the^ 
ages of six and twenty-one years, and two hundred and fifty-three (coU 
ored); total, six thousand four hundred and five. There were regis- 
tered in school during the year four thousand four hundred and 
twenty-eight (white); one hundred and twenty-one (colored). Aver- 
age daily attendance two thousand eight hundred and eighty white, and 
seventy-seven colored. We employed during the year one hundred 
males and twenty-seven females to teach in our schools, at an aver- 
age salary of S40.48 per month. In addition to this wo employed 
three teachers for colored pupils at an average salarj* of $26.66§. 

We have one brick, four log and ninety- nine frame school houses,, 
valued at $60,305.00. The total value of all school property, includ- 
ing land, &c., is $66,136.07. 
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Building Fund. — We had at the beginning of the year $1,889.96 ; 
received from levy ?6,124 56; from other sources $922.10; total 
$8,^36.62. Expenditures $7,383.67, leaving a balance of $1,552.95. 

Teachers' Fund. — Balance on hand at beginning of year $7,012.91; 
received from levy $1^;012.71 ; from State $7,583.40 ; from Peabody 
Fund $500; from other sources $742.47; total $27,751.49. Paid to 
teachers $23,595.56. leaving a balance of $4,155.93. The Peabody 
Fund, as you are aware, was applied to Clarksburg graded school, 
generally known as Clarksburg Academy. This school under the 
superintendency of Prof. Louchery, assisted by efficie:it teachers, is 
doing a good work. It was well attended during the year, and ren- 
dered general satisfaction. Its prospects for the future are truly flat- 
tering. 



TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Thomas L. Wright 2 

Virginia Alexander 2 

HelMi Holden 2 

SallieHolden 2 

J. J. Long 2 

Mrs. H. E. Prim 1 

Florence Dunuington 2 

Rossie Hewes 3 

AdaNorthcott 3 

Lucy M. Ka^'ser 2 

Birdie Coleriden 3 

E. L. Davis 1 

A. .T. Douglass 2 

J. W. Young 2 

J. W. Davisson ; 2 

J. C. Rexroad 2 

Page Wingrow 3 

Auios Bright 1 

OllaCast 2 

W. A. Northcott 1 

O. P. Hnnsford 1 

Delia Martin 3 

.lohn Williams 2 

Fannie M. Damon 2 

E. S. Davisson 1 

H. G. Law8<m 1 

A. B. Northcott 3 

Bertha Stout 1 

Mattie J. Hassel 2 

Columbia Bassel 2 

M. L. Patterson : 1 

E. J. Coleriden :. 3 

Thomas Patton..,^ 1 

C. P. Price 3 

MarcelliiB Sheets 3 

J. J. Spencer 3 

J. M. Hagtrty 2 

L. D. Hall 1 

J. M. Brohard 2 

Hugh Romine 2 

F. C. Bennett 2 

B. F. Martin 1 

E. E. Letrick 3 

B. X. Pew 3 

F. W. Martin 2 

<J. W. Williams 2 

S. A. CavHlier 3 

Howard Gather 3 

W. R. Jewell 1 



C. A. Burdick ^ l 

Mrs. M. A. Burdick 1 

A. J. Floyd 1 

H. C. Fordyce 3 

J. W. Wilkinson 2 

D. S. Morris 2 

Peter Hammond '.,. 2 

George W". Swiger „ 2 

J. A. Hammond 2 

R. L. Towles 3 

J. E. Boggess 1 

Elihu Piggott 8 

Burton D. Rose l 

Charles H. Pollock 2 

Theodore F. Romine 2 

Loretta Pepper „„„ 2 

J. R. Stout 8 

R. W. Newbraugh 8 

MissG. M. Powell 8 

J. S. Kile 8 

Miss R. F. Fanner 8 

Anna Farmer 8 

Mary F. Hitatfa 1 

Ellen R. Eib ^ 2 

Ellen G. Patton 8 

Lillian Furgeson , 3 

John A. Dulin, (colored) a 

C. E. Hedges 3 

Melvira 8turni 1 

E. J. Sturm 8 

.TohnS. Huslead 8 

Erances M. Davis 1 

Williams. Smallwood ^ 8 

R. M. Orr 1 

W. W. Galbert 1 

Thaddeus Rot)inson 2 

(ieorge L. Piggott 1 

D. D. Garrett 2 

J. C. Lawson 2 

M. E. Lawson 3 

William A. Cristlip 2 

Scott M. Sturm 2 

F. R. Young 2 

J. S. David l 

John A. Gathrop 2 

H. A. Swigor 2 

Burgat Swither 2 

James N. Sturm 2 

WiUiam L. Ryan 2 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES.— Continued. 



Columbia A. Denham 2 

E. M. Corpening 1 

B. F. Stout. 3 

E. C. Tetric 2 

A. J. Davisson 2 

Samuel A. Elliott 2 

George T. Jones, (colored) 2 

P. M. Long 2 

W. S Meredith 2 



Johns. Piggott 2^ 

W. R. WllUams 2 

L. W D.Steele 2 

W. B. Wilkinson 2^ 

Lillian Davisson 3 

Abner Vernon 6 

ErastusG. Harbert 2 

Joseph Jackson, (colored) 5 

Mrs. Naomi Everett 1 



J. E. Romine 3 W. G. McClure 3^ 



Malsias Raddall 4 

John P. Davisson 3 



A. S. Husteid 1 

Jay, F. Checedan 2 



John P. Varner 2 Kate R. Kayser 2. 

J. M. Benedim 2~ ~ ~ 

Jessie Allen 4 

S. G. Wadaworth 3 

S. F. Lowther 1 



F. G Orr 3 

Mrs. Mattie M. Jarvis 2 

C. A. Lawson 1 

Annie Reynolds 3 



JACKSON COUNTY— Lewis Young, Sup% 

Our schools have been kept in operation an average of a little over 
four months, and have generally worked smoothly, and while the im- 
provement has been slight, yet it has been by no means imperceptible. 

The Teachers' Institute, which was organized a little over two* 
years ago, with less than a dozen teachers, has made rapid strides 
towards usefulness and efficiency. The last and best session was held 
at Jackson C. H., commencing August 31et, and continuing four days, 
during which we had a good attendance of teachers, and a larger one 
of respectable and influential citizeus of the town and adjacent coun- 
try, thereby testifying that they have an interest in education, and 
in any attempt to better prepare the teacher for his responsible duties. 
Our people are awake to the importance of our schools, and are giv- 
ing encouragement to the teachers and school officers, where a few 
years ago they received the **cold shoulder," and in some places met 
with outspoken opposition. If, to-day, there are those who would 
like to see the school system repealed and annulled, they fear to face 
the popular indignation that they would meet with in openly advo- 
cating such a measure. 

The usual complaint against secretaries is, for the sake of variety^ 
omitted. 

I would say, in conclusion, that there should be a special act passed 
requiring the retiring superintendent to make the report for the last 
year of his term, as it is impossible for the new superintendent to 
know anything about the condition of the schools, consequently he. 
can not make any written report. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



D. C. Casto 

R. B. Howard 

Jennie Briscoe... 

E. B Young 

T. I. C. Parsons.. 

M. V. Bowlts 

A. 8. Bowles , 

J. H. Oshell 

L. Miller 

M. F. Steward 

W. H. Carney.... 
Melissa Fleming 

C M. Cole 

J. D. Clinton 

W. A. Rankin.... 

A. R. Parsons 

M. A. Carnahan.. 

H. E. R(^ers 

M. E. Ayres 

J. W. King 

G. G. A. Waugh 

E. Carder , 

A. A. I-Auiley 

R. H. Bawling.... 

"Curtis Harris 

W. H. O'Brien.... 
.T. "VV. Maguire.... 
Win. F. Carter.... 

L. E. Stout 

Charles Coust 

T. O. McKennon. 
Sarah E. Staats... 

C. R. Poling 

W. G. Duer 

W. D. KuflCe 

J. H. G. Wasters. 
John S. Brannon. 

Mattie Ross 

Maggie Knight.... 

Fannie Havs 

<reorge A. Rader. 



1 George A. Davis. 
1 M. Cox 

1 F. M. Rader 

3 G. T. Cummings. 

2 C. M. Cole 

4 R. H. Hughes 

4 J. W. King 

1 N. Duffield. 

1 James Silas 

5 Lettie Lewis 

4 George H. Duff... 

1 Mollie Tall 

3 Eliza Johnson 

3 W. A. Rankin.... 

4 J. S. Lewis 

2|G. T. Douglass.... 

2 J M. Barns 

3 W. McCruactur. 
4 
4 



8. L. Parsons 

W. Stiith 

W.C. Dunlap 

D. A. Brown 

A. H. Hall 

J. P. Roach 

H. P. Holbert 

John My res (colored), 

A. A. Maddox 

Lou. Warth 

J. W. Depue , 

C. H. McLauglin 

B. L. Duff. 

P. H. 81ones 

George A. Rader 

D. S. Gandle 

Lucy Summerville 

J. Whealdon 

W. A. Carney 

Levi Stephens 

E. W. Brownell 

Ellen M. Johnson 

A.J. McMillen 



.... 4 
... 2 
... 8 
... 2 
... 2 
... 1 
... 8 
... 4 
... 2 
... 2 
... 2 
... 2 
... 2 
... 8 
... 4 
... 2 
... 2 
... 8 
... 8 
... 2 
... 8 
... 4 
... 8 
... 8 
... 1 
... 2 
. 3 
... 1 
... 1 
... 2 
.- 2 
.. 8 
.. 8 
,.. 8 
... 1 
^ 1 
.. 2 
.»2 
... 1 
... 1 
... 1 



JEFFEKSON COUNTY— A. Tinsley, Supt 

There is a growing interest manifested in our public schools, which 
will increase from year to year as the character and scholarship of the 
teachers improve. There was a decided improvement in the charac- 
ter of our teachers during the past year, owing to a disposition shown 
by the several Boards of Education to pay such salaries, and keep the 
schools open such a length of time as would justify competent per- 
sons in devoting their time and talents to this work. I would call 
your special attention to the injustice done our teachers, and the 
injury done the school system by the Boards of Education of our 
county, fixing a different salary, in the several districts, for certificates 
of the same grade, and in some instances paying different siflaries in 
the sub-districts. This irregularity of salary can only depreciate the 
schools and drive the best teachers away. Why should a JN"o. 1 Cer- 
tificate be entitled to $50 in one district, $40 in another, and $35 in a 
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third ? " The laborer is worthy of his hire," and we can only get 
skilled labor by paying such prices as will secure it. We do not hes- 
itate to do this in the common affairs of life, and why act otherwise 
in conducting our public schools. 

The Normal School at Shepherd College is doing an efficient work 
in preparing teachers, and has produced quite an enthusiasm on the 
subject of teaching, among the people of this county. Some eight or 
ten of the graduates of this Normal School are teaching in this and 
adjoining counties, and are giving entire satisfaction. This school 
merits, and should receive more aid and encouragement from the 
State. I visited over tliirty of the schools, some frequently. Ex- 
amined the pupils, and noted improvements, and defects in regard to 
instruction, &c. The school houses are in good condition, with one or 
two exceptions. Several have been repaired and Ynade very com- 
fortable. Considering all things, I think the schools of this county 
will compare favorably with those of the rest of the State. 

TEA'CHERS and grades of their CERTIFICATES. 



Joseph Barry , 1 

C. F. Caatleinan 1 

S. W. Lightner 1 

E. H. Reinhart 1 

O. E. a. Triplett ! 

M. E. Sibole 2 

J. H. Triplett ] 

J. R. Johnson 3 

B. J. Williams 1 

Amanda Kerney 2 

Nora O'Loughlin 1 

Lillie Langdon 2 

J. D. Hayman 1 

G.H. C. Backus 1 

W. D.McNulty 3 

Atldie Wyman 4 

Oregon Schonkee 1 

Annie Ridenour 1 

Ada Butler 1 

Thomas N. Hill 3 

James A. Shirley 3 

Mary E. Graves 2 



Mary MeCable 1 

Jennie J. Foley 3 

John P. Hess 1 

W. A. Deck 1 

John H. TrusseJl 1 

Alvernon Cross 1 

T. W. Latimer 1 

A. E Cockerell 2 

A. B. Davis 1 

George T. Schower 1 

R. H. Ryon 1 

Mareia E. Lovett (colored) 3 

Rebecca MoCard " 4 

W. B. Hill " 5 

W.A.Thomas " 2 

W. W. Grimes " 3 

John H. Tiirlay " 2 

W. A. Arter " 2 

L. L. Page " 3 

D. U Balls " 2 

Fannie Balls " 3 

Wawick Rhue " 5 
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KAN^AWHA COUJSTTY— Martin Hill, Swpt 



l^TO 'VT'HITTEl^T H E I> O H T . 



TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Ella Gibson 1 

T. H. White 2 

C. A Droddy 2 

J. S. Lavender. 1 

M. H. Eplin 1 

S. D. McOorraick 1 

Julia McFarland 1 

Belle DaShiell : 1 

B. L. Duflfe t 2 

J. C. Warner 2 

J. W. Ilolstein 2 

J. C. Bray 2 

Nannie J. Sprigle 2 

Maria Gillespie 2 

W. S. Murrill 2 

J. L. Logan 1 

J. W. High 1 

T. D. Honaker 1 

C. J. Spencer 2 

S. L. Webb 1 

T. Swinburn 1 

V. E.Webb 1 

T. A. Vickers 1 

H. B. Rice - 2 

J. E. Hoffman 2 

J. Z:nglew 1 

Charles M. Christ 2 

A. G. Montague 2 

J. H. Lynch 2 

W. R. Jones 1 

E. C. Fisher 2 

L. M Bowles 2 

E. R. Thomas 2 

Win. Tidder 1 

H. B. Micher 1 

G. W. Baker 1 

F. Rucker 1 



R. L. Putney 1 

M. J. Berry 2 

James D. Taylor 2 

R. R. Hazlewood 2 

L. C. Rose 4 1 

Lucy M. Clark 1 

p:ttie S. Walker 1 

Lillio Lewis 3 

K. W. Coulson 1 

Wm. J. Grow : 2 

J. L. Shaver 2 

John >l. Tavlor \ 1 

Ellen BulSngton 2 

Wm. R. Cummings 1 

R. M. Elliott 2 

H W. Hevy 1 

R. H. Webb 2 

L H. Phiilifs 1 

C. Pierson 1 

J. A. Dunlap 1 

J. Shir key 1 

J. T. Lamuu 2 

M. A. Tamulain 2 

John Shepherd 1 

R. U. Fielder 2 

W. G. Braiding 2 

M. J. Stanley 2 

Geo. S. Wallace 2 

M. T. Burditt 1 

James H. Dillard 8 

S. W.Gibson , 1 

S. A. Ml fey 8 

W. R. Guinn 8 

Lewis Woods 3 

Nannie Dudding 3 

Chloe Slack 2 

J. L. Shaver 1 



Mary (llook '2 

C.J Mossman 2 

L. A. Wallace 2 

L. D. Hill 1 

Chas. Hill 1 

Virginia Hill 2 

Wm F. Taylor 1 

C. B. Graham i;M. F. .tames 2 



S. E. Aulta 1 

J. B. Bannister 1 

S. Braiding 1 

W. G. Braiding 1 

W. F. Copenhaver 1 

John S. Sneeden 1 

G. V. Gibbs 2 



J. R. Kelley 2 

C. Crawford 2 

E. M. Aults 2 

F. M. Brace 2 

J. H. High 1 

C. H. Via 2 

L. A. Hart 2 

E. R. Young 2 

J. A. Your:g 2 

Kmnia Walker 1 

H. II. Young 1 

Jasper Young 2 

T. V. Shock 2 

G. K. Lathrop 1 

J. M. Carney 2 

J. B. McCannahan 2 

J. W. Elswick ] 

J. S. Bowen 2 

C. C. Hammock 2 

F. Grayum 2 



C.High 1 

A. Wallace 1 

M. R()SP 2 

J. M. Chase 2 

Mrs. H. Kni-jht 1 

G. M. Huddleston 1 

Lucv Thomas 1 

II. B. Rice „ 1 

J. L. Bryant 1 

R. R. Fielder 1 

S. Garrett 2 

L. Walker 2 

A. M. Russell 2 

R. Brown 2 

S. O. .Tones 2 

P. B. Reynolds 1 

C. R. Clemens 1 

C. S. Boston 2 

F. M. Rusk 2 

Emma .\llen 1 
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LEWIS COUNTY— G. W. Crook, Sup't 

That section of the school law which requires the newly elected 
County Superintendent ix) make out and transmit to the State Super- 
intendent a detailed report of that concerning which, perhaps, he 
knows but little, certainly needs modification. 

The retiring superintendent is the only proper person to perform 
this duty, and the school law should be changed so as to make this 
duty incumbent upon him before his term of office expires. For this 
purpose the secretaries should be required to submit their reports on 
or before the first day of August of each year; the County Superin- 
tendent on the thirty first day of the same month. This, I think, 
would relieve the chief department of considerable embarrassment. 
Should this arran^rement conflict with the duties oi any other school 
officer, the whole should be made to harmonize. 

The report of the Skin Creek district came to hand late Saturday 
evening, November 13th, it being the last. 

The secretaries maintain that they cannot prepare complete reports, 
owing to the fact that the sheriff refuses to settle with the District 
Boards of Education. This question has claimed my attention since 
my official connection with the school system as County Superintend- 
ent, but up to the time of this writing I have not, of course, been 
able to acquaint myself satisfactorily with the matter, but propose, 
however, during the ensuing year to investigate this vexed question^ 
concerning which, at the proper time and in the proper place, in- 
structions from the State Superintendent in reference to the question 
will be solicited. 

The books of some of the secretaries are evidently in a bad condi- 
tion, financially, judging from the character of the reports sent in. 
I see no just reason, however, why the books of the secretaries will 
not balance with those of the sheriff, if each is properly kept. 

From my own observation and from information derived from other 
authentic sources. I am happy to report, however, that notwithstand- 
ing all the embarrassments, the progress of the school system in this 
county is generally satisfactory. Great improvements have been 
made during the last two years (be it to the credit of the retiring 
superintendent, J. S. Hall,) both in school house architecture and the 
mode of furnishing the same; but I regret to state that there are 
many log houses yet in some districts, which will soon have to be re- 
placed by better buildings at a considerable cost to the tax-payers, 
which might have been obviated by erecting suitable buildings in the 
start. 

11 
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I would not close this report without calling your attention to the 
marked improvement manifest in the character and grade of the 
teachers of this county. Number fourth and fifth grade teachers are 
fast disappearing, and number thirds are becoming scarce, compara- 
tively speaking. Select schools in various localities throughout the 
county, taught by some of our more experienced teachers, during the 
summer season, are generally well patronized by young men desiring 
to equip themselves for the school-room. The normal department 
has lurnishcd us some very good material, while a few of our better 
teachers find it convenient to take a course in some one of the col- 
leges and other institutions of learning found outside the limits of 
our young State. Upon the whole their efforts are very commend- 
able. The retiring superintendent kindly furnished me with a list of 
names of all applicants applying for examination during the year 
ending August 31st, 1875, which list is hereto appended. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIE CERTIFICATES. 



J. M. Brake 

J. P. Alnian 1 

C. T. Craig : 

C. A. Powers ■" 

Minta Clark 4 

(x, R. Gibson .' 

W. F. Powers 1 

G. v. Forinash i 

J. D. Summers • 

W. E. Talbot J 

L. H. Hall ] r^- 

E. M. Hartlott •* | f. L. Lovell 



iP. P. Flint , 2 

. A. Strailey 8 

f. W. Darlinton 2 

^ucie Spalding 3 

.lary Tierney 8 

Samuel l<orentz 8 

;. A. Eagan „ 2 

V. B. Fisher 2 

:. H. Fisher 2 

I. C. Obrieu 1 

r S Shepler 8 



E. Cook 2 

W. M. Strader ; 4 

S. G. Yoke 1 

A. Hammer 5 

V.Hefner 3 

C. L. Wilson 2 

Kflte Cook 3 

H. Bennett 1 

J. A. Wat«?on 2 

J. B. Watson 2 

D. N. Armstrong «.... 8 

L. 8. Wety^l 3 

F. Tavlor 2 

A. C. Iriugcr 3 C. C. Hersman 

T. R. Houghton 2 G. C. Lawson 



M. A. Mulvey 4 

G. A. Helmlck 2 

N. B. Foster 8 

S. W. J. Bailey I 

M. Sheets 8 

Alice Cox 4 

J. D. Simmons 2 

William Brannon 1 

Bridget McDonald 5 

P. N. Hayden 2 

R. J. Simpson 1 

Mrs. E. H. Gibson « 1 

R. A. Moffitt 8 

1 

1 



M. Lorentz 3 

O. A. Mosby 3 

J. E. Hall 2 

S. W. Linger 3 

.T. S. Dean 1 

J. J. Kemper , 2 

J. T. Mundell 4 

Allen Squires 5 

J. Q. Harrison 1 

T. B. Gillouly 6 

J. D. Halteriiian 4 

Paris Lewis 6 

T H. K«Mnper 3 



R. J. Coburn ^.... 1 

John Morrow 8 

F. G, Brown 1 

A. C. Halterman 2 

Samuel Jarvis 2 

F. Gibson l 

.lames G. Fisher 8 

W. R. Jewel 1 

F. McKinley 2 

Dexter Peterson 2 

Robert E. Lawrence 8 

James E. Jdrvis 8 
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LINCOLN COUNTY— J. A. Kayseb, Supt 



O "WHITTElSr HEI>OIlT. 



TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIB CERTIFICATES. 



David Thornton 3 

Marion Bios 3 

J. C. Black « - 2 

Carden McCalister 1 

Oaanan Adkins ^ 2 

Rufus Stowers 2 

Mrs. E. ElkiBs ^ 3 

Miss R. Thornton 2 

Jehn Pullen 2 

Rufus Stoweis 3 

E. B. Kayser 2 

B. D. Mahone 2 

J. W.Johnson 3 

G. W. Smith 2 

John May ^ 2 

G. W. Wilkerson 1 

R. Thornton » 2 

John Pearson ,....^ 2 

John McGornnis ^ 2 



M. Bias 3 

Emory Wilkerson 1 

W. A. Corroll 2 

J. P. Thornton 2 

James Roberts 1 

WiUiam Kane 2 

R. V. PoweU 3 

John Thornton 2 

J. F. M. Moseby 2 

James Maurice 3 

Quincy Clark 2 

John Thornton 2 

Samuel Holt 2 

William Heck 2 

B. F. Oxley 2 

E. Wilkerson 1 

Mrs. O. Adkins 2 

William Person 2 

Miss M. Johnson 2 



LOGAN COUNTY— J. W. Stafford, Supt 

Triadelphia district contains eight sub-districts. Schools have 
been taught in six of those sub-districts during the year for a period 
of nearly three months average with an aggregate cost of three hun- 
dred and thirty- four dollars. The financial matters of this district is 
in a good condition. The secretary's report shows a balance on hand 
of teachers fund at the end of school year, of seven hundred and 
thirty-two dollars and forty-eight cents. Balance on hand of build- 
ing fund at the end of school year, twelve dollars and fifty-nine cents, 
making a total of seven hundred and forty-five dollars and seven 
cents unexpended. 

Logan District, from which no report has been received, is com- 
posed of twelve sub-districts, has had a school in each sub-district for 
a short timoi The board has provided comfortable houses in all the 
sub-districts, by l«vying and building, and most of the trustees are 
endeavoring to hire the best teachers they can procure for the pres- 
ent school year. 
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Hardee district, from whicli we have no report, is divided into 
eighteen sub-districts. Schools have been taught in all the sub-dis- 
tricts for a short term. This board, as well as all the others in the 
county, has had no settlement with the sheriff for the last five years, 
and its financial condition is unknown. 

Magnolia district contains eight sub-districts; has five public school 
houses, built from levies upon the property of the district ; has had 
four schools taught for a short term. The financial condition of this- 
district is good. The secretary's report shows a balance on hand of 
teachers' fund, at the end of school year, of five hundred and eleven 
dollars and forty -one cents. Also a balance of two hundred and fifty- 
eight dollars and sixty-two cents unexpended of the building 
fund at the end of school year, making a total of seven hundred and 
sixty three dollars and ninety-one cents unexpended. 

In conclusion I would say that Logan county is not without its op- 
posers to the free school system. But this antagonistic feeling seema 
to be gradually wearing away, as the changes for good in society i» 
seen and felt. Old prejudices are becoming obliterated as the system 
is better known and appreciated. Our free school system is not with- 
out its imperfections. Some changes are required to bring it to per- 
fection, which I hope may soon be seen, understood, and remedied, 
by wise and judicial legislation. It is an evident fact, that in a 
community where education is cherished and encouraged the people 
are flourishing and prosperous. Education is onward and progrea* 
sive. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Inman Goldsmith 8 

Richard Phillips 5 

George Morgan 3 

Johns. Henderson 1 

William H. Black 1 

William H. Ball 2 

Joseph H. Ball 3 

W. A. Lee 3 

Miss Minerva Baisden 1 

W. E. Ferrell -. 3 

Rebecca Vincent 3 

J. H. Deskins ; 3 

Joseph M. Marcum 1 

Elias Smith 1 

L. J. Williamson 3 

J. W. Webb 8 

Quillen Baldwin 4 

J. A. Pinson 1 

M. Howard 2 

J. M. Perry 8 

C. C. Webb 1 

J. W. Stafford 1 

J. H. Ramey 1 

Wesley Stollinra 1 

Harrison Cbamn 8! Isaac Christian 1 



John Covert 1 

Ida J. McDonald 4 

Tolbart FericU 2 

Chas. L. McDonald 1 

M. A. Browning 5- 

John Gore 3^ 

John Hodges 8- 

Anthony Baisden 3 

Edward Hager S- 

W. A. StoUings 1 

Edna Lake 2 

John F. Fletcher 8 

Jefferson Smoot (colored) 5- 

• aneGott 8> 

J. E. H. Christian ., 2 

Malchi Sraten 4 

George Williams - 2 

Ell Trent 8 

Elijah Stone 2 

George W. Pinson 1 

David Francis ^ 1 

W. S. Brown « 4 

Nathaniel Browning 4 

Edward A. Bowels 2 
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MAEIOIsT COUNTY— John A. Bock, Sup't 

Owing to the change at the end of my term of office, the books, 
papers, &c., having been removed, my report is necessarily late, and, 
feeing late, I shall make my remarks as brief as possible. 

NORMAL SCHOOL. V 

Through the untiring efforts and zeal of the principal, J. G. Blair, 
this school has been sustained and liberally patronized, and is now in 
a more flourishing condition than at any time in the past. The darts 
of persecution aimed at Prof. Blair have only had a tendency to ad- 
vertise the school. In June a class of thirty-one graduated with 
honor to themselves and to the school. Some of them have already 
been elected to the responsible office of County Superintendent, while 
the majority have charge of advanced schools. la my humble estim- 
ation the Legislature could not strike a more deadly blow at the free 
school system than to fail to make appropriations for the normal 
schools. They are as necessary to the full growth and development 
of free schools as sunshine and showers are to vegetation. Their 
progress is and will be exactly proportionate to the teaching skill 
and capacit}^ of the teacher, and to a great degree he is dependent 
apon the normal and similar schools for those indispensible qualifica- 
tions. 

GRADED SCHOOLS. 

The graded schools at Mannington, Farmington, Barrackville, Pal- 
atine and Fairmont have been successfully taught. The graded 
school at Palatine was continued ten months, and, as the Peabody 
Fund was not drawn, the teachers have encountered pecuniary em- 
barrassment. Since the Peabody Fund was not received, the other 
graded schools were continued only four months. They should Ire 
liberally supported, as many teachers avail themselves of these as an 
opportunity to better their education. Let each district see that a 
graded school be continued therein, where the educational status de- 
mands it« 

SELECT SCHOOLS. 

The deficiency of a full term graded school at Farmington was 
supplied by a select school, taught by myself and one assistant. This 
school was liberally patronized by a number of teachers and others 
preparing themselves for teaching, and was continued four months. 
A select school was also taught at Worthington for a term of three 
months by Z. T. Davis. 
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PRIMARY SCHOOLS. 

The condition of free schools in this county is much better finan- 
cially and educationally than it was a few years ago, due, principally, 
to the economy of school officers, co-operation of parents, and the 
methods and qualifications of teachers. The people show their high 
appreciation of these efforts by their hearty support. ;? When parents^ 
properly appreciate and rightly improve the opportunity thus afford- 
ed them for the education of their sons and daughters, the iree school 
system cannot fail of abundant success. 

TEACHERS. 

We have in our county about one hundred teachers. Some are 
young, just beginning the work, while a large portion are veterans in 
the field. Although the grades, as seen in the accompanying list, ap- 
pear to be low, I believe I can truthfully say that a better corps can- 
not be found in any county in the State, and it is due them that I 
should say, in every instance their qualifications were equal, or su- 
perior, to the certificate received. The teachers are rapidly improv- 
ing themselves, but I am sorry to say that they do not avail them- 
selves of all the means within their leach. Last July, when Profs. 
Marshall and Snowden held a normal institute at Mannington, I 
urged all with whom I could communicate to attend ; yet, notwith- 
standing all my efforts, a very small number responded to the call. 
Signal good could be accomplished by these institutes, if they were 
properly attended. Should we be favored with another, I hope all 
will see that it is greatly to thdr interest to patronize it liberally. 
The requirements of the teacher are such that unless he keeps fully 
up to the times he becomes a "dead letter." 

EXAMINATIONS. 

The Board held four examinations last year, at which about one 
hundred and twenty-five certificates of the following grades were 
granted: No. 1, 9; No. IJ, 20; No. 2, 24; No. 2^, 24; No. 3, 26; No. 3J, 15;. 
No. 4, 3 ; No. 4^, 1 ; No. 5, 2. We thought proper to give fractional 
grades, this being customary in a large number of counties. 

COMPARISONS. 

A comparison with the report of 1874 shows a material growth in 
a majority of the following particulars : 

Chapmansville has nine sub-districts, with a good school house in 
each, built from the proceeds of levies upon the property of the dis- 
trict. It has had twelve schools during the last school year, running- 
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nearly three months. This district voted out the levy for the present 
year by a small majority, and consequently, will have no schools for 
the present year. 



Number of youth enumerated 

" " attending school 

Average daily attendance 

Number studying Orthography 

" " Readi g.... 

" " Writing 

" «* Arithmetic 

" " Geography 

" " Grammar 

" " History 

" " Other branches.. 



1874. 


1875. 


5,712 


6,817 


4,045 


4,245 


2,675 


2,742 


3,710 


4,026 


3,045 


8,599 


2,160 


2,458 


1,642 


1,976 


788 


683 


609 


544 


270 


i:^5 


441 


428 



i 

e 



105 
200 
67 
816 
554 
298 
834 
decr'ase 

St 

<( 
({ 



A greater interest has never heen manifested in the county than 
that of last year — in city, town and country, the same. The percent- 
age of attendance, I believe, has never been greater. Every school 
was well attended. Our teachers were in earnest, and created an in- 
terest among the pupils. Parents, as they should, took an active 
part, thus giving encourat>ement to both teacher and pupils, without 
which but little can be accomplished in the school-room by the best 
educator. May the day hasten when parents shairmore fully realize 
their relation to free schools. 



CHANGES IN SCHOOL LAW. 

The needed changes in the law are manifold, yet if all the suggest- 
ed changes were actually made they would have a tendency to impair 
rather than benefit the schools; however, there are a few desirable 
changes that might very properly be made : 

1. The law requiring twenty-two days for a month is, to the teach- 
er, inconvenient, as the register furnished provides for only twenty 
days, making it impossible to have the date and day of the week tc 
correspond after the first month. This lameness should bo remedied 
at once. 

2. I suggest that the law be so amended as to require the Board of 
Education to appoint the trustees of the several sub-districts. 

3. The law should expressly state the hour for opening and closing 
school. There is great irregularity regarding this, and children are 
frequently detained eight hours, whereas, in my opinion, six hours 
are sufficient for all ordinary purposes. 
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4. The law requiring an election to be held each alternate year, at 
which the question of "power to levy" or "against power to levy" is 
submitted to the voters of each district, is not in keeping with article 
twelve, section one, of the Constitution of West Virginia. 

5. Section twenty-two, requiring the County Superintendent to 
make his report against September 30th, is productive of great iricon- 
venience, since, in case of the election of this officer, he has not had 
time to collect sufficient data upon which to base his re]>ort. This 
can be obviated by requiring the term of office to begin on the first 
of January. 

6. Provision should be made to defray the expenses incurred by 
the Board of Examiners in publishing notices of, and questions for, 
the examinations. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



W. V. Atha 4 

E. S. Amos 3 

W. V. Atha 3 

U. N. Arnett 1 

W. V. Atha 3 

C. M. Arnett 3 

8. G. Ash 3 

J. T. BeaU 2 

Hattie P. Burke 2 

M. C. Booth V 3 

W. J. Beall 1 

J. T. Beall 1 

E. T. Clayton 2 

E. 8. Clayton 2 

B. F. Charlton 1 

Sallie A Conaway.... 2 

E. T. Clayton 2 

H. M. Clayton 2 

D. M. Davis 3 

Z. F. Davis « 2 

M.S. Duncan 2 

Z. F. Davis 1 

Sallie Erwin 2 

James B. Fox 1 

J. M. Fox 2 

J. B. Fowler 2 

J. W. Fast 2 

J. B. Fowler 1 

James B. Fox 1 

J. M. Fox 2 

F. M. Fowler 1 

J. M. Fox 1 

Lizzie Finn 2 

Susie Gapen 2 

H. W. Harr 2 

R. E. Harr 2 

A. P. Harr 5 

L. E. Hall 5 

Ella Harvey 1 

A. O. Heck 3 

Hunter Hall 2 

W. K. Hibbs 2 

A. G. Hunt 'I 

McD. Hershberger 2 

Li«zio M. Howell ; 3 

A. P. Harr 4 

H. W. HaiT 1 

R. E. Harr 3 

L. E. Hall 3 

Alice Ingman 2 

8. K. Jacobs 1, 



8. R. Mercer 2 

Verona Mapel 2 

C. H. Meredith » 1 

W. A. Morgan 1 

F. H. Morgan 8 

U. E. Morgan 1 

A. D. Morgan 1 

L. E. Morgan 8 

J. L. Morgan 8 

C. H. Morris 1 

Annie Miller 3 

G. W. Martin « 2 

G. N. Martin 3 

W. J. McAlistei 8 

8. R. Mercer 2 

George D. Morris 8 

B. F. Mundell 2 

D. R. Martin ... 2 

J. C. Nay 8 

TillieNuzum 3 

Irwin Nutter 2 

J. C. Nay 8 

T. A. Nuzum 8 

8. C. Parish ~ 1 

G. W. Palmer 4 

W. J. Price 2 

W.J. Price 1 

W. E. Pigott 2 

8. C. Parish 1 

J. M. Prickett 1 

J. C. Parish 1 

Use Parish 2 

G. W. Palmer 2 

J. A. Robey 4 

J. A. Robey 8 

M. M. Ross 8 

Marshall Kiggs 3 

M. W. Reese 8 

Lindsey Roese 3 

James Satterfield 1 

J. J. Spencer 2 

P. E. Shuman 3 

M. 8. Snoderley 2 

Sylvester Shaw 8 

James Satterfield 1 

Jon. M. Suttertield I 

W. A. Sturm 1 

Flora Swearingen 2 

Ella Short 3 

J. J. Spencer 8 

J. M. Tetrick 2 



REPORTS OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 



89 



TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES.— Ck)unty. 



W. E. JoUiff. 3 H. M Tetrick. 

L. M. Koon 2 E. E. Tetiick.. 

Alex. Kuhn '. 2; J. M. Tetrick.. 



O. C. Kincaid 3 

Emma Layman 3 

S. J. Linn 2 

C. H. Meredith 2 

U. E. Morgan * 2 

C. H. Morris 2 

J. K Mercer 1 

Xi. E. Morgan 4 

D. R. Martin 3 



A. R. Wilcox... 
L. H. Wilcox... 
L. H. Wilcox .., 
A. R. Wilcox... 
E. H. Wince.... 

A. J. Wade 

Mary E. Wade. 
Olive Zumbro... 



3 
3 
1 
3 
3 
2 
3 
2 
3 
2 
3 



MAESHALL COUNTY—W. M. Wirt, SupL 

Having but recently been elected to the office of County Superin- 
tendent, I am not as familiar with the progress and the wants of the 
schools as I hope soon to be, and cannot, theretore, speak of either in 
detail. 

With the exception of one sub-district in Sand Hill, all the districts 
have erected suitable buildings for the accommodations of all tho 
children of the couujby. 

Within the school year just closed Webster and Liberty districts 
each erected a good frame, and Union a brick school house. The 
building erected in the town of Benwood, in Union District, is a very 
fine one, containing four rooms, and cost about $10,000. 

As there is an amended school law reported by a legislative com- 
mittee, I will not, at present, recommend any changes. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



J. W. Kelley 1 

A. Keniple 1 

L. A. Mutbolland 1 

Eliza Taylor 2 

(.. E. Blue 2 

Eliza Simmons 2 

Lizzie A. Parkinson 1 

Angle Yost 1 

C. P. Talbott 2 

W. K. Baldin 2 

A. S. Maxwell 2 

Mary Alley 2 

Mary Hughes <. 2 

Eugenie Alley 2 

W. R. Allen 2 

Flora A. Waddle 1 

Jane Gorbey 1 

W. M. Fonner 2 

M. S. Rine 2 

J. O. Srott 1 

Maria C. Hoffman 2 

N. W. Yealer 3 

W. E. Weekley 2 

L. B. Weekley 1 

Jacob Perkins... 2 

Sue Brant 1 

Wiley Evans 2 

J. M. Poyles 1 

W. S. Pi.well 1 

T. S. Riley 1 

W. T Rowles 3 

W. P leman 3 



H. O. Massie 2 

M. W. Bonar 2 

W. B. Starkey 2 

F. M. Campbell 2 

Frank Eskey 2 

W. W. Morgan 1 

C. E. Wells 2 

H. M. Riggs 2 

■J. J. N< wmau 1 

J. R. Moore 2 

Alfred Harris 1 

W. L. Manning 2 

G. C. Monroe 1 

M. J. Whittingham 2 

C. E. Lutes 2 

Emma Kerr 2 

Emma Newman 1 

M. E. Gans 1 

E. V.Martin 2 

Ada Wallace.... 1 

N. E. Easton 1 

J. M. Jefferson 2 

P. 8. Harris 1 

K. E. Nelson 2 

N. B. Eagleson 1 

J. H. Eagleson 2 

J. L. Hanen 1 

J. N. Jefferson ! 1 

David Bonar •. 1 

T. J. Parsons 1 

Mary Peck 1 

Maggie McGaw 1 
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MASON COUNTY— D. P. Guthrie, Suft 

The financial statement will, on account of the inaccuracies of the 
district reports, be found somewhat faulty ; while the statistical 
statements are incomplete, owing to the incompleteness of the daily reg- 
isters, which require nothing to be reported which will serve as 
statistical data. As Stahl's " Monthly Forms '* do not furnish these 
items, and as trustees all fail to make their reports, it would be bet- 
ter to furnish them from the teacher's daily register. 

CERTIFICATES. 

One hundred and fifty-eight teachers received certificates to teach 
within the past year. The money received from this source has paid 
the board for their services, and there is left a surplus of $38.00, 
which will be paid to the sheriff to be disbursed among the several 
districts ot the county, according to law. 

teachers' meetings. 

District Institutes were organized by me early in the beginning of 
the school year. These were nobly sustained and continued by the 
teachers throughout the winter term. The Mason County Teachers' 
Association as a permanent organization, has been productive of great 
good. 

Something higher than the common branches should be encouraged 
in our more advanced schools, as a part of the permanent programme 
of the school. 

the graded schools 

Of our county are certainly well taught. Point Pleasant graded 
school. Prof. J. W. Kenny, principal, three assistants. Mason City, 
William H. Pilchard, principal, five assistants. West Columbia, W. 
Beynon, principal, two assistants. New Haven. W. O. Atkinson, 
principal, two assistants. Hartford City, W. W. Harper, principal, 
three assistants. The Clifton public schools are under my charge 
with four assistants. The most of these subordinate teachers 
are ladies of thorough culture, and well qualified for the work of 
their choice. Had we space we should make honorable mention of 
other worthy teachers of our county. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Mrs. M. Copple 

Mrs. M. WestaU 

Mrs. E. Harper 

Mrs. H. Sayre 

Mrs. M. Trippett 

Mrs. E. A. Guthrie... 
Mrs. Kate Wesson..... 

Miss L. Buxton 

Miss C. Benedict 

Miss y. Behan 

Miss J. Sargent 

Miss A. Rnnnells 

Miss E. Moore 

MissJ.Pugh 

Miss H. Middleswart 

Miss L. Horner 

Miss J. Horner 

Miss M. M. Gray 

Mis8 J. Havman 

Miss E. McGuffiin 

MissL. Taylor 

Miss A. Dennis 

Miss M. Stevenson.... 

Miss 8. Davis 

Miss S. Loomis 

Miss E. Billows 

Miss E. Graham 

Miss N. Ford 

Miss L. Robinson 

Miss M. P.dmer 

Mi^^s N. Johnson 

Miss V. Mitchell 

MissM. Bay 

Miss Fannie Logan ... 

Mi&i D. (Hllispie 

MissM. Allen 

Miss L. Radford 

Miss N. Lichard 

Miss E. Highland 

Miss J. Hutchinson... 

Miss A. Peden 

Miss M. Short 

Miss E. Erwin 

Miss G. Bahan 

Miss J. Hutton 

Miss Bell Hutton 

Miss M. Short , 

Miss L. Horner 

Miss J. Horner 

Miss F. Wesson 

Mrs. M. ('Oppie 

Mrs. E. Harper 

Miss S.Wright 

Miss. Q. MctLim 

C.Keys 

G. H. Smith 

L. McFadden 

W. O. Atkinson 

J. F. Moore 

L. Lyons 

S S. Nye 

D. F. Sayre 

D .W. Tracy 



3 W. H. Ryne 3 

2 T. W. Williams 1 

2 Reed Yeager 1 

8 J. M. Burdette 2 

1 John Davis 3 

1 James Sayer 1 

2 E. H. Whitehead 2 

2 J. E. Clendennin 2 

3 A. L. Hoggess 3 

2 H. Brown 8 

3 J. B. Yeaper 1 

4 R. R. Davies 3^ 

2 DC. Pritchard 2 

3 M. J Campbell 3 

2 R. Q. Kincade 2 

8 J. H. Lasley ^ 1 

4 J. E. Middleswart 1 1 

1 J. H Woodyard 2 

3 J. V. Cline 3 

3 P. W. Mitchell 2 

2 V. A. Lewis 3- 

2 M. F. McFadde: 2 

2 A. Price 3 

2 Thomas Grover 3 

1 C. C. Knapp 4 

3 J. H. Clark 3 

3 W. H. Mitchell 1 

1 1. O. Birdsley 2 

3 Henrv Richard 3 

2 J R. Fulton 3 

2 S. Irion 3 

2 Wm. J. Zircle 1 

3 Paden Barnett 2 

3 D. L. Sanders 3 

3 T. L. Dabney 3 

3 George Yeager 2 

4 Peter R »ush 2 

3 George Swentzel 2 

4 Benjnmin Gibbs 1 

3 Frank Lewis 2 

2 John Blackburn 1 

2 Charles Ashworth 3 

3 A. M. Dunn 2 

2 James M«»rri8 3 

2 J. M. Burdette 2 

2 C. E. Kyes 1 

2 W. C. Dunlap 2 

2 D. F. Sayre 2 

2 George Stout 1 

3 C. N. Harrold 3 

3 H. U. Fisher 2 

2 J. W. Fisher 1 

3 C. C. Klanp 2 

1 George H. Stout 1 

1 C. B. Copple 2 

3 W. P. Buell 2 

1 A.M. Bryan 1 

2 Charles Faidly 2 

3 Charles Parker 4 

2 J. N. Deigh 3 

2|h. F. Savre 1 

2;j. H. Reynolds a 

2 Win. Davis 2 



MERCER COUNTY— A. B. Phipps, Sup't 

We think we may truthfully assert that the spirit of education is 
increasing in this county, although we labor under raany difficulties 
which prevent a more rapid development of the school system, and 
higher grade of mental culture. Parents are generally taking greater 
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interest in setiding their children to school, which is evidence that a 
desire for education is on the increase. 

The teachers were generally faithful in the discharge of their duties, 
and merit commendation for their zeal, energy, and perseverance in 
imparting instruction to their pupils. You will see from my finan- 
<5ial report teachers receive very low wages for their services in this 
<;ounty. 

We regret to say that the want of a sufficient number of compe- 
tent teachers is the greatest impediment in the way of the success of 
our schools. A branch of the Normal school, located at Concord, in 
this county, was opened last spring, to the instructions of which 
many of our young teachers were admitted, and we feel confident the 
improvement realized by them in this school will tell its happy effects 
in the schools of this, and the adjacent counties. 

From the ability and unfaltering energy of the teachers of this 
branch Normal ISchool, hopes are entertained of a great elevation of 
the standard of education in this section of the State; and the peo- 
ple, from the interest they take in this school, acknowledge them- 
selves the beneficiaries ot a wise legislation. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



G. Gillaspie 2 

L. M. Stinsou 1 

W. D. Cortiee 1 

J. 1*. Heptinstail 1 

J. C. FiMk a 

A. C. Davidson 2 

E. E. Reynolds * 3 

A. B. Pbipps 1 

5. T Reyn .Ids 1 

A. W. Hainman 1 

Miss E. Hoge 1 



G.B.Martin 2 

L. Mar in „ 2 

G. C. Miller 1 

N. B. LiJly 8 

A. W. Harvey „ 2 

I . M. Kelley 1 

G. Davidson (colored) 4 

Miss Ellie Wall 2 

F. A. Bolin 1 

Miss Eiiina Hoge 2 

Miss Melissa Rubinson „ 2 



D. C. Clenaeiien 8 It E. Rose 2 

MissE. C. Fletcher 2, Miss M. A. Ellison 2 



J. H. Brinkley 1 

J. H. Whitteker 2 

Wni.T Hobbs I 

Miss Ida Cowling 1 

Jautes Peters 1 

T. M Pendleton 1 

R. C. Pendleton 2 

M. S. Christie 2 

J. F. Holroyd 1 

G. iSumineis (colored) 3 

Miss Anna H ge... 1 



L. C. Shrewsbury 8 

J. A. Shutt 8 

J. M. Hainman 1 

Miss V. Saddler 2 

Miss P. B«rdew 4 

M. F. Ellison 2 

Miss J. Ellison 8 

J. B. Ellison „ 1 

J. H. Diniley 1 

J. Campbell 2 

W. S. Lilly 4 



Mids C. Stinson....: ]|Wm. Hedriok 2 

J. L. Stattord 2 



MINERAL COUNTY— J. H. Sharpless, Svp't. 

I might make many suggestions of what might be improvement to 
the school system, but will content myself with a few, leaving the 
subject to our Legislature, which is doubtless competent enough, if 
willing, to make such amendments as are needed to the present law. 
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The greatest objection to the present law is the manner in which 
the elections are held. Should a hostile or negligent board fail from 
any cause to post the election notices according to the **red tape" 
regulations, the illegality of the election allows any or all to refuse 
payment of taxes. This has occurred in this county, and is very 
likely to occur again. 

I respectfully suggest that a separate poll shall be opened at the 
regular State or county elections, conducted by the regular election 
oflScers, and that if notice be given at all it shall emanate from the 
same source as the other election notice. By having a separate poll 
it will prevent politics from entering to any very large extent into 
the school election. 

The blanks furnished at present contain no spaces for teachers or 
trustees to report the number pursuing different studies, hence no 
reports reached me of these items. Wo do not use Stahl's Eegister, 
which is entirely too complicated and extended for the average teacher 
to keep. 

I regret to see that the expenses of maintaining schools are so high 
This might be prevented if the Boards of Education were more care- 
ful of their trust, and if they were composed more generally of good 
business men. 

We have had great trouble in getting our Sheriff to settle with the 
Boards. In fact, it has not been done with all the Boards yet. Thi& 
fact partially explains the delay in making reports. 

Generally the schools have been well taught, and have mostly given 
satisfaction. Our teachers are improvirig. We had a Teachers' In- 
stitute at Keyser in July, ably conducted by Professors Blair and 
McMurran. I regret that the attendance was shamefully small, and 
it is a reproach upon the teachers of this county who could and did 
not attend. Wo also had a County Teachers' Association, which is- 
doing a good work, but it is not attended as it should be. Just here, 
I will offer the suggestion, that, as it seems to be good policy to edu- 
cate the teachers as well as the pupils, all teachers, when practicable, 
shall be required to attend a Teachers* Institute in their own county^ 
and that they be paid for the time spent, or enough to bear expenses. 

I again urge upon the Legislature the propriety of extending the 
school term from four to six months. It should require no argument 
to support the suggestion. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



JohnR. aifford 2 

Ella Sullivan 3 

Francis P. Doonan 1 

M. C. Hendriekson 2 

Miss E. R. Nevitt 1 

Mrs. M. V. Scruggs 1 

Miss Elizabeth Russell 1 

Jliss Maggie Markwood.. 2 

Miss .Jenuie B. Vandiver 2 

David C. Arnold 2 

Miss Lizzie Duncan 2 

Miss Bettie Gamble 2 

Miss Florence H. Grayson 3 

Miss Virginia A. Irvine 1 

John S. Butler 2 

D. A. Brown 1 

Lewis Dunn 4 



G. W. DoUey 1 

James ^Snodgrass » 2 

Frank Conlin 4 

Miss Ella C. Vanmeter 2 

Lewis W. Scudamore 1 

B. F. Berkely 1 

Manning H. Taylor 4 

Robert S. Pettett 2 

J. W. Hilleary 3 

Miss Maggie Wilson 2 

Mrs. A. C. Carter 5 

Isaac W. Leatherman « 3 

Peter E. Hartman S 

John E. Broome • 2 

Miss Lucy T. Cunningham 2 

Overton 8. Holt 2 

J. F. Dixon 2 



Miss Jennie Wilson I'G. B. Junkins 2 



MONOl^GALIA COUNTY— H. L. Cox, SwpH. 

The school work of Monongalia county for the year ending August 
3l6t, 1875, has been, I think, more successful than that of any other 
year since the establishment of the system. 

It is true that an exception may seem to exist in the case of Clin- 
ton district, on account of the confusion into which school matters 
have been thrown by certain irregularities in connection with the 
August election, as the question has been raised in the minds of some 
as to whether the collection of a levy made by the new Board could 
be lawfully enforced. This difficulty has not interfered materially 
with the work of the schools for the year for which this report is 
made, and I am satisfied that it will not interfere seriously with the 
work of the next year, as I look upon its settlement as certain, even 
should extraordinary means be necessary. 

The general work of the county, as at first stated, has been quite 
satisfactory. It is true that extra means have been used, such as 
the giving as a prize one copy of Webster's Unabridged Dictionary 
to that school in the county that should have the highest per cent, of 
attendance, based on its enumeration of youth, and also the holding 
of numerous educational meetings throughout the county by Mr. 
Wade, visiting superintendent, at which he urged upon the people 
strongly the claims of education, and the importance of parents edu- 
cating their children while they have the opportunity. Yet, not- 
withstanding this, I feel that there is a growth, a permanent interest 
in school work, as shown in the establishment of classes in most of 
the branches of study required by law in many of the schools of the 
county, and in the solid character of the work done. 
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I am much pleased at the improvement made by our teachers dur- 
ing the past year, both in knowledge and in teaching. This augurs 
much for the future, for it has been truthfully said that as the teacher 
so the school. 

In closing my long connection with the schools of the county as 
superintendent, I would not forget to return to the people my thanks 
for the generosity and uniform kindness with which they have al- 
ways treated me. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



M. L. Cose 1 

Lucy White 1 

Lizzie White 1 

Melissa Sanders 1 

C. H. Leuiley 1 

L.John 1 

L. P. Watson 1 

E. P. McGiunis 1 

C. S. Tenant 1 

H. B. Fortney 1 

B. L. Keeuan 1 

M. C. Courtney 1 

S. R. Coil 1 

L. Shisler 1 

L. R. Google 1 

F. M. Haynes 1 

J. E. Haught 2 

M. B. Hall. 1 

W. H. Rude 1 

J. F. Ridgeway 1 

George Bash 2 

J. P. Brand 1 

E. Warman 1 

G. W. Laishley 1 

Kate Kincaid 1 

E. Cobun 1 

H. R. Ross 1 

J. C. Murphv 1 

James Farreft 1 

J. C. Paugh 1 

W. Walls 2 

Jennie Loar 2 

A. Woods 2 

L. ('. Beals 2 

J.,M. Jolliff. 2 

L. P. Selby - 2 

John Davis 1 

D. Rich 1 

N. Camp 1 



M. Gorman 2 

A. Prior 1 

S. Fletcher 1 

J. A. Tenant 1 

J. A. Everly 1 

C. H. Sisler 2 

E. L. Jones 1 

A. F. Courtney 1 

L. Warman 1 

S. W. Ramsey 1 

J. E. Arnett 2 

W. Waychoff. 1 

A. A. Waters 1 

D. B. Waters 1 

J. F. Barnard 2 

L. B. Shriver ^ 2 

H. Freeland 2 

E. Coleman..... 1 

M. E. Wade 2 

B. S. Morgan ^ 1 

T. H. Price 1 

M. L. Shriver 2 

S. J. Hall ^ 2 

J. Conner 2 

R. Prozman 1 

W. N. Conner 2 

L. V. Stansberry 2 

M. C. Ramsey 2 

G. W.Johnston « 1 

8. A. Barnard 1 

J. Cuaningham 2 

A. F. Ammons 1 

J. M, Anderson 2 

D. H. Bussey 2 

W. H. I^mley 2 

J. W. Brock 2 

D. Glasscock 2 

M. C. Wilson 2 

V. Vandervort 2 



M)NROE COUKTY— James D. Beckett, Sup't. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Lizzie Vauter 1 

J. A. Meadows 1 

Edear Chambers 2 

Mary A. Broyles i 

Andrew L. Peck 1 

Charles W. Boylea 1 

R. C. Christie 1 

J. S. Broyles 4 

John Osborne 1 

Thomson Houchins 8 

John Dunlap • 2 

M. H. Walkup 1 

8. R. H. Irons 1 

Miss Ellen Prentice 1 

Johns Rudd a 1 

Lewis Larew 1 

Joseph Foster 1 

I. C. Elmore 1 

H. C. Beckett 1 

J. H. Reaburn 1 

James A. Larew 2 

William Narwood, Jr 1 

Miss Bettie Prentice 1 

A. H. Chenning 1 

Miss Fannie Crebbs 2 

Davis J. Mann 4 

Martha Brown 2 

J. J. Marom 1 

Madison Rowan 2 

Yelverton Webb 2 

G. W. Carpenter 2 

R. R. Little 1 

James A. .Mentz 3 

Miss C. B Foster 1 



James Dunlap 1 

J. B. Eakin 1 

William H. H. Campbell 1 

Newton EJlia 4 

Thomas Lewis 2 

B. R. Parker 2 

C. H. Paine (colored) 4 

JohnHinton S 

John M. Shippeu (colored) 8 

C. H. Graham 1 

Jo. A. Rufhbrook 2 

Lewis Burdett 2 

D. J. Chapman 1 

James D. Beckett 1 

Sylvanus Smith 2 

B. F. Humphreys 2 

Nettie Diddle 2 

John Piles 4 

Charles T. Brown 1 

G. K. Lathrop 1 

D. W. Bucker 1 

Leonidas Johnson 2 

Marion Gilchrist 2 

Thomas Burdett 2 

Frank Burdett S 

Andrew Parker 5 

David Pendleton 1 

James Mitchell 4 

J. W. Perrv 2 

Granville Houchins 2 

Thomas Wickline 1 

John Bradley (colored) 9 

Henry C. Barr 1 



MOKGAN county—George Buck, Sup't 



Our schools, twenty-eight in number, were kept in operation four 
months, and three schools, in the Bath district, were kept in operation 
six months. Our schools are growing, and increasing in interest and 
importance. The school oflScers, almost without exception, have done 
their duty during the past year in securing the harmonious and suc- 
cessful working of the free school system in this county. Great com- 
plaint, however, is made of the sheriff as treasurer of the school fund^ 
because he does not pay the teachers their salaries promptly, and does 
not settle with the boards of education within the time prescribed by 
law. This is driving Home of our best teachers from the profession, 
and is an evil that should be remedied, if possible. 

Again, provision is made for the education of jail the children of 
the county, and about one-third of them never attend school at all, 
thus causing an apparent waste of ono-third of the money, an evil 
that should be remedied, if possible. 

Allen district being disappointed in getting the tax from the Balti- 
more and Ohio £ailroad Company, fell in debt during the past year. 
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Either that Company should pay its taxes, or the law authorizing the 
taxes should be repealed. 

Bath district has been for two or three years preparing a fund for 
the erection of a building in the town ot Bath, suitable for a graded 
school. This, when completed, will be of great importance to the 
school interests of the county, as there will then be established in 
Bath a school suitable for manv of the teachers themselves to attend, 
a part of the year. 

Cacapon district has two large school houses standing in a half fin- 
ished condition, awaiting the funds necessary for their completion. 
It is hoped, however, that they will be finished in tirae for use the 
next session. 

Eock Gap, Sleepy Creek, and Timber Kidge districts, are tolerably 
well supplied with school houses for the present. I visited the 
schools twice, and some of them oltener during the last term. With 
very few exceptions, I found the teachers devoted to their work, and 
their schools well conducted. Some two or three of the schools were 
entrusted to indifl'erent teaohers, for want of bettor ones, and did but 
little good. Again, the winter was more severe than usual, and, 
doubtless, diminished the attendance. As the applicants for certifi- 
cates are more numerous now than they were a year ago, we may 
succeed in getting better teachers than we had then. I would sug- 
gest that the school month be made to consist of twenty days of six 
hours each. As the few Normal Institutes now held annually in the 
State, only reach and benefit a few of the best teachers, leaving the 
great mass of teachers unreached, and unbenefited, I would suggest 
that the Legislature provide for holding a Teachers' Institute in each 
county, and compel the teachers to attend, or forfeit certain privileges 
granted to those who do attend. By this means all the teachers 
in the State would be improved, and the standard of education 
elevated. 

The Legislature should provide for furnishing cvciy school officer 
in the county with a copy of the school law. It should also make it 
obligatory upon the teachers to use Stahl's Kegister, or else dispense 
with it entirely. And this suggests that book keeping should be 
added to the course of study in our common schools. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 

— I 



James 9. Bechtol ^ llNorral McKinler 2 

Charles O. Cook 1: William Peck 3 

Miw Mafp^e L. Norton ^ 2'Riciiard H. StoUer ^ 1 

Noah Potter 2 C. H. Bohrer ^ S 



Edward R. Gero „ ^ -.. 8 

Silas J. Hoverraale 2 

Joseph 1>. Hoverniale 8 

John Taluiage 4 

Job Hill 4 

C. E. Walling 1 

R B. Ruck 1 

George P. Harkleroad ] 

Annie V. Rankin 1 

Joseph E. Widineyer 3 



I.N. Michael 2 

Jdseph A. Mechem 2 

Birs. Sarah J. Davis 2 

T. J. Widmeyer 3 

MissM. A. Be?ans 3 

Richard L. Feamow 3 

Timothy Moriarty , 1 

Miss Annie Rice \, 4 

William F. Smith «, — 1 



McDowell county— John T. Gamble, Sup't 

Since my last report an impetus has been given the cause of edu- 
cation in this county, which promises fair to produce excellent results. 
Por a considerable time the system of free schools has not been clear- 
ly understood by a large majority of the people, and many erroneous 
impressions have been formed ; but 1 am' happy to say that these 
fiaise impressions are being rapidly dissipated, and a new era in the 
cause of education is about to dawn. The rapid progress of events 
in the development of science, arts and literature are now occupying 
the minds of our people, who are becoming interested in all that par- 
ted ns to their educational interests. 

The expenditures and receipts in Elk Horn district do not corres- 
pondj owing to the fact that no settlement was made by the board 
last 3'ear with the sheriff, and the present report embraces facts re- 
lating to Elk Horn district that should have been placed in last year's 
report. There were six schools taught in Elk Horn district during 
the year. Sandy Eiver district had eight schools in operation. Big 
Creek, six. 

The attendance, I am happy to say, has been more favorable this 
year than last, owing to the fact that our corps of teachers were more 
experienced and of better material than formerly. 

After much consideration, I have arrived at the conclusion that the 
members of the board of education and trustees should receive a spe- 
cific salary for their services. The trustees in this county fail to 
make reports to the secretaries, hence they are unable to make re- 
ports to the county superintendent. I think this state of things 
would bo entirely obviated if these parties were salaried, by small 
compensation for services rendered. 

I also fully concur with the most observant persons that our school 
sessions are too short. Much complaint is made on the part of many 
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in regard to the present term ; five months is conceded by all to be 
better adapted to the wants of our school system. Much objection is 
urged against the present school month of twenty-two days ; a menth 
of twenty days is generally adopted in colleges and academies, and, 
in my opinion, would meet with favor on the part of teachers, and 
patrons also. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Emanuel Reed 4 

John Deskins 2 

John Dixon 4 

Jesse.!. Gamble 1 

J. C. Freeman 2 

OeorgeF. Bruster 2 

W. L. Gamble *... 1 

H. L. Williams H 

W. P. Payere 2 

Thomas C. Blankeuship 8 

H. L. Franklin 2 

I. W. Holbrook 1 



F. H. Evins 2 

J. D. Payne 2 

Adam Payne 3 

Allen Steel 2 

Randolph Auvil 2 

J. H. Shannon 2 

T. R. Mitchell 2 

G. H. B. Myers 1 

John Collins 2 

John Riffe ~ 8 

H. P. Totten 8 



NICHOLAS COUNTY— J. Raymond Eobinson, Sup't. 

I can safely say that the free school system is rapidly gaining pop- 
ular favor in this county. The vote taketi at the last August election 
on the question of levy or no levy, clearly demonstrated this fact ; 
it was double that of the vote taken at the election in August, 1873^ 
on the same question, in favor of levy. 

This county is divided into six school districts, viz : Grant, Jeffer- 
son, Kentucky, Hamilton, Summersvillo and Wilderness. 

Grant District is divided into six sub districts, in five of which 
schools were taught in the past school year, averaging four months 
<5ach. The number attending school, one hundred and twenty-tWo ; 
daily average attendance eighty. Houses — ^five frame and one log. 

The District of Jefferson has seven sub-districts, in six of which 
-schools were in operation twenty-one months within the last school 
year; average number of months three and a half; number attending* 
school one hundred and seventy-five; daily average attendance one 
hundred and seventeen. Houses — eight, two of which are frame, 
and six log. 

Kentucky — In this district, there are nine sub-districts, and in eight 
of these schools were taught in the past school year. Average num- 
ber of months three and three-fourths; number attending schools one 
hundred and ninety-two; daily average one hundred and twenty-nim^. 

In Hamilton District eighteen schools were kept open within the 
past school year, averaging three and a half months. Number at- 
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tending schools three hundred and eighty-seven ; average attendance 
two hundred and eighty-six. There are fifteen sub-districts in this- 
district, in fourteen of which are log houses. Last winter the school 
house in sub-district No. 8 was burnt. 

Summersville District has four sub -districts, in all of which schools 
were taught during the last school year, averaging four months each. 

The number attending school one hundred and forty-eight; daily 
average one hundred and nine. In this district are three frame houses- 
and one log house. Average number months taught, four. 

Wilderness District is divided into eight sub-districts, in each of 
which, there is a log school house. Bight schools were taught in the 
past school year. Number of months taught thirty; average number 
three and three-fourths. Two hundred and sixty-nine attended 
school. Daily average attendan<?e one hundred and seventy -four. 

SUMMARY. 

In this county are forty-nine sub-districts, in which forty-nine 
schools were taught in the school year ending August 31, 1875, ave- 
raging three and eight-tenths months each. Number of pupils- at- 
tending schools one thousand two hundred and ninety-three ; daily 
average attendance eight hundred and ninety-six. 

The number engaged in each branch of study is not fally reported 
in any of the districts of the county, except Hamilton andKentucky^ 
and not any report on this subject from Jefferson. I have conferred 
with the secretaries of Grant, Jefferson, Summersville and Wilder- 
ness, and have visited the office of some of these, and find that it is 
not their fault, but that the teaclicrs have not reported these statis- 
tics to the secretaries. The teachers not having a supply of Stahl'a 
Complete School Eegistors, use the monthly reports in room of them, 
which you are aware, have no blank for filling up the number study- 
ing each branch, and the average age. 

Whole number of school houses in this county forty-eight, ten of 
•which are frame and thirty-eight log. 

Total value of all school property eleven thousand three hundred 
and twenty dollars. All the districts made the levy required by law. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Laura A. Cox 3 

Isaac N. Cux ; 2 

KyleB. McCue 3 

J. H. Robinson 1 

JaiJies VV. Whitman.... 3 

A. D. Ke.sler ^ 2 

E. P. White J^. 2 

H. D. Rader 4 

George Grose 1 

e. H. Copenhaver '. 3 

Walters. Henderson 3 

B. C. McNutt 4 

A. A. Hamilton 2 

W Y. Callaghan 1 

L. M. Atwood 4 

<J. R. Hanna 2 

Vanpelt Neil 3 



W. F. Callaghan* 2 

Samuel P. Schindel 1 

John L. McCutchen , 3 

W. T. White 5 

James E. McClung 4 

Bernard N. McCutchen 3 

Sarah E. Carden 3 

W. W.Jones 2 

John E. Kern 1 

N. ('. Hendrick 1 

David McQueen 2 

John L. McCoy 2 

R. E. Robin.son 8 

.1. A. Tomliiison 4 

Joseph L. Smith 1 

Margaret A. Thornton 2 

R. V. Dorsey 3 



Jacob Young 3 H. C. Perkins a 2 

Thomas C. Brown 2iC. J. Beirne 5 

A. C. McMillion I'M. M. Malcom 2 

James M. Koontz 1 John M. Morton 4 

W. A. McClung; 3i 



OHIO COUNTY— John C. Faris, Sup't. 

In submitting this rejiort for the last year of my predecessor, I 
would say, I believe the schools of our county are in as flourinhing a 
condition as any, perhaps, in the State — with good school houses and 
:fixtures in every sub-district, all built within the last ton years, ex- 
cept the two rooms for the school in Fulton — part of Wjishington 
district — these are quite comfortable, but not quite in harmony with 
modern school arrangements. The Commissioners of this district are 
laying a levy for building purposes, each year, intending to build as 
soon as they are prepared financially. 

I have visited about one-half of the schools in the county since the 
the first of September ; find a desire for improvement manifested by 
both teachers and scholars. Our schools are assuming a higher 
standard for scholarship than they did some years ago, having higher 
arithmetic, algebra, philosophy, history and physiology, taught in 
some of them. This is encouraging, and should make the teacher tuy 
to keep up with the times. Yet I fear it will not be advantageous to 
the smaller scholars, as it will take so much of th^ teacher's time to 
hear the higher classes, they cannot give the time to the ABC schol- 
ars they should. If we had a thickl}' settled country, and a sufiieient 
number of children in each sub -district, so we could have two teach- 
ers in each school, one for the higher, and one for the primary 
branches, we might bri/ig our public schools near to perfection, but as 
it is, I do not know that it is much to the advantage of the schools to 
introduce the higher branches. 
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While our schools are prosperous, and improving each year, yet 
the}' do not seem to accomplish all they sbonld. The school, with all 
its appliances, cannot benefit the poor class — for which it was in- 
tended, unless they avail themselves of its privileges. The rich, wha 
pay the tax to support the public schools, will school their children 
without them. The poor, who pay little, or no tax, are very irregu- 
lar, and careless in sending their children to school— some do not send 
at all. There are some young men and women in our county now 
who cannot read and write, yet we have had free schools for tWenty- 
five years. I believe before our schools accomplish the end for which 
they were intended — ihe education of the mnsses — we must have a 
compulsory educational law. As those who have property, and ua 
children, are compelled, by law, to pay tax to sustain the schools, why 
should not those who have children, who pay little or no tax, be com- 
pelled to send their children to school, and thug get the benefit of tho 
free school system ? One is required by law, why should not the 
other? Would one be more arbitrary than the other? 

Our people are tired of having so many school elections. They 
think the commissioners might be granted power to levy a tax suffi- 
cient to have school the lull term, at the regular school election. If 
we have school at all, we should have it the full term of seven or 
eight months. At the regular election the people could vote the 
lengtt of the term they wished the schools to be kept open, and the 
Commissioners could govern themselves accordingly. 

I think the law by which Leatherwood was constituted an inde- 
pendent school district should be repealed by the Legislature. They 
lay the minimum levy for school purposes and thus are enabled to draw 
their share of *' State fund," but have no school in their district; they 
pay what little money they raise by tax and the State fund, to send 
their children to other schools in the county. The property of Leath- 
erwood is the most valuable, 1 suppose, in the county, and should pay 
a large school tax. But as it now is, we get very little from it. I 
think unless they are required to have school in their own district, 
and thus bear their share of the buraen of tax, the law should be re- 
pealed, and they thrown with the remainder of Triadelphia 
townnhip. I believe every school in the county, except that of Leath- 
erwood, is now in successful operation. 

Every teacher, with one or two exceptions, perhaps, is a resident of 
our own State and county. A great many of the teachers are resi- 
dents of the sub-district in which they teach We are thus encour- 
aging home talent and industry, and securing better teachers, for 
when the teacher is at home he feels it is his interest to advance the 
scholars as rapidly as possible. The teacher, parents and scholars, all 
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work together for tho success and advancement oi the school. If a 
stranger is the teacher, we feel that it is only a temporary school, tho 
teacher does not feel the same interest in the scholars, and tqis feel- 
ing is reciprocal. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIB CERTIFICATES. 



W. C. Meek 1 

H. H. Meek 2 

J. M. McCulloch 

G. A. ivyle 

N. B. ElaglesoD 

J. F. Foreman 



W. M. Wirt 1 

5. E. Slator 1 

A. L. Wirt 1 

Jos. Burrows 1 

J. W. Hancber 1 

ThoB. Shannon 2 

Wm. Curtis 2 W. H.C. Curtis 

J. IJ. Maxwell 1 Cora Kyle 

Mary Pattison 2 W. E. Hcrvey.. 

A. J. Wallace 2 M. L. English... 

W. B. Gibson I S. P. Lazear 

M. E. Whitham 2 Charles Kyle.... 

A. C. Bade 1 Mattie Thornburg 2 

A. L. BiggA 1 Amanda Maxwell. 2 

Mary Arbuthnot 2 W. C. Smith i. I 



PENDLETON COUNTY— Wm. F. McQuain, Sup't 

As to the general condition of schools, in their practical workings, 
I learn from ray predecessor they are, in a great majority of sub- 
districts, in a prosperous condition. The grade of certificates of 
teachers has been increased, showing satisfactory advancement of the 
standard of instructio!!, whicjh, as a necessary consequence, has its 
eflect in the increased progress of scholars. 

A gretit improvement could be made in the construction and ven- 
tilation of school houses, whereby health and comfort would be pro- 
moted. The seats are uncomfortable ; a great many have no backs, 
and are too high for the smaller children. 

In regard to the system, my observation leads me to believe that 
it is growing in favor with the people, and if judiciously managed 
and administered, will soon become entirely satisfactory. Every dis- 
trict in the county voted to authorize the levy required by the 40ih 
section of the school law, by increased majorities. 

I have no recommendation to make, having as yet but little knowl-* 
edge of my field of labor. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Rol)ert R. Hiner 

Marv E. Mitchell 

Benj. P. Dav 

Mitfs H. C. Jones 

Henderson Eye 

George W. Puffenbarger. 

Mord'. cai Dove 

George A. Eye 

A. F Calhoun 

WiUiara J. J. Wilson 

John S. Bund 

Jonathan Hiser 

William Vint 

George M. Vint 

Daniel A. I^ndes 

Henry D. Hively 

Jas. F. Hively #.. 

Isaac F. Dice 

Pleasant Kiser 

Ambrose Smith 

John Roudabiish 

Tyne McClung 

Sol. K. Nelson 

W. N. Murphy..... 

I^ayette Nelson , 

Sol. Mauzy 

.lohn Simons 

Nuah II Judy 

A. A. Hahn 

C. V. Blakemore 

Sam. Armstrong 

Wm. F. McQuain 

John W. Biley 

J. M. McQuain 



4 
5 

^i 

31 

3 

3 

3 

3 

2 

3 

3 

2 

2 

2 

3 

4 

2 

2 

2 

4 

2 

2 

2 

4 

3 

3 

2 

2 

2 

1 

5 

1 



J. R. Buck 

Jacob Hannon 

C. D. Hottel 

D. C. Shiflett 

W. K. Buck 

Isaac N. Hanna 

Alfred E. Wilson , 

Jonn R. Holt 

George W. Grady 

Philip Nelson 

S. W. MuUenix 

Josiah F. May , 

Manasseh Cougar 

John W. Cook 

B. C. Vance 

. Hannon 

John G. J>ahmer , 

John F. Masters 

Robt. L. Nelson 

Leonard Harper 

Sarah J. Burgoyne 

B. Nelson 

.ohn W. Armentrout. 
lohn J. Dunkle 

Isaac S. Pennyliacker. 

E. A. Samuels 

Miss Henrietta Boggs.. 
A- J- Wilson 

B. H. Blagg 

L. M. Pope 

George W. Shirk , 

Martha H. Ward 

William Evick 

C. N. Grible 



.. 2 
.. 4 
.. 3 
.. 4 
.. 8 
.. 4 
.. 4 
.. 3 
.. 3 
.. 2 
.."1 
... 3 
.. 2 
...2 
.. 8 
.. 6 
...3 
.. 2 
... 2 
.. 2 
... 4 
.. 2 
. 2 
.. 1 
., 2 
... 2 
.. 4 
.. 1 
,.. 3 
.. 8 
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.. 8 
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PLEASANTS COUNTY-C. C. Davis, Sup't 



The schools were all visited by my predecessor, A. W. Gorrell, to 
whom we are much indebted for his untiring efforts in behalf of free 
education. May he long remain in our ranks. 

Not having visited the schools, I am poorly prepared to make a 
definite report of the actual condition of them. I may safely say, 
that our teachers are making rapid strides toward perfection, and I 
flatter myself that, although graded low, they will compare favor- 
ably with those of our neighboring counties. I will refer briefly to 
the condition of each district as to finances, building, months taught, 
etc. 

Grant district is divided into five sub-districts, all, with one excep- 
tion, supplied with ^ood buildings. Total number of months taught, 
thirty-six; expenditures of the building fund, ?242.49; of the teach- 
ers' fund, $1,012. 

Washington district contains three sub-districts. The buildings of 
Nos. 2 and 3 are to be replaced by more commodious ones. Whole 
number of months taught, twenty-five. The expenditures of the 
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building fund during this year were $209.60; of the teachers* fund, 
$912.60. 

Jefferson district contains five sub-districts, all well provided with 
houses. The number of months taught, fifteen ; expenditures of the 
building fund, $403.12 ; of the teachers' fund, $505. 

McKim district is divided into five sub -districts. The whole num- 
ber of months taught, twenty ; expenditures of the building fund, 
$153.55 ; of the teachers' fund, $556. 

Lafayette district has five sub-districts; months taught, eighteen ; 
expenditures of the building fund, $437.76 ; of teachers' fund, $488. 

TJnion district contains six sub-districts. Whole number of months 
taught, twenty-four; expenditures of building fund, $1,007.37; of 
teachers' fund, $519. 

The county contains six districts, and twenty-eight sub districts. 
The whole number of months taught in the county, 138 ; the amount 
expended of the building fund, $2,433.90; of the teachers' fund, 
$4,190.50; average cost per pupil, including all expenses, $6*19. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



C. P. Talbott 3 

H. S. McGregor 3 

Green Ruttencutter 2 

William T. Lock 3 

Heiiry 8. Coen 4 

Thomas C. Coen 4 

G. A. Corbin 4 

Charles T. Cox 6 

G. W. Woodbridge 2 

Martin L. Tedd 5 

L. E. McVay 2 

L. A. Ellis 4 

M. K. Duty , 5 

J.E Cross 2 

Mrs. A. M. Goir3ll 2 



Miss Annie Pinlay 2 

" Martha Wilbon 3 

" Rachel Rymer 3 

" Mary Louer 2 

" BellLindsey 3 

" MyrtillnLock 3 

" M. A. Miller 4 

" L. E. Moore 3 

" Fannie Arnott. 3 

" Phoebe Dabele 2 

" Alice Wilson 3 

*' Jnne Maxwell 5 

" JertnieSteere 2 

♦' L. E. Simmons 3 

*' EUa Knight 2 



POCAHONTAS COUNTY— M. D. Dunlap, Sup't. 

You will see from this report that we have examined thirty-eight 
teachers. A large numb«jr of them took tho first grade, and most of 
them made efficient teachers. All our sub-districts have had four 
months school this year, and some of them five, and some six months. 
This extension of the schools was owing to a surplus of money found 
to be in the treasury in some two of the districts. I think it may 
safely be said that our schools in this county have been better con- 
dactcd, and more successful this year, than in any previous year. 
This is due mainly to the increased ability of our teachers. 

The second school district has built two new houses this year, one 
log and one frame. It is- a great mistake to build log school houses. 
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The first district has built one new house, irame. Many of our houses 
are badly seated for school houses. ^ 

In the fourth district there is not one house, well seated, an4 in the 
second only one. 

The third district is so located that they are compelled to keep np 
a lar^o number of schools in order to reach all the children, and they 
have but a comparatively small amount of taxable property. 

We have had four schools for colored children, two in the fourth 
district, and one in the the third, and one in the second. These were 
not regular schools. Such teachers as wo could get were employed 
by the respective Boards of Education. 

There is a very decided opposition in this county to the free school 
system as administered at present. The system costs too much for 
all the time that the schools are run. Something ought to be done to 
remedy this evil. I would suggest that a great retrenchment might 
be made in the reporting system, from the State Superintendent do wik 
to the teachers, which would save, for school purposes, several thou- 
sand dollars every year, which are now paid to officers for reporting, 
and to printers for printing blanks, &c., and yet we might have every- 
thing reported that is really necessary, but the details of this re- 
trenchment would be too tedious for this paper. 

I believe all the school officers ought to be elected for at least four 
years. As it now is, just when they get to understand their business 
so as to act efficiently, they are turned out and others put in their 
places. 

I believe it would be better for the school elections to be held with 

the State elections. There would be a much larger vote cast in that 
way, and it would save several hundred dollars to the Slate. 

There have been four schools for colored children in this county, 
but the teachers were not examined, but employed by ihe different 
boards, and in the fourth district there was no register kept, conse- 
quently no regular report can be made of the fourth district. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Miss L. V. Whitniore 1 

Miss Nettie Stulting I 

N. S. Dutfielu 2 

Wm. P. Carnble 1 

Calvin Stulting 2 

R. C. Shailer - 3 

John S. More 1 

ir. W. PaNer 3 

Wm. H. Hull 2 

Brown M. Zcager 1 

Uriah Bird 1 

Miss L. Sue Beard 1 

Daniel A. Peck 2 

J. G. Flory 4 

Miss Anna C.Clark 2 

T. S. Gillespie 2 

M. G. Mathews 1 

E. H. More 1 

Wm. Overholt 1 



Miss C. Stulting 2 

Miss Lizzie Vawter 1 

E. G. Alderman 8 

C. O. Hutf. 1 

G. W. Falser 2 

Horrace Lookridge 2 

J. W. Warwick 1 

C R. More 2 

George Baxter 2 

Mrs. II. E. Poagc 2 

Hamilton Gay 8 

M. A. Dunlap 1 

0. A. McNiel. 2 

**quire Brown 2 

J. C. Mcdure 1 

MissR. E.More 2 

MissEtfie Amos 2 

John Shadcr 3 

G. R. Gay 1 
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PHBSTON COUNTY— J. H. Feather, Sup't 

The majority of our schoole were run fonr months this year ; and I 

think I am safe in saying that there was a greater interest taken in 

educational matters, than ever before, both upon the part of teachers 

and scholars. 

Without multiplying words, I would just say that we are trying ta 

educate the youths of Preston county. 

Our teachers are looking up, and the patrons are looking up to- 
wards the education of their children. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



J. D. Eichelberger 1 

W. H. Shahan 1 

Frank McRee 1 

Asa Fortney 1 

John Fortiiey 1 

.1. W. l-aw 1 

W. M Walter 2 

D. G. Watsou 1 

T. W. Scotl 2 

J. A. Bower 2 

Maggie Holland 2 

W. G. Crow 2 

N. J. Fortney 1 

S. P. Sipe , 1 

D. M. West 1 

D. M. Watring 2 

C. A. Elieason 2 

M. O. Ogornian 1 

G. S. Deakins 2 

Sennie Atwood 3 

Kate Potter 2 

M. S. Hincmun 1 

P. J. Crogan 1 

J. M. Laughridge 3 

A. F. Simpson i 

E. P. Brand 2 

' B. R. Gnrlow 1 

A. Eightiuire 1 

R. F. Kightmire 1 

Frank Bartlett 2 

S. F. Bennett 2 

M. C. Ramsey 1 

W. S. Hopkins 1 

F. V. Coleraau ] 

C. M. Commell 1 

N. S. Michle 1 

J. F. Michle 1 

E. Kincade 1 

J. F. Arnott 2 

E. W. Zinn 1 

M. T. Powell 1 

.T. B. Schultz 2 

L. R. MeClure 3 

J. G. McClure 2 

David Kenedy 2 

.T. M. Jelfreys 1 

J. H. Halt 1 

A. F. McMillen 1 

A. W. Snider 2 

Bnice Vandervert 2 

B. L. Reenan 2 

Maggie Burgoine 2 

Mary Jones ;.... 2 

J. P. Martin 1 



Taylor Friend 1 

Marshal Friend i: 

G. V. Leighton 1 

J. S. Nedrac 1 

Thomas Jenkins 1 

Disa Fr.'nkhauser 1 

Lida Showalter 1 

F. P. Burke 1 

B. W. Arnold 1 

Joseph Arnold 2 

G W. Matheny 2 

I. W. Ri.sh 1 

F. S. Cunningham 1 

(Jeorge Laub 1 

Lee Cuppett 2* 

Liuira McGrew 1 

Arch Deherry t 

Emerson Mc(ireero 2 

E. H. Abraham 1 

J. D. West 1 

George Miller 2- 

M. R. Frank 1 

T. J. Jacobs 1 

L. W. Fike 1 

G. W Mathews 2 

VVra. i oilier 

Enoch Burnsell 1 

A.N. Sharps 1 

D. H. Savage 1 

Isaac Smith 1 

B. H. El^ev 1 

Eli Albright 1 

J L. Cuppett 3 

M. L. Nine 3 

H. Warner 1 

M. Jeflfreys 2 

S. J. Elaey 2 

A. S. Sharo 2 

A. W. Pell 1 

Edel Albright 2 

S. Garner 2 

8. M. Garner.... 2 

M. C. Stone 1 

H. Evans 2 

S. Stansbtrry 1 

D. L. Tansey 1 

J. D. Jeffreys 3 

C. C. Feather 2 

D. J. Albright 2 

W. M. Warden 2 

\V. F. Miller 2 

A. I. Holt 2 

8. A. Baker 1 
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PUTNAM COUNTY— M. S. Ktrtley, Sup't 

On presenting this, my second annual report, I cannot refrain from 
expressing my high appreciation of the services of the school officers 
tin their judicious management of'all the school interests of the coun- 
tj', and especially to the secretaries of the several boards of educa- 
tion for their promptness, at all times, in furnishing the necessary 
material for making out my reports. 

Buffalo district reports one graded and eight primary schools, one 
of which was for the instruction of colored pupils ; 539 youths and a 
daily average attendance of 41^ per cent of all its youths. The 
schools continued four and one-ninth months during the year. 

Curry district reports ^vq hundred and thirty-six youths and ten 
<jommon schools. The schools continued three months, with a daily 
average attendance of thirty-nine per cent. 

Pocatalico District — Since my last annual report the division line 
between Pocatalico and Union districts has been changed, cutting off 
'three sub-districts from Pocatalico, leaving but seven, instead of ten, 
as reported last year. This change necessitated the transfer of $4H1.35 
of the teachers' fund, and $38.15 of the building fund, to Union dis- 
trict, which is accounted for in the secretary's report of Union dis- 
trict, under the heading ''from other sources;" but the blanks fur- 
nished gives no column in which the credit can be shown in favor of 
Pocatalico district for these amounts. 

The report of the secretary of this district shows that $8.80 has 
also been paid out for transferred pupils ; hence the actual balance 
on hands of the teachers' fund of this district is $490.15 less than the^ 
accompanying report shows. This district reports seven common 
-schools; six hundred and four youths (including those in the three 
sub districts transferred to Union, the enumeration having been pre- 
viously taken.) with a daily average attendance of loss than nineteen 
per cent. Each school of this district was taught five months. 

Scott district reports five hundred and ninety six youths; ten 
<;ommon schools, which were taught four months each, with a daily 
average attendance of thirty -five per cent, of all its youths. This 
district has not completed all its buildings, having two houses yet to 
finish. Yet the Board of Education has pursued a commendable 
course in erecting suitable, commodious and durable buildings, of 
which the people are not only justly proud, but see that they are 
much cheaper than the ordinary buildings heretofore erected. 

Teayses Yalley district reports four hundred and twenty-nine 
youths; seven common schools, which were taught four and two sev- 
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cnths months each, with a daily average attendance of nearly thirty- 
five per cent, of all the youths of the district. 

Union district reports nine common schools (including the three 
transferred from Pocatalico, as stated above,) which were taught four 
and one-ninth months each, with a daily average attendance of nearly 
forty-nine per cent, of its youths. 

Winfield independent district reports one hundred and twenty- 
eight youths ; two common schools, one for white and one for colored 
pupils. The school for whites continued six months, with a daily 
average attendance of fifty-three and one-half per cent, of all ita 
white pupils. 

In my visits I found the larger portion of the school houses com- 
fortable and suitable, the teachers, with few exceptions, energetic and 
competent, and the pupils orderly and- studious. But the most no- 
ticeable feature in a large majority of the schools was the great num- 
ber of unoccupied desks. My report shows that the ave^-age daily 
attendance of the whole county is but little more than thirty-five per- 
cent., while more than forty-three per cent, of our youths, the future^ 
citizens of the State, have not received a single day's instruction in 
the common schools. Can no plan be devised to remedy this evil? 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



S. B. Chilton 1 

F. M. Sovine 2 

J. S. Cooley 2 

L. J. Aselirorth...* 2 

William Hurin 3 

F. M. Howell 2 

Samuel Iron 3 

J. T. Lanhaiu 3 

M. F. Roberts 3 

T. Y. Reynolds 2 

A. K. Dulling 2 

George A. Devrees 2 

A. C. Blair 3 

J. W. Arnold 3 

J. C Brown 1 

L. S Prollett 3 

Lycurgus Hardley 2 

Wm. E. Herndon 2 

Edgar McAllister 2 

S. \V. Rumbaugh 2 

T. N. Givens 2 

T. J. Mitchell 1 

Lewis Barnhart 2 

J. M. Hensoa. 3 

H. C. Johnson 3 

M. iC Harman 2 

O. W. Tucker 2 

J. H. Goiter 3 

Amos Colter „ 8 

N. P. Alexander 1 

Charles Casto 2 



A. J. Loyd 1 

T. i . Merks 8^ 

C. M Farrar 2 

W. M. ik^per : 2 

.). C. Henderson 2 

John King 3 

J. 1 .Thomas 1 

Stanley Broding 2 

Will C. Coffinan 2. 

J. H. Kennisun 2 

H. A. Nickle 1 

W. T. Milam a 

8. K Winkter 2 

Chester Stratton 1 

H. C. Tribble !. 2 

S. V. Hartley 1 

S. E. Hartley 2 

Mis-} Luella Mason « 2 

Ira J. Hanly 2. 

M. L. Dudding 2^ 

Emma Kate Tnompsom 2. 

Bettie C. Reynolds 2 

Melissa J. Cooper 3 

Melissa Ruse 4 

S. J. Jones 1 

Bettie Stewart 2 

HartH. Forbes 2 

John R. Banks (colored) 3 

W. H. Browner " a 

A. C. Wilson " 4 
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KALEIGH COUNTY— G. W. Cook, Sup't • 

I am not fully acquainted with the progress the schools have made 
•during the closing year, nor the condition of the houses, but 1 am 
sure from the number of the houses reported and their value, that 
some of them are not suitable for school rooms ; probaoly seven out 
of the fifty-seven are such. From tfie statistical report you "^vill see 
there were seventeen visits by the County Superintendent, but there 
is no record of the condition of the schools ot the county. There are 
some school houses in which a County Superintendent has never 
been. The financial report is the best 1 could make from the secre- 
taries' reports. They were not correct, and should have been re- 
turned, but some of them were received by the ex-County Superin- 
tendent, and delivered to me, when too late. Probably it will be 
better to make provisions that the out-going, superintendent may 
make his own report. He surely will understand his proceedings 
better than any one else. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Addison Hanna 1 

Lafayette Meador 1 

Nathan Scott 1 

•Jtweph Peters 1 

Tolisson Siimate 1 

George Bailey 1 

Martin Ellison 1 

J). F. Hale 1 

W. C. Hollandsworth 2 

Lewis Hunter 2 

Mary A. Ellison 2 

T. J. Callaway 2 

W. R. Neely 2 

C. P. Stover 2 

Alexander Watts 2 

O. S. Riffle 2 

•John McVey 2 

Sianna Roles 3 

F. A. Neely 3 

M. E. Vass 3 

Thaddeus Scott 3 

W. J. Harper 8. 

J. G. M^ader 3 

T. C. Miller 3 

W. G.Callaway 3 



Virginia McGinnis a 

Celestia Davis 3 

John French 

T.J.Cotton 

J. A. Townsley 

A.J.Williams , 

Martha McVey , 

Milton Curtis ^^ 

Anna McVey , 

T. J.Ross , 

R. B. McComas , 

Sarah DIUt _ 

German Clay 5 

VV. C. Allen 6 

G. W. Shuuiate 5 

Caroline Hale 5 

J. R. Callaway 6 

Oliver Stover 5 

Edward Tyree 5 

W. R. Williams H 

John Webb 5 

E. B. Meador 5 

H. C. Meador 6 

WUllams Wriston 6 

.Samuel Roles 5 



EANDOLPH COUNTY— J. W. Price, Sup't * 

Having lately assumed the duties of the office of County Superin- 
tendent, I am not presumed to be familiar with all the workings of 
the school system in our county. The law ought to require the 
County Superintendent having charge of the schools for any year, to 
ji^ke the report for that year. 
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There seems to be considerable interest in the cause of education 
in this courity, but not near enough yet. We have a very respectable 
•eorps of teachers, but the most of them are young persons without 
suflScient experience to insure success. I think the board of exami- 
ners are gradually raising the standard of scholarship from year to 
year. 

The salaries of experienced teachers are not sufficient; that of 
young and inexperienced ones are too high. 

In Mingo District the salary of holders of No. 1 certificates was 
forty dollars per month, and No. 2 thirty-five dollars. The trustees, 
by order of the board of education, contracted with some teachers to 
teach the smaller schools for less t^ian the regular salary. 

Our county is sparsely settled, and there are too many sub-districts. 
I am in favor of consolidating some of them, and running the schools 
for more than four months in the year. It is better for scholars to 
have to walk two or three miles to a good teacher, than to have to 
attend a small school which cannot pay the salary to secure a good 
teacher. 

The finances of the county are in a healthy condition. There is a 
surplus carried over from this year in both the school and building 
funds. Two districts arc in arrear in the building fund (Valley Bend 
$92.00, and Dry Fork $156.46). I cannot tell the exact condition of 
the finances, as the secretaries state that the sheriff refused to settle 
with the boards, claiming ho had no right to do so. With the excep- 
tion of Berkeley, Huttonsville and Mingo, the reports of the secreta- 
ries show all the districts to be in error in counting their commissions. 
I corrected these in my report from the data before me the best I 
could do. The whole subject of the finances of the county should be 
looked into. The board for that purpose have made no report for 
this county. 

The people are willing to pay liberally for the support of the 
schools, but they want overy cent to go to the right place. The ex- 
penses for fuel and making fires are entirely too much. The teacher 
and children are able to sweep the rooms and make the fires without 
^oing to an^ expense about it. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Mary Hart Butchen 1 

Calvin P. Darnall 2 

M. 8. Hamilt4.n 2 

SamariesS. ChanoeJ 3 

Jenoie Ij&e ~ 3 

Kate Lee 4 

Robert F. KMd 2 

Saoella M. Chenoweth ~ 3 

Mary Weymouth 8 

Arnold Wilmoutb 1 

T. E. Hod^eff 1 

N. 8. Straden 1 

D. B. Curtis 1 

John W. Zelen 4 

Sylvester Wilmoutb ^ 1 

Asa Harmon ^ 3 

F. P. Madden :. - 2 

James Madden ~ 1 

E. H. Compton 3 

James 8. Poling 3 

Florence M. Butcher 1 

Jane Wilson 2 

C. 8. Dunnington 3 

L. D. Wilraouth „ 1 

A. F. Wilmouth 1 



L.H. SchoonoreD ^ S 

J. E. VonzUden ^ ~ 4 

James W. Lambert 3 

T. C. Curtis 3 

Wm. L. Kee ~ 1 

Zebe D. Harris^ 7i 

B. F. Phillips 6 

Joseph C. Hedrick ~ 4 

James A. Vaugban 2 

Wm. H. Bosely S 

S. B. Ward 2 

Maud Chenoweth 3 

Blanche Cbenowetb. .. 4 — ... .. 2 

MoUie A. Hill 3 

John R. Hill 8 

Maud H. Hamilton 3 

John A. Gibson 4 

John L. Bosworth 5 

Blaine W, Taylor ~ S 

Bascom Warner 4 

Margaret E. Smith 1 

A. Blaine Ward 2 

M. L. Chenoweth 2 

C. H. Rice ~ 3 



KITCHIE COUNTY— P. W. Morris, Supt 

The interest in the public schools has increased considerably since 
last year. The free school system is winning its way into the affec- 
tions of the people. Still there is some prejudice against, and much 
carelessness about, this great benefit to the people. Many parents 
neglect their opportunities, and keep their children from school for 
trivial excuses ; and the free school work, comparatively speaking, 
being in its infancy in this State, all things in connection with it da 
not move as smoothly as they should. Yet the public school is ac- 
complishing its purpose, increasing its influence, and its success is 
assured. At the last two elections the vote cast in favor of the levy, 
not only in Eitchio county but in the State, shows the sentiments of 
the masses upon the subject. 

Ritchie county, last year, had eighty two schools, employing eighty- 
eight teachers. Twenty-six hundred and sixty-three children were 
enrolled. The total amount paid to teachers for salaries was $11,- 
411.52. The average cost per pupil was, as is evident, reasonable. 

The average salary paid teachers per month was about thirty -tbree 
dollars. This county has many excellent teachers, who have been, 
and are, doing an earnest, conscientious work. One evidence of the 
benefits of the public school system is the fact that nearly all the 
teachers employed are citizens of West Virginia. This could not be 
said ten, nay not five years, ago. 
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Two school houses have been constructed during the past year. It 
was the intention that they should be comfortable and attractive. At 
any rate they have large black-boards and wide aisles. 

Our officers are becoming interested in their work. Four hundred 
and thirty-four visits were made by them last ^vinter. This is a 
highly creditable showing. There could be no better augury of the 
enduring success of our schools, than the interest taken in them by 
our best citizens, and the willingness of many good men to bestow 
their labor gratis, upon them. 

Col. J. K, McKinney and Mr. Wm. H. Douglass, as members 
of the board of examiners of this county, have done an effi- 
cient work. Both are- ardent friends of free education, and no better 
qualified men could be found for the positions which they have 
filled. 

It is not necessary to make many suggestions in regard to changes 
in the school law. Perhaps it needs rest more than it needs any- 
thing else. Yet a few wise changes might be made. The special 
election authorized by the law ought to be abolished. The school 
officers can be elected at the general election in October, every alter- 
nate year. The county superi'ntendent, by virtue of what he sees 
when he visits the schools of the different teachers, should be given 
power to affect, to a reasonable extent, the grades of certificates given 
after such visits. The length of time for which a certificate is grant- 
ed, should be in proportion to its grade. The school months should 
consist of twenty days. No number five certificates should be 
granted. 

In conclusion, may the public schools continue to increase in pros- 
perity, and may the time soon come when every child, of a suitable 
age may be found in them ! May the period soon arrive when all 
shall be the friends of the system of free education, and its work- 
ing for the Slate of West Virginia be one of uninterrupted pros- 
perity. 
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F&EE SCHOOLS. 



TEACHEBS AND OBADES OF THEIB CERTIFICATES. 



Mifls Mary Anderson 2 

Miss Mafi^e Anderson 1 

Miss Pheora Spragae 8 

Miss A. J. ReeUs „ ^ - 2 

Miss Mary R. 6. Weminger ^ 1 

Miss Delia R. Sprague ; 1 

MissF. E. Millard I 

MlssM. M. Amos ^ ^ 8 

Miss Annie E. Bishop 5 

Miss Addle Sinniger ~ 4 

MissS. A. Lowther 3 

Miss Kato Peirpoint ~ 4 

Miss Ella Peirpoint 4 

Miss 8. E. Corbin 3 

Miss Alice Reed 3 

Miss Httttie C. Sinnett ^ S 

Miss Zora Cannon 2 

Miss Gussie S. Dye ^ 8 

Miss Violet McKelvey 4 

Miss E. F. Randolph 4 

Miss Mannie Patterson 2 

Miss Theora Sprague 2 

Mi»»Mary 8. Kercheval 2 

Miss Ella 8. Hall 3 

Miss Ella Peirpoint 4 

Miss Jennie Fultz 4 

Miss Lncy B. Kercheval 2 

Miss Kate Peirpoint 3 

Miss Hattie C. Sinnett 2 

Miss Sarah L, Starr 2 

MissZiza Martin 3 

Miss Laura V. Yates.'. 3 

Miss Addie Ciine 2 

Miss Lou Frederick 4 

Miss Maggie Shanley 5 

Miss Mary Gordon 1 

Miss Florence A. Ward 2 

Mrs. F. 8. Watson 2 

MissLydiaC. Road 2 

Miss EJIa Peirpoint 3 

Miss Sadie Lowther 3 

Miss Mary Armstrong 1 

Mrs. M. A. Dougherty 3 

Aaron DeLong 1 

Thomas Greenbaclc 2 

Wm. Jones 2 

J.N.Kendall 1 

J. C. Gather , 3 

C. Douglass 2 



W. A. Echols 

James Nichols. 

R. H.Martin 

William J. Lynch.. 

D. N. Meredith 

Ebenexer liiller..... 

T. W. Ireland 

Lewis Garrison 

Jacob Richey 

M. D. fiartlett 

MeigsJ. Bartlett... 

John Clark 

G. A. Corbin 

M. L. Corbin 

D. W. Cox 

D. B. Cunningham. 

J. E. Cross 

J. T. Hall 

.T. P. Scott 

W. B. Hsyden 

J. M. Hall 



Wm. Rickey 

G. H. l*ltz Randolph. 

H. S. Dotts 

Miners. Bartlett 

J. R. Conn 

T. F. Cunningham.... 

T.J. Portch 

I^ewis Garrison 

D. B. Cunningham...., 

J. C. Cather 

G. H. Fitz Randolph. 

William Jones 

J. P. Knight 

C. Letoriere 

T. T. McDougal 

Daniel F. Haymond... 

James Martin 

J. M. Hall 

T. W. Ireland 

Albert Thi-ash 

A. W. Frater 

J. V. Dotts ; 

J. R. Conn 

John W. Deem 

Col. J. C. Lininger.... 

W. P. Dublin 

James M. Roberts 



1 
1 
2 
4 
2 
2 
2 
5 
2 
8 
4 
2 
8 
3 
2 
4 
2 
5 
8 
2 
4 
8 
5 
2 
5 
8 
2 
8 
4 
8 
2 
4 
2 
2 
2 
8 
2 
8 
8 
2 
8 
8 
8 
2 
8 
1 
8 
2 



EOANE COUNTY— B. Ayres, Sup't 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Miss Rebecca Brown 3 

Miss Far.nj Bates 2 

Miss Mary B. Stone 2 

Miss Louisa Stutter 2 

Miss Alice McMiUen 2 

Miss Mary L. Butcher 3 

Miss Clara Wolfe ; 2 

Miss I^uisa M. Stump f. 2 

Miss Florence Armstrong 2 

Miss Virginia Flesher 4 

Miss Elizabeth Bates 3 

Miss L. S. Springstone 2 

MissT. J.Kelly 4 

MissS. R. Kefler 4 

Miss Virginia Riddle 3 

Miss Mary Leach 8 

Miss Clara Canada » 2 

Miss £. B. Broadus 2 

Miss A. C. Riley 8 

L. D. Starkey 2 

L. H. Burke 2 

McD. Hashberger 2 

Wui. Lewellea 2 

J. H. Bavs 2 

Wm. B. Hobbs 2 

J. A. Vandal 2 

A. B. Thome 2 

J. C. Cleavenger 8 

C. Howel 2 

J. D. Cottle 2 

<:;. C. Cleavenger 2 

P. C. Vineyard 2 

Samuel Farrier 1 

John L. Arnold 2 

r. E. Riley 2 

J. N. Board 2 

J. C. Bartlet 4 

M. Hammock 3 



M. F. Armstrong 2 

B. S. Young „ 3 

Lewis Young 1 

J. W. Lowman 3 

8. B. Carpenter 3 

J. G. Fugate 8 

M. F. Simmons 3 

M. D. Shofer 3 

J. C. Whited 3 

W. W. Hammock 3 

H. C. Osborne 2 

J. W. Ball 3 

C. Bettis „ ...3 

C. Summw 2 

M. F. Osborne « 3 

Balliord Goad 3 

J. H. Hunt 3 

J. E. Hunt 3 

J. C. Lowe 2 

Thomas Chopman 8 

Franklin Burdett 4 

Wm. P. Riley 3 

W. R. Shofer 3 

J. W. Hylbert 3 

Beniah Depue 2 

A. L. Curtis 3 

L. N. Whaley 1 

Isaac Ross 2 

J. M. Mitchell 3 

W. L. D. McKamy 2 

H. B. Hughs 3 

J. E. L. Conly 3 

M. A. C. Hopkins 4 

J. N. Roby 

Isaac McKown 2 

A. H. Young 4 

Harry Cofer 1 



SUMMEKS COUNTY— C. S. Ellison, Sup't 



Much lime consumed to have the proper settlements effected be- 
tween the boards and sheriff, in corresponding with secretaries and 
revising reports, make it proper in the transmission of my annual 
report for the year ending August, 1875, to write briefly. 

Though my report is not altogether correct, yet it is much more 
80 than that of '74. 

One of the most encouraging characteristics of this report is, that 
our county was much better supplied with teachers than the previous 
year — all the schools having been taught, except two or three — the 
vacancies being in Pipestem District; and the cause, a want of 
hoUi^es. 

Another feature of improvement is, a notable increase in daily at- 
tendance, the permanent success of which w^ill probably only be at- 
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tained by establishing in the minds of our people, the inestimable- 
worth of education, and the obvious and undeniable fact, that it can- 
not be attained with a significant sacrifice of both time and means. 
A deficiency will bo observed in the time that the schools should Imve 
been kept in operation — the local cause of which was indebtedness, 
and the general cause, the difficulty in procuring teachers at the 
proper time. 

It will be observed that the total receipts for teachers* fund is 
$6,362.G4, and that the aggregate in the apportionments to both whiter 
and colored, is only $6,228.59. 

This discrepancy arises by a mistake in the distribution of funds 
between whites and colored, in Greenbrier District, in which more 
funds were paid colored teachers than their just proportion. There- 
fore, it does not appear at all in the given apportionments. With re- 
gard to teachers, we do not claim the proficiency of some of our more 
populous sister counties, yet the improvement since the inauguration 
of the present system of examination is quite perceptible, and upon 
the whole, are as good as could be expected at this state of the public 
school system ; and ot men who labor upon the farm eight months 
out of the year, and whose average salary is shown in the accompany- 
ing report to be less than $30.00 per month. While two of our dis- 
tricts pay liberally, (Greenbrier and Forest Hill,) yet, the other three 
do not. Therefore, our average figure is unquestionably too low tO' 
keep pace with the upward tendency of things, to procure good 
teachers, and to secure that which is of no less importance than the 
larder or granery itself. The people, however, of Green Sulphur 
District, to some extent, supply this deficiency by their self-sacrific- 
ing disposition toward the teachers. It is due the Districts of Jump- 
ing Branch and Pipestem ; to remark that they have awoke from 
their letharg}', with a determination of living according to the day,. 
and maintain their literary and progressive relations — ^the evidence of 
which is in a handsome building levy for the present school year^ 
With regard to subordinate school officers, while we do not mean to 
speak undeservingly commendable, nor too disparagingly, yet suffice 
to say that they will compare favorably, and perform their duties a& 
efficiently as could be expected of men whose only remuneration i& 
common good. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



G. H. Baber 2 

H. B. Martin 3 

I. D. Martin 3 

<;. H. Graham 2 

W. A. Lowe 4 

O. W. Lowe 3 

H. B. Houchins * 4 

A. E. Cotton 1 

J. C. Ball 2 

Rob't P. Silley 2 

W. H. Silley 2 

Miss Lucinda Bali 3 

B. A. Aldcrson 4 

Wm. Houchins, ir 1 

O. W. Ballinger 3 

Wm. Commack 4 

Manser Harvey 2 

L. E. Campbell 3 

W. R. Thompsor 1 

-J. P. Lilley 3 

A. J. Foster 3 

W. S. Hutchinson 3 

J. N. Parker 2 

C. M. Dunsmore 4 

G. C. Hughes 1 

A. P. Farley 2 

J. N. Campbell 3 



J. W. Alderson 3 

T. S. Webb 1 

J. S. MiUer 1 

Miss Ella Ald^son 4 

J. W. Harvey 4 

Nancy Jones, (colored.^ 3 

W. R. 3. Williams, (colored.) 5 

Miss E. B. French 1 

M. B. Bowers 3 

MissMollieB. Miller 2 

N. B. Akers 5 

Isaac Hetrick 2 

Isaac Millhuin „ 5 

M. S. Hurley 3 

J. B. Garvey 3 

J. G. Burdett 4 

A. A. Allen 1 

J. H. Harvey 3 

M. F. Ballard 3 

A. M. Hutchinson 2 

E. 8. Dunn 2 

G. W. Leftwich 3 

T. J. Cotton 5 

T. C. James, (colored.) 2 

Miss Sianua Roles 5 

Miss Clara Millburn 3 

Thos. D. Burdett 1 



TAYLOE COUNTY— Perry Gawthrop, Supt 



The schools, on an average, were continued ^ve and one-fourth 
months, with results equall}'' if not more cheering than any previous 
year.; Sixty teachers were employed at an aggregate salary of ten 
thousand five hundred and sixty-two dollars and thirty-one cents, of 
which two hundred and seventy-four dollars and seventy-five cents 
were paid to teachers of colored schools. Out of building fund there 
were four thousand eight hundred and thirty dollars and thirty-one 
•cents expended for the Various purposes; making a totaj expenditure 
•of fifteen thousand three hundred and ninety two dollars and sixty- 
two cents for school and building purposes. 

The several school districts have all laid the levies sufficiently large 
to continue the schools the required number of months the succeed- 
ing year. 

If there are any changes essential in the school law it is that of 
•changing the time and manner of holding the election for school offi- 
ijers to that of the general election. 
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FBEE SCHOOLS. 



TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. * 



Thomas A. Naznm 

ML8S Mary Warder 

MiM L. M. Lee 

Miss Lulu M. Hoff...., 


« 

A 1 

1 

1 


O. W. Elder 

G. L. Herdzog 

W. C. Carrey 

T. W. Rightmire 

W. T. Walter^ 

Miss Laura Barnett ; 

C. H. Rector 

J. W. Masco 

James ik>chraB 

M. J. Lawler 

C. C. Ford 

T. G. Martin 


„ 2 

1 

1 

1 


Miss L. A. Davidson 

MissC. E. Bainbridge 

Miss A. A. NewloD 

MiHS May Uiise 

Miss A. V. Hall 

MiflsL. R. Yates 


2 

f. 2 

1 

2 

2 

2 


2 

S 

2 

1 

2 

8 


Miss Felicia La Fallett. 

J. W. Newlon 


3 

1 

2 

2 

2 


1 

2 


J. G. Coplin 

A. 0. Martio 

J. C. Cather 


8. C. Nixon 

J. W. Hunt 

Perry MLarteney 


2 

2 

1 


R. F. Rightmire 

A. Rightmire 

B. F. Burdett 

8. Stiles, Jr 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Bruce McDonald 

Solomon Poe 

C. P. Yates ., 

Miss Carrie Snow 


2 

2 

2 


MiRS Sue O'Brien 


Samuel Kindred 

T. V. Ccleman 


8 


J. G. Payne 


2 


2 


W. W. Payne : 

0. 8. McAiimey , 

Miss E. Coleman 

J. F. Ross 

J. W. Shirk 

Miss Miranda Cather 


2 

.: 1 

2 

1 

1 

3 


Prof. A. T. Cralle ^ 


1 


J P. Murphy 

Miss Malissa Gapen 

Franklin Mason 

Charles L. Smith 

J. F. Newlon 

J. B. Bailey 


2 

8 

«. 2 

3 

1 


Mrs. M. J. Grove 


2 

3 


1 


ML*:s Kate Mason 


Miss Sella Lyne 

Mrs. V. Wils'm 

Ross E. Ried 

Miss T. Rogers 

Miss Ida M. Sinclair 


2 


Miss A. A. Coplin 

Miss E. D. Ham 

Miss Jessie B. Grove 

J. 8. Leonard 


1 

1 

;. 2 

2 


1 

8 

8 

••••••••••••••• •••••• o 



TUCKER COUNTY— P. Lepscomb, Sup't. 

Education is progressing rapidly in this county ; doing away with 
indictments, drunkenness and crime, for sure it is that when the mind 
is trained morally as well as mentally, it never fails to have a good 
effect. During the past year there have been only five indictmentg 
found for misdemeanor, and none for higher crimes. Drunkenness 
is almost unknown in Tucker. We may attribute the greatest part 
of our success to the rapid advancement of education ; yet our people 
are naturally moral and orderly. There is still no opposition to the 
school system in our county, and I close the last duty of my office 
with the hope that under the contr9l of our new Superintendent our 
progress will be as rapid. in the future as it has been in the past, 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



W. B. Maxwell 1 

Sil <s W. Swisher 1 

Sarah Maxwell 1 

Angelica Maxwell 2 

P. N. Gribble 2 

J. P. Call 1 

L. D. Anvil 1 

L. D. Schoonover 8 

Fanny Mason 3 

Hattie Carico ^ 3 

Luther Capper 2 

J. R. Philips 1 



E. R. Janes 8 

Mary Specart 2 

G. W. Shirk 8 

L. E. Golt 8 

John W. Cumpton 8 

Elizabeth Watkius „ 4 

A. B. Parsons *£, 

C. M Conway 2 

Thomas Wilmoth 2 

Soloman White 5 

Nat Lambert. 2 

Aramanda GofT. 5 
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TYLBB COUNTY— T. N. Paeks, Sup't. 

Oar schools were all in session four months in each district, except 
Union. In it there was no levy collected. 

Section 44 of school law provides that " immediately upon the re- 
ceipt of the certificate mentioned in the preceding section (43,) and 
of the notice from the County Superintendent, as hereinafter pro- 
vided, showing the amount of the general school fund to which such 
district or independent school district is entitled, it shall be the duty 
of the Board of Education of such districts to determine the rates of 
taxation necessary for the pay of teachers, and for building fund," 
The Board of Education in Union district waited for said notice 
from the County Superintendent until it was too late to have this 
amount of the district levy extended to the Sheriffs books for collec- 
tion. Having reported the amount of State fund due the district as 
soon as the State Superintendent had reported the amount due the 
county, to him, the County Superintendent decided that the district 
was entitled to its proportionate share of the State fund, which, with 
a small surplus, gave money enough to continue the schools in each 
sub-district from two to four months. 

There are in the county fifty- nine sub-districts, in which sixty-two 
teachers are employed. We have a good school house in each sub- 
district, with the exception of two that have lately been formed. 

The number of home teachers has increased very much of late. 
We employ more teachers now who are residents of the county than 
ever before. And while the teachers are increasing in numbers, there 
is also a marked advancement in literary attainments. Several teach- 
ers have sought higher attainments in the normal schools, the State 
University, and some of the schools of Ohio. 

Though we labored during the past year under many financial em- 
barrassments, yet the people contributed to the support of the schools 
with a liberality that shows a marked appreciation of the advantages 
afforded by the free schools. 

While there are many chances for improvement, yet we feel free to 
say that the schools of this county compare favorably w^th the free 
schools of the State. 
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FREE SCHOOLS. 



TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



D. A. McGinnis 2 

Obed A. Thomas 3 

William Jones 2 

Joseph Ankrom 3 

Inzhran Fordyce 3 

(aleb Riggs 4 

C. B. Owens. 3Krheodore Covolt 



W. H. Barber 

Martha J. Smith. 

George Wade 

Joseph Maxwell.. 

Robert Smith 

J. H. Taylor. 



G. Doak. 



G. A. Ripgs 3 

M. K. Duty 5 Jameb Eddy 

W. A. Smith 3iW. F. McInUre , 

Nathan Bayne 3'J. N. Swallow 

W. J. Lynch 5,Mollie Lemmon 

Miss Kate Tracy 3'MoJlie Thompson.., 

Miss Mary Stewart .T ^ 5JMattie C. Hawkins. 

J. N. McNight 1 1 Jennie Fergoson.... 

Mifs A. A. Twyman 5;H. L. Morrw 

A. .«. Smith 2 J. T.Swewort. 

Anna G. Smith 2 

Christianna Bowser 3 

Cleora Bowser ." 3 

J. N. Mclntire 4 

Lydia V. Joseph 2 

G. W. Givens 2 

J. K. Grimes 2 

Wesley Davis 2 

L. Davis 2 

J. W. Britton 2 

J. C. Warner 1 

A. N. Fordyce 2 

Henry Vasner 6 

D. C. Smith 2 

C. G. Slemaker 1 

P. B. Lowrv 1 

W^ R. Smith 3 

Joseph Williams 2 

Alex. Porter 3 

William Morris 2 

Jacob Porter 3 



H. C. KeUer 

M. Dopier 

Annie E. Martin. 

Wilson Keller 

W. A.Smith 

L. A. Lowther.... 

Mattie Dodds 

-tennie Elrod 

Sue A. (Jreenlee.. 

W. R. Suiith 

D. F. Hissom 

G. D. Smith 

.r. S. Boreman 

H. T. Givens 

W. W. Patton 

Thena V. Nesbit. 

J. T. Adams 

A. D. Adams 

L. C. Haddox 

W. H. Stout 

M. T. Davis 



1 
3 
2 
8 
5 
4 
3 
5 
4 
4 
8 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
3 
2 
3 
5 
2 
8 
2 
3 
3 
2 
3 
3 
8 
8 
2 
2 



UPSHUE COUNTY— Geo. K. Latham, Sap't. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



J. Loomis Gould , 1 

L. P. Brooks 2 

J. M. Brake 2 

Addie E. Clark ; 3 

Mary E. Gould 2 

Ada M. Burr 1 

J. R. Mathers 1 

S. D. Gould 4 

Maggie V. Hiakle 2 

Cora Balsley 1 

H. K. Singer 3 

R. F. Kidd 1 

Rhoda E. Gould 1 

G. D. Wcslfall 2 

TinJe Bartlett ^ 4 

Wm. Lister 2 

Virginia Maher 5 



Hamilton Crites 2 

M. B. Loudiu 4 

J. W. Kidd 3 

A. C. Linger 5 

D. N. Armstrong 4 

MyraE. Gould 4 

M. E. Lawson 5 

A. J. Marple 8 

Lizzie Bartlet 4 

W. S. Strader 2 

H. K. Singer 8 

Jemima E. Huffman ..-S 

Hattie Bunten 1 

Elhi Townsind 1 

John P. Tansey 2 

MoUie Smith 4 

Thos. E. Hodges 2 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES— Continued. 



J. S. Fultz 3 

R. A. Darnall 3 

D. W. Rolph 2 

J. L. Liggit 5 

Celia Morgan 2 

G. W. Beer 2 

Nebraska Ours 2 

L. W. Loudin 8 

Emma Perry 2 

B. Jennie Summers 2 

W. E. Talbot 4 

J. S. Reger 1 

J. A. Hesa 2 

J. R. Grove : 5 

Rosie M. Sexton 4 

Theo. E. Hodges 2 

O. A. Mosby 4 

H. B. Morgan 4 

E. A. Haraoer 8 

B. F. P. Ours 3 

J. D. Adkison ^... 3 

V. F. Taylor 3 

Lydia Morgan 1 



John D.Summers 2 

M. Jennie Totten 4 

Mrs. A. S. Booth 3 

F. P. Sexton 2 

Bell Moore 5 

L. E. McAvoy 3 

M. V. Aldaker 4 

M. Jennie Toften .*. 3 

George R. Satham 1 

Cordelia Carter .• 5 

J. A. Teter 4 

Addle E. Clark 2 

Q. L. Young • 1 

S. B. Moore 2 

J. L.Talbot 1 

W. D. Talbot 2 

A. V. Hall 5 

M. V. Oldaker 3 

Martha Teter 5 

L. E. Young 1 

Albert Casto 3 

Lydia K. Gould 8 

Minerva Hyre 5 



A. D. Clark 51M. W. Morrison 3 

C. S. MeWhorter 2 M. C. Brake 4 

Albert Casto 4iM. B. Loudin 3 

W. B. Lynch 2|C. A. Dunnington 4 

Jennie Dean 3i 



WAYNE COUNTY— J. H. NAPIER, Sup% 

Although our success during the past year has not been specially 
marked, yet wo are happy to note some progress, even where our 
schools were least successful. Our people entertain no thought of 
abandoning the system, but arc resolved to make it more effective in 
the future. 

I feel like expressing my congratulation on the successful working 
of the system, in the hope that the time is rapidly approaching when 
all intelligent, thoughtful parents will send their children to school, 
with the definite instruction that their conduct in school, their atten- 
tion to study, and their general deportment must be right, not merely 
because the teacher requests it, but because they (the parents) insist 
upon it, and that they will see that their instructions will be strictly 
carried out. When that period arrives, what models our schools will 
be ; may the time be hastened. 

In order to secure good members for the Boards of Education I 
think the Legislature would do well to allow them a reasonable com- 
pensation for their services. 

16 
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FREE SCHOOI.S. 



TEACHBBS AND GRADES OF THEIR CESTIFICATESi 



M. y. Chapman 1 

C. W. Farra 4 

James F. Keyaer „ 1 

R. G. Latiiflon 3 

Thomas Mainard 2 

A. B. Ferguson 4 



A. P. Cook 

H. H. Deao 

D. W. Bolan 

Wm. B. Garrett. 

H. C.Moore 

Erftstns Morris.., 



Sanford Smith 8 T.J. HoUey.. 

Belle Bease 1 Rebecca White. 

C. E. HoUey 1 

N. K. Hanley 1 

H.-F. Bailey 3 

Hugh Willis 3 

Shelby Cyrus 3 

P. M. Keyser 2 

R. L. Johnson 8 

Jessie Miller 2 

J. B. Shepard 3 

Marv 8. Miller 2 

G. Vv. Harrison 5 

J. E. M. Bing 1 

Wm. H. Harrison 2 

J. B. Ferguson. i 1 

G. H. Throope 1 

EffiOiSayer 4 

Mary Miller 2 

Wm. Burke 6 

T. B. Stratton 8 

T. B. McLure 1 

Nancy Hlnsley 3 

Wm. H. Copley 2 

Robert Cobourn 2 

M. Rife 1 

Mary P. Lewis 2 

America Mansfield 2 

Wm. A Dean : 3 

G. A. Chapman 2 

Wra. V. Dickerson 3 

Joseph McLure 5 



A. W. Burnett 

iiary L. Shannon 

Annie Poore 

G. B. Austin 

William C. Bramlett.... 

William Meade , 

J. W. UarriBon 

N. Kite , 

C. E. Coxen , 

Rose Alexandtt 

Jennie Bell 

Eiiiuia Wellman 

John S. Marcrum 

Morgan Baker 

W. H. Rife 

8. A. Rife 

R. C. Chatterson 

M. D. JarreJ a. 

Henry Smith 

F. Counts 

James Hobbs 

John L. Kirk 

Maggie McKinzie 

Hendei'son Davis 

John H. Williams 

Sanford Smith 

Leander Dick 

W. H Eplin 

D. C. Sullivan^ 



... 5 

... 3 
...8 
...2 

... 2 

,.. 4 

,.. 4 

... S 

... 2 

,.. 2 

.- 1 

,.. 2 

... S 

... 4 

... S 

.. 4 

... 3 

.. 2 

... 2 

... S 

,.. 2 

... 2 

,.. 4 

... 4 

... 8 
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... 1 

... 6 

... 4 

... 8 

... 8 

... 1 

... 2 

... 2 

.. 2 

... 8 
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WEBSTEK COUNTY— Chas. W. Beneddm, Supt 

Our schools, though laboring under many disadvantages, are in 
better condition than they were during the preceding years. The 
teachers were of a better class, and less opposition to our school 
system. More schools were taught than in any prior year, but owing 
to sickness in some of the schools, they do not average the legal 
term. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



J. A. Howell 

Walter Stanard 1 

A. Horan 1 

J. C. Sailsbury 1 

A. J. Sailsbury 1 

J. C. H.Coger 4 

L. V. Brake 1 

Joseph Woods 2 

G. W. Morton 1 

W. P. Morton 2 

C. CHamrick 8 

P. D. Horan 1 



4|WalIace Hoslister„ ., 2 

Ida M. Garee 2 

J. \. J. Miller 8 

C. M. Conrad 8 

H M. Dodrill 8 

Thomas Myers 8 

N. W. Clifton 2 

Z. R. Howell 8 

H. G. J. Burns „ 8 

E. O. Ferrell : 2 

Randolph Wise 2 
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WETZEL COUNTY— Wm. A. Newman, 8uft 

Tou will see there has been 810,036.63 expended of the teachers' 
fund, and $6,301.53 of the building fund. 

I am glad to say that the citizeos of this county take a deep inter- 
est in education ; that our teachers, with the exception of three or 
four, were earnest workers, and the childrenunder their control were^ 
studious and attentive. The progress of education has been satisfac- 
tory to all, and I hope that free education will be appreciated by all,, 
and that no impediment will be put to its onward progress. We 
must educate the youths of the present generation if we wish to per- 
petuate and hand down unsullied to future generations the inher- 
itance of a virtuous and free people. 



TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



James H. Watson 1 

H. J. Watson 1 

L. O. Brock 1 

Mary Sexmith 1 

Nettie M. McEldowney 1 

O. y. Garrett 3 

Mary Bourrous 1 

J. E. Hart „ 1 

W. R. Hamon „ 1 

S. B. Hall : 1 

J. H. Richerson 1 

Garah Farmer 2 

H.N. Wade 8 

Elihu Taylor 4 

Sue Hall 1 

F. Williams 1 

W. C. Brown 1 

James McKee 1 

James Mclntire 1 

W. O. Dolan 4 

J. F. Dunlap 1 

F. D. Young 1 

S. Resse^er 1 

P. Meeker 1 

W. W. Bowser 1 

J. B. Rabinson 2 

T. Coen 3 

Mary Semon 2 

H. J. Ridinger 2 

A. J. George * 3 

J. B. Owens 2 

J. W. Ferrell 1 

Maggie Meighen 2 

William White 1 

D. W. Barger 2 

M. Lalley 1 

J. H. Miller 2 

J. O. Morris 8 

L. A. Benedum 1 

Jemima Robinson 2 

Mary l^avelle 1 

E. Glover 1 

John Layelle 1 



John Lowe 1 

Nancy Swisher 2. 

R. G. Higganbotham 2 

Marion Moore 1 

Edward Delany 2 

P. H. Glover 1 

T. B. Glover 1 

.r. S. Toothraan 2 

Oliver Calvert 1 

G. K. Franks 1 

F. M. Fowler 1 

Jesse Morrip 8 

Levi R. Hoge 1 

. H. Woodruff. 1 

W. V. Altha 2 

P. M. Knotts 1 

J. 0. Morris 2 

W. P. Furnel 2 

Alex. iS. Brownfield 2 

A. A. Jackson 2 

David N. Mclntire 2 

John Taylor 2 

Elihu Taylor 3 

Andrew Clark 1 

J. N. Crawford 2 

G. W. McClelland 1 

D. A. Pruett 1 

Ervin Burge ~ 2 

Julia Hurley 2 

Mary Hurley 1 

Zillah Ice 1 

James Monroe 1 

William P. Morris 2 

Jacob Moore 2 

C. H. Icf 2 

M. G. Maple 1 

J. M. Ashcraft 2 

David Tuskin 4 

A. G. Shriver 1 

J. F, Wayman 1 

• ennie Parsons 1 

I. H. Brock 1 

Mary Weston 2 
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WIKT COUNTY— D. C. Casto, Sup't. 

It is a great mistake that the law does not require superintendents 
who are retiring from the office, to make the report, instead of the 
newly elected ones. 

The new superintendents experience many difficulties which old 
ones, acquainted with the office, would not. 

I have taken great pains to make my report complete, yet I am 
conscious that it is defective in many particulars It would be next * 
to impossible' to make my report complete and correct in every par- 
ticular from the reports furnished me by the secretaries. 

Some of the districts have never, up to this year, had a settlement 
with the sheriff, and consequently their finances wore in a confused 
condition. I have secured a settlement between the sheriff and all 
the boards, and this report will show that there is some money in the 
teachers' fund of all the districts in the county with which to com- 
mence the next school year. The building fund is in debt in some of 
the districts. This comes from the fact that within the last few years 
we have had a great many school houses to build. The indebtedness 
is not great ; we hope within the next year or two, that this will be 
entirely liquidated. 

Four school houses have been built in the last year, three more are 
being built which will be completed in time for a winter school. 

All our houses are comfortable and commodious, the greatest de- 
ficiency being in apparatus. They are nearly all destitute in this re- 
spect. 

The sub-diiBtricts in the county were all supplied with a school 
ranging from two to six months. 

The Burning Springs' High School was in successful operation, 
with three teachers, for six months during the year. The Elizabeth 
High School for ^ve months. Both these schools open this year with 
flattering prospects. These schools are doing good work for the 
schools throughout the county. By their aid, the county will soon 
be supplied with resident teachers. 

One of the greatest difficulties we have to contend with, is the in- 
experience of our teachers. While many of them possess the requis- 
ite qualifications, all of them lack experience. There has been, a 
manifest improvement in the teachers within the last year. With the 
proper inducements, we would, in a short time, have a class of teach- 
ers who would reflect honor on the profession. There is a feeling 
among the school officers of this county which is now retarding the 
progress of school work here, and it not removed will ultimately 
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work«great injury to the schools of the county. This is a feeling that 
tea'jhers should teach for about the same that manual laborers get. It 
will drive the best teachers from the profession, and Beep a class of 
young inexperienced teachers in the work. We believe that wages 
should no longer be regulated by the board of education, but should 
be left to the trustees. 

I am gratified that there has been improvement in the schools of the 
county, and that the people are becoming more and more interested 
in the cause of couamon schools. The results of the recent election 
in an unanimous voice in favor of levy in almost all the districts, 
shows that if ever there was any prejudice in the minds of our peo- 
ple against free schools ; it is now removed. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Mrs. L. J. Richmond : 1 

D. C. Casto 1 

v. B. Archer 1 

A. B. Thorn 3 

C. W. Lynch 1 

David Madiu 1 

A. A. Vandall 2 

(Jr. W. Morris „ 1 

Louisa Stutler 8 

MaryT. Thorn 3 

D. A. Roberts 1 

J. F. Wetzel 3 

C. E. Vandevend 2 

D. A. Quick 1 

J. F. Quick 2 

J. R. Pell 1 

J. W. Pell 2 

A. D. Gates 3 

Isaac Selby 1 

J. W. Hilbert 4 

Clara Starkey 2 

Oscar Wells 1 

Benton Clark 3 

H. B. Mason 3 

C. A. Meyer 2 

J. F. Wetzel 1 



A. G. Stunger 1 

W. \V. Page 2: 

Emma Hull 2 

H. B. Mason 2. 

L. J. Foreman 2 

Benton Clark 2 

B. F. Hale 1 

H. H. Miller 2 

W.N. Patmon 1 

C. W. Clayton 3 

L. J. Foreman 1 

T. E. Graham 1 

W. H. Sharpnack 2 

\V. M. Cox 8 

R. G. Hall 1 

J. N. B<^)ice 4 

W. H. Sharpnack 1 

W. M. Cox 1 

B. B. Evens 5 

A. C. HatJey 1 

Malissa -Selby 1 

A. B. Davis t 

A. J. Bartlett 2 

Dora Rogers 1 

Emma Selby 2 



WOOD COUNTY— Samuel T. Stapleton, Sup't. 



- Since my last report I have seen more of the schools of the county, 
and, while I am not enabled to make so full a report at this time as I 
had hoped to do, yet I think you will find this one more full than my 
last. You will see, however that I am only able to approximate the 
ages ; this is owing to the fact that the ages were not all reported to 
me. and it seems quite difficult, indeed, to secure a complete report^ 
as many of the officers, whose duty it is to make reports, seem quite 
careless as to this matter, while they are fully alive to the import- 
ance of the education of the youth in their respective districts. 
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There has been a decided improvement in the condition of our 
schools during the past year. Every school in the county was in 
operation, and, with but few exceptions, good satisfaction has been 
the result. Most of the teachers have given such good evidences of 
-fidelity that their services are sought for, in the same localities, for 
the coming year. 

It has been the purpose of the Board of Examiners of this county 
to give certificates only to the worthy, yet, as you are aware, it is 
next to impossible to always detect the good from the bad, and how- 
<3ver that may be, I feel sure we have a good corps of teachers, and 
earnest workers in the cause in which they are engaged. 

We have endeavored to hold institutes, in accordance with the law, 
as recommended, but owing to the want of means our efforts in that 
direction have been so crip])led and retarded that we do not feel that 
we could venture to hold one this year. I feci that if we do not wo 
will be greatly the losers j for we have had such good success in the 
past, that I feel we will be going backward if we now stop what 
Bcems to me to be one of the essentials of success in educating the 
youth of our State. And I do not say this with a view to show that 
interest is not taken in this matter by the teachers of the county, but 
because they feel that it is too ^reat a tax on their meagre salaries to 
contribute all that is required to carry on this work. I will venture 
one suggestion as to the remedy. As there is no fund provided by 
law for this very important branch of education I think it would be 
well if our law-makers would provide, that the fees for examination, 
After paying the Board of Examiners, be applied to this branch of 
the work ; and, if it would be found that enough could not be real- 
ized in this way, which, in all probability would be the result. in 
many of the counties of this State, let the law be so amended as to 
give the Boards of education power to make limited appropriations 
for this purpose. . I desire, also, to direct your attention to the pres- 
ent plan of grading certificates. No credit is given to one who 
has been a successful teacher in our schools for years. Would it not 
be well for the law to be so modified as to give experienced and good 
teachers a preference over those who have not been tried, or who 
have been tried and found wanting in the matter of teaching. Teach- 
ers who have prepared themselves for the work, and who devote their 
life to it successfully, are certainly to be preferred. 

You will please pardon me for making so many suggestions in re- 
gard to the school law. And I deprecate the idea of changing too 
much, as it tends to disorganize our matters, much to the injury of 
freo schools. I will, however, venture to make one suggestion as 



REPORTS OF OOUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 



127 
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to the election of school ofScers. I tbiak it highly important that, so 
far as possible, the school elections should be so far removed from pol- 
itics, as to entirely prevent any influence of political tricksters in 
choosing officers to carry on the free schools of the State, (and it is so 
removed at the present time), yet it is desirable, in order to have the 
work done promptly, that the election either take place sooner, or 
the officers be allowed to hold over until, say, the first of January 
following, in order to have the schcols commence promptly on the' 
first Monday in September of each year, which is very desirable in 
many of the counties in the State. It is also desirable that in the 
election of the Boards of education in the various districts in the 
State that some of the old board remain in offices. As it is now, the 
board may be composed entirely of new members, who are ignorant 
of the work they are called upon to do, thus consuming time in learn- 
ing the details of the work, to the damage of the schools of the 
county and State. I would recommend that one new member be 
elected at each school election — two holding over — and thereby se- 
curing their experience for the future term. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



M. A. Fletcher 3 

A. L. DuDbar 1 

Jtlaggie A. Htapleton 2 

Xinnie Smith 2 

Elizabeth McCreary 2 

Delia R. Snrague 1 

Fannie L.Shaw.. 1 

Viola C. Shepherd 2 

CeliaE. Davis 2 

D. B. Horton 1 

John Fletcher 1 

E. P. Metzgrave 1 

Annie Crichton 1 

Carrie Hall 2 

James G. Adams 1 

James M. Hiett 2 

Wm. R. Foggin 2 

Thomas Ross 2 

E. B. Davis 1 

Wm.H. Underwood 1 

Stephen H. Morris 3 

Nannie Vinton 1 

Flora Shepherd 3 

Annie Taylor 1 

A. L. Holiister 1 

Annie R. Mcintosh 1 

Bettie R. Williams 1 

Ora D. Moss 1 

Lucy Procter 1 

Lizzie Newton 1 

Charlotte Frankhouser 2 

M. P. Prettyman 1 

L. N. Tavernner 1 

S. S. Ilazen 1 

W. W. Robinson 1 

Mary Frankhouser 2 

Mary Brown 1 

Jennie Stribling 1 

Alice Lee 3 

D. McAllister 1 

Mary J. Dyer 6 



Bessie Pennybaker 1 

L. C. Page 2 

H. J. Ross 2 

Pierce Leavett 8 

Solomon Buckley 8 

A. L. Martin 1 

David Martin 1 

C. Bibbe 2 

Martin F. Roe 8 

Sarah M. Ashby 3 

Seraph P. Wibber 3 

W. Bibbe ^ 2 

James H. Buckley 3 

S. M. Boso 2 

Jjevi Stephens 2 

J. C. Black 1 

H. C. Wigal 1 

P. F. Willis 3 

W. S. Black 2 

J. J. Lynch 1 

Jennie Devore 2 

Bettie Cook « 1 

J. H Harris 2 

GirtieLovett 2 

S. A. Minx 1 

E. S. Cox 1 

Mary E. Buckley 1 

M. 0. Dabile 2 

Jennie Call 1 

Addison Ross 2 

Sarah Dawson 2 

Hiittie Dawson 2 

W. P. Mann 2 

K.J. Boggess 3 

Alanson Martin 1 

W. N. Burk 8 

J. R. Jones 1 

Wm. McVey 3 

J. M. Reed 1 

Lizzie Armstrong 1 

Linnie Norris 2 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Susie B. Simmons 2 

Mary A. Gibbs 2 

ElvaFridlock • 1 

Em ma Hall 3 

Helen A. Spenser 1 

Hattie Leaebman 3 

Nettie Leaebman 3 

J.J. Nelson 1 

W. B. Lagrange 1 

Sopbia E. Locker 4 

E. D. Walker 2 

Mollie Ryan 1 

R. B. Mussetter 2 

F. M. Harford 1 

Mary E. Baird 2 

C. Nelson 1 

J. F. Nelson 1 

J. T. Piggott 1 

Samuel Forsbay 3 

Annie R. Hicka 2 

Henry Boll 1 

Ja. W. Havs 1 

Hattie Creel 2 

R. T. Barber 1 

L. D. Creel 2 

Wm. H. HoiTi I 

S. G. Cunningham 8 

Lou Butcher 2. 

Mollie A. Camp 3' 



Mary C. Tavornour... 

Lizzie Ti£fany 

S. J. Farrell 

R. C. Farrell 

Mary Rice 

D. Z. Allerman 

Annie Woodyard 

D. P. Wigal, Esq , 

S. T. Boggess 

Lizzie Hinckley 

Nannie Hall 

James R. Cooper 

Janne A. Tavornour 

Fannie Bradford 

G. W. MoVey 

S. P. Duval 

J. A. Sheets 

Nannie Moss 

Mary A. Vaughn 

V. B. Arnold 

Henry S. Dye , 

John B King 

J. H. Meyer 

John H. Pollock 

Lou V. Parks , 

Geo. W. Stephens 

D. A. Quick 

John F. Quick 



t 
1 
1 
2^ 

3 

1 
3- 
1 
1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

3 

2* 

1 

3 

1 

9 

1 

1 

1 
4 
2 

2- 



WYOMING COUNTY— A. Shannon, Sup't 

I thought Vhen I came into office I could make a correct report ; 
that it was the fault of the former county superintendents, but I soon 
found it was a mistake. I waited for the secretaries to make their 
reports — but few came in. I rode three days for one report, and when 
I came up with it, I could make nothing from it. There was na 
money paid over to the Treasury from teachers' iund. I aim to keep 
everything so that I can make a report next year in full. I am sorry 
my report is no better. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



James H. Stewart 2 

J. C. H. Shannon 3 

J. H. Iledrick 3 

A. Boleste 4 

Wm. R. Osborn 4 

L. J. Cooper 4 

A. Lambert 4 

Jerrv S. Poe 2 

W. 6. Smith 4 

Silas Goode 4 

James B. Cook 4 

George W. Thomason 4 

E. McDonald 3 

M. W. Pendry.. ^ 8 

Miss D. II. Cook 8 

H. Trump 4 

John A. Cook 2 

Wm. T. Savor 2 

D. Gunnoe 2 

F. P. R')ach 3 

G. D. Bailey 8 



James Coak 4 

Miss Laura Cook 4 

W. H. Hanna 1 

A. S. Stamra ^ 3 

John W. Jackson 4 

P. I^mhert 4 

A. J. Belch 4 

C. Q. Walker 8 

Perry Bailey 4 

G. W. Cook 8 

H. Little 8 

D. C. Ross 8 

I. F. Cook „ 4 

Mat Franklin 4 

J. Cook 4 

W. R. Cook k. 2 

J. W. Cline 8 

W. C. Stanner 4 

C. S. Canterberry 8 

Philip Lanbert 4 
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CITY OF MARTINSBURG— D. Speer, Swp't 

Owing to the peculiar organization of the schools of this district, 
I find that the blanks furnished me for the statistical and financial 
reports are not very well adapted. I trust, however, that I have sue 
ceeded in presenting the facts and figures in such a manner as to give 
you a correct idea of the condition of our schools. 

We have made some educational progress during the year. The 
two new buildings to which reference was made in my last report, 
were completed in December, and immediately filled with pupils, 
transferred from rented rooms, and the over-crowded rooms from the 
central school building. The increase of scholars after the completion 
of the new buildings necessitated the employment of two additional 
teachers. 

The total number of pupils enrolled, the average monthly enroll- 
ment, the average daily attendance, and the per cent, of attendance, 
show a decided gain over last year. 

The examinations of all the classes for promotion in the primary 
schools were conducted by the superintendent and principal, and were 
in the main, quite satisfactory, and evidenced the fact, that special 
progress had been made in spelling and writing. A few years ago 
these branches were the most unsatisfactory, now they are receiving 
to some degree, that attention their importance demands. Our gram- 
mar school has accomplished good work. The progress in study, and 
the general improvement during the year is worthy of notice. 

A steady and gratifying improvement is also noticeable, in general, 
in the government of the schools. 

In conclusion I may say that the attendance during the year has 
been greater than ever before. The teachers* have labored with com- 
mendable zeal and success. The board of education has done all in 
its power, (except visiting the schools and providing necessary appa- 
ratus.) to render the schools prosperous, and the year has closed with 
marked improvement in nearly every department. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



A. Tegethofif. 1 

F. J. Haydon 1 

D. S. Noble 1 

J. M. Duffenderfer 1 

W. S. Grouse 1 

A. R LoDg 2 

Charles T. Kenney 1 

Wm.Gehardt 1 

M. E. Fiery 2 

Ellie V. Emmert 1 

Emma C. Embick 1 

17 



Annie O'Neal 2 

Annie E. Hill 

Jennie Albertis , 

Kate Ahern 

M. L. Cutting , 

Alice V. Willson 

A. J. Riddle 

Anna V. Colston 

Anna M. Madera 

L. G. Winn 

H. E. Keys, (colored) 2 
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WHEELING CITY— John C. Hervey, Sup't. 



o ^^;^ritiTTEisr i^efoi^t. 



Teachers Employed in the Public Schools of Wheeling ; the Grades 
of their Certificates, and their Position in the Schools. 

Year Ending June 30<A, 1875. 



NAMES. 



FIRST WARD. 



Z. G. Bundy 

A. W. Bundy 

Hannah A. Phillips. 

Agnes McCliire 

Alice V. Oxtoby 

Matilda McDonald... 

Sallie Robinson 

Annie Johnston 

Mary Connelly 

Mary E. Phipps 



SECOND WARD. 



Mary E. JeflFers. 

Miriam Dean 

Mattle Stout.... 



THIRD WARD. 



Sallie J. Meholin.... 

Maggie Davis 

Mary A. Davies.... 
Emma J. Stephens. 

Mary A. Bailie 

Lizzie M. Swift 

Jane McColloch , 



FOURTH WARD. 



James F. Snowden. 
Mattie McKelvey... 

Annie Ewing. 

Ada Dillon 

Annie Jeffers 

Lizzie Downs 

Sadie Stout 

M. Lau McColloch.., 
Amanda Robinson. 

Luciuda Sims 

Mari*a Ellingham.... 
Sophia Davies 



FIFTH WARD. 

Rev. Jas. H. McMechen. 

M. E. Taylor 

Gertrude Kraft 

Cornelia Hamilton 

Maggie Reid 

Minnies. Black 

Annie W. Boyd 






1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
I 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 



1 
2 
1 
2 
2 
2 



POSITION. 


NAMES. 


Principal. 
Gram. School. 
Div. A, Primary. 

" B, " 

" B, " 

" C, 

•* C, 

" D, " 

♦• D, 

" D, 

Div. B «t C, Prim. 

" D, " 
D, 

Principal. 
Grammar School. 
Div. A, i;*rimary. 

" B, " 

'« C, 

" D, " 

". D, " 

Principal. 
Grammar School. 
Div. A, Primary. 

" A, *• 

" B, *' 

" B, 

•• C, " 

" C, 

" D, " 

" D, " 

" D, 

" D, 

Principal. 
Grammar School. 
Div. A, Primary. 

" B, 

" B, ♦' 

" C, 

" D, " 


Jennie Patterson 


SIXTH WARD. 

Rev. Samuel Boyd 


Martha Harper 


Mary J. Morrison 


E. Edith Black 


Sue E. Crumbacker 


Annie C. Waterson 


Lizzie Clohan 


Lizzie Cross 


M. E. C. Lope 


SEVENTH WARD. 

A. M. Stevenson 


E. M. Boyd 


Julia M. Wiley 


E. J. McKelvey 


Jennie A. Campbell 


Emma E. Snowden 


Hannah M. Nicoll 


GERMAN TEACHERS. 

C. A. Sohaefer 


Lizzie Sohust 

Mary Bineell 


Marv Arbenz 


Anna Zimmerman 


EIGHTH WARD 

H. N. Mertz 


Belle Graham 


Ella J. Stephens 

Emma S. Anderson 


Kate Leighton 


Sarah A. Scott 


Jessie A. Emblem 


Josie F. Rose 


Clerie H. White 


Clara L. Swift 


Maggie Clohan 


Sarah McKinley 

COLORED SCHOOL. 

W. F. Gaskins 


Harriet E. Carter 






1 

2 
1 
2 



POSITION. 



Div. D, Primary. 



Principal. 
Grammar School. 
Div. A, Primary. 



(( 

(C 
(C 
C( 

(( 



8; 



Principal. 
Grammar School. 
Div. A, Primary. 

I: 
S: 



iC 



C( 

{( 
(( 



Had classes in all 
'the wards. 



Principal. 
Grammar School. 
Div. A, Primary. 

A, 

B, 

B, 

C, 

C, 

D, 

S'' 



u 
it 

(C 

<l 
t< 
(t 
<( 
i( 
(I 



(( 
t( 
<t 

C( 

i( 
{( 
(« 
<i 
<i 



Principal. 

Assistant 
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Showing the Population, Enumeration of Youth and Enrolment of 

Pupils by Sub-Districts, tor 

School Year Ending June 30fA, 1875. 



SUB-DISTRICJTS. 



WashiDgton (First Ward) 

MadisoD (Seventh Ward) 

Clajr (Second and Third Wards) 

Union (Fourth Ward) 

Centre (Fifth Ward) 

Webster (Sixth Ward( 

Ritchie (Eighth Ward) 

Totals 

Colored " 

^Included in the above. 



Popula- 
tion. 


Enumer- 
ation of 
youth. 


3,602 
8,818 
8,637 
4,299 
2,888 
4,151 
3,880 


1,294 
1,271 
1,165 
1,460 
1,020 
1,418 
1,389 


^ 26,270 
* *53V 


9,017 
*180 



g 



««5 

Bo, 



594 
880 
668 
657 
429 
618 
763 



4,104 



Financial Statement of the School District of Wheeling for 

Year Ending August l$t, 1875. 



BECEIPT8. 



SCHOOL FUND. 



Balance 

Levy 

State 

Miscellaneous 

Total....'. 



$4,477 32 

36,665 43 

10,763 91 

642 20 



$.'i2,548 86 



EXPENDITURES. 



Salaries 

Corn's, Fuel, Repairs, Mis 
Balance 

Total 



$39,628 84 
8,585 25 
4,485 27 



$52,548 86 



BUILDING FUND. 



RECEIPTS. 



Balance 

Levy 

Miscellaneous 



Total. 



$ 3,388 46 

21,899 25 

144 00 



$25,431 71 



EXPENDITURES. 



Construction. 

Com's Mis 

Balance , 



$18,418 68 

798 28 

6,214 85 



Total $25,4.S1 71 



Day schools were in session ten months. Evening schools were in 
session four months, at an expense for tuition of $1,562.54. The 
enrolment in evening schools was 576; average attendance 335. 
Average monthly enrolment in G-erman classes 482. Tuition for 
Grorman instruction $2,300. 

Salaries of teachers in day schools — Principals, $1,100; assistants 
in Grammar schools, $440. Teachers in A and B Divisions, Primary, 
$385; in C and D Divisions, $360. Principal of colored school, $800; 
assistant. $360. Superintendent of G-erman instruction, $800. Teach- 
ers of German, $300. 



STATISTICAL TABLES. 



SCHOOL YEAR ENDING AUGUST 31, 18T6. 



EXPLANATION OF STATISTICAL TABLES. 

A— SboniDg ihe rccelpta Bnd dlabacseiiieQta u[ Ihe TeBcben' Yamh 
B— Showiug (lio receiiits mid eipcHditureB ol the Building Fnnd. 
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REPOBT OF GEKER.\L SUPERINTENDENT. 



B. 



Expenditures of the Building Fund. 



THE BUILDING FUNI>. 



• 

s 

pc, 

1 


* 

%^ 

s 
■♦J 

.^^ 

c 

o 

22 35 
663 73 


• 
03 

es 

< 
u 


■*■* 

n 

a; 

u 

e 
1— 1 

in 


Commissions. 


For Enrolment. 


Swi-epins; Building 
and making 
Fires. 


Paid Secretary of 
Board. 


Contingent Ex- 
penses. 


• 

3 


■$ 482 70 
189 25 
102 7«) 


$ 224 92 

69 67 

8 30 

6 00 

10 00 

1,213 00 

29 03 

**370 '66 
14 50 
25 00^ 


$ 173 76 

10 00 

""loi'o^ 

179 04 
42 00 
44 35 

••■• 


8 154 08 
480 48 

96 20 
219 56 
191 72 
472 89 
112 25 

77 71 
538 19 
210 53 

53 14 
11*4 31 
322 46 
240 11 
145 19 
109 76 
7>3 24 
262 75 
342 23 
5-1:") 85 

41 42 
156 07 


78 00 
69 5(» 
45 2r> 

61 72 
56 50 
72 75 
40 50 
34 50 

63 75 
7:5 45 
33 60 

45 25 
83 50 
67 75 
30 50 

42 0<) 
100 50 

7S 00 
100 00 
179 50 

7«) 1 1 

79 45 
51 50 
K7 «M) 

125 50 

128 40 

;;6 00 

53 75 

64 00 
SI 70 
94 50 

46 00 
64 00 
37 00 

59 50 
56 75 

60 55 
i:vi 50 

91 00 
46 50 
67 00 
89 00 

62 00 

43 94 
175 00 


S 447 22 
227 25 


$ 238 50 
210 00 
100 00 
135 50 
85 00 
170 00 

145 m 

115 00 
200 00 
175 00 

93 00 
150 00 
ai5 00 
217 50 
210 00 
1-10 00 
37iJ 00 
110 00 
245 00 
420 09 
165 00 
275 00 
125 5!i 
175 0^1 
265 00 
390 00 

85 (iO 
155 00 
150 00 
235 00 
210 00 
155 00 
155 00 
160 00 
140 00 
180 00 
J 00 00 
267 50 
230 00 
220 00 
220 00 
165 00 
145 00 
159 98 


$ 55 18 

277 48 

32 11 

279 41 

787 82 

113 54 

J;-2 81 

31 25 

47 75 

87 61 

26 41 

189 0(> 

2.34 45 

198 64 

195 56 
65 8:j 

392 54 
104 43 
354 61 
2,415 19 
153 32 
31 97 

31 21 
451 05 

1,247 88 
371 48 

32 00 
54 69 

298 16 

289 76 

90 70 

49 39 

337 71 

262 80 

24 36 

196 90 
128 52 
165 2:^ 
140 65 
206 66 

37 82 
63 95 

110 29 

38 5(; 
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TABLE B. 

Sub-Districts, Schools, and Number and Grade of Certificates. 
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and Expenditures; Balance on Sand; Apportionment and Average 
Pupil. 
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FREE BCUOOLB. 



TABLE I. 



Showing the Apportionment of State School Fund for the School Year* 
commencing September 1, 1875, and September 1, 1876, the Eaurnera- 
tion oj Yoriihs for the same yeart, and thf Amount paid for Salariet 
of County Superintendents. 
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BEPOBT OF GKSEBAIj HUPKRiyXESDEKT. 
Discription of Invested School Fund. 



1 aiork In Fli»t Hationsl Bank nt ^'alTnuint, W. Vl. „ 

Stuck In Fjrkvnbiiis KatiniiHl Ihnk 

atwk m NutlouBl Bink of W. Vs., at Whri-Ung _.. .t 

U. S. Ktiii^Uircd Cenlnl l^Hlle BaUridd Hnnd*. 

Ho. i.OST, Anum AaiiiM -2, li<e»— Inlenut Iroiu JalJ 10, tSU 

No. l.oas.dalBct Aui{una,ieil6—lnl«re)ttnjia July 111, USB 

Nn. i,<W,<1>I<h1AikiuI2, IIMB— IntiTMtff..uJalr ID, ISM 

»». 2,M0, aBl«H AuKuma, l-W -loirKrtfKim -TdIt ID, IfnU — 

Mo. 3.DU, lilted AuguU 1, IMS— InlerMtthini Jnlr lii, IMfl 

No. IMS, (lalint AiigiM2, IXK— luumt [(inu Jul; t(^ Itfi 

3(o. £C4 •liteil AuguM S, lS(»-lntenar ttom J air U, li><».„ 

No. S.OW, dated AoauMV, lg«>-— lati-mt from Juff ID, IMS 

Mu. LM£ datvl Augiutl, U<H-Iat.?nat fnioi Jalf 10, 18W 

No. £HC| diital .\u|iut t, 14IW— IrUnn Innii J ulj 10, IM» 

NO.UW, dated Aiuciut S, UM— latnrnt frau Jutr ID, IMS -. 

Mo. &,»«« lUUd J>na«ry tt, ua«— Intanvt frimi Januarj 1, IMH... 

No. to, dated JaaDerT 23. IBU— Inlcrntfruiu Janiwrr 1, IIK'l 

No. 131, datvd jMiiury ^ lHi-Int«wt Innn Janunrjr 1, 1-%I... 
Nik £iS. dilFil .lanimrT a, IMt—lalamt trma Januarj' I, UHf... 

U.d. ItailawndUnbrnPartflR Itallnnd U^mdi. 
No. l.MI, <lateil Jaanirr 21, IMO-lDtemt treni Jauumr 1. 1^-.- 
No. 1,SU, datod Jboiuvt 11, IW^-lBlercat hnu Janiiaiy 1, IttD..,. 
No. 2U, dated March II, im- latemt from K'ebruuT 10, ISM... 
No. 23«, dated Hanli IS, l«S-Int««e( from Fobiuary 10, mt^.. 

No 1.4.18, dated OL-lalnT!T,18T3-Intor«t from July l,iS74 

No. B,TS9, d*t^ NoTcmbor < l^tTS-Intureit frtHU July 1, IHTS 

U. a. Iteglnerad MO Bmiita. 
No. to, Oatal Jaauvy IS, litTD— Interest rnnu JiuiiBry 1, ISTn.... 
No. a.l2t, d>t»l Janaarr IS, imo-IoKTO't from .lannary 1, ISTO.... 
NaS;l34, dated Janiurj- 13, UTII— Inlmitfrom Junaxry 1, 1ST0_ 
Ns. 3,1», dated JanuuT 11, UTO~Inli>nat ln>m Jaaiury 1, 1870... 
No. nst, dated Jadnsrr IS, Ullt— Inlereal trom Jannary 1, IS70 — 
Vu. SlI, dat«l Janoary IS, ina— Intnett frou January 1, ISIO — 

OrtlflMtea of V. «. Sloek S^K 
So. 714, daMd Fobraary IS, IR7I— Intonst Icoin .Tannary 1. 1871... 
Ko. li37, doited February 1), 1871— Interest fr>na January 1, tA71... 
Ho. 2,814, datod Pebmary IS, IS7I— lutoitnt truia January 1, 1871... 
No. Xim, dated Kebraxry ID, 1871— liilanHt Iron .lanaary 1, 1S71...! 
No. I,iMO, datwl Paljruary IS, 1171— laterart tron Jinnary 1, 1371...^ 
No. 8^ datnl Fi>bruvy 11, M71— laifmicbwn Januwy 1, 1471.... 
No. 1 0», datnl Fohnury Ii^ ISTI— Intncrt [mm Jauofiy 1, ISTl...i 
No. I.oij. dated February 18, 1871— Inlareii tram Jantidry 1. ISTl...' 

Ku. Il,.tl9, datod Uamh t. IBn— lutcnut from Jinnary 1, 1K7I ' 

No. 11,820, datod XanihS, 1N7I— tnterotl fruui January 1, 1871 1 

No 11,911, datwl Karch 6, ISTl— Intemt from January 1, 1871. 
No 21,030, daled March 8, 1»78— [Dt^nM Iron January 1, 1871. 
No. 7,180, dlli'd Much e, IS7]— IntAnot from January 1. 1871.. 
No. 10,302, dated Uarch 6, 1871— Inlamt troni Jaiinary 1, 1871. 
Hooda o( the liiatfl of VTjM Vtr jinia, dated O ^,bar 2H, llTia— li 

eit fp>m O.-tibar 2;t,lBTl 

Dated Auguft in, ISTIS „ __..,..,„_ _ 

_ *?2:'t*?_''"l'™^^S™'^-'.-:— .i"..-.—.:.-.:::.-.-.-:: - 



ID.OUO ca\ fS7,0D0 DO 



10,000 OOl t4E,mD DO 



Exhibit of the School Fund, September 1st, 1876. 



I'Tolal amount Inintrd... 



I AoSTMB tB I 



School Fnnd at this do 



Auditoe'8 Office, 

November 1, 187(!. 
Tli«foreg'>ing8tatemont iti correct. 

B. A. BENNETT, 

Anditor. 
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REPORT OP GENERAL SUPERINTENDElfT. 21 

E.— A report rec«iyed supposed to be from this county but too Imperfect for use and last year's 
used instead. 

F.— This amount is $13,947.40 more than the items make it but the report so makes it. 

G.— No report fromithis county and last year's report used instead. 

TABLE D. 

A.-— Report of the enrolment and daily average attendance yery incomplete. 

B.— No report of daily average attendance. 

C — The report from this oounty too incomplete for use and lost year's used instead. 

D.— A report received, supposed to be from this county but too imperfeot for use and last year' 
used instead. 

£.~No report from this oounty and last years report used. 

TABLE E. 

A.— A report received, supposed to be from this county but too imperfect for use and last year's 
used instead. 

B.— This report too imperfect for use and last year's used instead. 

C— No report from this county and last year's report used. 

TABLE F. 

A. —A report received, supposed to be from this county but too imperfect for use and last year's 
used instead. 

B.— This report too imperfect for use and last year's used instead. 

C— This average is less than it would be if the night schools were not included. The night 
schools were run for only three months while the day schools were run for ten months. 

D.-^No report from this county and last year's used. 

TABLE G. 

A. — Number of pupils studying eaeh branch not given by the county superintendent of this 
county. 

B.— A report receiTcd, supposed to be from this county but too imperfect for use and therefore last 
year's used as far as practicable. 

C— The report from this county too imperfect for use and last year's report used as far as practi- 
cable. 

D.— The report from this oounty so imperfect as to be of but little use in this table. 

E.— By city superintendent. 

F.— No report from this county and last ysar's used. 

TABLE H. 

A.— This amount is reduced by 8545.29 paid on account of old claims. 
B.— This amount is reduced by 9579.29 paid on account of old claims. 
C— Nothing given in this report upon which to base a calculation for this column. 
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22 FREE SCHOOLS. 

P.— A rrp<*ri r«<7eiTed, suppoB^l vo be frcm thia ooantr bat loo imperfocs Sor smt aad ttt 
Uti 7«*Ar> n.'1-on aa»d u far » practkaM*. 

E.— Tho reiori from tkxis ccuity Cue Impwrfect for um In this tabl«f ir> th« report of last jmmr ii 
oacd as tar od i^o«il le. 

F.— There u Included la thlj amount th« sum of 116,721.25 which wa» raid ont of th« '-School or 
Tvttchors' Fund" under lh« citr of Wheeling School Law. 

(}.— 'l*hia hiud Li overdrawn $3,130.90. 

II.— No tviH>rt from this county and laat j-aar*! oaad. 
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COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS 



TOB THB 



SCHOOL YEAR ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 1876. 



«» 



BAKBOTJfi COUNTY— PiREY Mabtbnby, Sup't 

The educational intereets in onr connty are, in the main, in a 
healthy and improving condition, yet there is still a great deficiency 
in the practical application of our teachers to their work. We are 
laboring under the following difficulties : The surrounding counties 
give better wages, and consequently some of our best teachers are 
drawn away ; others go into more lucrative employment ; and many 
give up teaching because it does not give them permanent employ- 
ment. It takes time well employed, wide awake experience and tho- 
rough scholarship to develop the truly practical and successful 
teacher, but ere long we expect to have thorough practical teachers 
in Barbour. The board of examiners feel that they have made a 
radical change during the past year, in raising the standard of quali- 
fication of the teachers; and it is their aim to spare no time and la- 
bor in raising it still higher. 



■ A 
> ■ ?. 
• -J 
•f 



'■ •"■ 

4 
I 

•A 



\: 



^i 



FREE SCHOOLS. 



SCHOOL HOUSES. 



The most of our school houses are very comfortable, a few, how- 
ever, are very illy adapted to school purposes. For children to spend 
a winter in them is to waste their time and undermine their health 
by sowing seeds of disease. I think they will be in a better condi- 
tion by another winter. I allude to the houses of Barber district. 

INSTITUTE. 

The teachers' institute held at Philippi last August, conducted by 
Prof Bundy and Prof Clark, was an excellent one. The past winter 
I visited all the schools in the county but two, these had closed be- 
fore I reached them. I generally passed about half a day in each school. 
After inspecting the teacher's register, I would review the classes, 
either by conducting recitations myself or assisting the teacher in 
charge of the school. 

I found teachers and scholars all working, trustees visiting the 
schools, and parents eager to know how their school was progressing. 
All these things were encouraging to me. The only **draw back" is 
the salaries seem too low. I trust this will be remedied soon. 

The average cost of education in this county (including the inde- 
pendent district of Philippi,) is 85.72i per pupil. The average age of 
pupils is eleven years. 

There were two colored schools taught in this county last winter, 
each of which made rapid progress in their studies. We also had four 
select schools taught in Barbour this last summer, one by B. S. Dan- 
iels, at Peel Tree, one at Fox Gaps by Miss M. B. Gould, one at Bel- 
ington by W. W. Teter, and one on Sand Eun, by Cyrus Poling, quite 
a number of our teachers were in attendance at each of the above 
named schools. 

In reviewing and taking everything into consideration, I think we 
have bright prospects in the future, and I take pleasure in commend- 
ing and congratulating the people of Barbour in the progress they 
are making in educational matters. 
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EEPORTS OP COUNTY SUPEKINTENDENTS. 



TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



J. W. Shank 1 

E. S. Daniels 1 

MlssL V. Robinson 2 

Jonithm Hathaway 1 

Cyrus Poling 1 

Miss Elsie Korris 1 

O. A. Mos'^y 8 

C. M. Cornwell 1 

W. D. Zinn 2 

MissCclin Douglass 2 

J. E. Hcatherly 1 

A. J. Hartman 1 

James Uartmun 2 

8. S. Zinn 1 

Columbus Reger 3 

Mi««M. P:. Gould 1 

J. P. Scott 1 

Miss Roanna Pepi>er 1 

H. C. Davis 2 

J, M. Curkcndoll 2 

S. S. Talbott 3 

Ira L. Eiirett 2 

R. «. Rohn 2 

S. Talbott 1 

M. Peck 1 

N. Peck 1 

A. M. Siglcy 4 

John Maleon 1 

J. Ed. Stewart 1 

S. L. Chislip 1 

MissTcbe Harris 3 

Molly Mnvo 3 

Thomas Madden I 

F. L. Swick 4 

Stewart Wilmoth 2 



H. L. Nestor 1 

E. H. Coropton 2 

C. F. Teter 1 

B. F. Phillips 2 

F. B. Durrett 1 

Miss Mattie Teter 1 

Miss Sally Phillips 2 

W. S. Shurtletf. 1 

W. A. Street 1 

J. M.Godwin '. 2 

Miss Nancy Sipcs 8 

J. A. Dunham 1 

A. L. Tallmau 1 

W. A. Garnet 2 

Miss Susan >Street 6 

Miss Caroline Street 2 

Jas. H. Robinson 8 

John F. Hunt -, 2 

J. A. Hilliard 4 

A. J. Harris 8 

Wm. McGee 1 

L. L. BaiTon 2 

G. W. Stalnaker 2 

W. S. Lang 2 

\V. K. Bower 1 

Robt. F. Harris 6 

(;. VV. Holtzol 2 

S. S. Stalnaker 1 

E.J. Skidmore 8 

.T. W. Moore 4 

J. M. Compton 4 

J. W. Freeman 4 

Jas. S. Cornwell 1 

James W. Cleavcngor 2 

Miwj Jessie Groves 1 



T. W. A. Bi)wnian. 



2,R. M. Baker 2 



A. Valentine 2:1). W. Payne. 

Wm. R. Bennett 1 

M. L. Nestor 1 

E. A. Waugh 2 

A. W. Stalnaker 2 

Mrs. M. E. Harris 1 

A. B. Moore 1 



J. W. Burgiss 2 

(f. W. Baughnian 2 

Elisha Newman 8 

John Kellv 2 

Lettell LaFoUett 1 

J. M.James 2 



BERKELEY COUNTY.— B. M. Walker, Supt. 

« 

Under the guicianco of rrovideDce I am permitted to make my 
third annual report, embracing the statistical, financial and other 
information, required by law, for the county of Berkeley, excepting 
the District of Marti nsburg, which is operating under some special 
enactments, one of which, I believe, requires its reports to bo made 
direct by some one of its officers. In one of my former reports I 
gave you and the public the topography of the districts of Berkeley 
county, and do not think it necessary to repeat any former descrip- 
tions. It can be observed, from the statistical and financial reports, 
and also the grades of teachers that we arc making some progress in 
public school education. Harmony prevails, with few exceptions, in 
all parts of the county ; which is a good omen for the popularity of 
the schools. Our public schools have become an indispensable insti- 
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tntion among as. and iho people look to them alone, as the mediam^ 
b}' which, their sons anJ daughters may receive instruction for the 
praclieal duties of lift-. I think the law under which our schools are 
conducted generally, is a good one; and do not think it proper to 
make anv suiruostions. as I think \i better to bear the ills we have 
than to risk those we know not of. The law gives ;rencral satisfac- 
tion, as lar as I have been informed, and should have a thorough test. 
Eaeh district is iRdt-jtendcnt for all practical purposes, so that the peo- 
ple of each district can look to their Board for the proper manage- 
ment of their schoul money and schools: and if necessary make 
changLS every two years. Sperial legislation, I think, in school mat- 
ters, i« as grievous as in other departments of government, in fact it 
is against the true fundamental principles of law ; and I can sec but 
little advantage to be derived, but much confusion as you have ex- 
perienceii. You will observe that some of the Districts are in a bet- 
tor condition financially, than others; as is shown in my financial re- 
port. This is accounted for to a great extent, as the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad passes through Arden, Opequan and Hedgesville Dis- 
triots. The apportionment by the County Court of school taxes from 
this road to these Districts amounts to some hundreds of dollars, 
which I have rej^orted under the heading *-of other sources, for teach- 
ers' fund.'* ilodgesvilie district receiving much the largest share. Tho 
onumeration ot youths remains in statu quo to a great extent, why it 
18 thus I cannot say, exactly, unless the cnnmerationR of previous 
years woro too large — our population certainly is not decreasing, yet 
1 think this years onumeration of youths approximates correctn«)88. 
l)ur toaohers aro for tho most part native and to the manner born and 
n^^irly tho remainder have located here for the real business of teach* 
ing all ot whom aro reaching a respectable standard in their profes- 
Hioii, which adds greatly to the proficiency of the public school sys- 
tein. ThortMiro also among us teachers from the Normal pchools oi 
tho State who do good work and display skill in the management of 
thoir soh\»ol8. School otlicors of every grade and class in the several 
diMirietM ot tho county have performed their duties well with little or 
no j»a\ . only a eonseiousness oi* having performed their duty to their 
people aiivl thus heeomi' henetactors to their race; and I thank them 
lor I ho i^ivat aid ilioy have given in building up the system in Borko- 
lo> »»»uni\ I ea!vnv»i close my third annual report without oxpress- 
liii» iu\ Uiiul tooliujr tvM* you. for the prompt and courteous manner in 
w hu h hu.nmoNs Ims Ivou despatched from your ofiice. Your adminis- 
tmlioii \\i\tk boon one ot labor and perplexities under a now law, but 
hUt'ooNn han attended vou, and your labors will be cherished by the 
pooplo \\\\\\ ooiuing g^Miorations. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



C. T. Keniiey 2 

John T. Paulmg 1 

M. G. Albright 1 

M. K. Butts 2 

Jos. H. Tisinger 1 

Wm. A. Pitzer 1 

J. W. B. Evans 1 



Rev. Dr. Beal 

C. U, Thornburg, ") Members of the examining 
E. S. Tablor, /Board. 

Miss H. V. Ktump 1 

Miss Rebecca Kratz 1 

Miss Jennie Shafler 1 



iMiRsMary A. Vanmetre 2 

G. W. M. Tabler llMiss Jennie McCune 2 

R. S. Mohler 2lMJs3 Hannah Royer 1 

E. T. Paul 2' Miss Lydia B. Kiner 3 

F. M. Fraud liMrs. Dr. Johnson 1 



John Quigley 2 

J. H. Ikister 1 

H. g. Butts 2 



Miss Annie E. Griffith 1 

Miss Laura J. Harley 1 

Miss Lizzie Reynolds 3 



Samuel L. Dodd I'Mrs. L. Walsh 8 

Daniel H. Dodd 2 

S. C. Rhotles 1 

•Tohn T. McKown 2 



(Jeorge W. Green, colored 8 

Benjamin Roberts, " 5 

Nicholas Nasby, " 6 

J. P. Miller SlHenry Reed, " 6 

Champ Shepherd 2 John A. Brown, " 8 

George Newcomer 4 

Ellas Wood 1 

James T. Anderson 2i 



H. C. Wayble 1 

J. E. Pittman 2 

A. P. Lord 1 

J. E. Hauser 2 

iJ. F. Stevenson 2 

J. P. Stump 1 

T. C. Siler ;. 2 

J. Newton Hull 1 



Nathaniel Worni, " 4 

William Swartz, '• 4 

Rev. W. P. Fisher, " 8 

Alexander Johnson, " 8 

Miss Lucy C. Butler, " 4 

Miss Jennie Roberts, " 2 

Miss rarlie Franklin, " 8 

Miss Katie Taylor, " 8 

Miss Mary Bronson, " 8 

Miss Mareia Lanot, " 5 

Miss Sarah C. Johnson, " 8 



BOONE COUNTY— Carey Toney, Supt. 

In the discharge of my official duties during the school year just 
closed, I tried to impress upon the school officers the absolute neces- 
sity of furnishing this office with correct reports. The result can be 
gleaned trom this imperfect report. You can see that our district 
•clerks have not furnished me with correct reports. 

In my efforts to obtain reliable figures 1 find that some one or two 
of the Boards had taken the responsibility of issuing an order for the 
810 allowed by law for making off their reports without waitiag for 
my advice ; thus taking from me the only means given to get correct 
reports. 

There were two of my districts that did not get their reports in 
until the 8th of October. My report will show that the free schools of 
this county were kept in operation, during the past year, from three 
to four months in the five school districts into which the county is 
divided, and it is believed that the session was one of average pros- 
perity and success. 

There has been no important changes in the several districts since 
my last report. Two school-houses have been built in Pcytona dis- 
tiict, and another is under way; and in Scott district one school- 
house was finished in the school year just closed. 
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In reviewing the working of the school system in our county dur- 
ing the past year I think we have reason for encouragement, and I 
take pleasure in commending and congratulating the citizens of 
Boone county in the progress they are making in educational mat- 
ters. 

In conclusion, I return my sincere thanks to the teachers and citi- 
zens of the county for their expressions of commendation to me and 
their hearty co-operation in promoting the cause of popular educa- 
tion in the county. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



M. P. Adkins I'Joshua Mitehel 3 

W. D. Alfoni 2iJ. R. F. Mosley I 

M. J. Bradley... 1; John Morris 1 

J. F. D. Bowman 1 J. W. Mn»<ev 1 



T. M. Bowles 1 

S. H Campbell 1 

W. B. Chapman 2 

B. M. Campbell 1 

S. M. CaiiUeT 1 

J. Estep 3 

J. Foster 2 

M. .T. (xnrdner 1 

B. S. Hager 3 

H. A. Hopkins 1 

E. E. Hopkins 2 

A. A. Hopkins 1 

W. H. Knight 1 

Edney Lake 2 



A. Meadows 1 

S. Oxley 1 

•fames Pack ft 

A. V. Pixley 1 

V. Sanford 2 

Joseph Teague S 

Wm. Thomi)son 8 

Mrs. M. P. Woikman 1 

A. B. Whitten 2 

G. W. Willis ....^ 3 

L. F. Vickers 1 

E. B. Vickers 1 

W. L. Van Horn 1 

Mrs. E. Van Horn 1 



BEAXTOJSr COUNTY— J. W. Humphreys, Swp't. 

The school system in the county, during the past year, has render- 
ed satisfaction commensurate with the interest in it manifested by 
the people. This interest, however, is not so lively apparently, as it 
was when the system was new to the people. The salaries of teach- 
ers have been reduced from $25 to $10. which makes it difficult to sup- 
ply the schools with ordinarily efficient teachers ; some of the schools 
having to be taught during the summer, when the attendance was but 
meagre, as there were not enough teachers to supply all the schools 
during the winter months, the most proper and convenient season for 
schools in a sparsely settled country. 

By reference to the statistical part of the report you will see that 
there were sixty-seven schools taught in the county, the average of 
whose terms was 4.08 months, a large majority of which rendered 
general satisfaction. The length of the terms of all the schools, out- 
side the independent district, would not average four months, but the 
school in this district being kept open for five months, the general 
average is raised to over four months. 
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The attendance in many parts of the county is not what it should 
be. Schools have become so common, it seems, with the people, that 
it appears to be a matter of indifference, in many instances, whether 
the children are kept at school closely or not. 

I visited nearly all the winter schools and found the teachers gener- 
ally, laboring in a in a creditable manner to the profession. And I 
will hero take occasion to extend to them my sincere thanks for the 
courtesy and respect with which my visits were received by both 
teacher and school in some instances. 

The financial part of the report shows larger amounts charged to 
^^contingencies" than might seem to be necessary, in some of the districts : 
which, however, is owing to tax exonerations made by the county 
court, at a time in which it would contuse the accounts of the district 
boards to change the amounts under any other head. Especially is 
this the case in Birch district. 

The boards of the several districts have not built many houses dur- 
ing the past year, in order that their districts might get out of debt, 
and the debt of the building fund is reduced to the nominal sum of 
$54.30, so that all necessary buildings may now be speedily erected. 

There exists, in my humble opinion, a defect in the law with re- 
gard to examinations of applicants for teachers' certificates The 
Board of Examiners cannot make such an examination as will test 
the qualifications of the applicant to teach. To remedy this defect in 
part, I would suggest that the law be so modified, as to require that 
all applicants for teachers' certificates shall have taught a certain 
number of years (or months) before they bo entitled to certificates of 
a certain grade. Personal observation upon my part has demonstra- 
ted this. Some of the teachers holding No. 2 and No. 3 certificates 
are better than others who hold No. 1. This however is not frequent- 
ly the case. 

TEACHERS AND GKADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



C. S. Hall 1 

T. G. Cutlip 1 

Wm. H. Jack 1 

C. L. Engel 1 

W. K. Bonder 1 

A. M. Berry 3 

T. M. Daly 3 

Burton F. Hamric 2 

T. J. Berry 1 

Jas. M. Hyer 8 

John 8. (laree 1 

A. J. Salisbury 2 

L. A. Friend 2 

Job F. Thaver 2 

John W. Hanna 1 

Peter L. Curry : 3 

J. A. lierson 1 

Wm. C. Jenkins 1 



V. B. Frame 2 

Mis3 C. K. Beny 2 

Mrs. P. E. 15erry 1 

L. A. Friend 8 

M. F. Gibson 2 

J. C. Salisbury S 

A. M. Frame 5 

Sam'lF. Griffin 1 

Miss Bridget Green , 2 

W. H. Green .'. 1 

A. M. Hergman 6 

John L. McCoy 8 

•Johnson C. Salisbury 2 

JohnC. Salisbury 1 

L. D. Humphrey's 8 

Mrs. B. M. McCoy 2 

William Kraft 8 

Job F. Thayer 1 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES-Coniinued. 



J. Newt. Kunilsiel It A. M. Frame 4 

<J. r. Squires 3L. S. Dillen 2 

D. S. Morton 1 J. T. Crihbins «. 1 

E. A. Berry 1 Thos. E. Friend 4 

J. G. Perriue 2 Walter B. Stanard ^ S 

MissM. A. Daly 2 Mrs. J. A. Willougbby 4 

S. S. Stonostreet 3 Miss Nancv Cogar „ 5 

W. S. Hammer • 1 GraDTillo kexroad S 

('. \V. Ware 2 Miss Maguie Willougbby 4 

J. C. Salisbury 3 Jaa. L. Ligget 4 

<r. R. (iil)!>oii 1 Miss M. E. Haymond 4 

Wm.L. Kelly 3 L. D. Humphreys 2 

Mortimer lii>5e 1 Walter B. Stanard «.. 1 

Mi:»L. .I.Berrv 3 L. A. Friend 2 

W. T. Keener 3 Jas. M. Hver t 

Jas. M Hamric 2 C. W. Tavlor »a 6 

Jas. M. Stewart 8 Miss Ida M. Gaice ^.. 1 

8. S. Stonestreet 2 Wm.H. Given 8 

E. V. Frame 8,C. W. Ferrel w..,.-.. 

L. S. Dillen 4i 



BKOOKE COUNTY— J. \V. Hough, Supt 

I am very glad to be able to say, that the interest of the people of 
Brooke county, in the work of general education, still eontinnes. I 
think 1 may truthfully say. that every year adds to the cflScieney of 
our school system to accomplish the great design of its creation, viz : 
the diffusion of intelligence among the many. 

It will be seen, by reference to tabular report, that the schools con- 
tinued, on an average throughout the county, six and eleven twelfth 
months in the past year. The average cost per pupil, for all purposes, 
as given in the statistical report, is, I believe, erroneous; and I have 
no data from which to obtain accurate figures. 

Our teachers, with few exceptions, were faithful and indefatigable 
in the discharge of their duties; and, as a class, were skilled in the 
art of tcaeliing. 

We still have the difficulty and embarrassment of irregularity and 
non-altendance to regret, even in our advanced county. We trust 
the day is not far distant, when means will be adopted to secure the 
attendance of all claisses in our schools. It seems to me, the time has 
now arrived when we should devise a system of compulsory educa- 
tion. It has already been demonstrated to be the most efficient means 
ot promoiiiii: edtlcation among all classes of society. It would not 
only ditfuse knowledge among the masses, but it would foster habits 
of industry, so essential to the prosperity ot society. It would ac- 
custom to work and study that elas-' of our youni; people who are 
now spendii^^ their time in idleness or useless sport, and thus bo- 
comini: burUnsome to the St:ite. and dani^erous to soeietv. 



/ 
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It is a source of gratulation to me to be at the head of- the schools, 
where the people so cheerfully co-operate to promote the cause of ed- 
ucation. The people of Brooke county are doing nobly to advance 
the interests of education in our midst, and their labors are not with- 
out fruit. 

I must, therefore, in conclusion, return my most hearty thanks for 
the encouragement and aid they have given me, and the kindness 
they have shown me during the long time I have been superintendent 
of schools in Brooke county. • 

TEACHEEIS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



i . 



Miss S. M. McCarroll 1 

T. O. P. BaUey 2 

W. H. Anderson i 1 

Miss K. B. Anderson 1 

Lena Gibson 1 

Ada A. Cunningham Ij 

Peter Perrine 1 

Win. C. NiehoU 1 

Ella Amspoker 1 

W. M. Tom 2 

Frances Moor 3 

Joshoa M. Agnew 2 

Edwin Jester 3 

KateMcGuire 1 

Jennie S. M. Foutche 1 

Dorwin A. Hiudman 2 

Marth. J. Cox 1 

iS. Oornclia Hunter 1 

Catharine Sharp 2 



Joseph A. Cox 

James Gibson 

Carrie Burt 

AunieM. Lazear..., 

James Hindman 

Harmine Wright... 

I. W. Clemens 

Annie M. Bell 

Samuel Amspoker. 

Jane Smith 

Charles Kyle 

Mattie C. Anderson 

E. M. St. Clair 

W. A. Strain 

K. C. Buekey 

James E. Baxter..... 

Emma Whitsett 

Joe S. Rodgers 



CABELL COUNTY— D. S. Duncan, Supt 

I would respectfully submit that the general condition of our 
schools, during the past year, has been healthful and good, and that, 
in their character, I believe, they would compare favorably with the 
schools of the other counties of our State. 

Our school term embraced from four to nine months, and most of 
our schools were well conducted and well taught. 

As a general fact, wo succeeded in obtaining good teachers, Biany 
of whom were considerably above mediocrity, whilst but few could be 
regarded as very inferior. 

Our noble people are becoming more and more aroused to their du- 
ties and responsibilities in the vital and important matter of educating 
their children. The subject of free school education, though in some 
respects unwelcome to some at first, has rapidly grown in popular 
favor, until to-day it has a hold upon the affections of our people that 
can never be broken. Our excellent system, though in its infancy, 
has been steadily and cheerfully supported. None of our districts 

ever fail to make the levies, and, whenever the question of extending 

2 
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the schools have been submitted to the people, it has carried almost 
without a dissenting voice. 

It will be seen from this report that we have accumulated a very respec- 
table amount of school property ; that our school tax is growing lighter 
year by year, and that the per centage of attendance in our schools 
is gradually increasing. Our school-houses are, for the most part» as 
well and conveniently located as the topography of the country will 
admit. The rude shanties of former years have given place to neat 
and comfortable school-houses, and our levies for the "building fund'* 
will soon become very light. 

Many of our teachers evince a commendable zeal for improving 
themselves in the profession, and these endeavors on their part have 
been awarded by the sympathies and the encouragements of their pa- 
trons and of the people generally. * 

In the beginning of the school year, aided by several of our more 
prominent teachers, we organized a county teachers' institute, which 
held monthly meetings throughout the year in different localities. 
These meetings were tolerably well attended by both teachers and 
citizens, andresulted, we trust, in the accomplishment of much good. 
It is our intention to pursue a similar course during the current school 
year, only with renewed, and, if possible, increased energy. 

I visited every school in the county once, and nearly all of them 

the second time. In these visits, besides noting .the course and 

methods of instruction and of government, and advising with the 

teachers and trustees, I took occasion to deliver short lectures and 

addresses to the pupils. 

It gives me pleasure to state that nearly all of our school oflScers 

have labored faithfully, earnestly and zealously in the performance of 

their important duties. 

In the discharge of my own official duties I have received the uni- 
form courtesy, warm sympathy and efficient support of the school 
officers, the teachers and the people generally, for all of which I de- 
sire to return my heartfelt thanks. 

Whilst it is very gratifying to have the privilege of making such 

an encouraging report, yet it must not be understood that we have 
no difficulties to contend with. On the contrary, we have many, 
some of which are grave and serious embarrassments; but most of 
which, we think, could be obviated by a few changes in our present 
school law, some of which changes we will now very modestly suggest : 
First — The impossibility of obtaining correct reports from the dis- 
trict secretaries, and many other serious difficulties might be avoided 
by abolishing the District Boards of Education, and creating in their 
stead one County Board of Education, to consist of one commissioner 
from each district, and the County Superintendent, who should be, "ea: 
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officio" president of the Board. These commissioners should receive 
a reasonable per diem, say $1.50. for a limited number of days in each 
year. This Board should appoint its own secretary, who should re- 
ceive a moderate compensation for his services, say from 850 to $100 
a year. This Board should also appoint the trustees, of whom there 
should be three in euch sub-district, for many and obvious reasons. 
Among other things, the trustees should bo required to consult the 
wishes and the intei'ests of the patrons of each school as to when the 
school should bo taught and who should touch it. The trustees 
should also take and verify the enumeration of j'outh, and report the 
same through their district commissioner. 

Second — There should bo a County School Treasurer, either the 
County Superintendent or other person, placed under heavy bonds^ 
whose duty it should be to receive and disburse all school moneys. 
The Sheriff should collect the school levies, as at present, and pay 
them over to the County School Treasurer ; but the law should state 
definitely what commission he should receive for collecting them. 

Third: — Elections for school officers should beheld at the times and 
places for holding the election for State and other county officers. 

Fourth — The Legislature should make contracts with publishers for 
the text-books that are required to be used in the free schools of this 
Stfvte, at a specified price for each book, and it should be unlawful for 
any merchant or other person to receive or require from any pupil of 
any free school of this State more than the State contract price for 
any such book. This could be done without expense, and would save 
to the poor people of the State thousands of dollars. 

Fiflh — The neglect, or refusal, on the part of parents or guardians 
to send their children and wards to school is alarming, and should be 
remedied by mild compulsion. The penalty for wrongfully withhold- 
ing a child from school should be a fine, to be paid in money, and in 
default of payment to be compensated by work on the county roads. 
It should be the duty of the County Board of Education, however, to 
remit these penalties in cases where it would be either improper or 
impracticable for the children to attend school. 

3ixth — The Board of Education should be authorized to furnish 
text-books to indigent children upon satisfactory evidence that 
neither the children nor their parents areable to procure them other- 
wise. 

Seventh — The time for laying the levies should be changed so that 
the Assessor may extend the amounts on his books prior to the time 
for delivering them to the Sheriff. 

Eighth — Outgoing school officers should be required to make the 
reports pertaining to the time of their incumbency. 
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Ninth — ^The school month shoald consist of twenty days of actaal 
teaching and two days' attendance upon the meetings of an organized 
teachers* institute. 

Tenth — The school law should be arranged, condensed and made so 
that it could be easily understood. 

TEACHERS ASD GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



GeoT^ B. Austin 2 Edgar I<. SummerB ~ 2 

William AIge.> 1 Miss Ellen Kclley 2 

Joseph M. Hatfield 2 Irvin L. Mazee 3 

Charles (Juthrie .- 2 Miss F. E. Beuhring - 1 

John A. Black ., 1 M. C. Jordan ~ 2 

Dr. Joseph C. Sidebottom 2 A. W. Laidl.*v « 2 

B. C. Vass 2 Miss Ella McltniRht.. - 2 

Charles A. Walton 2 Mrn. S. E. Laidler S 

Janies T. Unseld 2 John Laidler 2 

J. H. Justice 4 (leorge Holderbv 2 

John D. Carter 2'ReT. J. C. Rece.'. 1 

A. H. Melrose > l!Dr. Calvin Morrison. 1 

Mies EUaGillett > 2 Miss S. Alice Hoff. ., 1 

John J. Rouscy 3 Miss Lida Beeson 2 

C. W. Paine 1 Janies A. Hatfield.. .- 2 

M. A. Bias 8 P. H. Childers.. 2 

M. S. Bias 3. Thomas Dundas ., 1 

John Turley 3 S. G.Coffman » 2 

H. L. Beckett 2 Mrs. Harriet Hall 2 

S. H. Mossraan 2 Miss Mattie Muehler 2 

8. C. Mossnian.. 4 WillamF. James 8 

Johns. Gibson llsaac V. Bryant 3 

Silas Told 4.Gcorge W. Priddy 8 

Miss Alice Told 4. J. S. Justice 8 

Miss Emma Blake 2!Thomas B. Summers 1 

Miss Lizzie Stone 1!J. F. Herndon 2 

Miss Addie Holderby IJ. T. Lackland 1 

A. B. Manpin 1' William C. Bramlett 2 

W. A. Bishort 1 George W. Priddy 2 

Miss Emma McComas 2-.Tohn J. Rouser 2 

Miss America Mansfield 2 Mrs. Mary Miller 2 

William T.O»x 2 S. C. Mossuian 8 

Miss EffieSayre 2 F. M. Keyser 2 

Miss Alice Maupiii l' 



CALHOUN COUNTY— D. W. Knight, Sup't 

While it is true we are improving in an educational point of view, 
yet facts and figures are stubborn things. Not fifty per cent, of the 
whole school population attend school regularly. 

We need a compulsory system of education. Our people would 
favor it. There is too much division, contention and strife in the 
public schools to make them successful. When will parents and 
teachers learn that "United we stand, divided we fall." 

We had two very fine schools carried on by private subscription 
for five months last summer, to which the teachers of the county and 
some from adjoining counties attended. 

Our County Institute is pretty well organized, although at times it 
is not as well attended as is desired. Teachers complain of their 
wages being so low, that it will not justify them to attend institutes 
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la 



every three or foar months, and then added to this, have to teach 
nine weeks, lacking one day, to make two months school. We 
think it better to return to the old land marks, twenty days for a 
month. 

I have endeavored to have this report correct ; the secretaries say 
that trustees made no report to them. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



S. A. Knotts 2 

Miss Minora Knotts 3 

E. B. RolysoE 1 

Josiah Jarvls. 3 

A. W. Reip 2 

Jiiiss Emily Knight » 

W. H.Robinson 1 

C E. Robinson 1 

A. J. Barr 1 

Miss H. A. Wolverton 3 

Warren Johnson 2 

W. H. Avers 1 

A. E. Kellnr 2 

T. K. Ferrel 2 

L. C. Fishback 1 

J. W. Tetrick 8 



J. R. Pell 1 

J. W. Pell I 

J. P. Knight 1 

MissDarcas Ferrel 8> 

W. H. Goodknlght 2 

R. W. Hall 1 

Miss Ella F. Marshall 3 

Mre. R. Corder 8 

Miss IJda Hays 2 

Granville Johnson 1 

MissSoi)hia Springston 3 

P. W. Brutfey « 1 

C. A. Walker 3 

Samuel Ayers % 

A. S. Sharos ^ I 

Lewis Rifife 



CLAY COUNTY— B. C. Lesubm, Sup't 

Every district in the county, except Buffalo* has had a four month? 
school. There is quite an improvement in our school teachers and 
schools. The watch word is, onward. 

1 think Clay is on the adrance. 

Our schools are in a prosperous condition. We have four houses 
under contract ; three that will be completed in time for a winter 
school. 

We had one house built last winter in Pleasant district, and have 
another nearly completed on the same lot. 

In regard to the school law, I think that section twelve of school 
law should be changed so that transfers pay their ratio of school ex- 
penses ; it would be much better for our schools. This section of* 
law has broken up two of our schools. 

I would also recommend that in section two the word "trustee" be^ 
stricken out, and the term *'Board of Education" be inserted. And 
that section thirteen be so amended as to read thus : "The Board of 
Education of every district shall appoint the teachers for the schools 
under their charge and dismiss them at any time for incompetency, 
neglect of duty, intemperance, profanity, cruelty, or immorality," 
And thus give the power to the Board of Education. 

I would also recommend that section twenty-eight be so amended 
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as to read thus : "No teacher shall be employed to teach in any sub- 
district until he shall have presented to the Board of Education a pe- 
tition signed by a majority of the citizens of the school having chil- 
dren to attend, and a certificate in duplicate of liis qualification to 
teach a school of the grade for which he applies. 

There is a great deal of trouble in the counties, originating from 
trustees employing teachere that the majority do not want. 

I would also recommend that the latter clause of section twenty- 
seven be so amended as to grant or provide that there be two public 
examinations held in each county, one on the second Tuesday in 
September, and one on the second Tuesday in October each year, at 
which times teachers may receive certificates free. 

The Board of Examiners to be paid by an order drawn by the 
County Superintendent on the county treasurer, and said orders to be 
paid out of the State fund to be distributed to the county. 

1 would also recommend that section twenty-seven of school law 
be so amended as to require the presidents of the different boards of 
education, when they meet to appoint the Board of Examiners, to 
also fix the salary of teachers uniform in the county according to 
grade. 

I would also recommend that the school month be twenty days. 

• TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Geo. W. Arbogist 2 

Jno. M. Goad 1 

Jasper Givens 1 

D. H. Hunley J» 

C. C. Hammack 5 

Jacob Keith 2 

MissS. R. Keffer 3 

Jno. B. Morris 1 

H. L. Morris 1 

Thomp;iOU Morris 1 

Jno. T. Moose : 2 

Scott Nottingham 1 

B. M. Rogers 2 

L. W. Rollyson 1 

S. N. Rollyson 1 



Calvin Rogers 1 

L. P. Rogers i 

J. P. Rollyson 2 

Miss O. Stephenson ] 

Miss M. Thornton 2 

Morgan Triplet 2 

Delorain Upton 1 

C. F. Walker 5 

D. A. Williams...... 8 

C. P. Wilson 1 

Miss M. J. Week 4 

Jasper Young 1 

R. A. Young 3 

W. C. Young 1 



DODDEIDGE COUNTY— J. V. Blair, Sup't. 

The lateness of this report is owing to the fact that I have been try- 
ing to obtain the required settlements, but the effort has been all in 
vain. I hero incorporate a letter from the sheriff to rae which will 
explain why ho (the sheriff) could not raako the usual scttlomonts 
with the boards of education, it reads as follows ! 

"I did not receive the coramissioner's books for the taxes of 1875, 
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till May 1, 1876, consequently, have not been able to make the re- 
quired settlements with the boards of education within the required 
time. I shall not be able to make said settlements before February, 
1876, 

On entering upon the duties of my office, I found it necessary to 
make some changes, such as the advancement of our schools demand- 
ed. I found that the schools had so advanced, and that the general 
school interest had so increased, that it was absolutely necessary to 
raise the standard of teachers. This I did, which you will obstrve by 
comparing the grades of certificates issued the year previous to my 
auperintondency, and reported last year (1875), with those of the 
present report. For the scholastic year ending August 31, 1875, there 
were granted twenty -five No. 1 certificates, seven No. 1^, twenty No. 
2, five No. 2|, fifteen No. 3, three No. 3J, three No. 4, and none No. 5. 

For the year ending August 31, 1876, there were granted six No. 1 
nineteen No. 2, thirty-two No. 3, twenty-two No. 4, four No. 5, and 
some were refused certificates for incompetency. This change caused 
much dissatisfaction among the lower grade teachers, but it met the 
general approbation of the people ; and the teachers, now, admit that 
a high standard of scholarship is greatly to their interest. A few of 
our ambitious teachers became very indignant over their low grades, 
would not teach, and went l*ight off to one of our State Normal 
Schools. Would'nt it be a blessing to the youths of West Virginia if 
others would partake of their spirit, and follow their example ? I 
made fifty-eight visits among our schools within the year. As a gen- 
eral thing 1 found them doing well. The teachers seemed to be work- 
ing with renewed energy and skill. The schools averaged four (4) 
months \n the county — longer than they have ever run before in one 
year. It took a special effort to obtain this average. One board passed 
an order for only three, or three and a half months school, when the 
levy was but thirty-five cents, thus going contrary to the school law, 
and sinning against the holy demjui.Is of the youth of the district. 
I refused to issue requisitions for the State fund apportioned to this 
district, till said order was changed. Suffice to say, that after much 
unnecessary trouble the order was changed, and the requisitions issu- 
ed. My experience and observation teach me that the collector of the 
school tax, should not be the disburser. He can too easily say when an 
order is presented that he has not the money, that the people would 
not pay their taxes, <fec., and thus turn away a poor teacher, who in 
order to liquidate his demands, must sell his order at a discount of 
fr.;m ten to fifteen per cent. Now I think it is time such a curse was 
buried with the past, and only remembered as a tried and condemned 
error. There ought to be a treasurer of all school moneys separate 
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and iipiirt from the sheriff. The sheriff should remain the collector - 
he should be require<l to pay over to the treasurer, one-fourth of the 
school tax for the year every three months. It should be definitely 
expressed and understood, that no just and legal school order should 
be prescutfd without paj-ment. This cash system would save the peo- 
ple of the State thousands of dollars, because all work could, and 
would be done for less money. All orders should, before going to the 
treasurer for payment, pass through the county superintendent's of- 
fice that they might be recorded. He, the county superintendent, 
should keep a separate and distinct account of the finance of each dis- 
trict, and make all settlements with the treasurer. The desultory 
and ignorant way in which some of the secretaries of the boards of 
education keep their books, and boards make their settlements, has 
lost the State thousands of dollars. The county superintendent's 
work should be increased, and his salary to correspond, that it may 
justify him to devote his whole time to the duties of his office, and 
the free school work. 

At present, in order to live, he is obliged to seek some other em- 
ployment, and often his pressed vocation, and the duties of the office, 
conflict. The latter not infrequently, having to suffer. These things 
demand immediate consideration, and I hope our Legislature the com- 
ing session, will not prove reticent upon a subject that would tend to 
advance the free schools in our State. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



John Jsc. Ingle 1 

Ullle M. Atldnson* 1 

a F. Lowther 1 

T. M.Darig 1 

Wm. Jones 1 

O. T. Hansford 1 

T. P. Douglass „ 2 

Wm. F. Hudkin 2 

Lucinda Davis 2 

Bertha C. HaU* 2 

C. H. Davis 2 

W. R. Mclntiro 2 

Wirt C. McKinley 2 

Henry Ash 2 

Dixon Ash 2 

Marr Strickling 2 

A. J. Rymer 2 

B. W. Cfowan 2 

May 8. Jeflrey 2 

Mary A. Schulto 2 

Isaac Hetrich 2 

M. W. Davis 2 

Delia Martin 2 

A. T. Archbold 2 

Geo. C. Gabcrt 2 

M. E. McClaln 3 

EUaM. Charter 3 

Jas. T. Sherwood 8 

John A. White 8 



C. E. Hedges « S 

liude Dutton^* »»...m ,^ S 

P. B. McClain ..m...m«m. S 

A. G. Ryan 8 

M. A. Summers 8 

Martha J. McGinnis 8 

James S. Archbold 8 

FestusP. Ford ., „.... a 

Penelone Powell 8 

Edwara L. Stevenson^ 8 

Wm. Trevey S 

E. H. Wince 8 

Minda Underwood 8 

Thomas R Peppers 8 

J. M Hall 8 

Garl Doak « 

Oliver llexroad , 

John M. Kemper 

Sarah J Vanhorn 

JosloSinnette , 

G. S. Smith »„.. 

Mary CJarroll 

Ephraim Bell 

David Rose 

Agnes Smith ^ 

J. M. Davisson 

A. S. Britton 

Lizzie Hickman 

;H. J. Enlow 



EEPORTS OP COTJlirrY BUPEErNTENDENTS. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIB CEATIFICATES*Ck>ntinued. 



BeDJamin Bamage 8 

Bobert L. McClaln 8 

Robert E. Lawrence 3 

Srmuel Lorentz 3 

Eliaabeth Ingle 3 

J. H. Gain 3 

G. W. lo© 3 

Laura B. Yates 3 

Hetie S. Stevenson* 3 

N. J. Griffin 3 

A. M. Wade 3 

M. E. McClain 3 

Kate Pierpont .....'. 3 



Hettie Jeffrey 

A. J. Gaskins 

Floyd N. WilUams 

John W. Flanigan 

Odus S. Stewart 

Henrv Varner 

Wm. 'PritcLard 

Milton Underwood 

Nancy Brown 6 

John B. Roberts 5 

A. O. Britton 6 

J.D. Frum 6 



*Names marked thus * are those who were not citizens of W. Va. 



FAYETTE COUNTY.— O. W. Hughart, Sup't 

There has been a marked improvement in our teachers, and conse- 
quently a. general improvement in our schools during the past year. 

The failure of the sheriff to pay our teachers promptly has been, 
and continues to be, the greatest hindrajice to the successful working 
of the free school system in this county. 

TEACHEBS' ASSOCIATION. 

Three meetings of the Fayette County Teachers' Association were 
held during the year, and a greater interest in its work manifested 
than during the previous year. However, not more than half tlio 
teachers attend its meetings yet. 

Falls district had seven schools of four months each, and paid No. 
1 teachers, $4:0 per month. 

In Kanawha district, nine schools of four months each were taught. 
The highest salary paid teachers in this district, was ?36. 

An excellent frame school house has just been completed at Kana- 
wha Falls. 

Fayettevillo district had twenty schools of four months each. This 
district paid §40 per month for Xo. I teachers. 

Mountain Cove district had twont^'-three schools, averaging nearly 
four month.s each. Salary of Xo. 1 teachers, rS2S. 

Sewcll Mountain district had eighteen schools of four months each. 
Highest salary paid teachers, §'^5. 

At Quinnimont, a largo and neat frame f-chool house wa.s built this 
year— the best, perhaps, in the county — at a cost of 8535. 

Seventy-two certificates were granted during the year. Fifteen 
teachers received ;No. 1 certificates; twenty-six, No. 2; twenty-six, 
So, 3, and five, No. 4. 
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TEACHEBS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATESw 



W. A. Amick .^ 3 Mrs. M. E. Haddlcston 3 

J. A. Bennett ^ 4 L. D. Isbell - ^ 1 

ii. W. B-.werrt 2 C. F. Johnson. „ 2 

Miss MoUic BiMwn ^ 2 W. J. Kirk. « 2 

ML-? A. C. Carroll ., 4 J. R. KoonU 2 

W. G. Callowav 3 J. t\ Lore - « 1 

J. C. Cavendw'h 2 S. H. Love » 1 

W. H. OnifHrf... - £ L. F. Meador 1 

C. M. Crist IGeo. W. McClung- 1 

A. F. Cnxikshaukt- 3 \V. S. MeCutcben.. 3 

A. O. Darlington. « 310. M. Miller 2 



W. B. Dean •„ - 3 

MImM. E. Dews. 1 

A. R. Dic-kersoo 2 

J. W. Dicker.*.n _. 2 

i:. P. Dorr : 1 

J. A. Earg 3 



W.C. Miller ^ 2 

P. W. MitcheU - 2 

W. H. MontgomerT*. 3 

E. R. Morgan 1 

Mrs. M. A. Morgan 3 

J. C. Osborne 3 



I). B. Easley x 1 J. D. Paxton. 2 

T. W. Farlev. 2 C. H. Phipps 8 

W. J. Farr 1 W. H. Kennick 2 

Miss E. J. Fhmajpn 3 S. C. Rigg 3 

11. A. Flanagan. 3!E. M. Sandige 2 

J. R. FonL 2 R. B. Settle... 3 

Miss Minnie .v. Hagermao 3.\V. R. Settle 3 

Mit*-* Sue M Ifagerman 2,C. A. S. Svden&tricker 1 

J H. Hardv. 2jE. M.Thurmond 3 

.). T. Ilardv 2 Aliss A. B. Tollr .*. 3 

O. L Hardy llj. A. A. Vandale 2 

Mrs. V.F. Harrow 2'M. Van Pelt. 2 

E. B. Hawkin-i. 4:M. D. W;Uker 3 

N. C. Htn.irick 1 M. M.Warren. 2 



M. F. Ilenrv ., 3 

H. C. Uill...'. 3 

Rt>wlana ll'.ll 3 

Mis^ V E. ifill 2 

W. B Donaker 4 



A. C. Williams 3 

W.J. Wno*l 1 

L. M. Woolwioe. 4 

Morris Wriston 2 

Miss Virginia Young 3 



GILMER COUNTY— Levi JonxsoN, Sup't 

The reports of the several boards of education this year show that 
there were 1,450 pupils attending school during the} ear, and out of 
that number there was a daily average attendance of 1,081. We 
have now fifty-eight sub-districts in the county, and have fifty school 
houses completed, and two under contract not yet completed, which 
will be ready the first of December, so that schools can be taught in 
them this winter. This leaves six yet to be contracteil for and built. 

We have expended this year, in building, the sum of §1,195.18, 
and for other purposes chargeable on the building fund $71G.48, mak- 
ing the sum of 81,911.66, and for teachers the sum of $5,147.23, mak- 
ing an ag^^regate sum ot $7,058.89. 

Our percentage of attendance at schools, I regret, is less than it 
should be. Our county is yet sparsely settled in portions of it. The 
schools aie mostly taught in the winter which prevents a great many 
small scholars, who live at a distance from the school house, from at- 
tending. 
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There is an increasing improvement in the grade of our teachers 
this year. We have twenty-eight graded No. 1, fourteen No. 2, four 
No. 3, five No. 4 and one No. 5. 

Should the normal schools continue a few years longer, (and I hope 
will always) wo will have a class of teachers that will compare with 
any State in the Union. The uncertainty of their continuing has 
been a great dr£^w-back on the attendance at those schools. The Leg- 
islature should certainly niake some permanent arrangement to cariy 
them on, at least, for a number of years. We see already that great 
good has been accomplished by them in giving us a uniform, system 
of free schools in our State. 

TEACHEftS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



A J. Ryner 1 

W. S. Stumps 1 

E. Chenaworth 1 

W. M. Arnold 1 

Mi««s Adelia Reitzo 1 

Miss Verna Webb 1 



P. D. Hannah 2 

B. W. Meadows 1 

A. G. Stringer 1 

Miss Sarah L. Brauman 1 

John A. Dunlap 1 

Mrs. Ann M. Cox 1 



Samuel F. MeCiuug : llMiss Julia Hays 1 



Homer L. Ewing 1 

Charles Holt 1 

Wm. M. Bennett 2 

Warren L. Cain 1 

Mintes J. B<>ggs 2 

D. S. Coberly 2 

A. J. Coberlv ',^ 



A. S. Britten 1 

A. O. Britton 

Isaac C. Eugle 4 

Howard A. Withers 2 

Nathan Coberly 'S 

John C. Kirkpatrick 4 

Minor Hurst 5 



Jonathan Griffin IjCajTB. Bush 2 

Asa B. Harris 2Mrs. M. E. Kincaid 4 



D. B. Lovott 2 

M. C. Hall 1 

Asa B. Bush 2 

Fernando F. Bush ] 

Sylvester A. Crip 3 

James B. Bush 1 

Taylor C. (rillospie 1 



Miss Louisa Fredoick 8 

Miss Amy R. Havs 1 

Silas F. Reddel....: 4 

James H. Boilon 2 

Alexander Rice 1 

Miss Mollie Cather 2 

Henry ('. Lookney 2 



A. Judson Woofter 1 North F. Orvis 1 

W. W. Burk 2' Marks Cox 1 

B. F. Zahn 4; Jasper Norman 2 



GRAl^T COUNTY- C. M. Babb, Sup't. 

One Independent District (Ilarmaii) has furnished me no report 
vrhatever, and after many unavailing efforts to get required informa- 
tion from it, I have been forced to send my report, which though 
apparently about complete, yet is not nearly as accurate as it should be. 

^Notwithstanding the obvious defects of our school system, I am 
gratified to be able to state that on the whole there has been a notice- 
able advancement of its interests in the county. The most serious 
drawback, and the one which deprives it to some extent of the favor 
of the public, is found in the fact that the schools are rather poorly 
attended, in proportion to the number enrolled. Tax payers com- 
plain that their money is spent for the purpose of hiring teachers to 
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do nothing, whilo the children get no benefit from it. The passage 
of a compulsory law would be hailed with delight by a majority of 
our heavy tax payerR. 

That the Bchool officers receive no remuneration for their services- 
has the efl'ect of keeping the most competent men out of office, and 
thi8 is another serious drawback to the success of the system. An- 
other is the existence of those unmitigated swindles, Independent 
Districts, by i^eason of \^hich the poorer class of people situated in 
the more inaccessible parts of the county are obliged to pay a tax on 
the $100, large in proportion to that borne by the men of means. 

Our corps of teachers this year is, I think, an improvement upon 
last, and I might publish quite a list, worthy of honorable mention, 
for ability and faithfulness in the performance of duty. 

You will observe that in the financial part of my report, there are 
some entries covering amounts paid the pheriff as commission on the 
teacher's fund. This, though regarded as irregular, has been done by 
order of the different Boards of Education, and as no space was left 
on the report for any such transaction, I have inserted it. 

TEACUERa AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATICS. 



I 

Mifls JanieC. Aller 2 F. V. Idlemaa .3" 

Miss Marv E. Allen 2TJ. T. I^e ^ i 

William Jireon li William Lcntz 3 

B. F. Cassudy lIMiss M. C. Lvon 2 

L. I). CliUord (colored) 2 Joseph Mav .— 

T. K. Clifford (colon-d) 4 William >fay 4 

Solomon Clark SjS. B. McNemar .3 

T. W. S. Foley 3j David Morcland 3 

Bunj. Fu'.ik 3 John Moyors 2 

B. II. Funk 2J Cornelius Parsons 1 

MlHsEti.ma Funk 2'.Tolin R^iudebush 2 

J. D. C. llanna IJL V. .*<eyniour a 

Miss LibMo Harris ]:.T. T. ShillinRburg 4 

Jesse Uays 1 iGeorgo Sliirk 3 

J. M. lliik-ary :j, Jacob Shobj 3 

Jonathan Hisor 3' J. M. Siover 3 

W. 1». llollen -Sic. W. Sites 4 

J. L. Flott 2'J. II. Strother 2 

H. W. Kuhn «, Dennis Weimer 3 

A. B. Tonkins .s'Fi.rtcscue Whittle 1 

J. C. Judv 3| 



GKEENBRTKR COUNTY.— Wji. H Lr.wis, Siq^t. 

1 regret to say that my continued efforls to obtain an cnlircly cor- 
rect report lor tiie whole county have not been successlul. With the 
exception of one district, I believe the financial reports to bo reliable. 

In Williamsburg district one house was destroj^ed by fire, supposed 
to be the act of an incendiary. This has been rebuilt, and now there 
dro ten houses in the district. The schools are kept in session six 
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^months in the year. The secretary coald not make a correct report 
of the condition of the finances in this district, as the sheriflf failed to 
^settle with the board of education. 

In Blue Sulphur there are fourteen sub-districts with thirteen pjood 
houses, an^ one under contract to be built this year. The schools are 
kept open only four months in the j'oar. It might bo well to say 
here, that all the districts in our county have only four months school 
-with the exception of Williamsburg and Lewisburs: districts. Lew- 
isburg independent district has been having eight months school un- 
til this year. The white school will run only four months this year, , 
from the fact that they are building a house and cannot complete it in 
time to have a longer session. I think that the schools will be open 
at least, six months in nearly all the districts in this countj'', next 
year, as the majority of our people arc manifesting a greater interest, 
in the system this year, than usual. In Meadow Bluff district there , 
are fifteen sub-districts with sixteen houses. I have not visited the 
•schools in this district but will visit them this year. Lewisburg district 
has six sub-districts and as many good, comfortable houses, well seated 
and a school of six months in each. The finances are in a healthy 
condition. There is about the sum of 81,000 in the hands of the 
sheriff left over from last year. White Sulphur district has five sub- 
districts with six white and one colored school, all of which I visited, 
and found good houses and well seated, with the exception of one or 
two. The secretary kept his books much better this year than usual. 

Anthony's Creek district was without schools this year, as the levy 
was voted down. Irish Corner district is divided into three ^ub-dis- 
tricts; has three good houses. This district has the advantage of a 
high school, called "Second Creek Hisrh School," organized by indi- 
vidual enterprise. Eev. Lyle, principal. Arrangements have been 
made both at this and at "Frankford High School" (in Falling Spring . 

district) by which the free school pupils within reach, attend them. 
Falling Spring has fourteen sub-districts with thirteen houses; I vis 
ited ten schools in this district and found the most of them doing well. 
There are several dollars in the hands of the sheriff, at this time, due 
the district. Fort Spring has six sub-districts with eight houses — one 
built by it, is now included in Lewisburg independent district — one .■, 

built some years since by subscription and dedicated to public school ■' 

purposes, was sought to be sold by one of the subscribers to its erec- 
tion, by suit in chancery. Th« suit has been decided in favor of the 
board of education. I would now in the close of my remarks recom- 
mend to the several boards of education in the county the propriety 
-of offering larger salaries for No. 1 certificates : This will induce good 
teachers to come to the county, and it will also act as a stimulus to ■ 
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our youii;^ leaciiers — or it may bo done b^' reducing tho salaries on 
the Jowcr grades witlioiil increasing the cost of the schools in the 
count}'. The law now intikos it the duty of the boards in the county 
to lix the salaries to be paid for the different grades of certificates. 
This, I think, is right; but I also think that those salaries should be 
unitorm — that is, the same salaries should be paid for the same, or like 
grades in all the districts in the county. But this is difficult under 
existing circumstances, because the boards act independently ,of each 
other in making their levies, each board having in view the price it 
intends to pay, hence tlie difficulty. Again, the value of the land and 
personal property in some of the districts is so much greater than that 
of others, that the tax-payers in the more wealthy districts are en- 
abled to raise their funds by a levy less than one-tenth of that paid 
by the poorer districts. 

If it is right that taxation should be uniform for one purpose, I 
know no reason why it should not be so for another. Taking this 
view of the subject I think it would be wise in the Legislature to 
change the law in this respect, and make this a county tax instead of 
a districi tax; a;;d I believe it might, with the same propriety, be 
made a state tax. 

TEACIILRS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



A. M. Matics 1 Thos. G. Mann 41 

Jno. D. D. HaKland 2 Wni. X. Correll 1 

Henry L. Watts 1 Lavin Rupert 2 

L. E. McWhorter 1 W. T. Butcher 2 

Jas. T. Rucker 1 (J. W. Law 4 

M. U. Caldwell 2 S. E. Gilmer 3 

J. W. Ilinkle 1 Mis3 S. E. Harford 3 

C. Scott Laren 8 Ja«. W. Hr-drick 2 

John WaVl 3 E. S. MeCluug 1 

Horace (r. Miller, (col) 3'Jno. H. Caraway... 2 

B. Y. Perkins, (col) 4 R. A. Kincaid 1 

Thomas Bright 4 J. P. Slocuni «.... 1 

Wm. H. Parrot 1|W. R. Jennings 1 

G. K. Nelson i;Geo. J. Thonipsou 1 

W. C. Walton liw. H. Bush 1 

S. Q. Aldersou I'K. G. Brownlec 1 

J. W. McDowell l;Henry Gilmer 2 

J. H. Dearing IIS.B. Miller 2 

P. B. Harrah 1 Miss P. A. NoveU 1 

Mathew C. McMUlion 2 Jas. S. Walker 1 

Samuel Hannah I'J. R. Alexander 6 

MissNanoie W. Patterson IjT. U. Bransford 2 

A. G. Flanvgau : 2|Samuel Snyder 2 

C. P. Keys, (col) 2. Geo. W. Law 8 

Annie Hirn, (col) 8;H. E. Becknejr 1 

A. K. Dysatd 2:D. M. Fleshman 3 

8. L. Smyth 2, Calvin H. Hannah 2 

Wm. Vanstavern 1 Miss Emma Jameson 3 

Miss Nannie V. Ransbarger llEdward Morrison & 

Miss Sarah C. McMillion 4j Alexander McMlUer „ 1 

J. R. Argahrite 4| A J.Crawford, (col) 8 

Harvey Lewis 3 Miss Lizzie Fry 1 



J. H. Argabrite 3 

M. G. Mvles 1 

8. B. Miller 3 

Jas. W. Hedrick 3 

W. H. Burno 2 



Wm. Deitz 2 

Geo. W. W. Jinkins, (col) 4 

O. A. Black 2 

W P. Ott 2" 

Jas. O. A. Deitz 2 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES-ConUnued. 



Miss Clara T. Lewis 2 

J. H. Miller -... 1 



.Tas. E. McClung 2 

\Vm. K. McClnng^ 2 



D. M. Floshman 4 T. S.Webb jt. 1 

G. B. MeKeniiy 2iE. B. George 4 

Calvin H. Hannah S'A. B. Burns 2 

J. H. Jjouderinilk SJB. F. Hodge 1 

J. M. Correll llj. M. Hodge I 

Scipio G. Armentront 2!MauriceL. Hurley 2 



HAMPSHIEE COUNTY— A. M. Alverson, Sup't 

Capon District is deficient in the teacher's fund in the sum of 
$68.94 ; this added to the total amount received in the county, 
$9,877.51, makes the sum $9,946.45, which is equivalent to $9,092.87, 
added to the amount on hand. $853.58 ; thus $9,092 added to $853.58, 
is equal to $9,046.45, showing the report to be (in itself) correct*. 

Four districts show a balance on hand ot building fund ; that is, 
Eomney, $12.31; Gore, $62.16; Sherman, $4.95, and Mill Creek, 
$26.41, making in all $105.83. This added to the whole amount ex- 
pended in the county, ($3 799.27, would make the sum $3,905.10. 
From this subtract the deficiency, which is, in Capon District, $67.93; 
in Springfield, $88.82; and in Blooraery, $339.17 ; making a total defi- 
ciency of building fund in the county of $495.92 ; thus $3,905.10 minus 
$495.92, equal to $3,409.18; the total amount received as per report. 

The total amount expended within this district of teacher's fund, 
for white and colored, is $1.546.37 ; and for children transferred from 
this district to Gore, there was paid to one school $77.95, and to an- 
other $45; making the whole expenditure $1,669.32. The amount ap- 
portioned to the whites within the district is $1,416.37 ; to this we 
add $77.95 and $45, which makes the whole amount apportioned to 
the whites $1,539.32. 

It will be seen by reference to my statistical and financial reports, 
that all the schools, with a few exceptions, have b6en kept in opera- 
tion four months during the year which ended on the 31st day of 
August last. The small average daily attendance is attributable to 
the carelessness and lack of interest on the part of parents, more 
than any other cause. 

I am happy to say that many of our teachers have improved very 
much in the two last years, and that the spirit of improvement 
among them is still increasing. The Normal Institute held at Eom- 
ney in July last, seems to have awakened the teachers, and some of 
the people, to a sense of their duty in educational matters. The zeal 

"^here being 816.54 due Capon District out of each fund of this (Bloomery District) it ieayee, 
when dedacteu, $442.49 for each fund accruing from levy. 
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with which they seemed to be inspired, enabled me to organize a 
County Institute, which I think will be well attended, and will aid 
materially in the instruction of our teachers. The free school system 
is gaining favor with the people of this county, but I do not think 
that some of the laws under which it is conducted are calculated to 
promote the best interests of the schools. The law which authorizes 
District Boards of Education, should be repealed, and in lieu thereof, 
the Legislature should establish County Boards; that is, one Board in 
each county, composed of one member from each magisterial district, 
and the County Superintendent of each county to be the presiding 
officer. By this arrangement the levies would be uniform throughout 
the county, and the prices fixed upon the different grades of certifi- 
cates would also be uniform, and it would produce harmony where 
^discord and confusion now rule. 

TEACHEBS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Miss Levinla Anderson SlDavid C. Pugh 2 

W.J. Alderton i;James W. Poland 8 

Jos. W. Alderton 3 'Benjamin J. Powell 8 

Mrs. Ara E. Alderton 3;Jasper N. Poland 6 

MissSallieE. Beery 3iA. N.Poland 8 

J. C. Clem 3:MitchelF. Poling 4 

Miss Laura Cluyton 1 Isaiah F. Powelsim 8 

Charles F. Poland 8 

Eugene W. Russell 4 

A. W Rusniyeelle 1 



Miss Clara K. Clayton ; 1 

Mrs. Mary E. Cochcran 2 

Arthur Id. Carter 2 

Ewin Cowgill 4;C. J. J. Reid'. 1 

William G. Combs 4' James R. Riley 8 

Alexander C. Cowgill % 2 Benjamin F. Richards 8 

Charles W. Draper 4'He«ry Rolls (colored) 8 

Jasper W. Doman 4.B. Taylor Smith 8 

Miss Etta V. Easter 4 BasU W. Shauholtzer 2 

W. Grim 1 John M. Snyder, Jr 1 

James F. Gardener 3 J. 0. Shauholtzer 2 

Miss Leonora W. Gooding 2 Daniel M. Shawen 2 

George Holt 2!Miss AddieE. Swisher .»« 2 

J. W. Hiett 5 John T.Thompson 2 

Warner T. High 3 John Tamkin 1 

Elijah Huflfman 2 Charles E.Thompson 2. 

John W. Hockman 2,GeorgoB. Throop 1 

Isaac N. Hockman 3|J. F. Tutwiler 2 

Larkin U. L. Henderson 3 ; Miss Annie Vandiver 2 

Edward C Vandivor 3 

J. H. Williams (colored) 2 

J. M. Ward 5 

E. A. Ward 6 

V. S. Wise 3 

Miss Lillie Waddle 2 

Miss L J. Warden 2 

John Wilson, Jr 1 

Josiah AVhitmore 2 

J. E. Widmyer 8 

B. F. White 6 

Charles N. Iliett - 



John W. Kline 3 

J. Inskeep Keller 3 

Frank P. Loy 2 

Miss Marv K. Kcckley 2 

Miss Ellen E. Kane 1 

Elijah McEntvre 2 

William K. M'arshal 1 

T. G. Nevitt 1 

James P. Nealis 4 

William C. Parsons 4 

Thomas D. Pugh 2 

David W. Pugh 3 
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HANCOCK COUNTY— H. C. Shepherd, Sup't. 

I see no cause to modify suggestions made in previous reports — all 
requirements of law have been observed, I believe, during past year, 
in due manner and time. The following extract from a leading jour- 
nal is worthy of attention by our law-makers : *^Our school system 
suffers by comparison with the school system of most of the Euro- 
pean nations in the following particulars : The qualifications of teach- 
ers and school oflSccrs ; the length of time during which school is 
sustained in any one year; the want of completeness or unity in the 
system, and the rotation in positions of teachers. In no other conn- 
try is it possible to find the teacher so deficient in all the necessary 
qualifications for the profession as in the United States. They too 
often lack not only the training, but also the education necessary to 
render them eflScient. The position of teacher is too precarious for 
any person of fair ability to make it a profession, and the salary paid 
is entirely too small. School directors are chosen almost entirely 
with regard to their personal popularity in their own districts, and 
too frequently possess little qualifications to render them respectable 
or useful in the discharge of their oflScial duties. The length of the 
school year is too limited, being an average of six or seven months. The 
position of the teacher, depending as it does on the whim of some local 
ignoramus, can but have a bad effect on the schools, as the teacher, to 
keep his place, has to subordinate his methods of teaching, the course 
of instruction, the school discipline and even his private conduct to 
the desire to please the directors." This is not pleasant reading, but 
no one will have the hardihood to deny it." If such be the judgment 
from exhibits at th« Centennial, in which the schools of the old 
States are largely represented, should not West Virginia seek to re- 
vise her system so that it may be in some measure free from above 
censures. Make what laws you please there will still exist those who 
will deny that a teacher has any rights that the wayfaring man is 
bound to respect, trusting that all needed reforms, in time, will be 
made. 
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TEACUER8 AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



E. D. Marshall 1 

Samuel McUlumphy 1 

C. H. Cowl 1 

J. W. Quiuii 1 

W. J. Huff. 1 

Ella F. Hums 1 

LIz.zioIvlio 1 

O. (i. Cami»l»oll ^ 1 

l^lle Morrow ». 1 

J. hZ. Wilkinson 1 

S. F. Marks 1 

Jonnio Korr 1 

8. C. Swouriiiijun 1 

A. M. Nieklo 1 

J. C. Minor 1 

W. (\ (Joltr>n 1 

Maggie J. <.''hHail>cr8 1 

W. B. Swtaringcn 1 

Auniii Welsh 1 

i^ucy E. Cow<!ll ^ 1 



Ella A. Cresswell.... 

Nancy Rayle 

W. J. liOi^e 

J. J. Whims A.... 

J. C. Lindsey 

George Griffith 

A. M. Jackson 

I). W. Wylle 

I David Wylie 

Josephine A. Wylie. 

Badie Foreman 

iMoUic Thompson 

; Irene Cunniugham... 

Byron Ball , 

S. G Martin 

Z. B. Sweariugeu...., 

Kate Hamlin , 

Mattie Chambers 

J. W. Lockhart 

Mary J. Scott 
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HAKDY COUNTY— George T. Williams, Sup't. 

I think our teachers, with few exceptions, are improving through- 
out the county where schools are in operation. In Lost River Dis- 
trict the vote on the question of levy or no levy was a tie, and conse- 
quently the Board of Education refused to lay a levy. I think the 
school law is lame, in that there seems to be no legal mode of deciding 
whether the levy be carried or defeated in case of a tie. So far as I 
am able to judge, the free school system is steadily 'growing in favor 
in the greater portion of our county. Lost Eiver has turned over a 
now leaf and carried the levy by an overwhelming majority at the 
election recently held on the question of levy or no levy, to raise 
funds, together with State apportionment, to carry on schools four 
^months during the coming scholastic year. I hope you will find the 
accompanying statistical and financial reports as nearly correct as 
might be expected under the circumstances. 

TEACHHIRS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Bettie (ramble 3 

Susan (icings 8 

Annie Fetzer 8 

Bettie Tildon 2 

Kate Gamble 3 

.Tooathau Pope 8 

Washington Varner 2 

W. S. Marshal 3 

Jane Shearer 8 

J. Brettiugham 1 

Noah Heihhman B 

Josepli Hawkins H 

Louis C. PJvcrly 3 

Comfort Ijobb 8 

Annie Daugherty ? 

Jacob A. Dasher 8 

H. W. Rolls M 4 

Hattio A. Newhouse 8 



P. H. Snarr 3 

John R. Hawse 3 

v. S. Wise 8 

D. B. Haines 3 

H. A. Pease 8 

Joseph H. Orndorf 4 

J. Hawkins Orndorf 8 

Thomas Kelley 8 

James Kellev 8 

W. Cowger 8 

James 8. Snodgrass '. 8 

F. IjOYvII 2 

Lucy Cunningham...^ 8 

Major J. Miller 8 

J. Domann 4 

Rosetta Cook 5 

Theodore Kimble 8 

WilUam Breen 8 
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HAEEISON COUNTY— J. K Adams, Sup't. 

It has been with great difficulty that I have made my report as full as it 
is. The blanks furnished to teachers are imperfect ; they require 
many things to be reported which are unnecessary, so far as the county 
superintendent's report is concerned. The most important particu- 
lars are left out. I would suggest that blanks furnished teachers^ 
trustees and secretaries be made to correspond with the blank reports 
for county superintendents, and that all blanks require neither more 
nor less to be reported than is required by the school law. 

Owing to sickness, I did not visit many of the schools last winter •„ 
but from the reports and information otherwise received, I am happy 
to state that our schools generally are in a prosperous condition. 

We report this year an increase of four sub-districts and four 
houses. We still keep up our Teacher's Association. It met last Au- 
gust at Shinnston. It was well attended and considerable int<>rest 
was manifested, but I have observed in these institutes that the teach- 
ers who are most in need of instruction, do not attend. 

I suggest that in remodelling our school law some plan be adopted 
that will require every teacher to do*instituie work. 

I have no suggestions to make with regard to changes in the school 
law, other than those contained in my previous reports, except I 
would suggest that our school elections be kept as they now are, free 
from all others. 

We have in our county three independent districts and ten districts;, 
the said ten districts contain one hundred and four sub-districts. We 
have one hundred and eight school houses in which schools were kept 
during the past school year at an average of over four and a half 
months. 

We employ one hundred and thirtv teachers, at an average salary 
of $37.23 per month. Wo also employ three colored teachers at an 
average salary of 835.75 per month. 

• We had on hand at the commencement 6i the past school year, 
$4,317.77, teachers fund, received from levy $14,968.10; from State, 
$6,941.17; from other sources, $1,071.17, total $27,298.28. Paid ta 
teachers $22,506.61, leaving a balance on hand of teacher's fund 
$4,350.67. 

We had on hand $2,694.26 building fund. Keceived from levy $7,- 
341.05; from other sources $504.50. Total, $10,599. 81 ; expenditures,. 
$8,317.24, leaving a balance on hand of $2,282.57. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



T. L. Wrigh; 2 

Thomas Patton 1 

E. L. Davi8 1 

W. B. Wimams...* 8 

C. W. Lynch 1 

B. Bertha Stout 1 

James P. W. McCormack 2 

W. A. Northcott 1 

J. W. Flannegan 3 

Mrs H. S. Prim « :... 1 

B. B. Pew 2 

M. L. Patterson 1 

M. Tolbert 3 

Columbia Bassel 2 

Maltie Bassel 2 

£. S. Darisson .1. 1 

Helen V. Holden 2 

E. J. Sturm 3 

George W. Williams 2 

E. C. Tctrick 2 

George P. Jones, Colored 2 

J. J. Spencer 3 

Miss P. HcrudoD 2 

OUa Cost 2 

Ella Short 3 

B. F. Martin ^ 1 

Colombia A. Denham 1 

J. J. Long 2 

George B. Scott 1 

H. (x, Lawson 2 

L. H. Eddlebute 1 

Lillian Furgeson 4 

Alice S. Garrett .". 2 

B. B.Robinson 4 

W. R. Jewell 1 

A. D. Law 2 

8. R. Jacob 2 

E. J. Skidmore 3 

A.J. Douglass 2 

Marcellus Sheets 2 

Columbia Kirby 4 

Sallie Holden 2 

W. 8. Meredith 1 

F. M. Davisson — 1 

Benjamin Ramage 2 

Robert E. Lawrence 2 

J. M. M. Bcnedum 1 

Hugh Romine 2 

M. £. Lawson 2 

8. B. Wolf 1 

F. W. Martin 2 

Dudley Moore 3 

E. M. Corpening, Revoked 1 

J. H. Holt 1 

C. E. Hedges 8 

John C. Rcxroad 2 

Miss M. Vincent 2 

Floyd G Brown 2 

John Romine 2 

Waldo W. Payne 2 

W. C. Jones 2 

A.J. Davisson 2 

W. A. Stum 2 

H. M.Tetrick, Revoked 2 

Melville Sturm 1 

John P. Davisson 2 

FracisR. Young 2 

Olivia Payne 8 

Miss L. M. Kayser 2 



F. M. Harbert , 

J. W. Vandevvort , 

Samuel Farris 

J. W. Wheeler 

Sophronia Booth 

Amos Bright 

W. S. Smallwood 

Burton D. Rose 

Delia Martin 

Lovetta Pepper 

A. P. Corder 

John Q. Harrison 

H. C. Fordyce 

J. R. Parry 

J. P. Varncr 

J. W. Swiger 

O. P. Hansford 

8. G. Wadsworth 

J. S. Piggott 

.1. C. Lawson 

P. M. Long 

Nani Everett 

A. J. Floyd 

L. D. Hall 

Theodore F. Romine 

A. R. Hopkins 

J. F. Ogden 

J. M. Davisson 

MoUie Swisher 

Penelope Powell 

Ella A. Freeman a 

Mrs. M. A. Burdick 

Rev. C. A. Burdick 

John H. Benedum 

J. E. Curry 

E. G. Harbert 

T H. Lowther 

D. D. Garrett 

S. G. Swisher 

Colwell M. F. Randolph. 

George L. Piggott 

S. A. Cavalier 

Howard Gather 

.lessee Hannah 

Lillian Davidson 

Ellen Eib 

J. C. Kemper , 

J. S. Hammond 

Peter Hammond 

Rebecca J. Fuvner , 

Anna Fuvner 

J. M. Sturm 

R. M. Orr 

V. G. Orr 

C. H. Ice 

John A. Gawthrop 

Burgott Swisher 

C. M. Boggess 

Alexander Kuhn 

C. S. MoLure 

Rachel Bowen 

W. N. Edgell 

Charles A. W. Sheehy.... 

K. L. Towles 

.I.R. Helraick 

Herce Sidebottom 

Nellie Barnes 

Henry A. Swiger 
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JACKSON COUNTY— Lewis YouNa, Sup't. 

It is not necessary for me to recapitulate and state here the number 
of schools taught, etc., as so many former superintendents have done^ 
but I will say that we have a splendid corps of teachers in this coun- 
ty. Their zeal and energy in the cause of education, their own im- 
provement- and the intellectual and moral culture of the youths of* 
the county is not excelled by any other class of teachers in the State. 
The free school system has had a fair trial, and is now established on 
a firm footing. The results of the working of this system can be seen 
all around us. Within the walls of the most humble cottage can be 
seen bright and intelligent children, who are being educated in our 
schools, that might have remained in ignorance, and grown up in ob- 
scurity, had it not been for the free schools. Issuing from town, vil- 
lage and farm-house may be seen young ladies and young gentlemen 
with minds well stored with useful knowledge obtained in our com- 
mon schools, and entering upon the grand and responsible profession 
of teaching. 

As an evidence that it has been a success in this county, allow me 
to say that in the early history of the system here we were compelled 
to obtain our teachers from abroad ; now we have those who have 
been educated in the common schools of this county to conduct all our 
schools. True, we yet get some teachers from other States, but the 
consequence is that some of our own teachers are thrown out of em- 
plo3'ment. I do not think this is as it should be. I think that the school 
officers should encourage native teachers by giving them employment 
in preference to those who come from some other State. 

I have no changes in the present school law to suixgost. When I 
look at the results obtained lam inclined to say let well enough alone. 

TEACHERS AND .GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATP^S. 



A. 11. Parsons I'A. C. H:irflev 1 

J. T. 0. P.irsons li.I. A. Currv.'. 9 

Mrs. L. E. ^^tout 1 Tiorcp L -ivitt 3 

J. W. t>tratto:i A .Icniii.- Miles 2 

M. V. Bowles ;^;MmU!oL'i1I 2 

M. E. MiMcho:i:l ai Adle La-nlev 1 

M. J. Monwi 2;Mllii Hii-.ni>hri>y 1 

W. (f. U.ior 2!R. B. Howard 1 

T. O. M-Kown 2;D. ??. Gftu lee 2 

liizzio M;i^uiro , %\\7. H. C*.iiii(*v 2 

(Irof^k A. Chase 5!R. B. Pickens 1 

M. r. Stewart 5i.I. D. Stanley (deceased) 3. 

Addison CHst.- 5IT. J. Meeks 6 

G. A. Dftvia SiMark Cox 2 

A. B. Reedy 5|D. H. Brown 8 

W. C. Dunlap « „ 3 J. E. Kountz 5 

J.A.Cole 2 J. T. Stephens (colored) 4 

a M. Colo 3 E. B. Young 2; 
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TEACH EES AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES— Continued. 



W. A. Rankin fi 

A. T. Maddox 21 

fi. W. Kin)i 2' 

Maggie Knight 2| 

Lizzie R^iKorH 2. 

W. S. McKay 3; 

Otho M. Stone 2| 

J. M. (^rney 2j 

W. A. CJarncy 4| 

.7. M. Silaz 3: 

W. P. Kerwowl 3, 

W. II. Maddox 3! 

J. O. Martin 1' 

J. T. Corbiu 5i 

N. DutDold 4| 

Rebecca Hrown 4 

Mattie Haldey 5] 

Clara Kennedy 1 ; 

Ruth K. Johnston 2 

Lettie Lewis 2 

Rhetta Mclaughlin (docoa^jcd) 2 

AugUHlufl Allen ^ 2 

Aletha Fl«;niiug 1 

Molvina Allen 3i 

Joanna Ramsey 5 

J. R. Smith 1 

R. IL Hughes i 1 

C. M. Cole 2 

J. A. a>lo 1 

Adi Ranier 2 

C. E. Ward 2 

S. M. Rose 2 

J.W. King 2 

L. M. liohcrts 2 

Ella G. Tidd 2 

G. T. l)ou.4lJUj.s 1 

Anna Taylor 1 

Linda Webster 2 

V. W. Luavitt 3 

J. II. Kaer 1 

D. S. (iau lee 3 

W. H. Price 2 

C. H. Flinn 5 

J. W. Stratton 3 

J. W. King, Jr 5 

J. K. Kountz 5 

D. I). Karr 1 

Early Carder 1 

Wiiliiuu Slecth 3 

T. A Savre 5 

P. H. Slavons 3 

W. H. O'Brien 2 



J. W. Brannon 1 

J. W. Smith 2 

C. R. Poling : 8 

W. S. Duff. 5 

S. G. Waugh 5 

S. L. Parsons 3 

E. H. Fllnn 6 

W. D. Keeffer 1 

J. H.G. Winters 1 

Rebecca Brown 2 

William Sleeth 2 

J. D. Clinton 3 

Charles (>)a8t 8 

Jennie Briscoe 1 

8. E. Duer 8 

George Carter 1 

rr. H. Duff. 2 

Marv Camahan^ 2 

Dav{d Knight 1 

W. C. Dunlap 2 

Lo!>nder Miller 1 

G. A. Davis .' 3 

J. A. Johnston 3 

Fannie Hayes 2 

Charles Tresige 2 

J. P. Kines 2 

E. Ilutton 1 

Miss Bell Hutton 2 

W. L. Hughes 1 

D. W. Newton 2 

H. P. Holbert 1 

R. D. Hardesty 2 

A. Maddox S 

J. T. C<trbin 3 

W. A. Carney 3 

W. S. Duff. 3 

A. B. Keedy ,. 8 

J. M. Carney 1 

W. L. Pullins 2 

E. H. Mclaughlin 1 

J. a Davis 

S. W. Davis 

E. (ratf-s 

J. T. Stephens 

C. R. Comi<t<»ck 

J. D.Stanley 

S. S. Maddox 

S. Kiser 

A. Harj>oId 

W. A. Smith 

Thoma:s Dewith .■ 



JEFFERSON COUXTY— John Hess, Supt. 

Free schools are, by no means, a new thing to the people of this 
county. Under the provisions of an act of tlie Slate of Virginia, 
establishing free schools in the counties of Frederick and Jefferson, a 
system of free schools was adopted by a majority of two-thirds of the 
voters of Jefferson county in 1848, which continued in operation un- 
til 1861. It was «, simple and efficient law, and gave general satisfac- 
tion. And though our present system differs much from that, but few 
of our citizens are opposed to j^ublic schools, and as the system im- 
proves, and the management of our schools and school funds grow 
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better, the system will increase in public favor, and when the officers 
and teachers discharge their respective duties with efficiency, all op- 
position will cease. 

The character ot our schools is improving from year to year. The 
teachers are now better prepared for their work, and the people are 
becoming more interested in the schools, and select better men for 
school officers. The several Boards of Education of our county are 
composed of our very best citizens, and generally perform their duties 
well, but many of the trustees, though intelligent and good men, fail 
to visit the schools, and make the reports which the law requires. It 
is impossible for the County Superintendent to visit regularly and 
frequently all the schools in the county, but it trustees. Boards of 
Education and literary men in the vicinity of schools would visit 
them occasionally and report the result of their visits to the Super- 
intendent, he would, in this way, be kept informed of the wants of 
the several schools, and be prepared to meet them. t 

There are 42 schools in the county, 32 white and 10 colored. There 
are employed in these schools 33 white and 11 colored teachers. Most 
of these teachers are natives of the county, and those that are not 
have been teaching in the county for a number of years. This, in a 
great measure, accounts ior the popularity of our schools. Our peo- 
ple appreciate native talent, and prefer home teachers, and those edu- 
cated in our own schools. I visited all the schools of the county ex- 
cept one, and found the most of tbem in good condition. But few 
changes have been made in the teachers this year. 

Ko county in the State, I presume, has done, or is doing as much 
ior the education of the colored people as this, though it is one of 
those counties called "rebel." 

STORER COLLEGE. 

This is an Institution for the edncalion of colored persons, and is 
located at Harper's Ferry, in this county. It is in charge of the Eev. 
N. C. Brackett, as principal, with several assistants, and is in a highly 
prosperous condition, doing a good work for those whom it is intend- 
ed mostly to benefit. Of the ten colored schools in this county five 
or six arc taught by graduates of this school. They manage their 
schools remarkably well, nnd arc encouraged and sustained in their 
work by the whites, who show a great interest in the education of 
the colored people of the county. 

The great hinderance to the prosperity and efficiency of our 
schools is non-attendance. In some districts more than one-third of 
the children enrolled never attend school, and in others the attend- 
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ance is very irregular. Yarious reasons are assigned for this, such as 
'^ the want of books/' ^-must keep children at home to help do the 
work," "the want of suitable clothing/' &c. I think from observa- 
tion that much of the non-attendance could be remedied by each 
county ov district levying a small tax, say two mills, for the purpose 
of furnishing each school with all the books it might need. Could 
such a plan be adopted, the complaint of non-attendance, in nine out 
of ten cases, would, in my opinion, in a great measure cease. 

SHEPHERD COLLEGE. 

My report would be incomplete without giving a statement of the 
origin, progress and work done by Shepherd College, a branch of the 
State Normal School, which has added so much to the eflSeiencv of 
our public schools. 

This school is located at Shephcrdstown, in this county, and went 
fully into operation as a Xormal School September 9th, 1873. 

The buildings are commodious, well ventilated and admirably ar- 
ranged lor school purposes, consisting of a main building 75x40 feet, 
two stories high, built of brick, with a portico, and surmounted by a 
cupola containing a large clock ; to this building were subsequently 
added two wings, containing each two rooms 24x16 feet. The build- 
ing occupies an eminence near the centre of ihe town, and is sur- 
rounded by large and ornamented grounds. The whole property is 
valued at about $45,000, and has been fitted up, furnished, and devo- 
ted to school purposes without any cost to the State. 

While the county seat was at Shephcrdstown this property was 
used as a Court House, but in February, 1871, the county seat having 
been restored to Charlestown, Prof. Joseph McMurran applied to Mr. 
Potor Brooks, the owner of the property, for the use of the buildings 
for the purpose of opening therein an English and Scientific school. 
Permission was readily granted, and the property leased to a board 
of trustees at a nomindl rent, for a term of years, and renewable as 
long as used for the purpose specified in the lease. 

The school was named " Shepherd College." in honor of the late 
Hezin D. Shepherd, who owned the property, and had erected the 
main building. The school was opened September 2, 1872, bj' Prof. 
Jos. MeMurraiJ, with two assistants and 47 pupils. The principal and 
trustees feeling the groat want of a school that would give more at- 
tention to instruction in the English branches, and the practical 
branches of a scientific course, determined to make tiiis an interme- 
diate school, between the graded and high school, and the more ad- 
vanced collegiate and scientific schools, and to open it to both sexes. 
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They saw too, that the State needed juBt such a school to co-operate 
with tlio other schools of the State, in developing her material inter- 
ests and improving her system of public instruction ; and in order to 
become more fully identified with the State system of instruction, 
application was made to the Legislature to establish in said College 
a Normal School. An act was passed by the Legislature February 
27th, 1872, and approved, establishing in Shepherd College a 
branch of the State Normal School, but the act was not put in oper- 
ation until November 2l8t, 1872, when the State Board of Eegents 
formally organized the school. The next Legislature, however, by an 
act passed February 14th, 1873, amended the former act, placing the 
school under a different Board of Eegents, but before this act went 
into operation it was repealed by an act in the "Amended School 
Law," passed April 12th, 1873, and the school again placed under the 
State Board of Eegents. ■ Owing to these several changes in the leg- 
islation on the subject, the school did not get fully under way as a 
Normal School until September 9th, 1873. 

THE WORK IT HAS DONE. 

The first year, 1873-4, it had 145 pupils in attendance j 78 ladies 
and 67 gentlemen. There were graduated this year in the normal 
course 12 ladies and 9 gentlemen ; of this number 14 are either now 
or have been teaching, though many of them were pay scholars, and 
did not enter with the intention of becoming teachers. The second 
year, 1874-75, there were 160 pupils in attendance, 78 ladies and 82 
gentlemen. There were graduated this year, in the normal course, 17 
ladies and 11 gentlemen ; of this number 6 are now teaching, and 
more would be if they could obtain situations. Many of these wero 
pay scholars, and did not enter with a view of fitting themselves for 
teachers, but were induced to engage in teaching by the training they 
had received, and familiarity with the work. 

The third year, 1875-76, there were in attendance 136 pupils, 60 
ladies and 76 gentlemen. There were graduated this year, in the 
normal course, 11 ladies and 16 gentlemen; of this number 3 are now 
teaching, and others failing to obtain situations have returned to 
school to fit themselves for higher positions in the profession of 
teaching. 

Wherever 1 have met, in my oflScial visits, teachers from this 
school, 1 have found the school in good order and prosperous, and the 
patrons and pupils anxious to retain their teacher. 

I have attended the examination of the pupils, and can speak 

knowingly of the thorough work the school is doing in preparing 

5 



I. 



M FREE SCHOOLS. 

UtixvAutVH for our public schools. It is infusing new life into our schools, 
and in of givtvt help to our school work. It has shown that there is 
Hiich a thing as "professional training" for the teacher's work, and 
that thijy are under better teachers by such training, which, added to 
cxi)i»i"iiMico in the school room, gives teachers a great advantage over 
those who have to depend entirely on experience for their training. 

This school is progressive in its manner of imparting instruction. 
Tlio old methods of confining the recitation to the questions and an- 
HWors in the text book is abandoned, and the pupils are trained to 
Iramo thoir own questions and answers. 

In the year 1872-73, in which the school was opened under many 
(liHooura^onionts and difficulties, the income from tuition was $666.75, 
and it rocoivod trom the State $2,000, 

Tito uu)st of this fund was used in fitting up the building, and heat- 
in^ tho roonts, &c., for the anticipated increase of pupils. 

In tho your 1873-74, the rates of tuition were $10, $15 and $20, and 
I ho inoomo this year from tuition was $1,154.50 ; and received from 
11)0 Stato nothing, 

l\\ tho yoar 1874-75, the rates of tuition were fixed by the Eegents 
at $*J0. $1*5 and $32, and tho income from tuition was $1,667.61, and 
I'oooivod trom tho State $1,500. 

In tho yimr 1875-76, the income from tuition was $1,925.65, and re- 
ooi V od t Von\ t ho Stato $ 1 ,000. 

Thoro havo boon employed in the school since September 1873, 
oai'h yoar, tour toaohors, three male and one female, at an average 
rtulnry \>t' $SOtK Tho salaries wore fixed by the Board of Eegents, but 
U»o uu\ouut8 pivmisod havo only been fully paid for one or two years, 
tho Ivmohors running all risks, and receiving only such salaries as the 
turvMuo \»t tho school will pay. 

Tho pivsont 808sion, 1876-77, has opened with about 80 pupils, and 
I ho u\M\khor, I havo no doubt, will reach 100 or more by December. 
Uiuloi' iho avluurablo management of Prof. McMurran and his able 
H't'iinhwUs, (ho school is so well organized and classified that the sev- 
oviil olassx^s \*an ho taught with great efficiency and thoroughness by 
lh\^ lv*uohorMomployod»aud the whole managed with little trouble. 

Am I ho huilvlin**s» 4*rouuds, and fitting up the school rooms have 
o«» A \\w S\i\{\'^ nothings and she is at no expense in keeping them in re- 
|i.m . ^>ho \au ill atVor\i to lose this great advantage to her educational 
iuit^vo»itM i\\\\\ jHihlio school system in this part of the State, by failing 
(i> m;iKo >u^n\o juvvision to remunerate the school for the amount of 
\\\^\\\ \\ \\.\H \Km\o, and is still doing, gratuitously, for the State, in 
|M»l».u \\\\\ loavhors tor hor public schools, and affording tho moans of 
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a higher education to many worthy and promising youths, who would 
not otherwise have an opportunity of continuing their studies. 

When the teachers trained in this school are a little more advanced 
in age, which is the greatest ohstacle in the way at present, their ser- 
vices will be sought after, to take charge of our public schools. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



C. W.Cooper 1 

J. A. Shirley 1 

H. C. Evans 1 

L. E. Scott 1 

MaryE. Garrett 1 

Cassia G. Hains 1 

Fannie V. Miller 1 

T. N. HiU 2 

H. Chillson 11 

J. T. Butler (colored) 1 

W. 8. Barnes (colored) 2 

C. Wainwright (colored) 2 

W. Rhues 4 

R. B. Garrett 1 

B. W. Cook 1 

J. A. Irving (colored) 3 

J. W. Kirk (colored) 4 

Mrs. E. Schunkee 1 

Mrs. C. G. Haines 1 

Miss F. v. Miller 1 

Miss A. Cross 1 

MissE. M. Snader 2 

MlssN. P. Loughlin 1 

MissM. F. Strider 3 

G. A. Long 1 

J. A. Shirley 1 

J. A. Brooks 2 

J. K. Johnson 3 

E. Schaeffer 3 

W. M. Deck 1 

T. N. HUl 2 

T. W. Lightner 1 

W. W. Barnhouse 1 

G. H. C. Bachus 1 

Mary E. Franklin (colored) 1 

J. R. Clifford (colored) 1 

J. T. Butlor (colored) 1 

J. W. Kirk (colored) 4 

W. W. Grimes (colored) 2 

L. L. Page (colored) 2 

W. A. Arter 1 

W. A. Thomas 2 

J. A. Irving 3 

J. H. Trussell 1 

E. H. Reinhart 1 

J. H. Triplett ^ 2 

T. W. Laitimer 1 

Miss A. Butler 1 

Miss M. B. Garrett 1 



R. C. Bragonier 1 

Miss M. E. Sybole 2 

J. P. Hess 

R. H. Ryon 

L. C. Strider 

H. Chillson 

J. E. Mason (colored) 

C. W. Cooper , 

James A. Shirley , 

H. C. Evans 

L. E.Scott 

T.N. Hill 

J. R. Johnson 

R. B. Garrett 

T, W. Lightner 

G. H. C. Backus 

R. H. Ryon 

T. W. Latimer ., , 

J. P. Hess , 

E. H. Reinhart 

H. ChiUson 

J. H. Trussell 

J. Barry. .'. 

C. F. Castleman 

J. D. Fayman 

A. E. CockereU. 

A. B. Davis '. 

E. J. Williams 

W. D. McNulty 

B. W. Cook 

Miss A. Butler , 

Miss N. O'Loufrhiin 

MissM. E. Sibole 

Miss F. v. Miller 

Mrs. C. G. Haines 

MissM. B. Garrett 

Mrs. P. Schonkee 

Miss A. Cross 

L. L. Page (colored) 3 

J. Turley (colored) 2 

W. A. Arter (colored) 2 

W. W. Grimes (colored) 8 

W. A. Thomas 2 

W. L. Barnes 2 

C. Wainwright 2 

J. T. Butler 1 

W. Rhue 4 

J. A. Irving 5 

J. W. Kirk 4 



KANAWHA COUNTY— Martin Hill, Sup't. 

I take great pleasure in congratulating the people of the county 
that this year has been one of great prosperity to the schools, and 
while the cry of '-hard times" may have had a tendency to retard the 
material wealth of the county to some extent closing tne avenues of 
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iiidiisirii's, 'Hir fariuic^'s :iiiil inini's, yotour free schools have boen cx- 
ti'iidiiii; tliiir sphere ol iisi'iulnoss with unabating Zealand dctermi- 

nation. 

A ri'rii*wc'«l iiiteivsl has hivn manifcstod by cur citizens in promot- 
ing thf wol thr-..' of tlicsi' instiliilicjn.s of learning which should be 
gratilyinLT I') "vrrv frii-iid of c'liK-alion— every lover of his race. 

(.)iir t.iii.li'.r- liave vorv LC'MU'rally shown an interest and cnthusi* 
asm in tli«ir wo.i'k that entitle llu'in to our highest consideration 
ami Irati rn:ii risjic'Ct ; and the people honor thcin for all their labors 
of lovv" au'l duty bestuwiMl ui)on their children. 

In smiic p»»rti«>ns of tlnj countj', the children have been sorely af- 
flicte<l with di.-roasc, which has seriously alFcctod their attendance at 
schocd ; 3'rl the facts show an Increase of attendance in the number of 
l)ui>ils this year over that of past years that is in the highest degree 
gratifying to all the i)eople. 

It is to the zeal, cnerg}', and ability of our faithful and efficient 
teachers that the satisfactory and gratifying progress of our schools 
must be attributed. It is to the work of such teachers tbat we are 
indebted for the firm hold that our free schools have upon the public 
mind ; and it is upon their shoulders that the future destiny of our 
country and of our civilization rests. This class of teachers always 
welcomes the visits of the school officers, and are pleased with the 
closest inspectioii of their school management, knowing that **it is by — 
their works we are to know them.'* With pride and satisfaction cai 
I point the people to our faithful and devoted home teachers^ and com- 
mend them for the good they have accomplished, and for their cheer 
f ul compliance with my general plans, so that, in the language of th»- 
law, "uniformity in the course of study, and methods of instruction e 
ployed have been secured, as far as practicable, in all the schools, r 
spectively." For the purpose of improving the condition of teache 
and schools, soon after I was inducted into office, a call was publis 
ed to the teachers, inviting them to meet for the purpose of orga" 
izing a County Teachers' Association. To which about fifty>five p 
sons responded, teachers of both sexes, professional gentlemen, a 
friends of education, who at once organized and adopted a consti 
tion and proceeded to business. They have been productive of gr 
good to the cause, inspiring the members living in various parts oft 
county to form kindred District Associations, which have proven to 
valuable auxiliaries to the general cause, and in awakening an int 
est in behalf of free schools hitherto unknown in their localities — bl 
ing the entire neighborhood. I trust the time may never come wh 
our teachers will lose confidence in the importance and necessity 
these Associations as patent instrumentalities for the improvement 
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their schools, and tho elevation of the profession ot teaching. But, 
like all other human a£:encies employed to benefit our fellowmen, 
these Associations cannot exist without material aid. Heretofore, no 
assessment has been made upon the membership to pay for suitable 
instructors and lecturers at our meetings, and thus far, they have 
been paid for such services out of m}'^ own limited means. I have 
never asked assistance from any of my fellow -teachers to aid in this 
matter, because a majority of them are compelled to teach for a small 
salary, and cannot, without embarrassment, contribute means for this 
purpose. As the law requires that supei*intendents encourage the 
formation of these Associations for the improvement of teachers, 
. it is to be hoped that the Legislature will so amend the law as to 
permit one-half the fees charged for the examination of teachers to 
be applied to the paj'ment of instructors and lecturers of these Asso- 
ciations, under the direction of the county superintendent. Impor- 
tant and necessary as are these Associations, they are by no means 
tho panacea for all tho numerous evils incident to the free school sys- 
tem. I believe the most important and necessary instrumentalities 
for the success of the system, are the normal schools of the State. 
They are achieving results far-reaching in extent, and sending a 
corps of thoroughly qualified teachers who are living down the noisy 
opposition of mere partizans, and the narrow views of many of the 
professed friends of education. 

To eijcourage the youth of the county during the year, I offered a 
reward, Webster's Unabridged Dictionary, to that pupil who would 
present, through his teacher, the fairest and best report for punctual- 
ity, scholarship and deportment during the term. Quite a handsome 
number of these reports reached me, all of which were exceedingly 
gratifying, meritorious and worthy. The fullest record received was 
from Prof H. N. Nash, teacher, recommending Miss Addie Clarke, of 
Charleston District. Accordingly, the prize was awarded to her at 
the close of the public meeting of the Association, July 14, 1876. 

Within the year, I visited one hundred and fifty schools, and found 
the most of them in a very good condition, well supplied with buck- 
ets, brooms, blackboards, shovels, pokers, &c., suitable for the accom- 
modation of the schools ; but I regret to say, that I found in a few of 
them a lamentable neglect of these necessaries, and on careful exam- 
ination, I found that the difficult}'' was occasioned by and between the 
supposed powers of the boards of education and the trustees. 

To obviate these occurrences, it is to be hoped the Legislature will, 
this winter, j^ass a law which shall prevent tho possibility of such 
troubles,* which now produce so many disastrous results, and foster 
many vexatious neighborhood difficulties. 
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A majorit}' of tho schools were well managed ; good order, neat- 
ness, prompt and cheerful obedience, hard study, and excellent schol- 
arship were clearly manifested. In a few, I found a low grade of 
scholarship, some disorder, and a w^ant of proper discipline. I am 
free to say, however, that in the rural districts more regard was given 
to good morals and manners than was manifested in the towns and 
villages. Why this should be so, I am at a loss to say, and let others 
determine. 

A number of good, new school houses has been built within the 
year, affording better accommodations to the youth, combining a 
greater number of natural advantages, with an eye to neatness, con- 
venience and health, and beauty of location, which have been occu- 
pied by live teachers, who have secured a regularity of attendance, 
thus increasing a school interest among the people ; the good effects 
of all of which are apparent to the most casual observer. During 
the next year, despite the tightness of the times and the strenuons- 
ness of monetary affairs, quite a number of school houses will be 
built in this county. 

Without being considered a dogmatist, I think our system, as a 
whole, is too complicated ; and believe that the machinery of it should 
be characterized by as much silnplicity as is compatible with its ef- 
ficient action. 

Some changes in the law are loudly demanded. In addition to 
those before named, we suggest that there should be three trus- 
tees, instead of one, as at present. Our people dread a "one-man 
power." We recommend that only twenty days be required for a 
school month. In addition to the branches now required by law to 
be taught, I recommend physiology and book-keeping. In many of 
the States these studies are pursued in the free schools, giving great 
satisfaction to all concerned. Is it too much to hope for, that our no- 
ble Mountain State, young though she be, may not be brought, by 
legislative enactment, to the point of keeping step with the progres- 
sive spirit of the age ? Truly this is annus mirabilis ; and happy is 
he who partakes of its spirit, and contemplates the countless bless- 
ings and sublime hopes it confers upon him who appreciates its be- 
nign influences upon his fellow man throughout Christendom. I 
am not insensible of the fact that, notwithstanding all my well- 
meant endeavors to do some good to the county schools, to whose 
interests I have ever been ardently attached, I still feel that much 
remains to be done; that a man in this position, in order to be of 
great use to others, must be familiar with the free school system of 
this and other States, and with the habitudes of thought, feeling, and 
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action of those Who are most actively employed in their prosperity 
and maintenance, so as to be fully able to render available the minu- 
tiae of their arrangements, and with special modes of instruction, 
which can be gained alone by personal inspection, and can never be 
shadowed forth in a written report. Between a mere composition, 
however able and grand, and this full, fresh, and breathing knowl- 
edge, there is the same difference as there is between a marble statue 
and a living man. The greatest desire I have is to be able to pos- 
sess, in some degree, this rare endowment, that I may be of greater 
use to the educational cause in the county. For such purposes I 
shall be continuously employing those powers of mind and thought 
which have been bestowed by the All-Wise upon one of the least 
worthy of His creatures. 

To the teachers, school officers, and friends of education generally, 
who have kindly, promptly, and generously aided me, on my annual 
visitations, I return unfeigned acknowledgments of gratitude; trust- 
ing that in God's good providence we may be unitedly enabled to 
achieve much more good, and be the means of conferring greater 
blessings to the cause of learning the ensuing year than we have 
hitherto done, is my sincere desire. 



TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



E. M. Aults 1 

C. P. Dorr 1 

J. W. Holstein 2 

G. A. Maston • 2 

C. M. Crist 2 

J. Zeigler 1 

Marias. Gillespie 2 

M. T. Burden 2 

J. A. Snell 2 

J. v. Henderson 3 

Lacy T. Steele 1 

W. E. Chilton 1 

Virginia B. Adkins 3 

W. A. Noyes 2 

E. R Thomas 2 

P. W. Mitchell 2 

J. E. Hofifman 1 

J. T. Lanham 2 

G. I. Gillespie 2 

Wm. Thaxton 2 

S. D. McGormack t 1 

J. C. Bray 1 

J. C. Warner 1 

C. C.Johnson 2 

Isaac Ross 2 

Harvey Morris 4 

G. M. Crista 2 

L. W. Bowers 2 

Wm. Davis 1 

Sarah Traub 2 

I. C. Counts 2 

Leatha M. Bowles 2 

W. C. Steele 1 

J. H.DiUard 4 

J. P. Kelly 2 

L. D. Holatein 3 

J. H. Cooper 2 

• 



0. T. Thomas 2 

Morris Griffith 1 

J. W. Kirk 8 

Lucy M. Clark : 1 

Flora Armstrong 1 

M. S. Vanhorn 1 

S. H. Campbell 1 

M. H. Eplin 1 

1. S. Lavender 1 

Maria Grow 2 

H. B. Rice 1 

J. P. Kelley....; 1 

C. B. Graham 1 

M. D. Shoflfer 8 

M. Strauss 2 

W. Fields 1 

S. B. Johnson 2 

W. B. Cummings 2 

.1. S. Bowen 1 

I. Bannister 1 

B. Spence 2 

P. Bannister 1 

S. Aults 1 

A. T. Mairs 2 

A. Dulin 1 

A. Irwin 2 

J. B. Mairs 1 

I. B. Elswick 1 

I. T. Sneeden 1 

H. H. Young 1 

.Tasper Young 1 

Livy Walker.... 1 

M. Mathews 1 

S. Staunton 1 

T. Swinburn 1 

S. S. Webb 1 

B. T. Washington 1 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES.— Continued. 



R. R. Putney 2 

8. Chapman „ ^. 1 

Belle DaShield 1 

Julia McFarlaud 1 

Emma Allen a ^ 1 

F. P. Swunn 1 

Ellen Buffi ngtou 2 

B. 8. Padan 1 

H. T. Woodey 1 

L. Proctor 8 

Charles Hill „ 1 

R.)land Hill 2 

Virginia Hill 2 

E. S. Walker 1 

N. J. Spriggle 2 



S. Crouch 8 

8. White 2 

Emma Walker 1 

F. N. Lynch .'....... 1 

Mary Lynch 9 

A. C. Wilson 2 

Moses Hall 8 

B. A. Melton 2 

Benjamin Slack 1 

M. Harden 8 

S. A. Motley 2 

B. L. Dui! 2 

W.T. M lam 2 

C. V. Holatein 2 

Addie Walker 2 



P.S. Jaikson 2;W. P. Oarapbell 8 

Charles Martin 2iE. B. Slack 2 

E. B. Morgan lUlarvy Morris 8 

W. R. Jouea 1 M.Carter 4 



L. C. Rose 1 

W. I. Grow 2 

J. H. Lvnch 1 



1. 1. Ashley 1 

E. BarreU 4 

W.Terry 5 



T. H. \Vhite 2 L H. Kinnison 1 

G. B. McClanahan 2;T. E. Melton 3 

R. F. Paine 2|G. A. Keynolds 2 

A. M. Boone 8 



LEWIS COUNTY.— G. W. Crook, Sup't, 

The statistical part of this report is, in the main, correct ; but I 
cannot vouch for the financial, as I think no human sagacity can tell 
anything about it — and never will till a settlement is had with the 
sheriff and respective boards. 

Some of the secretaries bungle their books-most shamefully. 

I would have assisted the erring ones in preparing their reports, if 
1 could have derived any intelligence from their books, but believing 
that I knew less about them than they did, I thought it better to let 
them decipher them the best they could. I have called their atten- 
tion to the form as laid down in the late edition of the School Law, 
for keeping financial accounts of this class, and I have authorized its 
use, which I know it adopted, will relieve them of much embarrass- 
ment in the future. 

With regard to the schools, sir, I am happy to report, that every 
school house in the county was occupied last winter for the full term 
ot four months, save those in Collin's Settlement district, which v^ere 
required to suspend one week short of the specified time by reason of 
pecuniary embarrassment — an error having been made in laying the 
levy. For the present season, the levy has been laid in all the school 
districts, with the intention of continuing the schools for the required 
term. 

Oar teachers are steadily improving. I think their efforts are 
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highly commendable. Some attend select schools — some the Normal 
schools, while others find their way to the different colleges and 
seminaries both in and out of the State. I regret, however, to see 
many of our better class of teachers leave the ranks for other fields 
of labor as soon as favorable circumstances present themselves — only 
making the profession of teacher a stepping stone for something bet- 
ter. The greatest impediment in the way of successful operation in 
the school system which I have observed, is on the part of the parents 
in not sending their children to school regularly. It is astonishingly 
strange to witness the manifest indifference on the part of so many 
people in reference to the free school system. The enumeration as 
reported for 1875 ; exceeded 3,800 pupils, or children between the 
age of six and twenty-one. Now, during my visits to. the country 
schools last winter (and I visited every school in the county except 
one and that was not in operation in the winter season, and several 
twice,) I found less than 1,800 pupils in the school room ; and the 
statistics of this report show, — even including the independent dis- 
trict of Weston — an average attendance of Less than 2,000. 

I blame the teachers to a great extent for this limited attendance, as 
I think they are not as earnest in their labors in trying to secure 
greater attendance as they should be. I am doing all I can to in- 
crease the attendance the coming winter. 

The V^eston Graded School opened \A September with Prof. Louis 
Bennett as Principal, aided by a corps of two male and four female 
Assistants — among whom is found as first assistant, Prof. James J. 
Peterson of the Morgantown University. Prof. Peterson is a grad- 
uate and a fine scholar. 

A few of the country schools have opened, and I think by the 15th 
of the present month a majority ot them will be in operation. 

The building in Hacker's creek, Freemans creek and Skin creek dis- 
tricts will soon cease for a time, as these districts discarded log houses 
early in the campaign of free schools of this county. Court House 
and Collin's Settlement, however, have comparatively few frame build- 
ings ; and I fear it will be some time before they will be replaced with 
better buildings. 
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TEACHERS AND GARDES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



MisaBlddlp (Jroene 3 

Miss Virginia Hefner ^ 8 

Miss Mintic Clark .^ 3 

J. P. Aliman 1 

F. O. Brown 1 

C. C. HcrHHian 1 

S. W.J. Bailey 1 

John (?. Rcxroad 2 

T. H. KomiK'r 2 

O. C. Ijawson 1 

J. A. Strailev 2 

J. T. Mundoll 8 

A. C. Hattcrmau 1 

Samuel I^rvntz 2 

Frank McKinley 2 

G 8. McWhorter ^ 1 

Alice Brown 8 

Francis Taylor 2 

L. A. Bond 2 

C. L. Rohrbaugh 2 

J. D. Siinraous 2 

R. A. Moffitt 3 

Miss LiTszic Morris 2 

W. B. i^sher 2 

C. H. Fisher 2 

Jas. E. .Tarvis 2 

Jas. C. Fisher 3 

William Darlington 2 

Miss Maggie Lorentz 3 

G. V. Forinash 1 

Patrick Fahev 4 

Miss Manda I^^orinash 2 

Miss Lucie SpaldiDg 3 

Miss Mary Spalding 2 

Miss Alice Forinash 2 

H. M. Hardnian 2 

DaTid Gla88c>ock 3 

Reed Powers 3 

S. W. Linger 2 

L. 8. Wetzel 1 

MissZ. E.Bruffey 1 

J. 8. Dean 1 

C. L. Brown 2 



J. W. Bruffey 8 

G. A. Helralck 3 

Miss Ella M. Townsend 1 

W. S. Hammer 3 

John Morrow 2 

S. G. Yoke 1 

Miss Cora Wilson 2 

J. S. Hall, (Ex-Supt) 1 

E. T. Craig 1 

Charles McCutcheon 3 

L. H. Hall 1 

W. H. Greene 1 

J. 8. Shepler 1 

8. G. Bird 6 

E. L Hall 2 

Miss Lizzie Cook 2 

W. B. Linger 4 

John E. Hall 2 

W. F. Powers 2 

C. A. Powers 2 

E. H. K ester 2 

J. M. West 2 

Hamilton Crites 1 

Miss Mary Collins 8 

Miss Mary Melvey 4 

W. B. McGary 2 

Miss Kate Cook 2 

B. T. Mulvanney 5 

Wm. G. Harrison 1 

R. T. Gillooly 4 

R. H. Watson 8 

J. L. Freeman 2 

J. F. Freeman 1 

P. P. Flint 1 

J.J. Kemper 1 

A. T). Law 1 

C. F. I^w 1 

Bridget McDonald 4 

A. N. Dodson 2 

R. L. Cobum 2 

Dexter Peterson 2 

^TB. E. M. Gibson 2 



LINCOLN COUNTY— T. M. Vickers, Sup't. 

Lincoln county is divided into eight districts, Sheridan, Jefferson, 
Laurel Hill, Hart's Creek, Carrol, Union, Washington and Duval, You 
will see from my statistical report that Hart's Creek and Jefferson con- 
tinued their schools only three months. The board laid the levy to 
the extent of the law, and that with the State fund were not sufficient 
to continue the schools longer than three months. 

I visited the most of the schools last winter, and found the majori- 
ty of them in a prosperous condition. The school at Hamlin taught 
by Professor W. W. Baker, was delayed until the firstof January, caus- 
ed by the new school house not being completed until that time. A 
number of the teachers whoso schools had expired became pupils dur- 
ing the term. 

We had three select schools taught during the summer. One at 
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flamlin, by Professor B. B. Curry ; one at the mouth of Sugar Tree, 
by Professor C. McCallister, and one at Flat creek, by Professor W. 
E. Chilton. A goodly number of those who were teachers during the 
winter joined those schools and made great efforts for general Im- 
provement, and I think that it will be but a short time before Lincoln 
county, can boast of as good teachers as any county in the State, pro- 
vided they are not compelled to seek other fields of operation on ac- 
count of the sheriflT's claiming to have no school money, in order to 
shave their paper. It is a lamentable fact that paper on districts that 
have money in the hands of the sheriff can be bought at one-third dis- 
count. 

Carrol district has more than twelve hundred dollars in the hands 
of the sheriff for which the board of education has brought suit in 
the circuit court. 

We had a vacancy in the board of examiners last fall, caused by the 
death of John Clark, and the school law being silent as to how such 
vacancies are to be filled, it caused considerable contention. 

All of the districts have made the required levy for this year. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 






Miss Almeda Chapman 2 

Miss Alice Chapman 2 

L. S. McCoy 8 

John Thornton 2 

John Pullen 3 

J. P. Harmon 3 

Ira Pinkerman 4 

R. V. Powell 3 

J. H. Morrison 3 

W. W. Baker 1 

Gordon McCallister 1 

William McKeuder 

J. C. Black 3 

David Showalter 4 

L. W. Simpson 

A. C. Hilbert 2 

J. M. Marcam 3 

J. H. Swann 2 

Rufus Stowers 4 

MissE. A. Stone 2 

Miss Alice Dingess 2 

S. W. Oxley 2 

W. A. Smith 3 



MLss Ellen Smith 8 

G. J. Kayser 1 

Floyd Counts 6 

Miss Jennie Brown 2 

George McGhee C 

William A. Carroll 4 

J. V. Henderson 2 

Timothy Smith 2 

J. S. Jenkins 2 

B. B. Curry 1 

Marion Jonnson 1 

Griffin Kennison 8 

A. W. Austin 2 

Miss Eliza Harrison 3 

John May 2 

Miss Rachel Thornton 2 

John Pearson 2 

Wm. Pearson 2 

Mrs. Octava Adkins 2 

William Heck 2 

G. W. Smith 2 

Harrison Griffith 2 
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LOGAN COUNTY— J. W. Stafford, Sup't 

TRIADELPHIA DISTRICT. 

Triadelphia District contains thirteen sub -districts. Nine schools 
have been in operation during the year for a period of one-and-a-half 
month's average, with an aggregate cost of three hundred and eighty- 
two dollars and ninety-one cents. 

The financial condition of this district is satisfactory. The secre- 
tary's report shows a balance on hand of teachers' fund at the end of 
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the school year of seven hundred and thirty-two dollars and forty- 
ci^lit cents; also a balance on hand of building fund at the end of 
school year of fifly-cight dollars and ninety-two cents — making a to- 
tal of eight hundred and ninety-one dollars and seventy-seven cents.. 

LOGAN. 

Logan district is divided into fourteen sub districts, having thirteen 
schools, with an aggregate of thirty-nine months taught during the 
present school year, with an aggregate cost of thirteen hundred and 
fifty- nine dollars and twelve cents. This Board has provided by 
levying and building comfortable houses, and most of the trustees are 
endeavoring to hire the best teachers they can procure for the schools. 

CIIAPMANSVILLE. 

Chapmansville District has nine sub-districts, with a good school- 
house in each, built from the proceeds of levies upon the property of 
the district.. This district voted the levy last August for the purpose 
of carrying on the schools during the present scholastic year. 

HARDEE. 

Hardee district is divided into eighteen sub-districts, with eighteen 
schools, aggregating forty-two months. It has sixteen tolerably com.- 
fortablc school houses. The Board has made a levy for the purpose 
of building the other houses, and for repairing also. 

MAGNOLIA. 

Magnolia District contains eight sub districts, with six school- 
houses. The number of schools taught are six, with an aggregate of 
twenty-two months. The aggregate cost of each pupil was seven 
dollars and sixty cents. The financial condition of this district is 
good. The secretary's report shows a balance of seven hundred and 
fifty -five dollars and twelve cents ; also a balance of building fund 
amounting to one hundred and nineteen dollars and forty-two cents. 

CONCLUSION. 

It is with much satisfaction that I report a healthier state of public 
opinion in connection with our free*school system. Education is be- 
ginning to exorcise the minds of our people to a considerable degree. 
They recognize the fact that we live in a progressive age, and, to keep 
pace with the progressive spirit of the day, the minds of the young 
should be cultivated and developed— jhence a marked change is taking 
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place in our midst, which will eventaally redound to the intelligence 
and prosperity of our county. Our motto is now Bxcclsipr, and, as 
the waves of a strong sea are irresistible in their onward course of 
destruction, so will education, as a great tidal wave, swqej^ from our 
midst ignorance, pauperism and vice. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



William A. Lee 2 

L. D. Dempsey 5 



Xatbaniel P. Browning 4 

G. M. Ball 2 



Inman Goldsmith 4[Jame8P. Moore 8 

Miss Mmerva A. Brisden 2: John F. Aldridge 2 

Isaac H. C.Christian llMrs. Ida J. McDonald 4 

John Covert liC. H. Luke 1 

W. H. Black l! James S. P. Stafford 2 

Lorenzo 1). Dempsey 'A\Dt. M. Howard 2 

James Chapman SiCharlos L. McDonald 1 

Joseph H. Ball 3;Edward A. Bowles 2 

Gilbert M. Ball 3 James J. Christian 2 

George E. Bryan 2 William O'Brien 1 



John B. Floyd 1 

J. A, Casady 1 

Levi Evans 2 

Wesley Stollings ^ 1 

James A. Justice ^ 3 

John P. Justice 3 

W. 8. Brown 8 

MissB. E. Deskins 2 

Elijah Stone 2 



W. H. Harris 1 

Lewis Dempsey 1 

Samuel Stollings & 

Jacob E. Toler S 

P. G. Buchanan 8 

MalchiStatcn , 8 

Perry G. Altizer * 

John Collins 8 



MAEION COUNTY— J. M. Sattbrpield, Suft 

The following statements, together with the usual statistical and 
financial exhibits, are respectfully submitted as constituting my re- 
port of the condition of free schools in Marion county, for the year 
ending Au^st 31, 1876. . 

The secretaries of the boards of education have, at this date, all 
reported, thus enabling me to make out my report in due form. For 
this act of promptness upon their part, as well as for the regularity 
with which they have discharged their duties generally, during the 
year, they deserve much credit. Their reports, though containing 
numerous small errors, which I have been enabled to correct, are, I 
believe, as full and complete in every particular as, with the data 
they could command, it was possible to make them : and I flatter ray- 
self that I have compiled from them as perfect a report for the coun- 
ty as has yet been sent in to your office. I do not claim, however, 
that my report is entirely free from error, for imperfections of some 
sort or other, under existing circumstances, are only to be expected ; 
but it is believed that the errors it contains are quite few, while it is a 
comfort to know that, year by year, in reporting the operations of 
our system of public instruction, we may approach nearer and near- 
er to accuracy, as that system itself becomes more and more perfect. 
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Tbo cauHC of cdacation in our county continues steadily to advance, 
and we believe the hearts ot our people to-day are more firmly unit^ 
to our publico schools than ever before — that the two have become so 
strongly wedded that their asseveration, in whatever manner pro- 
duced, would be an act of such violence as would cause our better 
citixens to mourn and refuse to be comforted. It is acknowledged on 
almost all hands that a sj'stem of free education has wrought for us 
as a county and part of a State, a chain of the noblest results, 
which could not otherwise have been obtained — ar» intellectual wealth, 
that returns in way of public benefits, ton-fold for every expenditure 
incurred. So convincing in their favor has been our experience in 
connection with common schools, that there remains among us but 
few actual enemies to the system ; and-lhe time is not distant, 1 ap- 
prehend, when all will have become its true friends. Grrumbling in 
conse<iuenco of conceived heavy taxes, and the oft-repeated beart- 
ttaying, uttered in the act of meeting their taxes — "it is a gift by 
whatsoever you may be profited, &c.," — will be no longer indulged. 
Tlio people are comprehending as never heretofore, that the educa- 
tion of the young and rising generation is a debt they owe to society 
at large ; and wherever this truth has found way to their hearts, 
their equitable portions of that debt are discharged without a mur- 
mur. May the time hasten when not a single individual shall fiEiil 
to feel the full weight of the obligations he is under to foster and 
support our free educational institutions ! 

Wo had taught in our county the past year 108 schools, distributed 
over the districts, and sustained for the term according to the annex- 
ed showings: 

Mannington district, with an enrollment of 1,368 pupils, and an 
average daily attendance of 820, controlled thirty-one schools at a 
total cost of J5,791.57. The average cost of education per scholar in 
this district was 85 19 ; and the number attending school, about eigh- 
ty per cent of the eniimeration. No. 1 teachers were allowed 832, 
No. li, 8:U), No- 3, 827. No. 4, 824, and No. 5, 820 per month. Twen- 
ty-six males and five females teachers were employed, at an average 
salary per month of 830.19. 

Lincoln district sustained nineteen schools, footing an enrollment of 
775 scholars, and averaging a daily attendance of 471. The total ex- 
penses of the schools in this district wore 83,849.21. Sixteen male 
and throe fomalo teachers taught the schools, receiving an average 
monthly salary of 831.22. Thirty-ono dollars wore allowed for No. 
1 tosiohoi-s. 829 for No. >, 827 for No. 3. 825 for No. 4. and 820 for No. 
5. About oighty-oii»ht per cent of the enumeration attended school, 
and the cost of education per pupil was 84.91. 
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Union district taught eleven schools, enrolling 544 scholars and av- 
eraging a daily attendance of 388. Eight males and three females were 
employed as teachers, receiving an average monthly salary of $39.53. 
This district allowed $38 for first grade teachers, $35 for second grade, 
$32 for third grade, $27 for fourth grade, and $22 for fifth grade. 
About seventy-nine- per cent, of the enumeration attended school. 
The cost of tuition per pupil being $5.60. The total expenses of the 
schools for the year were $2,783.30. 

In Winfield district which enrolled 405 pupils, and made an aver- 
age daily attendance of 235, were taught eleven schools, at a total 
cost of $1,71)1.19. First-class certificates commanded $36, second- 
class $32.50, third-class $29, fourth-class $25, and fiflh-class $17. Eight 
male and three females teachers taught the schools at an average sal- 
ary per month of $33.37. Seventy-three per cent, of the enumeration 
attended school and the cosf of education per scholar was $6.27. 

Pawpaw district expended $2,009.24 in maintaining her twelve 
schools, which enrolled 535 scholars, and averaged a daily attendance 
of 377. Nine male and three female teachers were employed, at an 
average salary per moi^th of $32.00. No. 1 teachers receiving $33, 
No. 2 $31, No. 3 $28, No. 4 $20, and No. 5, $15. About eighty-seven 
per cent of the enumeration attended school, the average cost of edu- 
cation per scholar being $4.08. 

Grant District had taught within her bounds nine schools, costing 
in the aggregate $1,689.15. The enrollment was 328, and the aver- 
age daily attendance 208 ; the average cost of education per pupil 
$6.77, and the average monthly salary of teachers $39.11. This dis- 
trict employed no female teachers, but allowed for the several grade 
certificates as follows: No 1, $40 ; No. 2, $37; No. 3, $33 ; No. 4, $22 ; 
No. 5, $18. Seventy-six per cent, of the enumeration attended school. 

In Fairmont District are seven schools, whose total expenditure for 
the year was $1,133.37. This district enrolled 229 pupils, and made 
an average daily attendance of 150. The nun^er attending was 72 
per cent, of the enumeration, and the cost of tuition per scholar $6.16. 
First grade teachers were allowed $35 ; second grade, $30 ; third 
grade, $25 ; fourth grade, $18, and for fifth grade no allowance was 
made. Five male and two female teachers taught the schools, receiv- 
ing an average salary of $33 per month. 

B^airmont Independent District supported eight schools, which en- 
rolled the past term 371 scholars, who averaged a daily attendance of 
223* The total expenses of the schools for the year were $5,314.16, 
and the cost of education per pupil $9.16. One male and seven fe- 
male teachers were employed, whose average salary per month was 
$41.66. In this district teachers were not paid according to their 
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grade of certificate. About 66 per cent, of the enumeration attended 
school. 

The above figures show that the total expense of the schools in the 
county for the year, not inclading S300 paid to County Superintend- 
ent, were 824,361 .19; that the total enrollment was 4,555 pupils, and 
that the total number of male and female teachers engaged was 82 
an}' 26 respectively. It may also be seen that Lincoln District at- 
. taancd the highest per centage of attendance and Pawpaw the next 
highest, though the average daily attendance, compared with the en- 
rollment, would give to Union District the highest average, and to 
Pawpaw the next; that Fairmont Independent District paid the 
highest average salary to teachers, and also reached the greatest cost 
of education per scholar, while in Mannington District the average 
salary ot teachers was lowest, and in Pawpaw the cost of tuition per 
scholar least. The general average salary paid to teachers over the 
county was 833.93 ; the cost of education per scholar 85.19 ; the per 
centage of attendance, based upon the enumeration, about 78, and 
the total number of male and female scholars respectively 2604 and 
1951, 

GRADED SCHOOLS. 

In estimating our total number of schools at 108, as above, each de- 
partment in the several graded schools was reckoned. There are 92" 
primary schools and 5 graded schools at present in the county, the 
latter employing in the aggregate 16 teachers. The graded schools 
are located at the following places : Fairmont, Palatine, Mannington^ 
Farmington and Barrackville. That at Fairmont enrolled 300 pu- 
pils, and were taught a term of seven months, being in charge of J. 
W. May, Esq., principal, assisted by four lady teachers. That at Pal-" 
atine, enrolling 204 scholars, was taught eight months, under charge 
of Prof. William Gray, principal, and two assistant lady teachers. 
The school at Mannington enrolled 209 scholars, and was taught a 
term of eight months. It was respectively in charge of Messrs. C* 
A. Prichard and John A. Bock, as principal, the former resigning 
when the school was about half out and the latter taking his place. 
One gentleman and two ladies were employed as assistants. The 
schools at Farmington and Barrackville have each two departments 
and were continued each but a four months' term. The former en- 
rolled 121 pupils, and was taught by Mr. N. B. Morgan ; the latter, 
enrolling 78, was taught by Mr. N. C.Prickett, 
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SCHOOL BUILDINGS. 
N 

Oar school-houses, with but few exceptions, are convenient and 
comfortable, all of them being originally designed for school occupancy 
save three or four. These are too small and too unhandy for school 
purposes, and will in time be replaced by new and more suitable ones. 
Most of the houses are well furnished, quite a number of them being 
supplied with the patent cast-leg seat and desk. In Manniugton 
District, however, a majority of the houses are not yet furnished with 
even good wooden seats and desks. This is owing to the lact that 
this district extends over a large amount of territory, and has not 
been as able to provide for her schools and school -houses, according 
to their number, as most of the sister districts. Of late, however, I 
think her financial condition, comparatively speaking, is much more 
favorable, and ere long, no doubt, these old fashioned desks will be 
exchanged for new and better ones. One of the houses in this district 
was burned down about the middle of the school term, and so left the 
sub-district with only two months' schooling. It has been rebuilt 
during the summer, and stands ready for occupancy early the coming 
term. A joint house between this and Monongalia county was also 
consumed by fire in the midst of the school term. Here, however, a 
building close by was procured, and the school continued the full 
length of time. A house to be occupied jointly, as heretofore, will 
not be re-established, but specifications have been drawn for the 
erection of one somewhat removed from the site of the old building, 
within, and to be occupied solely by, the sub-district in Marion county. 
Our total number of school-houses at present completed is 97, while 
contracts have been let for the building of one or two others in addi- 
tion to the one mentioned above. 

TEACHERS. 

Our teachers as a class can be commended both for their attain- 
ments of scholarjdhip and for their devotion to their work. Their dis- 
position generally, seems to be to avail themselves of every advan- 
tage offered for their improvement, and to attain to a standing in the 
profession in which they shall be more useful and distinguished. It 
is true we have some who do not care to advance with the times ^ 
and who teach merely tor the remuneration offered, whoso services* 
prove ot little benefit to the community. Yet such teachers, I am 
pleased to note, are growing less and less popular, and one by one 
they are compelled to leave the profession as the people become bet- 
ter educated in.their conception of the true teacher and his work 
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Though our best teachers are not yet always those who please the peo- 
ple best, and thou<»h we may not look for such to be altogether a 
fact till some time in the future, yet our teachers to-day, are rated 
more in accordance with their real merits than at any time in the past; 
and wo may expect that same understanding by which they are now 
judged, further quickened, until honor in the teachers calling, will be 
accorded only to whom honor is due. 

teacher's institute. 

• 

There was held at Mannington, commencing August 7, and closing 
August 19, a teacher's institute, which, as you are aware proved a 
grand success. The attendance was very large, pleasantly surpassing 
the most sanguine expectations, and all who were present realized 
that it was to them an occasion of much profit. The institute was 
conducted by Professors F. H. Crago and T. M. Marshall, who won for 
themselves, as practical instructors, the best opinions of all attending. 

SCHOOL OFFICERS. 

Our trustees and boards of education generally, are worthy of great 
praise for the interest they have manifested in a faithful discharge of 
tho duties of their respective unsalaried offices. I am not aware of a 
single instance of neglect of duty by them the past year, while I be- 
lieve all are honestly laboring in behalf of what they regard as tho 
best interests of the cause. They show by their works that thej- are 
trustworthy friends of the schools, and the great interest they are 
taking in the cause ol education, as well as that manifested by the 
people generally, only goes to demand that our schools shall be estab- 
lished on a firmer basis, and thus become a more permanent institu- 
tion than at present, whose very existence is hazarded by that most 
unwise provision of the law which submits to the people statedly, to 
be determined by their ballots, the question of "schools or no schools." 
It is believed, however, that so overwhelmingly in favor of free 
schools will continue to be the voice of the people, that the powers 
that be, becoming ashamed of their great presumption that the peo- 
ple should ever vote down their schools and so outrage their greatest 
benefactor, will slyly, though wisely, repeal this uncalled for measure. 

VISITATIONS. 

I visited in person all the schools but one — that not being in oper- 
ation at the time I was around. This work kept me occupied from 
the first of December till toward the last of February ; and though . 
in many respects it was a laborious work, it was to me a very pleas- 
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ant one, and to the cause represented, I trust, in some measure at 
least, a beneficial one. Everywhere on my routes, I was kindly re- 
ceived by both teachers and people, and many were the pleasant ac- 
quaintances formed. Only a short time could be spent in each school, 
but during that time I endeavored to ascertain all I could as to the 
teacher's proficiency in methods of instruction, and the general char- 
acter of the school. Ordinarily, the teacher proceeded with the reg- 
ular recitations, while I listened, that I might in this way judge of 
his merits and demerits ; though frequently I found I could do better 
by calling out classes and hearing them myself^ — ^by which method I 
could readily learn how the recitations wore usually conducted. Be- 
fore leaving I most always made a few remarks to the school, pre- 
senting the claims of a good education, pointing out the obligations 
of the scholars, and exhorting them to diligence in the pursuit of 
their studies. 

EXAMINATIONS. 

Three public examinations occupying one day each, were held at 
the beginning of the school year— one at Fairmont, one at Manning- 
ton and one at Palatine. At these examinations were present in all, 
111 applicants who obtained certificates, besides a number of others 
who, having entered the classes, either found the questions too diffi- 
cult for them, or fearing they should fail, withdrew and were not ex- 
amined. In grading the certificates we followed the plan adopted by 
most examiners — namely, that of allowing fractional grades. The 
integral numbers from one to five do not with sufficient precision, de- 
fine the teacher's standing, and by introducing other steps into** the 
scale, examiners are enabled to grade much more satisfactorily both 
to themselves and to the applicants. By the scheme that recognized 
no fractions, two teachers may receive the same grade certificate, and 
go forth with like recommendations, and yet there may bo almost a 
whole grade's difference in those teachers' qualifications ; whereas by 
our method, these could not be more than almost a half grade's differ- 
ence, we employing no fractional grade but one-half The former 
method admits of too wide a range of this kind to obtain in the 
work of school teaching, in which every one should have (in way of 
compensation at least) all that justly belongs to him. But as fraction- 
al grades are not specified in the law regulating this matter, and as 
some of our boards of education are not ready to allow for these 
grades — always, as a matter of course, wishing to pay for the next 
whole grade below, rather than the one above — perhaps it would be 
best for examiners generally, in accordance with your late suggestion, 
to confine themselves to the whole numbers. 
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Oar examinations were, for th« most part, written, five qaestions be- 
ing propounded upon each branch, and ninety per cent, of them re- 
quired to be answered to entitle the applicant to a No. 1 certificate. 

CONCLUSION. 

After adverting to the several particulars as above, I feel warrant- 
ed in saying, in conclusion of this part of my report, that our schools 
are in good condition, with a fair prospect before them of continued 
prosperity. It is not denied that there still exist many obstacles to b^ 
overcome before the free school system in Marion county can have 
its complete triumph, but these obstacles are being gradually remov- 
ed ; and recalling all our past successes, we have no just cause for dis- 
couragement, but rather to renew our eflbrts and labor more zeal- 
ously in time to tome, that the victories achieved may be the more 
glorious. The rising generation are pre-eminently the friends of the 
public schools, and as the older element, in which is centered their 
present main opposition, disappears, as disappear it must, there will 
be continually increasing estimation of their merits, until they shall 
be justly appreciated by all. An inviting future certainly awaits the 
common school cause of our land, and we feel like congratulating the 
citizens of the coming age, whose grandest heritage shall be a per- 
fected system of free school education. 

TEACHEBS AND GRADES OF THEIB CERTIFICATES. 



L. K. McClure 3 Jennie Vangilder 2 

H. J. Cole 2 Jaiues Satterfield 1 

A. G. Hunt. 1 O. C. Kincald 2 

0. H. Meredith 1 John L. Lake 2 

John M. Hagerty ^.... 2 Thos. A. Nuzum '. 2 

C. A. Prichard 1 Wm. J. McAllister 2 



F. M. Fowler 1 

J. B. Fowler 1 

C. H. Morris 1 

C. M. Arnett 2 

E. 8. Amos 1 

Ella Harvey 1 

Ella Short 2 

John M. Arnett 2 

Jas. M. Fox 1 

C. T. Price 1 

8. R. Mercei 2 

M. J. Stewart 2 

Simon C. Parish 1 

Willie tthort 2 

M. M. Ross 2 

A. H. Hall 2 

P. K. Shuman...: 3 

John T. Beall 1 

Joel V. Carpenter 3 

W. S. Sharp 8 

J. C. Nav 2 

B. B. RoDinson 4 

Z. F.Davis 1 

D. M. Davis 2 

John A. Bock 1 

Sylvester Shaw...... 2 

J. J. Spencer 2 



Cyrene E. Bainbridge 8 

Emory Mercer 2 

Ellen Glover 2 

Theodosa (ilover 2 

John Johnston 1 

W. J. Price 1 

G. W. Price 4 

A. R. Wilcox - 2 

L. H. Wilcox 2 

S. K. Jacob 1 

Sallie Cotiaway 1 

Luella Maple 2 

Geo. W. Martin 2 

David Henderson 2 

L. R. Co laway 2 

A. 11. Hall 

John M. Hagerty. 
Joel V. Carpenter 

W. H. Martin 

Jos. L. Parish 

S. G. Ash 3 

William Dolen„ ft 

J. D. Russel 8 

F. M. Spields 8 

L. C. Wadsworth 8 

A. J. Wade 3 

Elmore Koon. 8 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THBIR CERTIFICATES— Continued. 
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Wm. E. Pieott 1 

Lindsay Reise 1 

iLieah Swearingen 2 

Olivo Zumbro 1 

M. S. Snoderly 2 

Alice logman ^ 1 

Oeo. W. Palmer 2 

H. W. Hare - 1 

A. J. Musgrave 3 

Kate M. Kincaid ] 

HattieP. Burke 1 

Ella Morgan 2 

Tillie Nuzum. 2 

P. C. Vineyard 1 

F. M. Kellar 1 

F. H. Morgan 2 

L. E.Morgan 1 

Jas L. Morgan 2 

W. R. Hibbs 2 

Arthur Sturm 2 

4S. M. Sturm 1 

T. L. Sturm :.. 2 



Jacob Sturgeon 2 

J. C. Nay 2 

A. D. Morgan 1 

C. A. Snoograss i 1 

W. E. Pigott 2 

U. N. Arnett, Jr 2 

Irviu NuttPT 2 

Wm. E. JoUitf. 1 

Sarah Blachsley 2 

Jas. P. Brack 1 

A. G. Shriver 8 

Wm. H. Lemlex 2 

E. H. Wince i 

J. W. Fast 1 

Rufus E. Harr 2 

Irvin Nuttu «.. 1 

E. 8. Clayton 1 

Annie Miller 1 

Carrie Zumbro 2 

B. F. Mundell 1 

Mary E. Wade 2 

A. 8 Arnett 2 



L. M. Koon 18. W. Wilson ^ 2 

J. A. Robey .« 2D. Cunningham - 2 

Annie Richarda 2lC.IW. Sturm 1 



MASON COUNTY— C. E. Hogg, Supt 

In transmitting to you my annual report for the public schools of 
Mason county for the school year of 1875-6, 1 must acknowledge my 
regrets at not having exerted greater effort and exercised more pains 
and diligence to compile a better and fuller report. In the main 
this report will be found correct ; and as the few errors that do occur 
are only of slight consequence, I shall not devote any of the space 
allowed for specific remarks, to a designation of them. In addition 
to the regular statistical and financial report, the law requires the 
county superintendents, in their annunl reports to the State Superin- 
tendent, to make a detailed report of the character and condition of 
the schools within their counties, noting all deficiencies, and suggest- 
ing their remedies, with such remarks upon the operation of the 
school laws as their experience and observation may suggest, point- 
ing out wherein they consider them deficient. Touching the charac- 
ter and condition of our schools in this county, I do not think they 
bave attained to as high a standard as a good system ^f public in- 
struction demands; yet when contrasted with their character and 
tcondition a few years ago, there can be hoted a marked improvement 
in them, which may, in part, be attributed to my worthy predeces- 
sors whose well directed efforts have accomplished much in the pro- 
motion of the educational interests of the county. 

Perhaps there is no means more effectual in improving the charaC" 
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ter and conJiiion ot our schools, than by the elevation of the stand- 
ard of quaIiti\;ation3 for teachers. 

The standard ot qualidcations in oar eoanty requires thoroughness 
in the common branches, and when the application is for a first grade 
cerlideate, a knowledge, in addition thereto, of natural philosophy 
and algebra. Our teachers are fast educating themselves up to the 
adopted siaudard. and ia a few vears I hope to see our schools in this 
county filled with drsi -class teachers. 

The county superintendents may do much in raising the standard 
ot education among teachers, by convening them in the dignity of 
institutes and associations. Also by their annual visits to the schools 
ot their counties they may accomplish much in this respect by advis- 
ing the teachers upon classification, government, topics, and the va- 
rious other wt)rk bv which the labor and duties of the teacher aro 
characterized. 

Uolativo to the operation of the present school law of our State 
my experience and observation do not enable me to suggest very- 
many deficiencies: however. I am ot the opinion that there are som& 
clauses in our sc'i-ol law which might well be amended. For instance 
the law providing for the election of one trustee for each sub-district, 
is defective, in that by the election ot one person more latitude is al- 
lowed for the practice of favoritism in the employment ot teachers, 
than could be, it the Jaw required the election of three persons to 
serve as trustees in each sub-district. Furthermore, three persons 
livini; in ditferent localities in the same sub-district would have a 
better opportunity of learning the wants and necessities of the pat- 
rons of a school than only one person would have. 

It seems to me that if our school law should provide for a uniform 
levy throughout the entire county, for a specified number of months 
in the year ; say four months, that taxation to a great many people 
would be less burdensome than it is at present. And if there should 
bo any districts in the county that desired a greater number of months 
of school in the year than the county levy provided, let the law be so 
framed as to give them the power to levy in such districts for the ex- 
tra number of months desired. 

Perhaps it is worthy of note, that the several boards of education, in 
the exercise of their powers under the school law, in fixing a grade to- 
professional certificates. Institute certificates and Normal school di- 
plomas, are creating much dissatisfaction among those who hold such 
certificates. 

It seems to mo that their action in this respect should be under 
certain qualifications and restrictions. That is to say, that if a county 
board of examiners have adopted a certain standard for a No. 1 
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county certificate, and the professional or Institute certificate, or !N'or- 
mal school Diploma, purports the holder thereof up to such standard, 
then such professional or Institute certificate, or Normal school di- 
ploma, should be entitled to the grade and dignity of a first grade 
county certificate 

TEACHERS AND GRAPES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Reuben Boster 2 

Miss LueUa Blain 8 

A. C. Blair 2 

J. C. Buckley 8 

Stanley Brading 1 

J. W. Carthright 3 

Eli Coleman 3 

J. E. Glendenen 2 

T. .7. Coftman 2 

Milton Campbell 3 

J. D. Campbell 2 

George Casey 4 

Mrs. Grab DUlard 2 

Miss Alta Durst 4 

E. S. Dewees .'. 3 

George A. Dewees 2 

T. L.Dabney 2 

J. N. Daigh 8 

J. B. Edwards 8 

J. F. Easthara 2 

T.E.Edwards 2 

Arthur Edwards 1 

Jacob W.Fisber 1 

H. H. Fisher 2 

Chas. W. Fadley...., 2 

Sibbie Godjund 2 

Mary W. (ireen 3 

Miss Lizzie Graham 8 

Miss Eunice Grover 4 

L. W. Hedrick 3 

J. H. Hay 4 

J. F. M. Hill 3 

T. F. Higgenbotham 8 

T. G. Hogg 2 

C. B. Hauold .'. 3 

Miss Lizzie Horner 2 

Miss Jennie Horner 2 

Miss Mary Howell 4 

Miss Carrie Irwine 2 

J. H. Johnson 2 

MissEflSeM. Johnson 4 

Miss Sarah Knopp 2 

A. J. Kincade 1 



C. C. Knapp 2 

T. J. Kane 2 

Francis Lewis 2 

Joseph Moore 2 

MissOllie McKinnie 1 

W. H. McWharter S 

Thomas McCabe 5 

Tobias S. Nye 2 

Smith Neville 2 

T. PufFenbarger 2 

J. A. Plvmale 2 

Joseph f*ounds 4 

U. M. Rader 4 

R. W. Rader 8 

William Russell 6 

Henry Reckard 2 

Henry Ridgeway S 

J. H. Rathbum 1 

S. F. Rodgers 1 

J. T. Rader 2 

W. H. L. Rine 8 

A. S Ridinger 2 

Miss Millie Stephenson 2 

G. H. Smith 2 

J. Shively 8 

Peter Suriieie 5 

A. E. Scott 2 

A. C. Stewart 1 

Reuben D. Sayre 1 

D. W. Tracy 2 

Miss C. E. Taylor 8 

Thomas Woodyard 8 

P. H.Williams 8 

Miss Maggie Waterson 2 

Miss Fannie Wesson 2 

Ed. S. Whitehead 2 

Mrs. Sarah Warden 2 

M. F. Yeager , 

Reed Yeager 

J. B. Yeager 

W. Jay Zorckle , 

R. E. Mitchell , 



MERCEE COUNTY— A. B. Phipps, Suft 

There are five school districts in the county. All of them have 
unanimously voted for the levy to carry on the schools ; but the 
financial condition of two of them has, until this time, been in an 
embarrassing condition, since old debts, created in the days of the old 
constitution, have been still coming up, which have so curtailed their 
finances that they have not been able to extend their schools to the 
full time. 

Nevertheless the cause of education is prospering in the county. 
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Tho peoplo are so firmly attached to the free school system that it is 
considered disreputable for a man to cast his vote against the levy 
for teachers* fund. 

We arc gratified to slate that our teachers are improving them- 
selves in efficiency and general fitness for instructors of youth. 

Since the opening of the Normal School at Concord, in this county, 
many young persons attended the school, who have qualified them- 
selves for teaching, and are now going out from the Normal School to 
teach the common free schools, so wo are led to hope that a new im- 
petus will be given to the cause of education in our midst, and the 
dawn of better days is beginning to open. 

If the people of this county will continue to show that liberality 
toward the free schools that has characterized them for the last 
two years we will see the youth of oiir county intelligent and happy. 

TEA.CHEBS AND OBADES OF THEIR CTEBTIFICATES. 



Itev. J. W. Bennett 1 

J. A. Bolln 1 

Mlfls Sallle Bailey 3 

E. B. Carr 1 



Loami Martin 8 

John C. Meador^ ^ 2 

T. K.Masde 1 



W. p. Caff«e 2lMi88 Emma Phipps. 2 

I>. C. Clendenln 2|MiH8HallieParia ^ 1 

W. C.;Cooiier 2;Samuel P. Paris « ^ 2 

William T. Chatting 2|R. V. Pendleton 1 

T. .r. Comor SjLeonidas Pendleton « ^ 1 

H. W. Christie IjD. B. Pendleton » ^ - 

John (lAhlviiiW 3' Jamert C. Peters ~ ^ 1 



A. C. J>avidson 1 

C. II. Davidson 1 

John H. Darndey 1 

MisM Minnie French 1 



MiHS Jennie French 1 

MisH E. B. French 1 

J. F. Hoylrod 1 



D. C. Ri>88 ~. 2 

B. D. Bose 2 

Mr8.B. C. Bose 2 

Miss Malissa Bobinson 1 

L. W. Bobinson 2 

S. T. Beynolds 1 

Z. T. Bogers 1 

Miss N. "flovlrod 2 John L. Stafford 1 

William 8. llobbs liC. G. Shutt 2 

KelixHill 2 »«8sC. Stinson 1 

J. I\ Hrpinstall 1 L.C.Shrewsbury 2 

Miss Lizzie J. II^>Ke - 1' James M. Toney (colored).. 2 

MlfflM. A. lOllison 2 James H. Whitaker - 2 

Miss M. J. JohnKtrm 2 Miss L. P. White 1 

James M. Killey IjMissElla Wall 1 

N. B. Lilly 2:George W. White ~ 2 

Oeorge B. Martin 21 



MINERAL COUNTY— J. A. Shabpless, Suft. 

Schools have been taught in every district in the county except 
one, and in it the requisite number of votes to secure the levy has 
never been secured since the power to vote upon that subject was 
granted until last August, at which time a small majority was given 
in favor of the levy. # 

The free school system met with some firm opposition ever since 
its organization in this county. I teel fully satisfied that it has been 
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steadily gainiDg in the confidence and support of many influential 
citizens who did not support it when first introduced. I believe that 
with an economical management of the school matters, we shall soon 
have a permanent school work. 

This year's work presents a pleasant aspect, yet much remains .to 
be done before our schools shall have reached a proper standard in 
every respect. 

To mention every school and its work would take more space than 
1 desire to use, and hence I shall only speak of those that are most 
prominent. 

At Piedmont there is a graded school which required the services 
of five teachers this year. The object of the board has been to keep 
the school open about ten months in the year and thus far it has been 
very succesful. The board received a donation of $600 for the school 
year from Dr. Sears, Agent of the Peabody Fund. A continuation of 
the energetic efforts of the school board, aided by Dr. Sears, will give 
the people of Piedmont a graded school second to none in the State. 

In Keyser, the county seat, the trustee employed three teachers to 
conduct the school, although no definite arrangements have been 
made by the board having control of that district, to continue the 
school longer than four months, yet, I believe, judging from the thrift 
and industry of the town and its enterprising citizens, that a graded 
school will be opened in a short time. 

We had a teacher's institute, but it did noi receive as much of the 
teacher's attention as it should. 

With reference to the school law there are some deficiencies. It 
has been claimed that the section requiring the sheriff to give addi- 
tional bond for school moneys is of no avail. The law is certainly de 
ficient to a greater or less extent in respect to that section. It is very 
specific in prescribing the duties of the county court, and plainly says 
that it shall require the sheriff to give additional bond for school 
moneys; but the law stops just there. It does not impose any penaU 
ty upon the sheriff should he fail to obey the order of the court. 
Should he not see cause, and he can do as he pleases, to give bond, the 
county superintendent cannot issue requisitions upon the Auditor for 
the State Fund, because he is positively required to certify that the 
above named bond has been given. 

Teachers arc ijjreatly inconvenienced by the present manner of dis- 
bursing the school money. In large counties many teachers are, as 
many as, twenty-five or thirty miles from the county seat, and when 
they go there very often the sheriff is absent, and the result is that 
two or three visits have to be made in order tose6ureone month's salary 

In your last report to the Legislature, you recommended the es- 

8 
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tablishment of a county treasury which would in my judgment meet 
the demands of the teachers. It should be so arranged that the State 
Fund and all other school moneys should be deposited there by 
installments. The State Fund in two, as now, and the district 
levies in not more than three installments. By so doing, much 
trouble would be obviated in the way of delays that are made in the 
payment of teachers. 

The present plan of conducting the school elections is attended with 
much trouble and more expense than if elections were only held at 
the voting places now established for State and county elections. 

In conclusion, let me say there were a number of excellent young 
men from this county attending the normal school at Fairmont, at its 
last session. They expect to teach in this State when they shall have 
completed the course. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



L W. Leatherman 4 IF. P. Doonan 1 

R, H. Van Horn l|ML«w8arah Welton 4 

Jennie Wilson 2 D. G. Arnold 2 



H. Cloy Shaw ^ 3 

Dr. D. A. Brown 1 

Georgia Arnold 2 

Hattie Baird 3 

Jennie B. Vandiver 3 

Ann Vandiver 4 

Geo. W. Dolly 2 

Mrs. M. J. Ste^er 2 

Miss M. J. Sulivun 2 

Mrs. M. R. Shultice 2 

Miss M.J. Daily 2 

Charles E. Thompson 3 

MissV. A. Irvine 2 

H. H. Geiger 4 



J. S. Wilson 2 

S. D. Clefford, col S 

G. W. Lee 2 

C. A. Brown 1 

R. S. Petitt 2 

M. E. Hcndrickson 2 

John E. Broome 2 

Miss L. M. Duncan 1 

J. Coburn 8 

Rizen Reed 2 

T. W. 8. Foley 8 

MissM. L. Beall 8 

A. L. Boor 1 

David Snyder 2 



MONONGALIA COUNTY—A. L. Wade, Sup't 

Although one hundred years have elapsed since we as a nation be- 
came free, only thirteen years have gone by since the free school sys- 
tem was adopted in West Virginia. Previous to its adoption we had 
no system providing either for the building of school houses or the 
employment of teachers. It is a remarkable fact that Monongalia 
county, for many years the seat of Monongalia Academy, Woodburn 
Seminary, and the Morgantown Female Collegiate Institute, had Iq 
all its country districts in 1863 but one school house, which was by 
the school officers regarded worthy to remain as a school house. This 
house is situated at Fort Martin, in Cass District, and is a standing 
compliment to the people of that community. 

This county is divided into eight school districts — Cass, Grant, Clay, 
Battelle, Morgan, Union, Clinton and the Morgantown Independent 
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School District. These, with the exception of the last named, are sub- 
divided, forming 77 sub-districts. 

OUR SCHOOL HOUSES. 

Under the superintendency of George C. Sturgiss and H. L. Cox> 
Esqs., my predecessors in office, a neat frame school house was erect- 
ed in each of these sub-districts, with the single exception of the Fort 
Martin school house, above named. Most of these houses were built 
more than ten years ago, and nearly all of them need repainting. 
Boards of Education should have this done before these beautiful 
buildings are permanently injured. I would also recommend that the 
several Boards of Education place in each school a copy of Webster's 
Unabridged Dictionary, as a standard of pronunciation. Many of 
our schools have outline maps, and the residue should be supplied. 
Bach school should also be provided with a globe. These would cost 
but little, and in the hands of competent instructors would be a pay- 
ing investment. 

Pawpaw school house, in Battelle District, was burned on the night 
of the I7th of December, supposed by many to be the work of an 
incendiary ; but the patrons of the school secured a private house, 
and opened school again in one week after the house was destroyed. 
A new house is being erected upon the same foundation. Three 
other new houses will be built this year —one in Battsllo, one in 
Clay and one in Morgan. 

YOUTHS ENUMERATED AVERAGE ATTENDANCE. 

We have in our county more than five thousand youths who are en- 
titled to the privileges of tree schools. A little over four hundred of 
these are in the Morgantown Independent School District. The resi- 
due are distributed among the several schools of the county. Some of 
the schools have an enumeration of over one hundred, while a few 
have less than twenty-five. I have not yet received reports from the 
various boards of education, but I am of the opinion that the average 
attendance upon the schools did not exceed fifty per cent of the enu- 
meration. Quite a number of the influential tax-payers in our county 
are heartily in favor of a compulsory law, and I believe that unless 
something be done to improve the attendance upon our free schools, 
we will have such a law in West Virginia in less than five years from 
this time. I am still opposed to the passage of such a law, not be- 
cause it is wrong, but because it is difficult to enforce it. I am in fa- 
vor of making the teachers salary in some degree dependent upon a 
fair average attendance. I would also make his salary dependent in 
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some degree upon the progress of his pupils. I am aware of the dif- 
ficnltics that wonld lie in the way of ascertaining what progress each 
pupil makes, bat there is.no difficulty in ascertaining the attendance 
It would cost less to carry out a law regulating salaries according to 
the above suggestions than it would to enforce the compulsory law, and 
I believe that teachers, when interested, could bring into the school 
more pupils than the officer of the law could, and certainly with less 
dissatisfaction. It is true, my plan would give some teachers hi^b^r 
wages than they now receive, and it would give others lower wages. 
It would encourage successful teachers to continue in the work, while 
it would drive unsuccessful teachers from the school room. This plan 
would be much better than to let the teacher's salary depend entirely 
upon his ezpertness in answering questions on the day of his exami- 
nation. 

TEACHERS EMPLOYED. 

We employed last fall, in the country districts, seventy-seven teach 
ers — sixty-four males and thirteen females — twenty were married and 
fifty-seven single. Fifty-eight were residents of this county, four 
were from Marion county. West Virginia, and fifteen were residents 
of Pennsylvania. Although some of the non-residents employed 
were among the best teachers we had, yet to take them all as a class, 
they fell below our own teachers. As a rule, the best teachers do not 
go abroad, but are employed at home. There are various reasons, all 
else being equal, why we should employ our own teachers in prefer- 
ence to strangers. We have to-day in our county not less than two 
hundred young men and women who have fair qualifications for teach- 
ing. But I am not in favor of employing home teachers regardless of 
qualification. My advice to each trustee is, employ the best teacher 
you can obtain, and keep him as long as he docs first-class work. The 
theory that we need a new teacher every term, has long since been ex- 
ploded. A live teacher will become more interesting to his pupils as they 
become better acquainted with him : a de^d man should never be em- 
ployed in the school room. We want teachers who are called to teach; 
who are inspired with a love for the work, and we can afford to pay 
such teachers. I am quite certain that no county in West Virginia 
has a more efficient and earnest class of teachers than we have. 

LENGTH OF TERM. 

Grant district, at the last election, with remarkable unanimity, voted 
in favor of a levy for five months school ; the other districts kept 
their schools open four months. 
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VISITING SCHOOLS. 

I visited every school in the county, spending nsnally a morning or 
an afternoon in each ; noting in my journal the name of the school, 
the number of pupils entitled lo attend, number on teacher's roll, dai- 
ly average attendance, branches taught, and the number of pupils study- 
ing each branch. I made it a point, as far as possible, to become acquaint- 
ed, personally, with each pupil in the school, and to ascertain what 
branches were pursued by each. In order to bring together all inter- 
ested parties, teachers, parents and pupils, for the consideration of 
matters pertaining to the schools visited during the day, and for the 
consideration of questions relating to our free school interests gener- 
ally, we held, each evening, an educational meeting. In these meet- 
ings I was aided by representative men, friends of free schools. Pro- 
fessors in the University, teachers, ministers, physicians, farmers and 
mechanics. I held forty three of those 

EDUCATIONAL MASS MEETINGS 

in the county, — twenty-seven in churches, fifteen in school houses, 
, and one at the residence of Milton Sine, where the school house had 
been burned. In addition to the addresses which were delivered, we 
had each evening, the best music which the community could produce. 
The school law prescribes a 

COCRSE OF STUDY IN THE FREE SCHOOLS. 

Section eleven of the school law roads as follows : "In the primary 
schools there shall be taught Orthography, Eeading, Penmanship, 
Arithmetic, Eaglish Grammar, History, Geography, and such other 
branches as the board of education may direct."' It is but reasonable 
to expect that each youth who has the advantages of our free schools 
if properly instructed, shall, at the age'of twenty-one years, have a 
fair knowledge of each of the above named branches. And yet how 
few take up the entire course. In order to induce pupils to take up 
and complete the entire course of study, I introduced the system of 
grading each school, by forming a class in each, wherever I could do 
^80, noting in my journal the names of pupils who volunteered to 
complete the course by the first of March, 1876. The classes so 
formed were termed 

ORADUATINQ CLASSES FOB 1876. 

In some of the schools no such class could be formed for want of 
material. Those who entered these classes I made prominent by 
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reading their name? in the schools of the adjacent sab- district, and 
lb our educational meetings: also by publishing them in our county 
newspaper. I also organized classes for 1S77. and published names 
as 1 did for 1^70. I requested eac-h teacher, provided he foand ma- 
terial for dcing ?o, to form a class for 1S75. and one for 1879, and most 
of the teachers did so. In order to test the work of these classes, I 
introduct-d a system of 

ANNUAL DISTRICT EX AXI NATION'S, 

to be held about the iasto! February or the first of March, each year, 
to be conducted by the county superintendent, aided by such educa- 
tors of experience as he may be able to procure. Each pupil, upon 
completing the course of study and passing a fair examination in all 
the branches, is entitled to 

A DIPLOMA, 

signed by his teacher, who certifies that h6 has completed the course 
by the county superintendent, who certifies that he has been exam- 
ined, and by the president of the board of education of his district, 
who certifies that said pupil is of good moral character. 

I held an examination for these classes in each district in the coun- 
ty. These examinations commenced at ten a. m. and closed about 
four p. m. In the evening ot each day we held a commencement ex- 
ercise, consisting of essays, orations, &c., by members of the classes, 
followed by addresses from prominent educators. 

These district examinations were held in churches in the following 
order : 

Grant District^ at Zoar Baptist Church, on Friday, February 25th, 

1876. This district has thirteen schools. The printed roll, number- ' 
ing sixty-ono, was called, and fifty members responded. The residue 
having failed to complete the course, were transferred to the class of 

1877. All the teachers of the district were present. The examina- 
tion was conducted by the county superintendent, assisted by Prof. 
H. L. Cox, principal of Morgantown Graded School. In the evening 
addresses were made by Prof. W. K. White, ex-State Superintendent 
of Free Schools of West Yirginia, and Prof. D. B. Purinton, of West 
Virginia University. 

Union District ^ at Pierpoint's M. B. Church, Saturday, February 
26th. This district has eight schools. Eoll, numbering fifty, was 
called, and thirty-eiglit responded. All the teachers were present. 
Examination conducted by the county superintendent, assisted by 
Prof. F. S. Lyon, principal of Preparatory Department of West Vir- 
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ginia University, and Prof. H. L. Cox. Addresses were delivered in 
the evening by Profs. White, Lyon and Purinton. 

Morgan District, at Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, Friday, March 
3d. This district has eight schools. Eoll, numbering twenty-one. 
was called, and nineteen responded. All the teachers were present. 
Pro£ White assisted in the examination. Addresses in the evening 
by Profs. Cox, White, Purinton, and Prof. S. H. Owen of West Vir- 
ginia University. 

Cass District, at Bethel M. E. Church, Saturday, March 4th. This 
district contains eight schools. Eoll, numbering thirty, was called, 
and twenty-one were present. All the teachers of the district were 
present, except two, and these two were residents of Pennsylvania. 
Prof. White assisted in the examination, and in the evening delivered 
an address. 

Clay District, at Valley Chapel Christian Church, on Tuesday, 
March 7th. This district contains thirteen schools. Roll of twenty- 
three names, called, and seventeen answered. All the teachers were 
present except one — a resident of this county. Prof. Lyon assisted 
the county superintendent in examining the classes. In the evening 
addresses were made by Prof. Lyon and Hon. William Price. 

Battelle District, at West Warren Baptist Church, on Thursday, 
March 9th. This district has 13 schools. Eoll of 34 was called and 
24 responded; but four, of these afterwards withdrew from the 
ckss, not being fully prepared in all the branches of the course. All 
the teachers of the district were present except two — one a resident 
of our county and the other a Pennsylvanian. One teacher who was 
present declined to assist the other teachers in examining manuscripts 
and deciding who were entitled to diplomas. He was a resident of 
Pennsylvania. Prof. Lyon assisted the superintendent in the exam- 
ination, and in the evening addressed the audience. 

Clinton District, at Goshen Baptist Church, Saturday, March 11th. 
This district contains 14 schools. Eoll of 42 names was called and 31 
answered. All the teachers were present. Prof Lyon assisted in 
the examination. In the evening addresses were made by Profs. 
Lyon, Owen and Purinton. 

The County Superintendent each evening, after the addresses were 
ended, and in the presence of the audience, delivered to each member 
of the class who was by the teacher of the district adjudged worthy of 
t he same, a 

DIPLOMA, OR HONORARY CERTIFICATE. 

9x14 inches, duly signed as heretofore sot forth, which, when framed, 
is an ornament to a parlor, and an honor to the holder. Two hun- 
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dred and Bixty-one pupils entered the class of 1876, and of this nam- 
ber one hundred and ninety-six completed the course and obtained 
diplomas. 

It is a matter of astonishment to many persons that, with a single 
exception, the largest churches in the several districts were insuffi- 
cient to accommodate, even during the day, the vast numbers who 
came to witness the examinations. And these were not disinterested 
spectators; they were our most intelligent people — the cream of so- 
ciety, men and women who had sons, or daughters, or grand -children 
or friends in the class, in whom they were d^ply interested. These, 
examinations were by no means ^'child's play ;'* they were intended to 
test the knowledge of each pupil in the tree school branches ; and yet, 
with a very few exceptions, the members of the various classes show- 
ed a coolness, a courage, and a kno^vledgo of the branches studied, 
which many of our teachers do not possess. But they do not expect 
to cease to study because they have graduated in the primary 
branches. They expect to work to obtain more thorough knowledge 
of these branches. Many of them intend to take up the higher 
branches. Some of them have already entered the West Virginia 
University or Morgantown Female Seminary. Others are attending 
the Fairmont State Normal School. We have had two select schools 
during the summer, in which the higher branches were taught — one 
at Bethel, in Cass District, taught by Miss C. S. Burnett, the other at 
Haught*B Mills, in Battelle District, taught by Mr. A. J. Ammons. 
These have been well attended. We have had several primary 
schools in session also during the spring and summer. 

In order to cause each school, to stand upon its own merits, and in 
order to preserve a record of what each school has accomplished since 
the adoption of the free school system, I proposed the publication of 

A CATALOGUE OF THE FREE SOHOOLS OF HONONQALIA COUNTY, 

and, in order to obtain from each school a report, I placed in the 
hands of each teacher a printed blank, which, when filled up, gives 
the following particulars of each school : Name of teacher,, number 
of pupils entitled to attend, number on teacher's roll, daily average 
attendance, branches taught, number studying each branch, names 
of pupils who attended this school under the free school system and 
became teachers, names of pupils who completed all the free school 
branches in this school and have not taught, names of pupils in the 
class of 1876, of 1877, of 1878 and 1879. A committee of seven 
teachers was appointed, consisting of H. L. Cox, of Grant District;: 
D. B. Waters, of Cass ; E. Moakley, ot Clay ; A. J. Ammons, ot 
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Battelle ; A. C. Wood, <rf Morgan ; G. W. Laishley, of Union; and B, 
Trickett, of Clinton, whose duty it was to collect reports from teach- 
ers, and to let out the contract for publishing the catalogues. Mr. 
Moakley soon aflt^r left the county and G. W. Johnston was appointed 
in his place. This committee met at Morgantown on the 26th day of 
June, having reports from most of the schools, and awarded the con- 
tract for publishing the catalogues to the editor of the Mor- 
gan town Post, at the sum of ten cents per copy. A little over 
fifty dollars had been subscribed, an average of about seventy 
cents from each school. Blacksville school in Clay District, sub- 
scribed 83, the largest sum of any school in the county ; several 
schools made no subscriptions. A few teachers failed to fill up and 
return their reports, and in order to make our catalogues complete, I 
made a brief abstract from my journal concerning each school not re- 
ported, which will appear in the catalogue. So we have accompany- 
ing my report a report from every school in the county. The cata- 
logues, when printed, will be delivered to the several members of the 
publishing committee, and by them to the teachers, and by the teach- 
ers to the pupils who subscribed for them. Each pupil who sub- 
scribed ten cents is entitled to one copy. 

The system of grading, publishing catalogues and granting certifi- 
cates or diplomas to those who complete a course of study has long 
been practiced in universities, colleges, academies and high schools^ 
but I am not aware that it has ever been adopted in primary schools, 
and yet I can see no reason why it will not work as well in the latter 
as in the former, as human nature is the same everywhere. That 
which will induce a young man to make a special effort in his college 
course would have its influence upon a young man in our free schools. 
1 observed frequently in our educational meetings that when I 
named the most advanced pupils in the schools there represented that 
the parents and friends of such pupils were especially interested in 
my remarks, and these names became the topic of conversation after 
the meeting closed. I noticed also that when I published these 
names in the newspaper those who were interested were especially 
anxious to obtain a copy of the paper. 

A gentleman said to mo, *'I do wish you would hurry and publish 
the list of graduates in our school, my boy is so anxious to see his 
name in print*" Another gentleman said to his son in my presence : 
'*You have entered this class ; your name has been published ; do your 
best ; nothing would be more gratifying to me than to see you succeed, 
nothing more mortifying than for you to fail." God has wisely implant- 
ed in all of us a desire to have our names, and the names of our kindred 
and friends, mentioned in connection with honorable positions. 

9 
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One of the highest rewards which we can offer the diligent and 
obedient pupil, is to honor him, and it is no small degree of panish- 
ment to the slothful and disobedient to let him go unhonored. I hope 
that each teacher who shall take charge of a school in our county this 
fail, will organize, if possible, four classes proposing to complete the 
course in 1877-8-9 and *80, and let all pupils who cannot ent^r one of 
these classes constitute the preparatory department of the school. 

THE MOROANTOWN QRADED SCHOOL. 

But my report would be incomplete should I close without making 
special reference to the Morgantown Graded School, which is intend- 
ed to accommodate the Morgantown Independent School, District. 

The School Commissioners of this district in 1868 purchased of the 
State of West Virginia what was formerly known as Monongalia 
Academy for $13,500. Nearly four hundred youths are entitled to 
attend this school. It is kept open eight months in each year. 

Professor H. L. Cox has been principal of this school for four years 
past, and under his supervision it has been increasing in .thorough- 
ness, until I feel quite sure that no more thorough work is done in 
any school of like character in this State. Mr. Cox has few equals as 
an educator. His assistants : Miss M. Brock, Miss S. E. Coyle, Miss L. 
Shisler and Mrs. L. R. Coogle, have occupied their positions for several 
years past. The highest compliment that a teacher receives is ten- 
dered him, when his employers, after testing his work, desire to re- 
tain his services. A new department has been created in the school, 
and Miss Frank M. Wood has been elected to take charge of it. 

THE COLORED SCHOOL OF MORQANTOWN 

•has an enumeration of nearly fifty pupils. It was kept open live 
months. A number of its pupils are making considerable progress in 
the free school branches. Capt. Samuel Sears is still its superintend- 
ent, and Miss Belle Jenkins is its teacher. I would suggest that the 
School Board procure a suitable lot and build thereon a school house. 
There are about twenty-five colored pupils in the county outside of 
this district. Boards of Education should set apart a fund for them, 

as required by section eighteen of the school law. 

* 

THANKS. 

I cannot conclude this report without returning my heartfelt thanks 
not only to the gentlemen whom I have named above, but to all who 
aided me in my work. 

Prominent among those who made addresses at our educational 
meetings, I will. name Eer. A. A. Jimeson, pastor of the Presbyterian 
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•church, Morgantown ; Kev. B. W. Kyan, pastor of Morgantown sta- 
tion M. B. Church ; Eev. B. Ison, pastor of Morgantown circuit M. 
B. Church, and Col. James Bvans. Many others rendered efficient 
help at meetings held in the districts in which ihey reside. 

I am also placed under great obligation to those who added so much 
to the interest of our meetinors and examinations, by supplying us 
with 

VOCAL AND INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC. 

I desire to name Messrs. John Jones, Z. T. Martin and Jno. N. Snider, 
instructors in vocal music, and Misses Emma Coombs, Florence Ly- 
on, Emma Crouch, Belle Davis and Lizzie Anderson, and Mr. Grarrett 
Conn, organists. I acknowledge my obligations to trustees of churches, 
who granted us the use of twenty-seven churches in which to hold 
educational meetings, and permitted us to use several of these a sec- 
ond time for district examinations. 

The Morgantown Post is entitled to many thanks from the friends of 
free sctiools, for publishing gratuitously reports of educational meet- 
ings and district examinations throughout the county, and also for pub- 
lishing lists of names of those who entered the class of 1876 and 1877. 

1 return thanks to the various families who so kindly entertained 
me at their firesides while I was engaged in visiting schools. I should 
certainly be ungrateful should I fail to acknowledge the uniform kind- 
ness and courtesy of our teachers. I wish to say a word to 

COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS IN WEST YIRQINIA. 

Will you not try our system of grading schools, granting honorary 
^certificates and publishing catalogues ? There are hundreds of young 
men and women in our schools who have taken up no study beyond 
arithmetic. Let such take up also geography, English grammar and 
history. They will master each of these branches just as soon a« 
they would a single study. Let them agree to complete these in a 
given length of time. Keep this fact before them and their friends 
and the public, in every possible way and you will soon have an edu- 
cational revival. 

West Virginia has accomplished more in the work of building 
school houses, and setting in operation the machinery of the free 
school system in the last thirteen years, than any other State of like 
territory and wealth ever did in a quarter of a century. She has also 
in that time founded a State University and six Kormal Schools. Born 
into the family of States amidst the great civil war, and having for 
her early and intimate associates, her elder sisters — Ohio on the we6t, 
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and Pean^rlTacis oa tte north. Wut Vlr^nift has, Dnder a kind 
Proviilecee. alreadv reacb«d a matnritj in edat-atioDal matters an- 
hop«(i lor bv h«r most ;ULn^ia« trieads. 

TE.\CKEffi» AXD UK4DE$ OF TSEIS CEKIIFICATES. 




MONROE COUNTY— J. D. Beckett, Siip't. 

Ifoel highly honored in being able to present to the people of Mon- 
roe county, the conditioo of free aehools, ae they were found ia my 
viHitations last winter. True, I do notcoosider all maltera connected 
with them ae being perfect, though the achoola of onr county are 
gradnally improving, and, wo think, compare very favorably with 
the BchooU of snrroundiDg conoties. I hive viaited eeventy white 
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•schools. and six colored schools. I have examined 3,449 pupils, and 
in my humble way endeavored to discharge my duty. In a majority 
of' the schools I found good order, neatness, prompt obedience, hard 
study and good recitations. A few of the schools, however, were in 
a very bad condition, filthy floors, no order, and very little discipline. 

The law requires, among other duties, in my visitations of the 
schools, *to note the character and the condition of each, noting any 
deficiencies that may exist, either in the government of the schools, 
the classification of the scholars, or the method of instruction em- 
ployed in the several branches, noting the character and the condi- 
tion of the school-houses, the sufficiency or insufficiency of their fur- 
niture and fixture, &c.,** which duty was performed and placed upon 
record. A sj^'nopsis of the same is here presented by districts : 

Union District — Eleven schools ; an average of about forty pupils 
to each teacher; five houses poorly seated, good stoves, fifteen lights 
of glass wanted ; six had no fire-shovels, no pokers, and two no wa- 
ter buckets : three nO blackboards. This District had earnest and 
efficient teachers and an excellent Board of Education. 

Sweet Springs District. — Fifteen schools ; average twenty-nine pu- 
pils to each teacher ; eight houses badly seated ; five, no black-boards ; 
four, indifferent stoves ; twenty window glass wanted ; no shovels ; 
two no water buckets, and one no broom. Most of the houses were 
very good, and nearly all were occupied by live, earnest, and devoted 
teachers ; as a consequence, their pupils presented an admirable ap- 
pearance at their recitations. The District Board is alive, earnest, 
•competent and faithful. 

Second Greek District — Nine schools ; average thirty-five pupils to 
'Cach teacher ; one house very badly seated, good stoves, indifferent 
black-boards — ^two water buckets wanted. No more faithful teachers 
can be found than are on duty in these schools. The District Board 
is alive to all educational interests. 

Wolf Creek District. — Ten schools ; average of forty-five pupils to 
each teacher • elegant houses (the best in the county), but badly seat- 
ed ; stoves good — eight window glass wanted. The teachers of this 
District are devoted to their business, and do all in their power to in- 
<5rease the capabilities of their pupils. An able Board of Education 
manages the schools in such a mann'^r as to produce excellent results. 

Springfield District — Sixteen schools, averaging forty four pupils 
to each teacher ; five need new blackboards; the houses tolerably 
^ood ; furniture very indifferent. Many of the teachers are enthusi- 
iistic, energetic and determined on achieving the best degree of suc- 
cess. A Board of Education of much experience has the manage- 
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ment of educational affairs, the good eflfects of which are clearly vi&- 
ibl^ throughout the District. 

Bed Sulphur District — Sixteen schools, averaging thirty-eight pu- 
pils to each teacher ; a majority of the houses are log, with chimneys^ 
nearly all of which smoke; therefore it is almost impossible for the 
teacher or his pupils to remain in the house. This District is behind 
financially, but wo hope it will soon be able to build new houses. A 
better class of teachers is not in the county than are found at their 
posts daily in this District. The Board of Education, I believe, have 
done all that could be done under the circumstances. 

Of the colored schools visited, I found the general conduct of the 
pupils good, comparing in this respect favorably with other schools. 
Most of the houses were very small, poorly supplied with seats and 
other school furniture. 

The scholarship was not of a superior order. Spelling, reading- 
and writing comprises the range of school work. Great progress is 
seen in those studies. Some study arithmetic, grammar and geog-- 
raphy. The pupils labor earnestly and the teachers do all in their 
power for the advancement of their pupils. 

The above six districts have been visited, and I think an honest 
statement is made concerning them. 

The free schools of our county are looking up, and persons who, 
in days that are past, did everything in their power to break down 
the free schools of our county are now in the front ranks doing alt 
they can for the advancement of the system. 

The majority of the school buildings in our county are good, some 
medium, and a few that I must report poor. If our teachers could 
be induced to help themselves a little more, and not depend on favors, 
it would help the cause considerably, but some of them go from year 
to year without teaching, and without even looking into a common 
school book, and all at once they take a notion to teach. Then they 
want a certificate, and come at the examiners with the story, I am 
^•rusty," I did not think about teaching this year. This is all wrong, 
in my opinion ; more attention should be paid to the profession, more 
educational periodicals should be read, and moi*e eagerness should be 
manifested in the search for modern modes of imparting knowledge 
to pupils. The teachers of Monroe county are to-day fifty per cent, 
better than they were six years ago, but lack a great deal yet before 
reaching that period when we can call them all number one teachers. 

We organized a County Teachers' Institute at Centerville, in this 
county, on the 30th day of August. It was a grand success, and we 

hope for much from this organization. The teachers have taken hold 
of the matter with zeal, and show that they are anxious to improve 
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themselves. We hold our next Institute in Wolf Ore6k District. I 
would earnestly beseech all teachers and those interested in the cause 
of education, to attend this meeting. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



W. S. Stroman 1 

G. B. Foster 2 

L. A. Burdett 2 

John Osbom 1 

R. 8. Rudd 1 

John W. Boon 2 

James A. Dunlap 2 

I. N. CampbelL 2 

N. B. Campbell 8 

G. W. Carpenter 2 

M. S. Rowan „ 2 

J. L. Broyles 8 

G. C. Osborn 1 

MissBettie Prentice 1 

Miss Ellen Prentice 1 

H. C. Bare 1 

D. C. Elmore ; 1 

J. H. Reaburn 1 

Yelverton Webb 2 

C. W. Keister 1 

C. P.Nickell 2 

Miss EllaKrebbs 2 

W. H. H. Campbell 1 

Miss Nannie Hinkle 1 

W. S. Skaggs 4 

8. B. H. Irons 1 

B. F. Humphreys 2 

S. R. Patton 2 

J. C. Irons 2 

H. A. Nickell 1 

John Johnson 2 

John Bradley, Colored 3 

Marion Gilchrist.. 3 

J. A. Meadows 1 

D. F. Chapman 1 

Joseph Foster 1 



MissC. B. poster i 1 

B. R. Park» : 4 

L. E. Chambers 2 

G.W. Deskin, Colored : 5 

D. N. ElUs. 3 

Lewis Larew 1 

D. J. Mann 3 

Thompson Hoaehlns 3 

James Dunlap 1 

W. A. Hutchins 3 

C. W. Brayles../ 1 

H. A. Karnes 8 

A. L. Peck 2 

H. C. Beckett 1 

R. C. Christie 1 

Granville Houchins 3 

L. Chenvront 2 

C. H. Payne, Colored 8 

James P. Skaggs 2 

John Cook 8 

J. Mentz * 1 

R. C. Appling 2 

D. W. Rucker 1 

Miss H. P. Dunlap 1 

Miss Nettie Diddle 1 

Miss Jennie Marshal 2 

Henry Yawter ^ 2 

J. C. Dunsmore 1 

J. W. Vawter 1 

E. P. WiUiams 2 

E. W. Peck 1 

R. R. Ltttle 1 

William Hinton t 

John Hinton 2 

J. Armsted, Colored 2 

J. M. Mason 2 



MOEGAJsr COUNTY— George Buck, Suft 

I have urged upon secretaries the importance of commenc- 
ing each annual report with the same balances with which 
their preceding annual reports closed. That there are some apparent 
discrepancies in this particular, I believe, is owing to the lact that 
there are generally some outstanding and unpaid orders at the time 
their reports are made, and which are not reported until they are re- 
turned to and cancelled by the Boards. This will account for the dif- 
ference in the amounts under the head "expenditures'* and those un- 
der the head "summary," the former being the expenses for a single 
year, augmented by a part of the expenses for some preceding year. 
I would recommend that Stahl's registers be entirely dispensed with 
as an expensive luxury of little value. In my opinion it would be 
farless expensive and of far more utility to furnish the secretaries with 
financial books, prepared by direction of the State Superintendent 



72 FBEE SCHOOIJ3. 

contalDing proper forms for keeping their accounts, and for making 
their settlements and reports. In this way systematic, uniform and 
correct reports might be obtained from every part of the State. I 
think each secretary should report the amount of orders unpaid at 
the time of making his annual report, and this will show every year 
how much money ia in the hands of the sheriff that should have been 
paid to the holders of the^orders. Four of our six districts are free 
from debt and report balances on hand. Timber Eidge District would 
have been entirely free from debt had not its late Board assumed an 
old debt that should have been settled five or six years ago. Gaca- 
pon District, by having the collection of her school levy for the year 
1872 enjoined, and by failing, so far, to get any school tax from the 
Baltimore and Ohio ilailroad Company, and by building school houses 
in the meantime, has also become involved in debt. That district, 
however, completed within the last year, two of the largest and best 
school houses in the county, at a cost of about eleven hundred dollars 
each. It also established a free school for the colored, at Pawpaw, 
last winter — the first in our county for a number of years — and, hav- 
ing an excellent teacher, it gave entire satisfaction. 

I visited all the schools, generally spending a half day in each, ob- 
serving the Qiannor in which each was conducted, and giving such 
iDstructions and suggesting sach modifications as I thought proper. 
I found them all giving reasonable satisfaction except one in Sleepy 
Creek District, which I would have stopped, on account of the small 
attendance, had not a majority of the Board of Education been in 
fovor of its continuance. The daily average attendance at our schools 
has increased from four hundred and seventy -two in the year 1873 to 
an average of six hundred and eleven for the last three years. There 
is still room for improvement in this respect. Some children are kept 
from school for want of the necessary clothing and books. 

All of our schools were in operation four months, except in Bath 
District, where three were in operation six months, and one five 
months. I think the appointment of a teacher by a trustee should 
have the approval of two members of the Board of Education. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICAtES. 



W. J. Slbert. » IIB. H. Smith. 

A. J Hottel « 2 

O. A. Sibfrt 4 

James M. Ranck 4 

T. D. Richards 2 



Miss Emma Deyier 8 

D. A. Brady 1 

Miss Hannah E. Royer 2 

J. T. Pawling 2 



A. A.Richards 1 1 Frank F. Pawling 4 

Noah Potter SiH.M.P. Clarke 8 

J. E. Widmeyer 2 Miss Mancaret Unger 3 



D. Bachanan 8 

Timothy Moriarty ] 

N. McKinley 2 

A. H. Ackec 2 

C. E. Walling : 1 

L. B. KidweU 3 

M. T. Miller 4 

S. J. Hawvermale 2 

J. D. Hawvermale 3 

W. H. Clary 2 

B. R. Gero 3 

C. M. Caldwell 3 



Thomas J. Hinckle 4 

James Robinson 1 

Miss Victoria Rankin 1 

William F. Smith 1 

R. L. Feamow 2 

A. C. AUemong 2 

L. K. Mearkle 2 

R. H. StoUer 1 

Joseph A. Mechem 2 

Charles W. Foltz 2 

MissLillie Bullock 1 

Miss Henrietta Dubois 2 



McDowell county—j. f. gamble, sup't 

I transmit herewith my third annual report of the condition of the 
free schools of McDowell county. The reports of the district boards 
to me have been very imperfect. The secretary of Elk Horn district 
moved out of the district before the report was made, consequently, 
my report relating to Elk Horn district embraces such information 
only as I have been able to collect myself. We have in the past been, 
laboring under a great many disadvantages. At the beginning of the 
school year, Big Horn district was $257 in debt, and over one-half the 
levy was taken to pay the back indebtedness of the district. Of thQ 
financial condition of Elk Horn district I am unable to make any re- 
port. Sandy River district expended $256 to pay back indebtedness 
to teachers. Under these disadvantages we have kept our schools 
open two months (four months in a sub -district). Trustees have in- 
variably failed to make any report to the secretaries, consequently, 
the whole school business devolves upon the superintendent. 

Notwithstanding we have labored under these discouraging circum- 
stances, the condition of the free schools is much better than at any 
time previous to this. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



J. M. Boyd 1 

W. L. Gamble 1 

T. V. Altizer 1 

Gus Bruster 2 

W. T. Payne 1 

Jacob Reedy 2 

F. H. Evins 2 

Thomas R. Totten 2 

T. C. Blankenship 8 

Honrv Franklin 2 

J. Riflfe 3 

10 



Columbus Murphy 8 

A. P. Bruster 2 

W. H. Herndon 1 

Laura Harman 1 

Allen Street 2 

Adam Payne 8 

A. C. Mitchell 1 

John Diskins 1 

J. J. Gamble 1 

Henry Gillespie 1 
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NICHOLAS COUNTY— J. H. Kobinson, Sup't. 

Although I repeatedly urged upon the school oflScers, whose duty 
it is to report to this office, to make and return their reports, in the 
time prescribed by law, yet some of these officers did not make their 
reports until a late date. 

I instructed the boards of education not to report until the settle- 
ments with the sheriff were made, so that the balance on hand could 
be reported. Some of these settlements were not made till very re- 
cently, which caused the delay of these reports. 

We think we can safely say, that there has been a decided improve- 
ment on the financial and statistical management of the schools in 
this county, for the past year, and perhaps, it would not be too much 
egotism for us to say the schools are advancing in many other re- 
spects. 

I met with the several boards of education and aided them in 
making the settlements with the sheriff. 

There were funds arising from the sales of delinquent land for the 
year 1873, due the different school districts as follows : To Hamilton, 
$355.07 ; to Kentucky, $21.84 ; to Wilderness, $120.97 ; to Summers- 
ville, $20.57, and also, for redemptions before sales in 1873. To Ham- 
ilton district, $27.29 ; and the same to Grant, Jefferson, Kentucky, 
Summersville and Wilderness, which amounts in all to $163.74 ; and 
also, for redemptions for 1873. To Hamilton district, $40.90 ; and to 
each of the other districts, Grant, Jefferson, Kentucky, Summersville 
and Wilderness, $40.90, which amounts to $245.40 ; making^ in all 
nine hundred and twenty-seven and fifty-nine one hundredth dollars. 
This amount was due the schools of this county for the year 1873, 
but was not received until this year. 

I derived a knowledge of these funds, from an examination of the 
»ettlcments, made by commissioners of court with the sheriff of this 
county, which commissioners met in June of each year, to settle the 
business of the county, and at the same time, made a settlement with 
the sheriff for school money, which is contrary to section fifty-two of 
school law, which says the sheriff shall make annual settlements, with 
the county court at its next term after the first of September of each 
year; when I found that county matters and school affairs were thus 
confounded, I brought it to the attention of the court, and they made 
an order separating the financial affairs of the county, from those of 
the schools, and ordered that distinct settlements be made at the 
times required by law, for making these settlements. 

Grant district has six sub districts, in each of which, four months 
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school were taught, number attending school, 196 ; average atten- 
dance, 108.6. Number studying orthography, 188 ; reading, 171 ; 
writing, 86, arithmetic, 34; geography, 12; English grammar, 10- 
Aggregate value of school property, $1,939. 

Hamilton District. — In this district there are sixteen sub districts, 
in each of which schools were taught during the past year. Average 
number of months, 3.9. Number attending school, 418 ; average 
attendance, 320.6. Number studying each branch, orthography, 415 ; 
reading, 365 ; writing, 198 ; arithmetic, 116 ; geography, 30; English 
grammar, 62 ; history, 11. Total value of school property, $24 79. 

Jefferson District has eight sub-districts. During the year there were 
thirty-two months of school taught ; 229 pupils attended schools. 
Average attendance, 165.2. Number studying Orthography, 183 ; 
reading, 144; writing, 84; arithmetic, 74 ; geography, 20; English 
grammar, 24; history, 4; algebra, 1. Yalue of school property, 
«1,275. 

.Kentucky. — In this district are eight sub-districts. Thirty-one 
months of school were taught in the past year^ Number attending^ 
school, 190 ; average attendance, 122 ; number studying orthography, 
190; reading, 139; writing, 100; arithmetic, 66; geography, 20; 
English grammar, 28 ; history, 5. Yalue of school property, $829.25. 

In Summersville District there are five sub-districts, in each of 
which four months of school were in operation during the year. 
Number attending school, 200; average attendance, 168.8. Number 
studying orthography, 189; reading, 154; writing, 116; arithmetic 
78 ; geography, 20 ; English grammar, 34 ; history, 2. Total value 
of school property, $1,370. 

Wilderness District has nine sub-districts, in each of which a school 
was taught in the past year; average number of months taught 3.9. 
Number attending school, 290; average attendance, 205.2; number 
studying orthography, 276 ; reading, 219 ; writing, 118 ; arithmetic, 
68 ; geography, 24 ; English grammar, 24 : history, 3. Total value 
of school property, $1,661. 

SUMMARY. 

In this county there are six districts which are divided into fifty- 
two sub- districts, in fifty of which are school houses, and in the other 
two, houses will be completed duHng the school year ending August 
3l8t, 1877. Number of pupils enrolled, 2,201. Number attending 
school, 1,523 ; average attendanc.e, 1,090.6. Number studying each 
branch, orthography, 1,441 ; reading, 1,192 ; writing, 702 ; arithmetic, 
436; fi:eography, 120 ; English grammar 182; history, 25; algebra) 
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1. Aggregate value of school property, 99,553.25. Yisits by county 
euperintendent, 42 ; by other officers, 136. Total, 178. I have had 
connection with the free schools since the organization of the system 
among us, as a teacher and otherwise. My experience has taught me 
that the free schools should be kept distinct from the other branches 
of the government. 1, therefore, recommend, that section forty-six 
of the school law in reference to the sheriff collecting school money, 
be so amended as to have district collectors for school money. All 
the districts made the levy required by law. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



B. C. McNutt 2 

H. C. Hill 2 

Thompson Morris 4 

Vacpclt Neil 3 

W. Y. Calligan 1 

R. E. Robinson 3 

S. M. Atwood 1 

H. W.Herold 1 

John L McCoy 8 

Walter F Callaghan 1 

A. H. Young 2 

Laura A. Cox „ 2 

Isaac N. Cox ^ 2 

Walter 8. Henderson 2 

Joseph A. Alderson 2 

James W. Whitman 1 

A. D. Kisler „ 2 

John L. McCutchen 2 

Lanty W. Horold 1 

George A. Herold 2 

David McQueen 2 

Georse Grose 1 

Frank Atwood 3 

Samuel P. Schindel 1 

E. P. White 2 



Joseph L. Smith 1 

Z. J. Call ., 8 

Abraham Wilson 4 

S. H. Copenhaver 2 

George A. Groves 8 

B.N. McCutchen 8 

Sarah E. Carder 2 

Frank McClung 2 

W. W. Jones 8 

James Tomlinson >8 

James Curren 2 

Thomas C. Brown «.... 2 

A.A.Hamilton 2 

Miss M. M. Champ 4 

F. W. Champ 8 

Charles H. Walkub 2 

H. B. Davis 8 

Jacob L. Young 3 

M. S. Groves 2 

Isaac Hart 3 

Samuel H. Ashley 2 

David 8. Fettigrew .*. 1 

T. B. Horam .'. 1 

David P. Bell 2 

Margaret A. Thornton 1 



OHIO COUNTY— J. C. Faris, Suft 

The people of Ohio county are alive to the interests of education. 
In every district they have voted for a longer term of school than 
**four months." Our school terms range from seven to ten months ; 
shortest term being seven months, longest ten months. 

We have excellent school houses in every sub-district in the county, 
except Fulton. This is but a single school district, cut off from Wash- 
ington by the corporate lines of the city of Wheeling. In this, they 
are laying a levy each year for building purposes exceeding the de- 
mands of that fund, thus gathering a surplus to enable them in a few 
years to build without borrowing money or going in debt. They laid 
a levy of fifty cents on the $100 for school purposes, CDntinued their 
school ten months. 

Eitchie is also a single school district, cut off in the same manner 
from liitchie by the lines of Wheeling. They have one hundred and 
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ninety-five scholars between six and twenty-one years of ago. Thua 
they draw enough from the State Fund to enable them, with a very 
small local levy, to have school ten months in the year. 

Triadelphia township incurred a heavy debt some years ago in com- 
pleting a good school house for each sub-district. You will notice by 
reference to financial account, they paid $570,20 interest this year, 
yet they have a sinking fund, and in a few years will be out of debt. 
Length of school term, seven months. 

Eichland and Liberty, have good school houses and are free from 
debt. Length of school term eight months. 

The reports from the clerks of the boards of education, with one 
or two exceptions, were complete and satisfactory this fall, showing 
the amount of money on hand at the beginning of the school year • 
the amount received from different sources; the amount expended ev- 
ery way and the balance on hand ; these agree with the sheriff's ac- 
count of the same. 

From Ritchie, the account is not as full as it should be. In the in- 
dependent district of Leatherwood, they lay a small levy for school 
purposes, thus enabling them to draw their share of State fund. With 
this they pay the tuition of their children in adjoining districts. I 
have never been able to found a school in their district yet. Having^ 
no school, they make no report, except concerning the laying of the 
levy, 

I would suggest that the blank forms be all made to correspond. The 
term report for teacher, the statistical for clerks, and the annual re- 
ports for superintendents, — as it is, there are discrepancies, and it ia 
hard to get the proper data for a full report. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Rebecca Anderson 2 

Mary McCoy 2 

M. V. Burrows 2 

Lizzie M. Brownlee 3 

William B. Gibson 1 

Abbie J. Wallace 2 

John I. Canton 1 

Annie Mornson 3 

Mary Buchannou 2 

Jennie C. Carroll 2 

Sarah J. Whitham 1 

A. N. Hagerty 1 



C. R. Oldham ....-«. X 

Robert H. Pogue 1 

J. W. Hancher 1 

W. R. Clark 2 

Frank Foreman 2 

G. A. Kyle 2 

Mattie Thornburg. 1 

Ella Beard 1 

Tillio Dunlap 1 

Lee Hervey 2 

Louisa Muth 1 
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PENDLETON COUNTY— William F. McQuain, Suft. 

We have 67 common schools in this county, each one of which I 
visited once, and some twice, spending a sufficient time in each to 
judge of the condition of the school, and generally throughout the 
county I found them in successful operation, and giving general sat- 
isfaction, except only in one or two instances. There were two pub- 
lic examinations held during the year, and yet it seemed necessary in 
«ome instances to grant private examinations. The number exam- 
ined was seventy — one failed and one was re-examined, therefore 
the fees collected amounted to $70, which was distributed among the 
members of the Board of Examiners. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



S. W. Mallenax 1 

John J. Hioner 2 

Frank Anderson 1 

Solomon Mauzy 3 

IsHiab Harman 4 

W. N. Murphy 4 

George M. Po£fenbarger 3 

James P. Kiser. 2 

W.W. Buck 4 

George M. Vint 1 

Miss H. C. Jones 4 

H. D. Hively 3 

E. K. Curtis 5 

Newton Uanna. 4 

John G. Dahmer 3 

John D. Masters 8 

John W. Biby 1 

William J. J. Wilson 3 

Benjamin G. Harman 3 

Addison Harman 3 

<i^eorge W. Gradf 2 

Michael Mauzr 2 

W. D. Vint 2 

A. A. Hahn 1 

A. J. Phares 2 

Noah H. Judy 1 

Leonard Harper 3 

W. Scott;. 2 

A. P. Devericks 3 

John F. Simmons 2 

Jacob H. Hinkle 3 

E. V. Blakemore 1 

L. D. Bennett 3 

.lohnM. McQuain 2 

D. S. Cunningham 3 



Lafayette Nelson 8 

JobnT. Masters 8 

J. W. Cook 2 

S. J. Blagg 4 

A.T. Calhoun 3 

B. F. Hedrick - 

E. A. Samuels. 2 

J. J. Dunkle 1 

William Marshall 2 

Daniel Landes :.. 3 

JohnS. Bond 8 

B. C. Vance 4 

A. A. Kile * 4 

WUliamVint 1 8 

N. W. Eckard 8 

J. S. Bbiir 1 

C. E. Snapp 3 

Henry D. Baxter 8 

O. D. Hottle..... 8 

BenjaMiin P. Day 3 

H. W. Arbogast 1 

W. D. Colaw 2 

W. J. Cowger 1 

A. J. Keister .^ 4 

L. M. Pope 8 

A.J. Wilson 2 

Miss A. L. Coftman 8 

J. C. Hedrick 3 

Jacob Harman 3 

Robert L. Nelson 2 

George W. Shirk 8 

A. J. Keister (re-examined) 8 

Mrs. Martha H. Ward ^ 3 

T. M. McClung 2 

George M. Schucker 8 



PLEASANTS COUNTY. 
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TEACHEBS AND GRADES OF THEIK CERTIFICATES. 



Alexander Oorrell 4 

A. Bever «....« 2 

N. L. Corbin 8 

J. M. McKinney 1 

L. S. EdgeU 8 

W. L. Locke. 2 

T. C. Coen 8 

If. Suttencutter 1 

M. E. Loper. 2 

Ida Steere. 1 

Alice Wilson 2 

Martha Wilson 8 

Annie C Imlay 2 

Nannie Holt 2 

A. M. Gorrell 3 

Wm. Rickey 4 

B, W. Rhymer 4 

J. M. Reed 4 

L. A. Ellis. 8 

J. R. Hughes 8 

W. W. Olliphant 2 

E. F. Flemming 8 

L. R. Hill 4 



L. E. McVay 2 

Carrie Egglestota 8 

Maggie Richards. 2 

Fannie Arnett 8 

V. Little >» 

G. W. Brown 8 

Mary Ellis 4 

Bell Lindsey 8 

Jennie Steele 2 

Eester Gorrell S 

MyrtiUeE. Locke. 5 

G.H. Moore. « 2 

M. M. Hall 8 

J. C. Lord 2 

Julia Ruckman 2 

T. S. Eester 2 

M. P. Dahelle ^.. 2 

J. W. Johnson 2 

Mantie Johnson 2 

Viola Johnson 2 

Charles A. Steere 8 

Clara B. Steere 8 

S. A. Weekly 2 



POCAHONTAS COUNTY— J. W. Warwick, Sup't. 

As far as I have been aolo to ascertain, I think that the schools 
were taught with good success in this county last year, and were aldo 
well and effectually disciplined with but few exceptions. 

I visited every school in the county except two, at least once, and 
many of them two or three times. At most places where there were 
new teachers. Last year there were only two houses built, and one 
IS still incomplete. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Chas. O. Arbogast 2 

EfBe M. Amiss 2 

L. Sue Beard 2 

Luther J. Beard 2 

Uriah Bird 1 

Florella M. Brown 2 

Squire L. Brown 2 

Anna C.Clark 2\ 

Lucy L. Clark 2 

Rella Clark 3 

H. Preston Cosby 1 

Rev. M. D. Dunlap 1 

Ma^e C. Erwine 1 

Elijah N. Grant 3 

Amos S. Gillespie 2 

Cora A. Grimes 3 

C. C. Hutf. X 

Dan'l Kellison 3 

Geo. M. Kee 1 

Mary S. Loury 2 



M. G. Mathews 1 

Jau. S. Moore 1 

W. N. Moore. 8 

Maggie Moore 2 

Nora Moore 1 

Geo. W. McCoUam....". 2 

Jno. C. McGlaughlin 1 

C. S. Stulting 1 

Henrietta Stulting 

Carrie Stulting.. 

Calvin L. Stulting 

Benl. L. Stuart. 6 

Hilda E. Sutton 2 

Mrs. H. E. Poague 2 

Mary W. Warwick 2 

I^ura V. Whitmore 1 

J. K. Wooddell 1 

B. M. Yeager 1 

Grattan 8. Weiford 2 
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PRESTON COUNTY— J. H. Feather, Sup't. 

1 herewith transmit to you my fifth annual report of the condition 
of the schools in Preston county, with such details as I could gather 
both from the recorded, as well as unrecorded statistics. I have used 
all available means to present a full and correct report, although I 
am afraid that I have failed. 

1 visited all the schools in the county last winter, save four or five, 
and gave such instructions as 1 thought most needed ; scrutinizing 
closely the mode of instructions given by the various teachers in the 
county. I am happy that I am able to report progress j the pupils 
attending school have made commendable progress in their studies. 

We are now able to furnish our own teachers ; heretofore we were 
under the necessity of employing a great many teachers from other 
counties and States. 

I close this, mj^ fifth annual report, by returning my heartfelt thanks 
to the citizens of Preston county for the undivided friendship and cor- 
diality which has been so generously bestowed upon me. 



TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



WiDlam 8. Baylos 2 

John F. Michle 1 2 

WiUiara E. Kincaid „ 1 

J. D. Eicbelbeiger » 1 

Mattie M. McGee 2 

Scott Walter 2 

Newton S. Michle 2 

Jennie Graham 2 

A. F. McMillen 2 

Homer Posten 2 

Wilbert Posten 2 

VenieM. Potter 2 

M. J. Crogan 1 

M. F. Powell ..« 1 

Sadie A. Baker 1 

Louis Garner 2 

Barbary l^yer 2 

John R. Burson 2 

D. M. West 1 

John S. Needroe 1 

Robert Arnold 1 

James Forinan 2 

Henry 8. Shaffer 8 

Sarah E Frush 3 

D. W. Miller 2 

D. R. Ford 1 

Mollie C. Stone 2 

George D. Bowers 2 

Mary Gorman 2 

A. 6. Roahbaugh 1 

D. H. Savage 2 

J. L. Pierce 8 

Susan Baker 2 

Maggie Gordan .*. 2 

Helen StCharles 1 

Geo. W. Leighton 2 

I>avid M. Watring 2 



William M. Emery 2 

Josiah DitmoDS 2 

William H. Gusseman » 2 

.Teremiah Gutherie 2 

L. W. Fike 2 

Lucian Spurgin 2 

C. J. Martin 8 

Alpheus Rigbtinire 2 

A. 8. Shaw 2 

B. H. Elsie 1 

M. L. Nine 8 

A. S. Teats 2 

W. S. Grimes 2 

EU Albright 2 

Melissa Fansler 2 

Mrs. L. O. Grady 2 

]j. J. Forman 2 

Jared Feather 2 

Georges. Deakins 2 

Rev. 11. P. Baily 1 

Lou A. Browning 2 

Stephen Stansbcrry 1 

J. G. McClure 2 

D. H. Barker 2 

Sarah C Listen 2 

W. F. Nine 3 

C. H. Hoilfreld 1 

Ray Amett 2 

A. Watson 2 

J. A. Bell 3 

W. R.Shaffer 2 

John Fortney 1 

B. M. Squires 8 

C. L. Birtcher 2 

L. H. Reenana 2 

Mary M. Glenns 2 

EUa Daggett 1 
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T£ACH£B8 AND GRADES OF THEIB CEfiTIFICATES-Gontiimed. 



E Orris Ladwig ».......» 1 

MiUtoC. Clark..^ « 1 

I. P. Martin 1 

B. F. ICmrtin...............^^ « 8 

J. J. Murtin .^.......«. 2 

Bhoda Leigbton ^.... 2 

G«orKe y. Leigbton 2 

J. E. David 1 

Cbarlet Vangickle 1 

Marsbal Friend ^ 2 

G. W. Matbew* 2 

Josepb Arnold » 2 

Tbaa Cunningham 1 

Disa Frankhouser »..^ » ^ 2 

Thomas Jenkins ~ 2 

J. R. Scott „ .-. 2 

MUford C!oppett 2 

E H. Abraham 1 

Frank McKee 1 

F. P. Burke 2 

L. Colter 1 

N. B. GriflSn 2 

Ira Ross 2 

8. A. MitcbeU - 2 



D. L.Tan8ey ^. 1 

Wm. F. Bdlller ^ 1 

C. C. Feather 2 

O. a Carroll « ^ 1 

J. A. Bower ^.M,. m Z 

Stte M. Gamer 1 

SaTillaV. (Earner S 

D. G. Watson 1 

P. R. Smith 2 

8. F. Bennett 2 

C. C. Jacobs 2 

Rev. 8. Graham 1 

Rev. E. W. Zinn 1 

8. N. Rocer8...» 2 

T. V. Coiemon „ 2 

KateG. Daily 1 

W. 8. Hopkins 2 

W. M.Walter 1 

H. B. Fortney 2 

A. A. Menen 8 

J. M. Laughridge B 

A. F. Simpson 1 

W. M. Warden 2 



PUTNAM COUNTY— M. S. Kirtley, Sup't 

The free school system in this county is in a prosperous condition. 
We have a good and efficient corps of teachers ; the boards of educa- 
tion have selected from the most intelligent and prominent citi- 
zens, men endowed with business tact and administrative ability, 
and out of what was, a few years ago, chaos and confusion, now ex- 
ist order, harmony and unity. Eigid economy has been enforced, 
both in the regulation of teachers salaries and in the erection of 
buildings, &c., with the exception of the one item of "sweeping build- 
infif and making fires." In throe of the districts I find that 2131.75 
has been paid for this luxury alone, while in the other four nothing 
has been charged. 

Our present sheriff, so far as I have been able w learn, has been 
prompt to pay all orders drawn on the Teachers' Fudd, causing these 
drafts to pass in all parts of the county as current as bank checks* 

The secretaries of the boards of education nave at all times made 
their several reports with neatness and dispatch. Their books are 
kept in an intelligible and business like manner, showing at a glance 
the various receipts and expenditures of the different funds, which 
will obviate, I think, so far as this county is concerned, the necessity 
of another *'high joint" committee to extricate the boards of educa- 
tion from their financial blunders. 

The great desideratum is to have a better attendance at school. 

11 
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My report shows the enumerAtion of youths for the county to be 
3,205 ; of this number only 2,144 attend school, while the daily av- 
erage attendance is but 1,285, or but little more than forty per cent, 
of the whole. 

I hear no complaint of the working of the free school system under 
the present law except that of the one Trustee. In a few instances 
in this county the-trustees have employed teachers through personal 
motives, who were not desired by a majority of the patrons of the 
schools. 

I am satisfied that if the present school law should be amended, al- 
lowing three trustees to each sub-district, appointed by the Board of 
Education, that it would render better satisfaction, and would be in- 
strumental in a more judicious selection of teachers. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES.—Continued. 



S. B. Chilton 10. C.Johnson 1 

C. C. Casto 2 S. W.Blair fi 

A. A. Hauley 2' W. M.Cooper 2 

A. E. Duduing 2|John W. Cooper. 2 

Lycurgus Hanley 2|L. J. Ashworth ».... 2 

J. W. Keynold8 2 F.J. Dufler 3 

Mc. F.Connor 1 'John C. Henderson * 2 

B. M. McAllister ij William J. O'Neill 2 

John A. Sex'shols 3!J. C. Thomas 1 

William E. Herndon 2 J. H. Taylor 2 

D. H. Thomas a'HenryC. Ridgway (colored) 3 

T. D. Honaker 2jJ. W. Kirk 2 

W.L.Hughes 2|FrancisC. James (colored) 2 

A. S. Coultor 2iMisa Emma ti. Thompson 2 

A. Coulter 2;MissMaddie L. Dudding 2 

J. H. Coulter 2 Miss Sue Derrick 2 

F. F. Higginbotham 2!Miss Maggie Lyons 2 



James 11. Shanks 3 

J. H. Ilcnsen 3 

R. H. Wiley 3 

A. C. Blair 2 

JS. J. Kane 1 

a- V.Hartley 1 

W. T. Alexander 1 

R. C. Causan ^.. 2 

C. M. Farrar 2 

yeto Farrar 3 

Charles Winn 3 

S. E. llartlev 2 

F. M Sovin'e 2 

C. M. Sovine 2 

John C. Brown 1 

L. P. Proffiti 2 

Ct. W. Meeks 2 

T. B. Pittsford 3 



Miss Mattie Stark 3 

Miss Pannie C. Stark 2 

Miss Bettie C. Reynolds 2 

Miss Josephine McAllister 2 

Miss Lizzie Waring 2 

Miss Annie Brown , 2 

Miss Emma Vintroux 2 

M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 



ss Julia Vintroux 2 

ss M. E. Casto 4 

ssM. J. Cooper 3 

ssIvaJ. Hanley 2 

ss Ida Higginbotham 2 

ssEmma Shanks 8 

ss S. J. Jones 1 

ss Bettie Stuart 2 

ss Jennie Hutton 2 

ssMary F. Palmer 2 



EALEIGH COUNTY— G. W. Cook, Sup't. 

Town district has twelve good houses, and the schools were a suc- 
cess the past year. I will mention a school taught five months by 
W. S. Hanna, in which many of the teachers greatly improved them- 
selves. The school was supported by^the students. 
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The houses in Marsh Pork are not furnished with desks nor black- 
boards, and the children do not attend school regularly. 

Trap Hill has three or four good houses, but the remainder are 
inferior. Schools medium. 

Slab Fork is a small district, but it is building average houses, and 
the teachers* fund is in a good condition. 

Clear Pork has good schools, but the children do not attend school 
as thev should. Houses medium. 

Shady Spring has ten good houses, and building others. It is the 
only district that kept its schools up four months ; it is in a good con 
dition financially. 

The building levy in Richnian district i^i never more than five or 
ten cents on the hundred, consequently the houses are indifferent. 

Certificates were graded too high, from the fact that the board of 
examiners put the per cent, too low. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Le-wis Hunter 2 

8ianna Roles 3 

H. V. Dunn 1 

M. E. Vass 1 

John R. Callaway 2 

T. J. Callaway 1 

Wra. G. Callaway 2 

John W. Yost 4 

Milton Curtis 1 

O. S. Riffe./. 1 

W. T. Harper 1 

Joseph E. Carper 1 

W. M. MiUer 1 

Jane E. Calfee 3 

Wm. C. Hollands worth 1 

Addison Hanna 1 

J. G. Meador 3 

W. M. Meador 4 

John J. Meador 4 

J. S. McCarthy 2 

J. A. Townsley 4 

Harvev Cook 1 

A.J. t£utchinson 3 

Nathan Scott 1 

Alex. Watts 3 

O. P. stover 3 

F. H. Brickey 4 

Lizzie R. Oaks 4 

J. A. Rand 2 

T. J. Ross 4 

A. J. Williams 3 

T. C. Miller 3 

C. R. Caldwell 3 

George Bailey 1 



Martin Ellison 1 

Tolison Shumate : 1 

L. F. Meador 1 

John Hollandsworth 4 

A. L. Richman R 

J. W. Lilly 8 

Joseph Parker 2 

G. B. Vine 4 

Ballard Richman 4 

W. E. Martin 1 

C. A. Bryant 3 

Sarah F. Lilly 5 

John Lilly 8 

S. A. Williams 1 

Joseph Peters 1 

W. H. McGinnis 1 

Martha McVey 8 

P. M. Fades 4 

John Hanaker 4 

Andrew Williams 8 

Joshua Harvey 8 

Rufus Underwood 1 

W. L. Braj?g 1 

Fuma Walker 4 

Susan Hale 4 

W.S.Dunbar 8 

Moses Bowers 3 

A. C. Godbey 4 

T. G. Holt 5 

Anna McVey 8 

Russ Hanna 2 

W. S. Hanna 1 

Mary A. Ellison 2 



EANDOLPH COUNTY— J. Woods Price, Sup't. 

I was not able to visit the schools at the proper time on account ot 
other important matters needing my attention. Having these mat- 
ters somewhat arranged, I expect next year to give the county a thor^ 
ough canvassing. 
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I think the Bchools wero generally BatiRiactory. It is impossible iiv 
oar thinly settled neighborhoods to suit all parties in the matter of 
schools. 

As actions, not words, are the things needful to conduct the school 
system in a proper manner, I will make no farther remarks now. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF TIIEIU CERTIFICATEii. 



liowis D. Wilmouth 1 

W. 8. Strader 1 

T. E. Hodues 1 

N. K. LennouMr 2 

MlwMariu Wilson „ 2 

James Bfadden 1 

F. P. Madden 2 

James S. Vaughn 2 

WillUiu L. Kee 1 

T. C. Curtin 2 

Miaa Maud Chcnovcth^ 2 

J. J. Scott 8 

Isaac Hetrirh 2 

N.J. Lambert 2 

Miss V. Mahen 8 

L S. Poling 8 

C. M. Moore 2 

James 8. Poling 2 

J. A. Gibson 8 

A. A. SUlnaker 2 

A. C. McDaniels 8 

8. N. Wilfoug ^ 2 

Miss V. See » 3 

J. R. Grove 8 

J. N. Lambert 1 

John Orsborne » 8 

T. C Curtis 1 

Randolph Wise 6 

H. C. Wilmouth „ 2 

J. B. Caniield .'. 1 

J. B. Little 2 

J. H. M. Butcher 1 2 

Stork Baker „ 8 



A. Wilmouth ^ I- 

J. A. Vaughn » ~.. 1 

J.J. Ferguson ^. 2 

C. H. Rice 2 

J.'U. Fobynater ~~.. 8-' 

J. B. Blackman 2 

MissM. A. Durkln » ^.... 2 

L. D. Gould 4 

William H. Boselj «» 

George J. Sujnmers 8^ 

A. Bosworth..^.* ^ 4- 

G. W. Daniels 4 

Mifw Jane Wilson .». 2' 

Jed lianham ~ 2 

Miss L. Cheuoweth 3 

J. T. Durkin - S 

John P. Morgan 2 

D. B. Curtis 1 

Andrev Hathaway 8 

William T. Simmon* « 8 

George E. Boscly 4 

J. A. HUlyard * 

J. G. Flory 2 

MissB. £. Kalon 4 

W. B. Yeardley 1 

MissR.C. Wilmouth 1 

S. Wilmouth 3 

Bascum Warner....^ 2 

Miss L. Bradley „ 2' 

Miss M. A. 8. tiem_ 8^ 

A. F. WUmouth « «. 1 

Mrs. M. A. S. Hero^....... 8 

L. H. Schoonorer 2 



RITCHIE COUNTY-J. N. Kbndaljl, Sup't. 

In making this my annual report of the free schools of Bitchie 
county, I am gratified to state that there has been great improvement in 
our schools during the past year. Our citizens are beginning to real- 
ize the fact that it is to their interest to educate home teachers, and 
employ them to teach our schools. All the schools in the county ex- 
cepting seven, wore taught by home teachers during the scholastic 
year just ended, and they have, with few exceptions, given general sjit- 
isf action. 

There is one thing to which I desire to call attention which should 
be remedied if possible, and that is that many ot the children, for 
whose special benefit these schools|are established, attend so irregularly. 
Youths are permitted to attend school or absent themselves according 
to their own or their parents whims. Hence, it is found in some schools 
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-a small minority of children belonging to those sub-districts are in at- 
tendance. However revolting compalsory education may be to per- 
sons who consider it as an infringement on the principles of American 
liberty, it certainly would be more acceptable, considering the bene- 
rfits accruing therefrom, than that condition of society which must re- 
sult from a wilful neglect to educate the young. Let then the educa- 
tors of the country devise means to overcome this evil, and whatever 
.legislation may be needed on this subject to secure the desired end, 
let us have it, whether compulsory or not. 

During the scholastic year I made ninety-four visits to the differ- 
ent schools in the county, visiting all except one, once and some 
twice. While visiting the different schools I took a great deal of 
pains to encourage the teachers in a faithful performance of their du- 
ties, and always delivered a lecture to the pupils on the importance 
of education and the great benefits to be derived therefrom. I tried 
also to impresfe upon the teachers the importance of looking to the 
moral as well as the intellectual training of the young, so that our 
land may be filled with honest, upright citizens. . 

We have had several new school houses erected during the past 
year and have others und^r contract ; all of which are comfortable 
and respectable, I have been successful in combating the old logy 
notion that any kind of a building is good enough for a school house. 
Hence in all the plans I have approved, I have had an eye to 
•comfort, neatness, convenience, and durability of structure. .The 
buildings erected, will do credit to any county in the State. 

The school at Cairo has the largest attendance of any in the coun- 
ty. It was kept open seven months daring the scholastic year end- 
ing the thirty- first of August. The sum of three hundred dollars 
was appropriated from the Peabody fund for its benefit ; which was 
drawn by me and paid over to the teachers. 

A change back to the three trustee system, or abolishini* the trus- 
tee system altogether, and giving the power to the boards of education 
to select the teachers in their districts, would be much more desirable 
■than the present arrangement. It is too often the case where there is 
but one trustee that he insists upon employinsc a relative or friend to 
teach the school over which he has control, without ever consulting 
the wishes of the patrons of the school, which, of course, creates dis- 
satisfaction. It is to bo hoped that our law-makers will remedy this 
»cvil at their earliest convenience. 



m 
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TKACIIER.S AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATED 



I 

A. Delonp 1 Allen Squires. - ~ 5 

D. A. MHiiniiiH '2, William Trevey... 8 

MIssM. G. WerniKer 1" Albert Thrash 2 

MisstiarahS. Siiuontou 1 M. D. Bartlett 2 

William L. Hays. II William H. Sharpnack 2 

J. M. Hall 2| Wm. M. Cox 2 

Miss Addio Linin^er liThoma«« (iiecnbank 2 

Col. J. C. Liiiiiiger 1,F. M. Hayiies " 3 

McKendre Wilson ft 

Miss C. F. Randolph..... 2 

Miss Kate MeKinley 4 



W. E. Hudkiiis 1 

Miss Mflguio M. Anderson 1 

Lewis Garrisi»n 3 

Miss Sarah Lowther 2 G. H. F.Randolph.: 2 

J.I. Hall 3|Mrs. A. A. Dougherty ^ 8 

M. C. Hall 2D. W. Cox 1 

Miss Sarah L.Starr 2 

MissMarv A. MeGiunis 2 

M. E. St.' Clair .- 4 

Miss Geniima B. Heck 3 A. P. Glover 4 



Miss Mary E. Anderson 1 

Miss Susanna Anderson 2 

Miss Callie F. Randolph 3 



Wm. J. Lynch 3 

Miss Sail ie A. Lowthcr 2 

Miss Kate Peirpoiut 3 

C. Douglass 1 

Miss Ma4?Kie M. Amos 1 

MissMarv S. Kercheval 2 

Miss Matiie Dil worth ^ 3 

Miss S. J. Snodgrass 3 

T. W. Ireland 2 

Miss Sarah F. Marsh 4 

R. H. Martin I 

D. B. Cunningham 3 

C. Letoriero 1 

Miss Ella M. Pierpoint 3 

Miss Mary Gordon 1 

W. B.Hayden 1 

J. E. Cross 1 

G. A. Corhin 3 

S. P. Crummett 4 

D. V. Bayne* 4 

H. Ash 4 

Miss BessieCorhin 3 

Mrs. Emaline Barclay 2 

Miss Alice Reed 2 

S. H. McGregor 3 

Lloyd Whaley 2 

A. B. Smith 1 

K. C. Edgell 4 

Wesley Davis 2 



Miss Laura Hall 3 

Mis.^ Annie Hall 8 

W. J. Lynch 2 

J. F. Cunningham 2 

("harles Walker S 

W. IL Ayres .- 8 

J. H. Nichol 1 

W. Johnson 8 

J. V Dotts 2 

J. W. McDougal 8 

Mrs. T. J. Ireland 2 

Mrs. Hattie HuldermaUs 2 

G A. Corbin 2 

Jacob Rickey 1 

MissS. A. Dye 2 

Miss Mollie Armstrong 2 

K. C. Etlgell 4 

A. M. Wade 8 

S. H. McGregor /2 

William M. Cox 1 

Miss Kate Peirjwint 3 

Silas Mason 2 

Minor S. Bartlett 4 

W. W. Page « 8 

D. N. Meredith 2 

A. M. Wade„ « 8 

MissTheora Sprague 2 

J. M. Roberts 4 

Miss M.J. McGinnis 8 



P. C. Smith 2:Mrs. T.J. Ireland 2 



Wm. Jones 2 

C. N. Snodgrass 3 

Henry Varner 4 

W. B. Trevey , 5 



Miss Mollie Armstrong 1 

Phillip Cox 2 

James M. Moore 1 

G. W. Lowther 2 



W. S. Luzader '. 4;C. N. Snodgrass 2 

M.L. Corbin 2 W. B. Owen 1 



Lafayette Davis 3 

T. T. McDougal 2 

Miss Lucy B. Kercheval 2 

H. Ash 2 



P.C. Snodgrass 8 

W. H. Sharpnack 1 

J. M. Roberts 2 

Hiram Dotta 1 



SUMMERS COUNTY— C. S. Ellison, SupH, 



In the past year sixty -six primary schools have been taught in 
Summers county, and, while I have not the pleasure of reporting to 
you that which we shall never see — everybody pleased — yet satisfac- 
tion is more general and the proficiency of our teachers much im- 
proved, with an increase in daily school attendance of more than one 
hundred. 
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In the transmission of this report I ask to tender the State Super- 
intendent of Public Schools of West Virginia not only my own sense 
of gratitude for personal and oflScial kindness, but, in behalf of the 
people of Summers county, to give some expression of appreciation 
of the fidelity and zeal that has characterized the performance of bis 
many and arduous public duties. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



H. H. Hawkins 2 

G. W.Lefwieh H 

G. W. Tompkins 3 

B. L. Pedigo 4 

M. S. Hurley 2 

Miss E. Lochert 1 

Miss Nannie Foster 3 

MissMattie Foster 4 

Miss Eliza B. French 1 

J M. KUIey 1 

H. F. Kesler 1 

T. J. Cotton 4 

J. H. Miller 2 

J. F. Miller (colored) 3 

J. W. Harvey 4 

H. W. Wills 4 

C. H. Graham 2 

G. W. Ballingee 8 

T. R. Ballingee 8 

A. E. Cotton 2 

William M. Meador 4 

J. D. Martin 2 

H. Z. Martin 2 

J. C. Ball : 3 

Charlie A. Clark 3 

J. W.Tincher 4 

H. C. Cook 2 

G. C. Hughes 2 

William P. Harvey 4 

J. S. Meadows 4 



E. L. Dunn , 2 

P. L. Alderson 3 

A. M. Hutchinson '. 2 

C. H. Payne (colored) ; 8 

D. J. Maun 3 

B. T. Perkins (colored) 4 

J. H. Havnes 8 

Jesse Call 8 

Albert Robinson (colored) 8 

R. L Deeds ^.. t 

W. L. Commack 8 

Willie R. Thompson 1 

Miss Lucinda Ball 8 

Miss E. J. Norvell 1 

Levi A. Lilly 4 

Miss Mar V J. Jordan 3 

John L. iHiUer ; 2 

A. A. Allen 2 

0. L. Miller 2 

H. J. Tucker 2 

Newton McNeer 8 

Miss Annie E.Baker i 

Robert Commack 4 

Miss Nannie J. Ellison 8 

Charlie V. Ashworth 2 

, Robert W. Neely 8 

j Miss Siannie Roles 4 

iThomas D. Burdett 2 

F. H. Brown (colored) 6 



TAYLOK COUNTY— S. K. Powell, Sup't 

Grafton independent school district has a white enumeration of 
831, and colored^ 33. This district has a large and commodious brick 
building, situated in an elevated part of the town, and has six well 
furnished rooms. This school was kept in session nine months, with 
the assistance of $800 Peabody Fund, and had an average daily at- 
tendance of 328. The daily attendance does not seem to be what it 
should, considering the number enumerated ; but the Catholics run a 
school of their own which is not reported, and accounts tor the tardy 
attendance. There was also a colored school in operation in this dis- 
trict ; partly supported by transferred scholars from Court House 
district, but it was not reported. 

Pruntytown independent district has one school house containing 
four rooms, but only three of them were occupied this year. This 
building is erected on the foundation of the old Eector college that 
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WHS burnt down some years ago. It is a brick honse, beautifally and 
pleasantly situated. This district has a school population of 155. 
School was kept open four months, with a daily attendance of 85. 
The attendance is not very commendable in this district. The ten 
colored youths of this district were provided with a school by the 
board of education, but not reported. Court House district is divided 
into ten sub districts, each contains one house and employs one teach- 
er, except Webster, which employs two and West G^rafton the same. 
There is an addition of a two story front to the West Grafton school 
house, in course of construction which is necessary to meet the rapid 
growth in population. This district reports a school population of 
672. Schools were kept in session four months with an average daily 
attendance of 339. Flemington district is sub-divided into five dis* 
tricts and each employs one teacher. This district reports a white 
school population of 259 ; colored, 18. The white schools were run 
four months with an average daily attendance of 144. One colored 
school was run three months with an average daily attendance of 27. 
It was assisted by adjoining districts, I presume. 

Booth's Greek district has ten sub-districts, each containing one 
house and employing one teacher. This district reports a school pop- 
ulation of 489. Schools in this district were all in session four months, 
except one which was continued five, with an average daily atten- 
dance of 218. Grafton district has six sub-districts and each district 
has one house and employs one teacher. The white school popula- 
tion is 329 ; colored, 32. Schools were continued four months. White 
average daily attendance 132 ; colored, nine. 

Folterman district is sub-divided into thirteen districts, each has one 
house and employs one teacher, except in the town of Fetterman, 
where they employ two. The school population ii)L this district is 
639. Schools were all in session four months, with an average daily 
attendance of 381. 

Taylor county has a school population of 3,507. Has forty-six 
school houses and employs sixty teachers. Colored scholars are 
taught in rented houses. Average salary of whfitc teachers per 
month, $37.50, of colored, 825.00. Average cost per *pupil for all 
purposes, based on the average daily attendance, $8.34. I visited all 
the schools in the county (except four) and found all of them (with 
one or two exceptions) in as flourishing a condition as could have 
b^en expected. In visiting the schools, 1 gave particular attention 
to the location of school houses, condition of furniture, the advance- 
ment of the school, the interest manifested by both teacher and pupil, 
the text books used and the course and method of instruction. Spent 
half of a day in each school or in each apartment. I found the teachei*s 



REPORTS OF COUNTY SUPEKINTENDENTS. 



89 



active and alive to the interests of their calling. The scholars nsnallj 
acquitted themselves very well and denoted a degree of proficiency 
in their studies (generally speaking) that was entirely beyond my 
expectations, considering the length of time the free system has been 
in successful operation in this part. 

The greatest drawback to the successful working of the free schools 
in this county is the small attendance in proportion to the number 
enumerated. I sincerely hope the time will soon be here, when in- 
telligent parents (at least,) will appreciate the free privilege they 
have, and send their children to school. 

The boards of education of the county have laid the levy required 
by law. In conclusion, permit me to return my thanks to the teach- 
ers and scholars for their kindness toward me while visiting them ; 
likewise to the citizens for their hospitality while traveling over the 
county. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



A. C. Martin 


1 


M. F. Gather 


2 


A. T. CrawUe 


1 

1 


M. J. Lawler 


8 


A. F. Burdett 


Mrs. M. J. Hertzug 

MissM. J. Warder 


5 


A. A. Coplin 

Calvin Reed 


1 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 


1 


Nola Gare , 


2 


C. W. Cax 

C. P. Yates 


N. W. Newbraugh 

P. H. O'Brien 


„.. 8 

1 


C. H. Rector 

C. M. Snaw 


R. F. Rightmire 

R. A. Marrow 


1 

4 


Columbus Ford 


1 


Miss Rowena Yates 

R. M. Male 

Soloman Poe 


4 


C. W. Roe 


4 


„ 5 


D. v. Payne 


9 

1 


2 


G. N, Martin 


S. W. Poe 


2 


G. W. Elder 


2 

3 

2 


Smilto Newlon 


2 


Howard Gather 


Sue O'Brien 




MisH Ida Sinclair 


T. W. Rightmire 

T. P. Fordyce 

W. G. Currey 

William Wood 

W. L. Knotts 


* 


J. M. Brohard...M, 


2 




J. L. McAllister 


2 




J. A. Watson 


1 




J. C. Gather 


2 




J. C. Nixan 


2 


W. J. McAllister 




J. F. Johnson 


3 

2 

1 


W. A.Nixon 




J, G. Gaplin 

J. T. Mason 


W. C' Jones 




W. 8. Rvan 




J. S. Ijeonard 


1 


W. J. K:ing 

W. J. Murphy 

J. W. Newlon 

Bruce McDonald 




L. V. Robinson 


8 




L. C. Bamett 


3 


|V J 


Miss Miranda Gather 


2 




Mrs. M. M. Lane 


2 


Steven Stiles 




M. J. Bartlett 


3 
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TUOKEE COUNTY— William B. Maxwell, SupX 

There were twenty-eight schools taught in this county the past 

year, and, while.the grade of certificates of a majority of the teachers 

was not quite as high as we would desire, yet entire satisfaction was 

rendered in nearly every instance. 

The Boards of Education in the different districts appear to be 
12 



so 
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alive to tho importance of completing their school hoases at as early 
a time as pos^iblo- 

At the prosQOt time there are three school houses under contract, 
and others «ill be pkirod auder contract shortly. 

At the February term of our County Court one of tho theo exiet- 
ing distpiets wne diviclod and a now district formed, and at ibo April 
term another district was sub-divided, forming another uom- district. 
The formation of said new districts necessitated the appointment, on 
my part, of Boiirds of Education (or them. Being just in tho middle 
of tbe school year, this created a sort of chaos in the working of ibe 
affairs of ihe districts so divided. 

AH the secretaries of these districts made reports to mo. Many of 
tho items contained in one report would bo found in the report of the 
seeretaryof the adjoining district, and, taking in consideration all tbea© 
matters, it would bo impossible for me to embody in a report all the 
mjuutite required or expected to be found in areport to the State Sn- 
perintendent. 

The progrosa of tbe free school system in this county for the past 
year has been flattering indeed ; the people are becoming more and 
more endeared to it. 

AND GRADES OF THEIB CEBTIFICATES. 



O. W. White..,, 
M. H. Qodwia.. 

J. H. Smter 

J.T.Muon 

T. Frniuon 



a W. wSoinl 



S.VSSS,--: : ;■- 


~ri 
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TYLER COUSTY— T. N. Pakks, Sup't. 

Despite the "hard times" and the many difficulties that wo had to 
meet, our schools were all supplied with an active, eiiergetio class of 
teachers, and were taught for a term of four months with a degree 
of BuccesB unequaied, probably, by any past year. 

In the county we have six diatricta, and sixty-on? sub- districts, in 
which we employ eixty-ionr teachers ; all of whom, during the past 
year, were residents of tho State, with the exception of six.. Those 
from other States were fine teachers ; and we were pleased, while we 
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could not furnish all our schools with home teachers, to supply them 
with teachers so proficient as were those from abroad, employed du- 
ring the past year. 

Our teachers are making considerable literary advancement. It ia 
thought that the very low wages paid teachers in some districts tend 
to discourage teachers, and drive them from the profession of teach- 
ing ; and thus the progress of our schools are very materially affect- 
ed. It seems that many of our people have yet to learn that in or- 
der to have good schools we must have good teachers ; and to have 
good teachers we must, at least, pay them a respectable salary. 

The changes needed in our school law are so numerous that I deem 
it unnecessary to Attempt to mention any of them. Many of them 
are of vital importance to our free schools ; and we hope at the next 
session of our Legislature that it will give us such legislation as will 
renaove the many conflictions in our school law. 



TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



S. M. Walthers 3 

Jennie M. Ferguson 1 

Anna E. Lockwood 3 

Mattie Dodds 3 

G. W.Rice 

W. R. Smith 1 

W. G. Smith 3 

C. B. Owens 2 

W. A. Smith 2 

J. A. MaxwelJ „ 3 

J. H. Hickman 1 

J. S. Fordyce 2 

G. D. Smith 3 

N, W. Wells 2 

P. K. Wilcox 2 

M. 8 Hanes 3 

M. R. Duty 3 

L. A. Lowther 2 

Mary E. Smith 2 

D. F. Hisson 2 

Mollie Thompson 2 

J.H. Gain 2 

John N. Mclntire 3 

W. E. Moore 3 

N. Bayne.^. 3 

H. B. Ankrom 3 

Alexander Porter 1 

Jacob Porter 1 

Alexander Ash 3 

George S. Smith 2 

Robert Smith 4 

Joseph Ankrom 2 

Armstrong Weekly 5 

Celia J. Corbley 3 

Isaac Jones 8 

J. N. McNight 1 

Lydia V. Joseph 1 

La Fayette Davis 2 

Rufus UUum 3 

G. 0. Riggs ;. 2 

R. A. Morrow 2 



O. W. O. Hardman 1 

MissC. C. Bowser 2 

Leah Sweaiingen ^ 3 

H. T. Givins 8 

Okey J. Moore 4 

Martin Dopier 2 

C. G. Slemaker 1 

P. B. Lowry 1 

Joseph Williams 2 

Robert Smith 8 

Theodore Covalt 2 

W. S. Jones 2 

Miss G. B. Taylor 3 

R. J. R. Barber 2 

Miss J. C. Burnett...;. 2 

J. T. Booth 8 

W. E Weber. 8 

Granville Jones 4 

T H. Booth 8 

W. U. Patton 2 

Miss Francis Smith 8 

John Adams 1 

John W. Britton 2 

E. M. Hugus 1 

A. W. Ridgway 8 

Wm. Dana 2 

A. W. Gorrell 2 

Sam Rissiger 1 

O. A. Thomas 2 

Nicholas Fordyce 2 

Mary Williams 9 

J. W. Stringer » 

John Polen 4 

Sarah Anderson Z 

Miss J. C. Hare 8 

MissM. V. Allen S 

M. A. McGinnis 2 

J. T. Hickman, examiner 

J. C. Warner, examiner 

A. B. Wilson, State Cr 

T. N. Parks, county sup't 
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UPSHUR COUNTY. 



isro "^^niTTEisr hei^oht. 



TEACHEBS AND GRADES OB' TUEIU CERTIFICATES. 



Calvin P. Darnall 2 

Robert A. Darnall 2 

Charles A. Dunnington 8 

Luke P. Brooks 2 

Pattie J. Day 2 

Addie M. Burr 2 

M. Jennie Totten 3 

JohnM. I^«ke 8 

Lawton D. Gould 8 

James S. Dean „ 2 

Addie E. Clark 8 

James J. Peterson 1 

HattleBunten „ 2 

Jennie Dean 3 

Alfred C. Linger - 3 

Winfield S. Strader 1 

Jorcph B. Mathers 1 

Albert J. Marple 1 

George W. Smiths 3 

George C. AUman 1 

Arciuiata Clark 4 

Granville D. WestfaU 2 

Leonard F. LingiBr 4 

Maggie Hinkle 2 

John W. Kidd 2 

Steward P. Cutright 4 

Paris Lewis 3 

George W. Elskew 4 

Virginia Maher 5 

W. R. Jewell 1 

Willis P. Woodley, Jr 3 

Willi..m F. Lister „ 2 

Jerome S. Fultz 3 

Clark L. Rohrbough 4 

Mjra Gould 4 

E. A. Hamner 2 

Hoyd Sexton 2 

R. Y. Summers 3 

George J. Summers 4 

John D. Summers 2 

Charles L. Brown 4 

J._D. Atkinson 3 

Sell Moore 3 

Theodore E. Hodges 1 

Helena E. Carter 3 

Lida L. Carter 3 

B. F. P. Ours 2 

Jemima K. Huffman....^ 4 

MoUie S. Hearner 4 

John y. Termy 4 

William B. Lynch 1 

Rebecca A. Iluffman 5 

A. W. Teriney 4 

George W. Beer 1 

V. F. Tavlor 2 

William te. Talbott 3 

O. W. Bunner 2 

D. N. Armstrong 2 

John 8. Douglass » 1 , 

Eugene Brown '. 31 



William H. Queen « 4 

J. E. Vangilder „ 4 

Robert L. Tallman 4 

Hasseltine Bartlett 3 

EmmaM. Bartlett S 

Lizzie F. Bartlett S 

Rebecca A. Huffinan 4 

Luke P. Brooks .'. 1 

H. Boyers Moigan 3 

Louisia Bartlett 4 

James E. Vangilder S 

George W. Eskew „. 4 

Addie E. Clark 2 

P. D. Hannah ?. 4 

AdaM. Burr 1 

Mattie E. Townsend 1 

Emmie Perry 2 

John A. Vantromp 2 

M. Worth Morrison 2 

John A. Hess 1 

Lvdia E. Young 1 

Thomas E. Hodges I 

Hattie Bunten 1 

Samuel A. Elliot 5 

Rhoda E. Gould 1 

Mollie 8. Heavener 8 

M. Jennie Totten 2 

A. Lester Bond 3 

IraL. Murit 3 

Lyde L. McAvoy 2 

Laura Gould „ 3 

Joseph Bartlett S 

William H. Queen 8 

Rosa E. McAvoy 4 

David Poe 3 

John V. Tenney 4 

C. A. Dunnington 2 

L. W. Loudin 8 

James F. Hodges 2 

Q. L. Young 1 

Alta E. Rolph „ 8 

Birdie WUliams 1 

.\lice Brown, Failed 

Alverda Colinder, Failed 

Of the above, the following were examined twicet 

C. A. Dunnington 

L. P. Brooks 

Ada M. Burr 

M. Jennie Totten 

Addie E. Clark 

Hattie Bunten 

G«K)rge W. Eskew 

Mollle S. Heavner a.... 

John V. Tenney 

Rebecca A. Hu£fman 

WUliam H. Queen 

James E. Vangilder 

James F. Hodges 

James F. Hodges 1 
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WEBSTER COUNTY. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Mury^Pritt 8 

Ella Brake „ 2 

Mary E. Hyer - 1 

F. B. Hoaey 3 

C. W.Ware 1 

C. W. Ferrel 8 

John C. Saalisbury 1 

A. J. Saulisbury 1 

J, C. H. Cogar 8 

J. B. Howell 6 

Hettie A. Courry 1 

T. J. Hyers 4 

Wallace Hollister «.. 1 

E. O. Ferrel 8 



M. B. Hyer I 

J. L. Cochran 8- 

Alice A. Thornton 1 

J. A. Howell ft 

I. D. Horan 1 

W. A.Arthur (► 

Z. R. Howell 4 

James H. Hardway 1 

Randolph Wise 5 

Granville Sargent 4 

Uriah Bird 1 

Bianthal Morton S 

Mary A. Hickman „ «. 4 



WETZEL COUNTY— William A. Newman, Suft 

You will see in the report that Wetzel county has expended in the 
last year for educational purposes 89,558.57, and I hope not in vain. 
The teachers endeavored to do their duty, the pupils manifested 
great interest in their studies and a large majority have made eonsid- 
erable progress. May they continue in the good work they have be- 
gun and grow ornaments to society and become useful to the county. 
Nearly all of our teachers are citizens of the county and take pain& 
in promoting the welfare of those under their charge. Wetzel has 
school houses valued at 841,753 06, and every district is out of debt 
with the exception of Green. The other districts have an aggregate 
of 82,186.86 of a balance of the building fund in the sheriff's hands, 
and 85,27.».77 of the teachers' fund. ^ 



t)4 FREE SCHOOI^. 



TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



P. Meeker 1 

William Lowrey 2 



Jefferson Robinson 3 

G. K. Franks 1 



E. Burge 1 William Giblin 2 

J. B. More 2 G. L. MUligin 2 



James Moore 2 

B. B. Newman 1 

M. A. Green 1 



L. A. Benedum 1 

John M. Love 2 

J. W. Ferrell 2 



O. V. Garret 2:LinzaMurrell 2 

W. P. Furnel 2 IS. Stout 1 

A. 8. Bniwnfield 2!A. S. Arnet 1 



O. W. Earleywinc 2 

J. A. Kichardsun i 



2tocariah Stewart « 3 

Zettie Ice 2 



Mole E. Ebbersol 1|A. T. George 2 

Elehme'Taylor 2, Oliver Tal vert 2 

W. R. Homan 2 J. M. Monroe a. 4 

A. N. Wade 2iM. E. Lalley _ 2 

Maggie E. Martin 2|W. W. Bowser „ 2 

M. E. BuiTus. 2!Andrew Clark f. 2 



M. E. Snodgrass ^ 2 

E. A. Williams. 2 

W. C. Brown 1 

James W. Mclntire J. jt. 1 

J. A. Vancamp 2 



Jesse Tuthman 3 

D. N. Mclntire 1 

T. M. Gats 2 

James Monroe 1 

E. Parsons , 1 



H. C. Branou llMay Wayman ^ 1 

H. Hilluk II lames Garret 3 

Ed. Delancy 2|N. McMasters 2 

Jesse Morris 2 Rebecca Murphy 3 

G. W. Lowden 3| M.J. Murphy 1 

Ellis Delaney 2;T. WUliams 2 

Stephen A. Carney 2|W. Lynch 2 

Oliver Cook 2 , Thomas Haskens 3 

Julia I^vell 2 , David Warrick 3 

Mary Lavell l|M. F. Knots 1 

Nancy Swicber 2|M. Fowler 1 

John Lavell 2 John Hunt 1 

Jamiraa Robinson 2;Jame8 Ashcraft » 2 



WIRT COUNTY— D. C. Casto, Suft 

I am glJid to report that the schools in this county are in a pros- 
perous condition. Each sub-district in the county had a four months 
term of school ; there were, perhaps, two exceptions. In one ot the 
distri'jts there were seven months in each of the sub-districts. 

During the year there were thirty-five common schools in success- 
ful operation for the time required by law. I visited nearly all of 
them and was well pleased with the way the teachers were conduct- 
ing them. 

I do not think I exaggerate when I say that the standard of teachers 
in the county was higher than in any previous year. The board of 
oxaminers endeavored to make the examinations a fair test of the 
teachers ability. In holding the standard of examinations higher 
•than in previous years we have induced a spirit of improvement 
among tne teachers and the influence, of this spirit operating in com- 
munities where they found employment has brought about a healthy 
state of public sentiment. In almost every locality where I visited 
the schools, I found a lively interest, a liberal and regular attendance 
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and an improvement among the students which reflected much credit 
on those who had the management of the school. 

In most cases the schools were taught by teachers who reside in 
this State. 

The Graded School at Burning Springs was kept open for six 
months under the management of C. S. Welch, A. B., of the Ohio 
University. This school is deservingly very popular in this and ad- 
joining counties. It opens this year under the management of Elliott 
Wetzel, a graduate of the West Virginia University. 

I regret exceedingly that this school is not among the number of 
those recommended by your Honor and received by the agent of the 
Peabody fund for assistance from that fund. 

The Elizabeth High School was in a successful operation for nine 
months. This school is liberally patronized by the teachers of the 
county. It has done much for the teachers of the county in that 
during the summer months when the country schools are closed it 
affords them the means of improvement without the necessity of go- 
ing abroad. It opens this year with encouraging prospects under the 
care of Prof. A. H. Amrine a practical and an experienced teacher 
assisted by M. E. Lowther a graduate of the National Normal School 
in Ohio. 

There were two new houses built this year one in Burning Springs 
district and one in Eeedy. There is one in process of erection in 
Tucker district which when completed will be one of the finest com- 
mon school buildings in the county. 

There were two successful sessions of the Teachers' Institute held 
during the year. The organization which hitherto has been incom- 
plete was perfected and arrangements made for regular sessions. I 
believe that these institutes were the means of accomplishing much 
good in systematizing the methods of teaching adopted by the 
teachers. 

I heartily approve the recommendations made by your Honor to 
the last legislature as amendments to the school law and hope they 
will be passed at its coming session. The amendments you propose 
to the forty-sixth section is good but I believe the entire section should 
be repealed and the collecting and disbursing power of the school 
fund placed in the hands of district treasurers. There would be less 
confusion, the'teachers would be more promptly paid, and it could in 
no wise be more expensive. As it is, not unfrequently, teachers are 
compelled to wait for their money for from nine to twelve months af- 
ter it is earned. 

I am glad to report not only that the schools of this county are in 
a prosperous condition but that the system is gradually gaining in 
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favor with the jwople. Prejudice agniost oar echools is a thing of 
tl>e past ; an increuflod iDtorcsl is everywhere maoifestod ; good 
ttincbera are in demand and the people are in sympathy and hearty 
0() operation with the work. 

TEAUHKBti AND UHAUEti OF TUKIK CKIITIFICATES. 



K n. fb-w- 

J. S.Di»lI — . 

H. F. Blevurt 

WIUlUD A. Bukln 
AUceJ. Burtlrtt..... 
AbuI* 8bowalIa.... 

•MdU CL Cm7 

O. W. Mont,- 

Suj-LTbara 

LouUa 8tDUet.„... 

V. W. LBTltt „ 

J. W. Eeed _. 

ilMtle WiJIihiDi-. 

A. B.ehB« -^ 

Bann Ahbnt „.., 

A. B. KtUv 

B.B. F«r«e 

H. C Gondnlghi^.,.. 
WUU*m A. RsiikiD — 

B.O.OgodnlgliN — 

Vllliua A. KuikiD...— 
a. B. M(«B.....„„„„ 

John T. Qnirk „ 

C. A. Merw 

E. W. Bo«ar»ck...._M. 
O. W, SUniBMia __ 



TbODUU D«wtU^.. 



3. MlUer 



^•SS;:::: 



^?k Hc^in: 




Z. W. ffickuun 

VMton FoBly 

Llnls WlngMI -. 

HsliimFugli..^ 

T. B.AnioIil 

- ' OltM 



WOOD COUNTY, S. T. Staplbton, Sup't. 

Oar schools were all in operation during the year just closed, and 
hftviiif^ visited all the schools in my county daring the past year hat 
Boven, and noticed their progress, I am pleased to be able to speak ot 
tbem more farorably than formerly. I can ealoly say that our leach- 
ers have, with few exceptions, used their best efforts to secure for 
our Bchoolsa high standard of usefulness. 



TBACUEB8 AND 



F THEIK CERTIFICATES. 



W.U. Underwood... 

G.B. Wdli 

ItetoFfnn 

Amfatt. UcJntoali. 

8.B, Haifln 

S.S.H<intll1 

J, K. Joa»i. 

A. Ill Aniritie„. ....... 

T.J.BIhWtt 

W.B. Xunoee. 

J.U.Bluk.....^ 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES— Continued. 



D. Bennington 

M. P. Prittyman 

E. P. Metgrave 

John Fletcher 

Kinnie Smith 

Lizzie Hindey 

Aniiie Taylor « 

Lizzie Davis 

K McCreary 

Annie Crichton , 

Susie Crichton 

M. C. Dobele , 

P. F. Wells « 

H. J. Ross 

.1. J. Lynch 

J. J. Nelson , 

Nannie Vinton , 

Annie Hatcher , 

Jennie Bukey 

Mary Tavonur v 

Brassie Pennybaker. -. 

Lillie Leavitt 

C. Bibbe 

S. M. Baso , 

A. T. Martin , 

Benton Chirk , 

DaTid Martin 

Alanson Martin — 

A. L. Hollister , 

A. W. Judklns. 

R. T. Barbour , 

Abbie Hincley , 

Nancy Bailey 

Fannie Shaw , 

D. McAllister , 

M. P. Dabele ;.. 

Clark Nelson 

L. D. Creel 

Maggie A. Stapleton 

Warnock Bibbe 

Bernine McCally 

Wm. H. Horn , 

Samuel Adair 

Victoria Murphy 

T. J. Farrell 

J. A. Shuts 

H. C. Wigal 

J. L. Morehead » 

Hattie V. Creel 

R. B. Slffins 

C. E. McCardell 4. 

Fannie Bradford 

Sarah Dawson 



Mary A. Gibbs 

Sarah P. Wibber. 

MolUe Camp 

Nettie Leacnman , 

Alice Leachman 

iEmma Hall 

M. E. Baird 

Charlotte Funkhouser., 

Mary Funkhouser^ 

J. T. Piggott 

David Ward 

R. B. Mussetter 

Frank Kuver 

J. H. Buckley 

Wm. McVey 

H. C. Wigal. 

V. B. Arnold 

J. M. Barnes 

Fannie E. Smith 

M. S. Black 

E. Pennumberg 

W. A. Burk 

W. P. Mann 

J. M. Reed 

Girtie Lovett 4 

J. D. Ra)>p 

Mary Rice 

Uz. Allrrman 

Cecilia E. Davis 

G. W. McVey 

W. P. Whitlatch 

Annie Watkins 

Alice Elery 1. 

Linnie Norris 

Alice Lee 

Annie Hicks 

T. C. Webber 

Dora Whitlatch 

Carrie E. Ward 

Li/zie TiflSney 

M. C. Whitlatch 

John W. Porter. 

Wm. R. Foggin 

H. S. Dye 

D. P. Wigal 

Amelia Flinn 

J. E. Stoops 

C. G. Archer , 

Sophia Lucker 

V. W.Leavett 

Ida M. Ralston 

Susan Abbott 

Solomon Buckley 
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WYOMING COUNTY— Albert Shannon, Sup't. 

I have visited all the schools in my county, and found them in a 
very prosperous condition and with good attendance with few excep- 
tions. 

We have a great deal of confusion in one district (Clear Fork) 
about the levy. On the 13th day of August, 1875, the vote was taken 
on the question of levy and no levy. When the board met and com- 
pared the records of election and declared the result in favor of the 

levy, five of the anti-levj'- men, instituted a suit against the boards 

13 
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cUiming that the majority of the votes cast was against the levy, 
which suit is not yet decided. 

We had four schools in this district bat the teachers are still kept 
out of their p:»y, as there was no levy collected and the sheriff con- 
tends he did not draw the State funds for said district. The board 
has made their annual levy for the present school year. 

Permit me here to make a suggestion that the Legislature so change 
the fortieth section of school law, that the boards of Education make 
their annual levies, and leave out by authority of the people. So 
long as the question oi levying is left to the people, there will be oon- 
tontions and confusion caused by a few who are opposed to the fre« 
school system. 

Another suggestion is that the boards of edacation be allowed a 
reasonable compensation for their services. 

T£ACUEIL3 AND GRADES OF THEm CERTIFICATES. 



litlas Smith « 1 

K. M. C'eotcr > 1 

I'. Ijntur 4 

L. a Godfrey 3 

William Osborii 3 

Perry Baily - 4 

W. J. Cook 1 

Mim K. (iwrjjc 2 

W. U. f:o'ik 3 

Johu Goldrtiuiih 3. 

«. W. Thomasun 3 

1». Gunoc 2 

J. V. (ilandon 4 

JaiiiesGunfjc 2. 

K. Htovrart - 31 

W. Peiidry Sj 

J. J. Cfjoper 2 

J. G. Cook 5 

A. J. Manning 4 

WiliijtQi Canterbury 3 

iMtac Hailev 4 

J. I^ Bailey 4 

S. Go'Kle 4 

Mi^M J.una Cook 3 



J. D. McCraw^ 4 

A. W. Ifammond.. I 

W. Sizeiuore 4 

J. S. Shumate „„ 8 

W. B. McClure 8 

C. Canterbury^ «. ^,. 2 

J. Lambert 5 

F. Lusk „ 4 

W. Lester 5 

G. 8. Little 2 

W. Walker 4 

A. L. Godfrey „ 8 

James Stewart 8 

S. Owk 4 

L. Goo<i „ 4 

J. Cook 2 

J. C.H. Shannon 2 

E. Bane. 3 

J. J. Shannon 8 

FT. T. Perry 8 

J. D. 1-cster ^ 3 

\V. A. CbevcroQt I 

W. T. Sarver 2 

A. P. Bailey 2 



CITY OF MARTINS BURG. 



3>TO •\:^IlITTE3Sr H E F O H T . 



TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



A.Tegctboir 1 

A. R. I^nc 1 

F. I. Havdon 1 

J. M. Deiffendirfcr 1 

William (Jehardt 3 

David Bowen 2 

D. S. Noble 1 

C. T. Konncy 2 

MiML. G. Winn 1 

M»»^ A. V. WilBon 1 



Mi8s A. M. Mcdera 1 

Miss A. V. Colston 

Miss A. K. Hill ., 

Miss A. J. Riddle 

Miss M. L. Cutting 

Miss M. E. Fiery 

Miss K. A. Ahem , 

Miss A. O'Neal 

Miss E. V. Emmert 

J. R. Clifford (colored) 
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WHEELING CITY— John C. Hbrvey, Sup't 



3SrO ■\77^KrITTE3Sr R E F O H T . 



Teachers employedy and their position in the Schools oj Wheeling for the 

Year Ending June 30<A, 187i6. 



NANCES 



WASHINGTON. 



2. G. BuDdy 

Ida Ivison ^ 

Agnes McClure...., 
Alice V. Oxtoby. 
Sallie Robinstjn... 
Tillie McDonald.. 
Annie Johnston.. 
Mary E. Phipps.. 
Mary Connelly.... 

Ada B. Qrecr 

Mary Arbuthnot. 



MADISON. 



A. M. Stevenson 

N. B. A. Eaglesou.... 

JaliaM. WJley 

Eliza J. McKelvey... 

Emma 8nowden 

Jennie A. Campbell. 

Minta Foster 

Hannah M. Nicoll.... 



CLAY. 

8allle J. Meholin.... 

Maggie Davis 

Mary A. Davies.... 
Erama J. Stephens. 

Mary E. Jetfers 

Mary A. Bailie 

Jane McColloeh 

Mattie Stout 

Miriam Dean 

Lizzie M. Swift 

Mattie A. Stevens... 
lizzie McKennan... 



UNION. 

James F. Snowden. 

Ella Dillon 

Annie Ewing 

Ada Dillon 

Annie Jefl'ers 

Lizzie Downs 

M. Leu. McCoUoch.. 
Amanda Robinson. 

Lociuda Sims 

Maria EUingham.... 

Sophia Davies 

Amy Cnapline 

Mary Robinson 
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Principal 
Gram. School 
Division A 
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Principal 
(rrammar School 
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B. 

D. 
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2! 
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1 



Principal. 
Grammar School 
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A, 



(C 



t( 



II 
tl 






It 



B, 

I 

<', 
D, 
D, 
D. 



1 Principal 
Grammar School 
Division A, 

1' 

c; 



1 
2 
2 
2 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 



It 
11 
<i 
II 
11 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 



c, 
c, 

D. 



NAMES. 



OENTBB. 

Maggie E. Taylor„.. 

Sadie Stout 

Cornelia Hamilton. 

Annie Moran 

Bella V. (lodfrey,... 

Minnie S. Black 

Annie W. Boyd 

Jennie Patterson...., 



WEBSTER. 



Samuel Boyd 

Martha Harper 

Mary J. Morrison... 
Sue E. Crumbacker. 

Mary E. C. Tjope 

IdaM. Richards 

Annie C. Waterson. 

Dora Clohan 

Lizzie Cross 

Kate Todd 

Lizzie J. Clohan 



RITCniB. 



H. N. Mertz 

Ella Jeffors 

Jnsle F. Rose 

Emmu S. Anderson. 

Sarah A. Scott , 

Jessie A. Emblem... 

Ella J. Stophens 

[Florence Sperry 

jClerie H. White 

Sarah McKinley 

Annie E. Roeves 

Sallie L. Callendine. 
Clara L. Swift 



COLORED. 



W. F. Gaskins 

Harriet E. Carter 



GERMAN DEPARrMBNT. 



C. A. Sehaefer 

E. B'loh 

G. Guttenberg 

Helena Gelink 

Mary A. I). Bingell. 
Mary Arbenz 
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Principal 
Grammar School 
Division A, 
B, 

l\ 

D. 



li 
(I 



II 
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Principal 
Grammar School 
Division A, 



II 
i< 



II 



It 
11 
II 
It 
11 
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D. 



PriDoipal 
Grammar School 
Division A, 

A. 

B. 

" B, 

C. 

*' C. 

" C. 

*' D, 
" D. 



1 • Principal. 
1 Assistant. 



Principal. 
Assistant. 



II 
II 
11 
It 
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FREE BCHOOI^. 



EVENING 6CHOOL3. 



NAMK3. 


1 
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NAllES. 


j 


,™„. 


rartv/iaa. 


1 

1 Pcladpol. 
1 AsilBUnt. 


liri.S&=::.-.;::::: 
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PTln,.ipal. 


¥iS^-= 








BBVENXn W*IID. 




SBMND A TniKD WittD, 




Frinulpal. 
AttiBUnt. 


P.lucipni. 






»mi»John.lon „ 


rrintlr>»l- 




Jtmci P. SnowdoD „.. 

AnBfeEwlna 

^^U Dl'Iaa,....- 
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TeMheni In iln 
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The following tabic shows the total enrolment, average naonthly 
enrolment, per cent, of avorago monthly enrolment on total enrol- 
', men t, and nurabev of teachers employed in the evening Bcbools in 
Lthe Bereral sab-districts, for the year ending Jane 30, 1876. 
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Aa compared with the year ending J one 30, 1875, the above state- 
ment Bbowa an increasoin the total enrolment of 101, and in the av- 
erage monthly enrolment of 70. 



Financial St.itemeot of the School District of Wheeling tor 
Tear Ending Jane 30; 1876. 
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KEPORTs OF couiiTi' sopEErirrBsDESTg. to! 

Pupnlntion, Enumeration of Youth, and Number of Pupils Enrolled, 
Year ending June 30, 1876. 




If to the 4,490 pupils enrolled, as above, in the day schools, there 
bo aJded the C77, enrolled in the evening schools, it will make 5,167 
pupils enrollcJ in the pablic schools of the district or city during tfaa 
year, an increase over preceding year of 487. 

During the two years ending June 30, 1876, the construction ac- 
count amounted to 844,053.95. Of this amount f24.917.24 were ap- 
propriated to the building of a now school house in Clay sub-district, 
This is one of the finest snhool buildings in the city. $9,393.73, were 
expended in enlarging the Bcbool boust; in Madison sub-district, and, 
19,952.66 in enlarging Webster school bnilJiug. 

Both of these are now very fine buildings. 



